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THE YEARLY MEETING. 



EPISTLE, 1770. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 4th of the Sixth Month, 1770, to the 9th of the same, 
inclasive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Under an awful sense of the renewal of divine love in this 
onr annual assembly, both in our meetings for worship, and 
those for transacting the weighty concerns of the church, we 
affectionately salute you, earnestly desiring your preservation, 
and increase in righteousness and true godliness, through the 
effectual operation of the Spirit and power of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

We have great cause thankfully to acknowledge the con- 
tinuance of divine goodness towards ub, throughout the several 
sittings of this large and solemn meeting ; wherein the affairs 
brought before us have been conducted in much brotherly love 
and condescension, to our mutual help and edification* 
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2 EPISTLES FROM THE [1770. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in from the several 
counties in England, and from Wales^ principally on account 
of tithes and those called church-rates^ is three thousand six 
hundred and forty-three pounds ; and those from Ireland^ one 
thousand six hundred and ninety-nine pounds. 

The accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings 
in England^ and the epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, and various parts of America, afford comfortable in* 
formation of a godly concern being continued in the churches, 
for the advancement of truth, and the preservation of Friends 
therein; and that, through the merciful visitation of divine 
providence, great openness appears amongst the people to hear 
the testimony of truth, and divers have been added to the 
church by convincement since last year. We fervently desire, 
that all who have had their education amongst us, may be pre- 
vailed upon, whilst the day of mercy and the renewed offers of 
divine grace are continued to them, to look well to their own 
standing ; for the sandy foundation of traditional profession will 
not abide, nor support what is built upon it, in the day of trial. 
And ^^ other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.^' (1 Cor. iii. 11.) This is ^' the foundation of 
Gk>d," which ^^standeth sure, having this seal, the Lordknoweth 
them that are his.'' (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

Great and manifold have been the tender visitations of divine 
love to us as a people, and frequent, the earnest and wholesome 
advices communicated from this meeting ; yet it is too obvious, 
there is a want of coming up in the footsteps of the flocks of 
Christ's companions, who, through all generations, walked in 
holy fear, circumspection, humility, exemplariness of Ufe and 
conversation ; and, in that living, upright zeal for the cause of 
Gk>d, and the promotion of his truth in the hearts of mankind, 
which renders those in whom it prevails as lights in the world, 
and as a city set on an hill, which cannot be hid. Such are 
daily concerned to avoid all false liberty, and sinful ea^e in the 
flesh, and to walk in the simplicity of the truth, and the purity 
of the gospel. 

And, dear friends, where the signs of defection from the holy 
commandment appear, it cannot be justly imputed either to the 
want of conviction, or the means of restoration being withheld; 
but to a deficiency in attending to the divine principle mani* 
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1770.] YEARLY MEETING. 8 

fested in erery conscience. For ^' the manifestion of the Spirit 
is given to every man to profit withal.'^ (1 Cor. xii. 7.) The 
way to profit by it, is often diligently to retire nnto it. As it 
appears inwardly, it calls for inward retirement, and an abstrac- 
tion firom earthly objects, imaginations, and attachments. For, 
in the silence of all that is of the flesh, the still small voice of 
truth, the divine Word nigh in the heart, is heard; and by 
hearing, with due observance, true fidth is produced. For " faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by [Christ] the Word of God," 
(Bom. X. 17.) He is the author, as well as the finisher of the 
true Christian's faith ; the faith of the operation of God, which 
works by love, to the purifying of the heart, and overcoming of 
the world. (Heb. xii. 2 ; CoL ii. 12 ; Gal. v. 6 ; 1 John v. 4.) 
This engages to frequent waiting in stillness upon the Lord for 
the renewal of strength. This keeps the mind at home, in its 
own proper place and duty, and out of aU unprofitable associa- 
tion and converse, whether amongst those of our own, or other 
professions. Much hurt may accrue to the religious mind by 
long and frequent conversation upon temporal matters, and 
especially by interestiag ourselves too much in them ; for there 
is a leaven therein, which being suffered to prevail, indisposes 
and benumbs the soul, and prevents its frequent ascending in 
living aspirations towards the fountain of eternal life. 

If we suffer our minds to wander from the pure and holy 
witness of truth, that is placed in every heart, we slide insen- 
sibly into the spirit of the world, and the corrupt manners and 
practices thereof: hence proceed those light and airy appearances^ 
fantastic dresses, unsound language, unprofitable converse, and 
inconsistent conduct, which too plainly denote a lamentable 
declension. ^^ Lord,'' saith the man of God, ^' thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all generations;" (Psal. xc. 1.) He hath 
indeed ever been the habitation of the righteous, who seek daily 
for the renewed influence of the Spirit and power of God ; in 
which are the safety and preservation of his people. 

And, dear friends, let it be weightily considered, that what- 
ever the Lord requires ought to be observed, in small things 
as well as great: it is no light matter to disobey Him in 
the least of his requirings : it will be a sure obstacle to our 
religious progress; for, if the day, or dispensation of small 
things be despised and rejected, great things will not be ob^ 
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4 EPISTLES FROM THE [1770. 

tained. Those only^ who are faithful in the little^ shall receive 
more ; those that continue to do the will of God shall know 
of his doctrine, and be further illuminated^ enlarged^ and 
brought to experience his great salvation. (Luke xix. 17; John 
vii. 17.) 

May every soul that is sincerely concerned for its own eternal 
welfare^ be encouraged to persevere unto an establishment in 
truth and righteousness ; and may the negligent^ who^ like the 
foolish virgins, have slept as on beds of ease^ be awakened to a 
serious consideration of their state and danger. Lukewarmness 
in religion, and indiflerence towards worship, are manifest indi- 
cations that the true love of God is either totally wanting, or 
much neglected. In waiting upon the Lord, strength is renewed, 
and by a disregard of this great duty, or a coolness and relaxation 
of spirit therein, weakness and indisposition increase, drowsiness 
overtakes, and the mind becomes in time, like the heath in the 
desert, that knoweth not when good cometh : therefore be not 
backward to attend, nor late in coming to your meetings, nor 
sit therein under an indolent disposition of mind, waiting for 
words, and depending upon others; but seek, in spirit and 
truth, to worship Him who made heaven and earth, th6 sea, 
and the fountains of water. Under a diligent care to attend 
meetings for worship, and a right exercise therein, the power of 
truth is felt, the soul is refreshed and seasoned, and strength 
experienced ; by which we are enabled to come up in a faithful 
discharge of the several duties of our stations, both towards God 
and man. 

And, dear firiends, let us not only be concerned each one for 
our own particulars, but also for mankind in general. Let us 
be earnest with the God of infinite compassion, that He may 
vouchsafe to open the blind eyes, and unstop the deaf ears of 
men, to their best and most lasting interest, bend their minds 
to Christian humility, and dispose them to the blessed unity and 
harmony of the gospel, which breathes glory to God on high, 
peace on earth, and goodwill to men. 

Let the peace of God rule in all your hearts : this will pre- 
serve you in peace amongst yourselves, and engage you, as much 
as in you lies, to follow peace with all men. '^ May the God 
of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
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lasting covenant^ make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sights 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen/' (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Heney Gurney, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1771. 
Erom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month, 1771, to the 25th of the same, 
indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

Under a thankful sense of the divine power and goodness, 
which hath been graciously extended to us in this our solemn 
assembly, held for the support of good order, the preservation of 
unity, and the promotion of equity, piety and charity, throughout 
all the churches, we affectionately salute you; and acquaint you, 
that we have been enabled to conduct the affairs before us in 
peace and concord, to our mutual consolation. 

It appears from accounts brought in this year, that the 
sufferings of Friends, chiefly for tithes and those called church- 
rates, in England and Wales, amount to three thousand three 
hundred and eighty-nine pounds ; and in Ireland to one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty-six pounds. 

And, as we are fully persuaded that the ministry of the gospel 
is not received of man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christy 
according to that apostolic direction, ''as every man hath 
received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let 
him do it as of the ability which God giveth : that God in all 
things may be glorified.'^ (1 Pet. iv. 10, 11.) And as thia 
ministry is divine, the motives and inducements thereunto are 
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perfectly disinterested^ and no way mercenary and lucrative, but 
concurrent with the precept Christ gave to his apostles and 
immediate followers, *^ Freely ye have received, freely give/* 
(Matt. X. 8.) 

A ministry acting contrary to the unalterable precepts of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who alone is the head of his church, may 
justly be deemed antichristian, and the oppressive burden of 
their support an antichristian yoke. And, being persuaded that 
we ought not actively to support, by our voluntary contribution, 
a ministry which we believe to be upon a different foundation 
from that which God hath laid by Christ Jesus ; we earnestly 
intreat all Friends to maintain our testimony to his doctrine 
and ministry steadily and uprightly, yet with the patience and 
meekness becoming his followers ; that by the consistency of our 
practice we may answer the pressing advices of the apostle, " I 
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment/' (1 Cor. L 10.) ^^Let 
us walk# by the same rule, let us mind the same thing/' 
(Phil. iii. 16.) 

The advices received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England and Wales, North Britain, Holland, and the Colonies, 
import, that notwithstanding some occasions of sorrow have 
appeared, yet a considerable number have been added to the 
church, who have come in by convincement, since last year, and 
that a godly care is generally maintained for the promotion of 
truth, and the preservation of love and unity. 

Notwithstanding the many weighty cautions, and wholesome 
advices given forth against all injurious and disreputable conduct 
in trade and business, divers instances of scandalous fidlures 
have of late appeared amongst some in profession with us ; the 
oonsideration of which hath brought a fresh concern upon the 
minds of Friends, to warn all against a most pernicious practice, 
too much prevailing amongst the trading part of mankind, which 
hath often issued in the utter ruin of those concerned therein, 
viz.y that of raising and circulating a fictitious kind of paper 
GFedit, with indorsements and acceptances, to give it an appear- 
ance of value without an intrinsic reality: a practice highly 
unbecoming that uprightness which ought to appear in every 
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member of our religious society; and of which therefore we 
think it our incumbent duty to declare our disapprobation^ and 
disunity therewith, as absolutely inconsistent with that truth 
we make profession of. We are also engaged to caution every 
individual against imprudently entering into joint securities 
with others : for by these practices, many innocent wives and 
children have been inevitably and unexpectedly involved in 
ruinous and deplorable circumstances. We therefore earnestly 
desire Friends to keep strictly on their guards that none through 
any specious pretences of rendering acts of friendship to others, 
with safety to themselves^ may risk their own peace and reputa- 
tion, and the security of their families: in order hereunto, 
we recommend this salutary advice of the wise man to their 
especial notice and regard, ''Be not thou one of them that 
strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts. If thou 
hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from 
under thee ?" (Prov. xxii. 26, 27.) 

And, dear young firiends, we fervently and affectionately 
intreat you keep your hearts with all diligence. Guard against 
every act of unfaithfulness to the divine witness, and especially 
beware of closing in with the first temptations thereunto. Keep 
within the bounds of known duty, and the tender restrictions of 
truth. In this state of vigilance and humble care, preservation, 
peace and safety will accompany your steps. Tour minds, being 
circumscribed within the bounds of truth and righteousness, will 
be properly exercised in your respective duties, in the sight of 
God and man, and employed usefully in your several vocations ; 
abhorring idleness, for of idleness springs folly, vice ensues, 
dishonour, wretchedness, and ruin are its finiits, which bring 
affliction on families, and undeserved reproach on our holy 
profession. Keep close therefore to the heavenly principle in 
yourselves : this wiU preserve your feet fSrom evil. Shun all 
those who would lead you into the broad way, as your most 
dangerous enemies. Deviate not from the straight and narrow 
path which leads to life, into the pernicious amusements and 
ensnaring vanities of a licentious age. Be strong, and quit 
yourselves like men, in the too much neglected cause of morality 
and religion. Endeavour to put on strength in the name of the 
Lord, to stop, if possible, the torrent of vice and profaneness, 
which, with violence and impetuosity, seems to deluge this 
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highly favoured nation^ and break through the obligations and 
ties of laws human and divine. 

We beseech you, by the mercies of God, by all that is dear 
and near to you in every relation, domestic, social and religious, 
to stand fast in the faith, in purity, in all manner of goodly con- 
versation, that you may be happily instrumental in awakening 
many to proper consideration ; and to intercede with the God 
of all grace, for mercy and forbearance to a wicked and adul- 
terous generation, wherein too many appear to make a boast of 
their impiety, and glory in their shame : " wherefore, come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.'' (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.) 

Dear brethren, let the peace of God rule in your hearts, that 
yoii may be preserved out of all enmity, strife, and party; 
which arise not from the spirit of the Prince of peace, but are 
the fruits of the flesh, in the corrupt and carnal will of man. 
Live in love, and unite with one accord, as you feel ability, in 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks '^ for 
all men ; for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.'' 
(1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.) 

And, dear friends, you who have happily received a clear 
convincement of the heavenly principle of truth in your hearts^ 
and are joined in external fellowship with the inward and 
experienced people of God ; sit not down at ease therein, nor 
take up with any false or polluted rest by the way. Press 
earnestly forward towards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Labour to attain a growth in 
the virtue and simplicity of his truth. Seek to be sanctified 
wholly, throughout body, soul, and spirit; that you may no 
longer live to yourselves, but unto Him ^* who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." (Titus ii. 14.) 

We also find, brethren, that the spring of divine love and 
mercy reaches forth towards the very hindermost of the flock, 
the most distant of the visited of our God, who have long 
wandered from the Father's house, and have too long spent the 
portions of time and talents afforded them, in pursuit of the 
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delusive pleasures or momentary acquisitions of a transitory 
world. We beseech you, whilst time is aflforded, and the door 
of mercy stands open^ turn your eyes towards Him who was 
wounded for our transgressions^ and bruised for our iniquities; 
that by his light ye may discover the delusion of ensnaring 
folly, feel your own captivity, and cry for deliverance. Let the 
most humble contrition take place in you, and seek earnestly to 
be baptized by the one Spirit into the one body ; which brings 
to the communion of the bread of life, and the new wine of the 
kingdom. Herein is true fellowship witnessed with the Holy 
Head, Christ Jesus, and with his people, whose daily concern is, 
to follow Him in the regeneration : " For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor imcircumcision, but a new 
creature : and as many as walk according to this rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.'^ (Gal. vi. 
15, 16.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

WiLUAM Fey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1772. 
From the Yeaely Meetino, held in London, by Amoubnhents, 

From the 8th of the Sixth Month, 1772, to the 13th of the same, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deaslt beloved Fmends and Bbethben, 

In a thankful sense of that divine goodness, which we have 
experienced to be again renewed to us, in this our large and 
^ solemn assembly, held for the promotion of virtue and godliness 
in life and practice, and the preservation of good order, peace 
and unity, throughout the churches, we tenderly salute you; 
and give you to understand, that the affairs before us have been 
conducted in much love and condescension, to our mutual com- 
fort and edification. 

The accounts brought from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
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England^ and the epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, and the American Colonies, afford as comfortable 
information, tlaf lave and concord generally subsist; that a 
lively concern prerails in many for the support of our whole-' 
some discipline, and the advancement of truth and righteouto- 
ness; and that divers have been added to the church by con^ 
▼incement. It likewise appears, that the practice of holding 
negroes in oppressive and unnatural bondage, hath been so suc- 
cessfully discouraged, by Friends in some of the colonies^ as to 
be considerably lessened. We cannot but approve of these 
salutary endeavours, and earnestly entreat they may be con- 
tinued, thut, through the faivour of divine providence, a traffic so 
unmerciful and unjust in its nature, to a part of our own species 
made equally with ourselves for immortality, mtiy come to be- 
considered by aA in its proper light ; and be utterly abolished, as 
a reproach to the Christian profession. 

The amount of Friends^ sufferings brought in from the several 
counties in England; and from Wales, principally on account of 
tithes and' those caKed church-rates, is three thousand five 
hundred and twenty-six pounds ; and those from Ireland one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-nine pounds. 

Seeing, we verily believe,- that the spirit of truth hath led us 
to bear a conscientious testimony against the receiving of tithes, 
when any of us have, by impropriate inheritances, been en- 
titled by law to demand them ; as Well as to refuse the payment 
of them when demanded of u», lest we should' actively contribute 
to the support of a ministry not according to the doctrine of 
Christ, it appears to us incumbent upon all in profession with us^ 
faithfully to uphold this important testimony : and we recom- 
mend it to those Monthly Meetings, who find any of their 
members in a contrary practice, that with a becoming zeal, and 
in the meekness of wisdom, they erert their Christian endea- 
vours, sufficiently to inform and admonish them ; that they may 
be brought to such a right and proper sense of their remissness, 
as may engage them to stand clear in Aiture, both of open and 
collusive compliances, in a point so opposite to the dispensation 
of a free gospel ministry. 

And, dear brethren, it is our earnest desire, that the love and* 
life of truth may be so deeply rooted in every heart, that our 
Christian testimony may l^fai^ftilly maintained in all its 
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branches. Tou are not unacquainted what the principle is, 
which many of onr ancestors laboured in, and suffered for, urith 
an upright imd disinterested zeal, for the glory of God, and the 
good of their fellow-creatures ; and which ever since we have 
been a people distinguished &om others, we have held forth to 
the worH: it is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus; the sure 
foundation which God hath laid in Sion, and other foundntimi 
can no man lay. Let it be every one's care individually to build 
upon it, and closely to examine what they build : '*' for,'" saith 
the apostle, "if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every mane's work shall be 
made manifest ; for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire, and the fire shall try eveiy man's- work, of what 
sort it is/' (1 Cor. iii. 12, 18.) 

Great ought to be the concern of every mind, daily to seek 
and press after a renewed sense of this fundamental principle, 
and so to cleave tait, as* to obtain an abiding therein ; for in that 
is our help and salvation. A dieclension from this hath opened 
a door for the enemy to enter and make great inroads amongst 
the unwatchful. When he is suffered to catch the good seed 
out of the heart ; or, in other words, when the mind is led away 
from due attention thereto, it is drawn almost insensibly into 
the bondage of corruption; and* those who are so overcome, are 
too often made use of, by the envier of our happiness, to ensnare 
others to their destruction. Thus the comparatively innocent, 
through the conversation and conduct of unsuspected acquaint- 
ance or associates, are often prevailed' upon to their hurt ; and, 
by imbibing their notions, and being leavened into their spirit, 
tiiey become indisposed to their duty, gradually darkened with 
respect to a right sense of it, and easily slide into the dangerous 
and destructive friendships, follies, and pleasures of a dissipated 
world. We therefore fervently desire to impress it upon all 
who are intrusted with the care of youth, that they be especially 
vigilant, and cautious in their own conversation and conduct, 
both before and towards them. Keep to the power of truth in 
your hearts, and the bridle of truth will be upon your tongues, 
and upon all yoar ways : then will a true concern possess your 
souls, to nurture them in sobriety, modesty, and the fear of 
tlie Lord ; and to furnish them with usefUl and commendable 
employments, and prevent them firom spending the precious 
time afforded for better purposes, in amusing themselves with 
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the pernicious works of stage-authors^ and romances; which 
strongly tend to excite irregular passions^ and to introduce them 
into the giddy pursuits and pollutions of a degenerate age ; 
which^ in a little time^ must terminate in disappointment and 
great distress. 

Benewedly sensible of the gracious extension of divine regard 
towards our youth^ we affectionately exhort the rising generation 
to dwell in the fear of the Lord^ which is the beginning of 
wisdom j (Psal. cxi. 10^) recommending at the same time the 
solemn paternal injunction of the royal psalmist to their serious 
consideration : '^ And thou, Solomon^ my son^ know thou the 
God of thy father^ and serve him with a perfect heart. and with 
a willing mind : — ^if thou seek him he wlQ be found of thee; 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever/' 
(1 Chron. xxviii. 9.) A^d, in a particular manner, we intreat 
such, whose tender minds are sensible of the holy influence of 
the dayspring from on high, to close in with the visitation of 
our Heavenly Father's love, and walk in all humility and 
reverence before him ; so will they grow in wisdom and strength, 
advance from one degree of grace to another, and be enabled to 
come up in the footsteps of those who are removed from works 
to rewards. 

And, dear friends, we beseech you, depend not upon the 
abours and services of others, but diligently and daily wait in 
private, as well as in your public assemblies, for the renewal of 
divine strength in your own hearts. Prize such opportunities 
as inestimable mercies, and guard against every ensnaring en- 
tanglement, or a disposition that would lead to carelessness or 
indifference, for God is not mocked ; nor can you be profited if 
dulness or heaviness be suffered to prevail. Keep strictly to the 
time appointed, and patiently wait, that you may be favoured 
with a renewed sense of the heavenly presence of the Minister 
of the sanctuary, the great Master of our assemblies. 

Self-indulgence, either in matters of temporal interest, the 
carnal gratifications of sense, or luke^armness respecting re- 
ligion, is a state of false security and great danger. Life i» 
short, and judgment certain ; let the indolent, therefore, be 
awakened to an inward search, and just inspection of their own 
conditions, by an immediate application to the light of truth in 
their own hearts. Such as every man sows, he must reap, ^' If 
ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye, through the 
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Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live/' 
(Rom. viii. 13.) We ought to be as lights in the world, but 
unless we walk in the light ourselves, we cannot be as lights 
unto others. Except we abide in the way to Sion, we cannot be 
waymarks towards it. 

Finally, brethren, we fervently desire, that you who are, in 
any measure, favoured with a living sense of the redeeming and 
saving power of God, may so prize his great goodness, and 
tender mercies, as faithfully to abide under the sense thereof. 
Be quiet in your own spirits, inoffensive in conversation, and 
exemplary in conduct, ever watchful to prevent the rise, and stop 
the progress of whatever hath a tendency to contention and 
discord, or is inconsistent with inward peace, the honour of 
truth, and the advancement thereof in the hearts of mankind ; 
and, in order to your present and future happiness, thirst daily 
after the life of righteousness, and seek holiness for your habita- 
tion whilst in this world, that eternal glory may be your crown 
in that which is to come. 

In the love and fellowship of the gospel, we commit you to 
the guidance and protection of our Holy Head and High Priest 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and remain 

YouE Friends and Brethebn. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Joshua Strangman, 
Qerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1773. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the Slat of the Fifth Month, to the 5th of the Sixth Month, 
1773, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

The salutation of our sincere and tender love, in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, reaches towards you, wherever, in the course of 
divine providence, your respective allotments may be, fervently 
desiring your preservation from the evils that abound in the 
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worlds and an increase of the wisdom and virtue of the preciouB 
truth in and amongst you. 

We have fresh eause^ in deep thankfulness, reverently to 
acknowledge the renewed goodness of our gracious Lord and 
lawgiver, in this our large and solemn assembly^ by which we 
have been enabled to consider, and conclude the important 
affairs before us in much brotherly love, to our edification and 
comfort* 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
the counties in Eu^and and Wales^ chiefly for tithes and those 
called church-rates, is three thousand eight hundred ninety- 
seven pounds ; and those from Ireland, one thousand five hun- 
dred and thirteen pounds. 

By advices from the Quarterly Meetings in England^ and by 
epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, New- 
England, New- York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey^ Maryland, 
Yirginiaj North and South Carolina, we are given to understand 
that Friends are generally preserved in love and unity; that, in 
divers places, some have been added to the church by convince- 
ment ; and that a godly care rests upon many for the main- 
tenance of probity, piety, and charitj, and the promotion of 
truth amongst mankind. 

And, dear friends, feeling a concern renewed in our minds, 
that your offspring may be brought up, and preserved a genera- 
tion to the praise of their Creator, we intreat you in particular, 
who are parents, and all entrusted with the tuition of children, 
weightily to consider your calling, and the charge committed to 
you ; and, that whilst you are solicitous to provide for their 
bodies, the welfare of their souls may not be neglected, but con- 
stantly engage the principal part of your care and diligence. 
Seeing the earliest impressions generally last the longest, as 
soon as you find children capable of receiving instruction, let it 
be your earnest endeavour, properly to improve their under- 
standings in things that may conduce to their lasting welfare. 
"Thefearof the Lord is the beginning of wisdom/' (Psal.cxi. 10,) 
labour therefore to impress it upon them, and to bring them 
acquainted with the living principle of the spirit of truth in 
themselves. Educate them in a just and reverent regard there- 
unto, and be careful to enforce your endeavours by your own 
ejLcmplary conduct. This, with the frequent practice of reading 
the Holy Scriptures, will assist in forming their tender minds 
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to piety aoid virtue ; and be a means of preserving them from 
the dangerous influence of such conversation and writings, as 
tend either to excite inordinate affections, or to instil those 
irreligious principles which corrupt the mind, and alienate it 
from the Spirit and power of God, wherein alone is the happi- 
ness and security of his people. 

A ^^manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal/' (1 Ck)r. xii. 7,) The seed of the kingdom is sown in 
every heart, whether it prove as the highway side, the thorny, 
the stony, or the good ground. (Matt, xiii.) In the growth of 
this spiritual internal seed stand our preservation and progress 
heavenwsffd: as it takes root and spreads in our hearts, it 
gradually expels the unfruitful works of darkness^ and brings 
forth the fruits of the Spirit, which the apostle experimentally 
declared to be '^ in all goodness, righteousness, and truth.'' 
(Ephes. iv. 5, 9.) By the increase of this heavenly seed, that 
necessary change is accomplished in us, of putting off the old 
man, which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts, and of 
being so renewed in the spirit of our minds, as to " put on the 
new man, which, after God is created in righteousnea^ and true 
holiness.'' (Ephes. iy. 22—24.) 

When we consider the luxury, dissipation, and voluptuous- 
ness which abound in the present age, debasing man below his 
rank, enervating his mind, and unfitting him to pursue the paths 
of virtue and happiness, we cannot but feel an anxious concern 
for the preservation of our Society from the spreading con- 
tagion ; knowing that these things obstruct the advancement of 
those in whomsoever they have place, in the way of life and 
salvation. By disobedience to the reproofs of instruction in 
their own hearts, men gradually become captives to the power 
pf darkness, and subject to all manner of wickedness ; and as 
great sins bring great sorrow, aud general corruption introduces 
general distress, may we not justly dread the visitation of divine 
displeasure, in consequence of the general depravity and licen- 
tiousness of the times ? It therefore highly behoves all, and 
especially those who profess the truth as it is in Jesus, humbly 
to apply for ability, uprightly to search their own hearts, and to 
examine their conversation and conduet, to see that they con-, 
tribute not to the great and too general offence, against the 
omniscient Judge of quick 9JxA dead. 
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We beseech you, brethren, call to remembrance and diligently 
follow the self-denying example of our faithful predecessors, who, 
in obedience to the Captain of their salvation, were carefully 
concerned to put in practice his indispensable precept : ^' If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me/' (Matt. xvi. 24.) They were conspicuous 
examples of self-denial in dress, in diet, and in furniture, con- 
fining themselves to things necessary, decent and useful, and 
avoiding all superfluities, lest their minds should be led from the 
pure simplicity of truth, and their feet ensnared and turned from 
the paths of peace. Keeping their eye fixed, above sensual and 
temporal gratifications, on the heavenly recompence of reward, 
they bore a noble testimony against the prevailing corruptions 
of their age. 

May we constantly keep in mind, that we are most surely 
accountable to the great Author of our being, and that we are 
every moment the immediate objects of his notice. How care- 
fully, therefore, ought every individual to walk, in circumspec- 
tion and holy fear before him, and in obedience to him I Nothing 
can be hid from him, ^' neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight : but all things are naked and open unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do ;" (Heb. iv. 13,) who 
also declared by his prophet, '' I the Lord search the heart, I 
try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings." (Jer. xvii. 10.) 

'^ Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart firom 
iniquity,'' (2 Tim. ii. 19,) and carefully resist its motions in 
the very root and ground. It is not sufficient to exert our zeal 
against the branches only. The gospel " axe is laid unto the 
root;" (Matt. iii. 10,) and though temptations abound in the 
world and its concerns, the ground of evil is not to be looked 
for without us, but within us. Our Saviour showed, (Mark vii. 
18 — 23,) that evil thoughts, evil practices, and whatsoever 
defiles the man, proceeds out of the heart : there it is first con- 
ceived, and therein is the nature and power of sin, whence 
sinful words and actions arise. There the great Refiner must 
sit, to purify us as silver, in order to fit us for an everlasting 
inheritance with the saints in light. " If I wash thee not," 
saith our Lord, ^^ thou hast no part with me." (John xiii. 8.) 
Through the laver of regeneration all must pass, who enter 
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that kingdom of purity and glory which admits of nothing 
unclean. 

Hence appears the necessity of closing with the convictions, 
and abiding under the operation, of the refining power of the 
Spirit of Truth in the first place. " Seek ye first the kingdom 
of Gk)d, and his righteousness.'' (Matt. vi. 33.) And we beseech 
you, dear friends, carefully to avoid all connections, company, 
and converse, that have a tendency to entangle you in the spirit 
of the world, which lieth in wickedness, (1 John v. 19,) ever 
remembering that its wisdom is foolishness, (1 Cor. i. 20,) its 
pleasures are vanity and vexation of spirit, (Eccles. ii. 11,) its 
sorrow works death, (2 Cor. vii. 10,) and its friendship is en- 
mity with God. (James iv. 4.) Seek therefore to live in the 
spirit and nature of the gospel, that ye may be lively examples, 
"in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.'' 
(1 Tim. iv. 12.) 

The more vice and vanity abound, the more strictly ought 
we to watch against them, that we may not be insnared and 
overcome by them. Numbers will neither be any excuse nor 
alleviation to us in the great day of account ; and if we see some 
fail on one hand, and some on another, whilst we lament their 
defection, let their harms be our warnings ; and let us not, by 
any means, take occasion to lift ourselves up in our own esteem, 
by making unwise comparisons between their state and ours ; 
but ever hold in due observance the following apostolic advice : 
'^ I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think ; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith." (Rom. xii. 8.) " Be clothed 
with humility : for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace 
to the humble." '* Be sober, be vigilant; because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour." (1 Peter v. 5, 8.) '^ Be kindly affectioned 
one to another," (Rom. xii. 10,) watching over one another 
for good; and seeing "the servant of the Lord must not strive, 
but be gentle unto all men," (2 Tim. ii. 24,) let nothing be 
done through strife, or vain-glory ;" (Phil. ii. 3 ;) but seek peace 
and pursue it, that good order, union and concord may be pre- 
served. Be not apt to take offence, and let each in his own 
particular be more assiduous to guard against his own weak* 
VOL. n. c 
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nesses and imperfections^ than to pry into, or expose those of 
others. Let mutual forbearance and forgiveness have due place 
among you; '^Por/' saith our Lord, "if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you : but if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.*' (Matt. vi. 14, 15.) 

In all your concerns and conduct, keep an eye to the guidaAce 
of Divine Wisdom, and your hearts, open to its influence; that 
ye may be preserved upright in all your trausactions, faithful in 
every branch of our Christian testimony, and in a state of fitness 
to approach the divine presence in your religious meetings. 
Then may you, with.reyerent and humble confidence, wait and 
apply for the renewings of that quickening and consolating life 
and virtue, which qualifies for the practice of pure religion and 
acceptable worship, and is a rock of strength to the Lord's people, 
the joy of their souls, and the crown of their assemblies. 

Finally, dear friends, we exhort you, that the &esh renjem- 
brance of our beloved brethren, lately, as well as formerly, 
removed from time to eternity, who were exemplary in life, and 
eminent in service, may humbly and earnestly engage all our 
minds to follow them as they foUoijved Christ; thatj, when the. 
most sure and solemn period shall draw near to u^, being re- 
deemed from death and the power of the grave, we, with the like 
blessed assurance which appeared in them^ may have experi- 
mentally to say, " death, where is thy sting, O grave, where 
is thy victory? (1 Cor. xv. 55.) All the interests, honours, 
and enjoyments of this mutable world, are not worthy to be 
placed in the least degree of comparison with such an excellent 
state. Seek it whilst, and where, it is to be be found, in the > 
living principle of eternal truth> the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, the grace of God that bringeth salvation. Watch, an^ 
wait for it, cleave to it, and abide in it; that when the end of 
all things to you here shall approach,, you may be prepared to 
jpin the just of all generations, "the genend assembly and 
church of the first-bom, written in heaven,'' (Heb. xii. 28.) to 
ascribe blessing, and honour, and glory, and pow^r, imto Him " 
that sitteth upon the throne, and untp the Lamb for .oyer and 
ever,''— (Rev. V, is.) 

Signed in and on behalf /of the Yearly Meeting, by 

WiLLUM DlLLWOBTH, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLB; 1774. 
From thb YBiaiLT MEBitocf, held ii^ London, by AiwourjimiesnI's, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, 1774, to the 28th of the same, 
indusiye. 

lb the Qma^ettp' and MtMtKly Meetings of FHeM^, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, andetsewhere. 

DeAjl Friends and Beethben, 

We' salate yon in 'the fellowship of the gospel, fbrreittly de- 
sirijB^ithat grace, mercy and peace may be with you; and 
that through the effectual operation of the' Holy Spirit, every 
Christian virtue may be implanted in your hearts, and mani- 
fested in your lives, to your own comfort, and the praise of God, 
wiio hath called us ta righteousness a&d holiness. 

We have had fiTesh c«ase to renew our g]^eful acknowledg- 
ments to the Father of merdesy whose goodness hath been com- 
fortably experienced in this large and solemn assembly, to oar 
help aad refreshment, both in meetings for worship, and those 
foo the preservation of order, and the due maintenance of disci- 
pline; wherein the affairs before us have been conducted in a 
spirit of brotherly love and Christian condescension. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year from the coun- 
ties in England, and from* Wales, jHrincipally on account of 
tithes Bnd those called church-rates, amount tO' four thous^and 
one hundred and forty-two pounds ; and those from' Ireland to 
one thousand five hundred ninety-one pounds; One Friend 
is a prisoner by a process in the Exchequer on account of tithes. 

By advices from the Quarterly Meetings in England, and by 
episAes firom W^es, North Britain, Irelaikd, Holland,' North 
and South Carolina^ Vii^inia, Maryland, Pennsylvailia, NeW- 
Yoik and New-England, we have information that the churches 
are generally preserved in love and unity, that a godly cate is 
maintained for the promotion of truth and virtue; that great 
willingness appears in many parts -to hear the trtiths of the 
gospel, that divers have been joined to us by convincement ; and 
that, amongst our brethren in the American colonies, our testi- 

c 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 EPISTLES PBOM THE [1774. 

mony against the inhumaii practice of slave-keeping gains 
ground, and hath had some happy influence on the minds of 
considerate people of other denominations; in opposition to 
that flagrant injustice to our fellow-creatures, for whom our 
Saviour shed his precious blood, as well as for others, and to 
whom he dispenseth a measure of his grace in common with the 
rest of mankind. 

It hath often deeply affected our spirits, in these our annual 
solemnities, when we have considered the excellence of that 
divine principle, the manifestation of Ood's Holy Spirit in the 
heart and conscience, repeatedly inculcated in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and held forth by us to the world ; and at the same time 
have reflected upon the conduct of many in profession with us, 
who, for want of due regard thereunto, have become darkened 
in their minds, lukewarm towards religion, and in divers cases 
obviously defective in duty, to their own hurt, and the disrepu- 
tation of our Christian society. Yet we have sufficient ground 
to believe, that a considerable number are preserved, who are 
honestly concerned to abide under the blessed guidance of the 
spirit of truth, to grow in grace, and in the saving knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to walk as becometh the gospel. 

We earnestly intreat that all may be stirred up to embrace 
that needful exhortation of the prophet, " Turn thou to thy 
Ood : keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God con- 
tinually.'' (Hosea xii. 6.) This, duly put in practice, would, by 
divine assistance, greatly conduce to the good of all. Be it 
therefore, brethren and sisters, who are parents of children, or 
heads of families, your constant endeavour, not to indulge any 
under your care in the leavening friendships of those who have 
not a living sense of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and there- 
fore abide in the modish vanities and pleasures of this world. 
Restrain them, as much as may be, from anything that hath a 
tendency to divert them from the true watch-tower of inward 
retirement; and, for your own sakes as well as theirs, neglect 
no opportunities of encouraging them thereunto by your 
example. 

'' What I say unto you,'' saith our Saviour, *' I say unto aU, 
watch." (Mark xiii. 87.) Be prevailed with therefore to make 
it your constant practice daily, before you enter upon affairs of 
a temporal nature, to wait reverently and patiently upon the 
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gracious Helper of Israel^ to feel the arising of his pure influence 
over your minds^ which you will find the best preparative for 
a proper discharge of duty in all your engagements ; and be 
careful^ whatever your concerns may be in the course of the day, 
to keep your attention towards Him, and to do nothing that 
may ofiend and cause Him to withdraw his preserving power 
from you, and leave you to your own weakness ; so shall you be 
guarded against the inroads of evil, and not live as without God 
in the world, but under an awful sense of his heavenly presence, 
and the conduct of his good Spirit, which leadeth in the way 
everlasting; and ^' blessed,'' saith the Psalmist, ''are the unde 
filed in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed are 
they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole 
heart. They also do no iniquity.'* (Psal. cidx. 1, &c.) 

We beseech you, dear young people, who are sensible of the 
visitation from on high, and have tasted the power of its love, 
suffer nothing to draw you from it. '' See that ye refuse not him 
that speaketh ; for if they escaped not who refused him that 
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away 
from him that speaketh from heaven.'' (Heb. xii. 25.) This 
inward speaker is the Spirit of your Redeemer. Esteem his 
reproofs above the world's caresses, and prize his cross before all 
its enjoyments ; for these will soon terminate in disappointment 
and sorrow, but that will lead to enduring substance. The way 
to the crown is strait to flesh and blood, and there is no other 
by which it can be obtained. Be neither afraid nor ashamed of 
it. Enter it in the days of your youth ; and whether you reach 
to old age or not, as you steadily persevere therein, you will have 
cause to rejoice in that peace which passeth the understanding 
of the carnal mind. Great is the advantage you possess above 
those in more advanced years, who have long suffered themselves 
to be ensnared into negligence and delays; and who, being 
again mercifully awakened to behold their danger, deeply de- 
plore the loss they have sustained, and the difficulty they find in 
their return from the many entanglements and inconveniences 
their former remissness had subjected them to. Improve the 
precious opportunity put into your hands. '' Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found : call ye upon him while he is near.'' 
It will be highly beneficial to you, and contribute much to your 
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strength and consolatioii^ if you employ that time in attending 
upon God, and seeking to advance in divine life and virtue^ 
which so jn^y of our fellow-creatures inconsiderately lavish 
away in idle ai;id unprofitable discourse; in. conversing with the 
numerous publications calculated to divert their attention irom 
the sacred writings, and from a virtuous and godly life^ iby 
grating .the passions^ exciting levity^ or instilling the per- 
niciQu^ principles of infidelity and licentiousness ; and also in 
the pursuit of varioup Jdnds of dissipating and. ruinous enter-* 
tainments^— those dangerous. sniuresof Satan^ which corrupt and 
captivate unguarded minds, whilst they pass upon them under 
the deceitful colour of innocent .amusements. Give due ffegard 
to that apostolic advice, ^^ Flee also youthful lusts ; but foUaw 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the 
Lord with a pure heart." <2 Tim. ii. 22.) 

We are senaihle, that many of you ha,ve experienced t>he SKOik 
of .truth begun, And in measure carried on in your hearts, to 
whom our ediortation is, stand always open theareunto. Set no 
bound in your minds to the opecation s£ ithe Holy Spirit, eiUher 
from inclinations to self-indnlgeace, or from ;l^e fear or favour 
of men. It is not for man to say to his Maker, Hitherto I will 
foUow thee, and no further : I must allow myself this and the 
oOker liberty, in spe^, in dcess, in behaviour, in converse, in 
commerce, or in any kind of aelf-gratification. You can never 
obtain divine approbation by this means, but will surely incur 
the displeasure of Him you ^ere created to obey, minister cause 
for Hiqi to withdraw the sense of his preserving presence firom 
yon, and leave you to the painful firuits of your own devisea* 
Renifember, ^'The way of man is not in himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps. The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord.'' (Jer. x. 23 ; Psal. xxxvii. 28.) 

Dear fripnds of every age and station, in all your assemblies 
foy divine worship look inward, and seek the Lord with fervency. 
Best not sati9fied with barely sitting amongst those who are 
engaged in spirit to dig for the wellspring of life and wisdom^ 
that they may have bread in their own houses, and water in 
their own cisterns. Content not yourselves with an expectation 
or desire only^ to hear the doctrines of the gospel dediured, like 
those in the time of the prophet Esekiel, conceming whom it 
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was said, by way of reproof, *' They come unto thee as the 
people Cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they 
hear thy words, but they will not do them. (Ezek. xxxiii. 31.) 

Let us pass the time of our sojourning here in the fear of 
God: for time is to all equally uncertain, and most surely 
diminisheth to us every day. It therefore highly behoves us to 
make the best use of the present portion of time, and measure 
of grace afforded, that we may be found in a state of readiness 
when the solemn hour of final separation shall approach. " For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." (2 Cor. v. 10.) 

May the infinite Author of all good vouchsafe to quicken us 
to stricter watchfulness, and more diligence in the discharge of 
our respective duties ; that through a reverent attention to his 
instruction, and obedience to his requirings, we may grow 
from one degree of grace and faith to another, and be so re- 
plenished with the virtue of his Holy Spirit, as to become fruit- 
ful into every good word and work ; that the end of our creation 
may be answered, which is to glorify our Father who is in 
heaven, and to enjoy everlasting blessedness in Him, who alone 
is worthy of all honour, praise and dominion for ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Jacob Hagen, 
Clerk to the meetlDg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1775. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

SVom the 6th of the Sixth Month, 1775, to the 10th of the same, 

hicltusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 
Ik a renewed sense of the love of Ood shed abroad in our 
hearts, we aflfectionately salute you, and give you to understand, 
that our annual assembly hath been measurably attended with 
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that ancient power and goodness which is the strength and 
comfort of the living in Israel : by the help whereof, the im- 
portant concerns of the Society have been transacted in a spirit 
of love, condescension and concord. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, from the 
counties in England, and from Wales, principally for tithes 
and those called church-rates, amount to four thousand three 
hundred and forty-four pounds ; and those from Ireland to one 
thousand four hundred and thirty-four pounds. The Friend 
mentioned in our last epistle as a prisoner, by a process in the 
Exchequer on account of tithes, hath been since set at liberty, 
in consequence of a sequestration and sale of his goods. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, Bhode-Island, and New England, Long- Island for 
New- York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, we are informed, that notwith- 
standing the apparent deviation of too many, a godly concern 
for the maintenance of upright walking, brotherly love, unity 
and order, subsists in the churches ; that several, through con- 
vincement, have been joined to our religious community in divers 
places; also, that the body of Friends in America, as well as 
here, are generally preserved from concerning themselves as 
parties in the present heats and commotions ; and we intreat all 
in membership with us, to enter as little into conversation 
respecting them as possible, and daily to seek for, and abide 
under, the influence of that heavenly principle which leads to 
'' follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord.'' 

We trust that we are called to show forth to the world in life 
and practice, that the blessed reign of the Messiah, the Prince 
of peace, is begun, and we doubt not but it will proceed till it 
attain, in due time, its completion in the earth, when, according 
to the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah, ^'Nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'' 

Influenced by these principles, we cannot consistently join 
with such as form combinations of a hostile nature against any, 
much less in opposition to those providentially placed either in 
sovereign or subordinate authority ; nor can we unite with or 
encourage such as indecently asperse or revile them : '' for it is 
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written, " Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people/' 
(Acts xxiii. 5.) 

And, dear firiends, seeing the Spirit of Truth, which manifesteth 
itself in the heart and conscience, is given for a leader into all 
truth ; by the assistance whereof, we may, through obedience, 
be enabled to demean ourselves with propriety, throughout the 
various transactions and trials incident to this life of probation : 
we beseech you, have an eye to its guidance in all your concerns, 
carefully avoiding all improper pursuits, and misleading amuse- 
ments. Endeavour to improve the precious moments afforded, 
to your lasting advantage. Take frequent opportunities of re- 
tiring to wait in humility and reverence upon the Lord ; and, 
in aU seasons of worship, whether public or private, let your 
attention be fixed singly upon Him, guarding against every 
thought and imagination which might obstruct your desires, and 
the strict adherence of your minds to the Father of spirits, and 
Fountain of immortal good. 

If, on such occasions, we sit in an unwatchful and unconcerned 
firame, indolence of mind will introduce heaviness of body ; and 
where drowsiness appears in meetings, it is a grief and burden 
to the sensibly concerned, an ill example to others, and reproach- 
ful to our holy profession. 

Let everyone therefore, who professes to worship the omni- 
present Lord in spirit and truth, give diligent attendance both 
on [the] first and other days of the week, and be neither care- 
less in coming together, nor slack in exercise when assembled. 
Let all affairs of an inferior nature give place to this great and 
profitable duty ; for true worship is both acceptable to Gk)d and 
beneficial to our own souls. 

"The Lord," saith the prophet, "is good unto them that 
wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him.^ This ought to 
encourage, and strongly induce us, often to renew the practice 
of humble retirement before the bountiful rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him. The more it is followed, the comforts 
of divine grace are the more experienced, faith increased, and 
ability received to live " according to God in the spirit/' And the 
apostle exhorts, " If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit/' (1 Peter iv. 6 ; Gal, v. 25.) 

Whoever would be truly a disciple of Christ, must know not 
only a beginning, but an abiding in the Spirit. It is not 
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sufiScient for any, that they have once known the truth, and for 
a time followed its leadings. If they are since becdme indif- 
ferent and cool in their minds towards it, they are fallen from 
their first love, their first faith, and their first Works. " I have 
somewhat against thee,'' said the Spirit to the church of Ephesus, 
''because thou has left thy first love. Remember therefdre 
frdm whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do tlie fii*st Works ; 
or ehe I will come tmto thee quickly, and will i^einove thy 
oandlestick out of his place.'' (Rev. ii. 4, 5.) 

Our Savidur, alluding to the day of gracious visitation affbi^ded 
xtB, saith, " Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk 
while ye have Kght, lest darkness come upon y6u ; for he thalt 
walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye 
have light, believe in the Kght, that y6 may be the children df 
light." (John xii. 35, 86.) 

Truly to believe, and steadily to walk in the light of God^s 
Holy Spirit, we must resign ourselves to its guidance, and abide 
in th6 f>ath8 of humility atid self-denial. — ^The over anxious cares 
of the worH, and the inordinate delights thereof, are incom- 
J>atible with the life "of a follower of Christ, who said, *' If any 
mab will cottie after ihe, let him deny himself, and take lip his 
cross daily, and follow me.— Whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple.'^ (Luke ix. 23 ; 
riv. 27.) 

" The preaching of thd cross,^* saith the apostle, ^'is to them 
that perish, foolishness; but imto us who are saved it is the 
power of Gk)d." (1 Cor. i. 18.) In the cr6ss the power is ex- 
perienced ; out of the croiss we want the power, and necessarily 
abide in weakness, void of that sense of the divine presence, 
which is the strength iand support of the faithftil. Hence, in 
great ineasure, ariseth that mournful and discouraging complaint 
of lowness and debility ; and is it not to be attributed to the 
lukewarmness, the neglect and disobedienlee of individuals, and 
to the remissness of those parts of the body which fail in a due 
exertion d£ discipline, and in communicating proper and tiiiiely 
admonition. 

From the mixture 6f pain, trouble, and disappointment, which 
in the course of Providence, attends all sublunary enjoyments, 
and from the many warnings given forth in Holy Writ, against 
resting upon them, or indulging ourselves in them, as well as 
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firom. the remorse that ensues upon sucli indulgence ; it is 
evident that a life of self-gratification is dangerous to our 
present and future happiness. 

We are therefore called upon to watch continually, and to 
pass the time of our sojourning here in fear. A reverent regard 
to this advice is undoubtedly requisite. Time slides away apace, 
and'must inevitably bring us to that solemn period when our 
state will be determined either to happiness or misery for ever. 
How .Giccumspect then ought we to be, thitt neither the cares nor 
comforts, the profits nor pleasares, of this mutable life, may so 
prevail as to prevent the improvement required at our hands, 
and beguile us of our reward I ''To be carnally minded is 
death ; bnt to be spiritually minded is Ufb :aiid peace.'' (Bom. 
viiL 6.!) 

" If any man be in CJbrist, he is a new creature.'' (2 Cob. v, 17-) 
Whoever, therefore, would be a true Christtan, must not 'trust in 
a name, or a profession of Christiaidty, but be inwardly engaged 
to eKperience the effectual work of regeneration, to pat off the 
old man which is corrupt, according to the deceitful ItistS) and 
to be renewed in the spirit of his moind, by putting *' on the new 
man, wMch after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness." For this end, let neither the levity of a vain mind, 
nor Hbe darkness of a camai understanding hold any of us in 
bondage to earthly thi^s, and objects of a perishing nature | 
but let us he fervently oonoemed to seek the accomplishment of 
this great and necessary work in us, that we may be found in a 
state of preparation for that awful moment, when the dust shall 
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who gave 
it. Then may we hope that when Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, we also shall appear with him in glory, (Eodes. xiL 7 ; 
Colos. iii. 4.) 

Signed in and on the behalf of our Yearly Meeting, by 

Joseph Docwea, 
Clerk to the meeting this year.^ 
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EPISTLE, 1776. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting, in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 27th of the Fifth Month, to the Ist of the Sixth Month, 
1776, inclosive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In the love and fellowship of the gospel, we tenderly salute 
you, as partakers of the like precious faith with us, and hereby 
acquaint you, that we have renewed occasion to acknowledge 
the gracious extension of divine goodness to us in this our large 
and solemn assembly ; by which the souls of many have been 
refreshed and edified, and ability received to transact the affairs 
of the church in much brotherly love and concord. 

The amount of Friends^ sufferings brought in this year, from 
the counties in England and Wales, being principally for tithes 
and those called church-rates, is three thousand nine hundred 
and ninety -nine pounds ; and those from Ireland, one thousand 
three hundred and eighty-seven pounds. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland 
and Holland, we have information that love and unity are 
generally preserved ; that the merciful visitations of divine grace' 
are still continued, and appear eminently extended to the youth 
amongst us, as well as to many of other professions in several 
parts, divers of whom have been admitted into membership with 
us through convincement. 

By epistles received from several of the provinces in America, 
we have affecting information of the state of Friends in those 
parts; and deeply sympathize with the faithful, wheresoever 
they are situated, under their afflictions, and fervently desire, 
that this season of outward probation may be sanctified to all. 
We are sensible it must try the foundations of many, and we 
trust it may bring again to the fold some, who, during a long 
enjoyment of ease and tranquillity in those once happy and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1776.] YEARLY MEETING. 29 

floarisliing countries^ have incautiously wandered till they have 
almost forgotten the true shepherd of the flock^ Christ Jesus. 

It is worthy of the serious consideration of all^ whether the 
calamities now deeply affecting this great empire^ may not have 
been permitted by Divine Providence in displeasure^ on account 
of the accumulated transgressions of the people : let all^ there- 
fore^ honestly and strictly enquire^ how far they have indi- 
vidually contributed thereto. 

And^ dear friends, we earnestly recommend it to all^ humbly 
to bow themselves before the Lord of the universe^ craving his 
divine assistance^ and the preservation of the faithful of every 
denomination ; fervently desiring that he may grant repentance 
and forgiveness to those who have long lived in forgetfulness 
of the Grod who formed them for a purpose of his glory, and of 
Christ their Holy Redeemer. 

Let us humbly retire to that blessed principle of strength and 
wisdom, the grace of Ood manifested in our hearts; that, 
through a strict adherence thereunto, we may be favoured to 
experience it to be as a munition of rocks, and a sure hiding 
place, to which the righteous fly and are safe in every time of 
trial, that, in like manner with the evangelical prophet, we may 
be enabled truly to say, '' I will trust, and not be afraid ; for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song, he also is 
become my salvation.'^ (Isa. zii. 2.) 

. Finally, brethren, keep in singleness of heart and resignation 
of soul to the Almighty, that he may bless and replenish you. 
with that perfect love which casteth out all fear. Then shall 
ye be at peace in yourselves, and one with another, and *' the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
liearts and minds through Christ Jesus.'' (Phil. iv. 7.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Thomas Butteb, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, I77r. 
From the; Tbajrly MBBrma, in London^, held bt ADJOOTMiiawrs; 

From the 19tb of the Fifth Month, 1777, to the 24th of the same, 
indnsiye. 

To. tie. Quarterly and MmtAfy MeetmgB cf. Fti0i»d9%n\GH<U 
Britain^ Ireland, and elmohsre. 

DBAMiY BELOVED FbIENDS AND BbETHREN, , 

Xlm^ES, an' awful sense of that divine love and neecy-yWhtck 
have been gradoasly renewed tousin this our annual a8seinbl7> 
we tenderly salate yon^ and thankfully adcuowledge the good^ 
oess of Gt>d to us, both in our :meeting$ for worship, and those 
fpr ti^ansaeting tbe necessary affairs o£ the chufch ; which have 
been well attended, and the business conducted in a solid and 
weighity manner^ to our edification and comfort. 

Tbe amount o£ Friends' suffiraings brought in this year, jfrom 
the counties in England and Wales^ being chiefly for tirthes and 
those called church'-rates, is three thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-one pounds ; and those from Ireland,, one thousand four 
hundred and forty-five pounds. 

By aeeounts from the several Quarterly Meetings in En^and^ 
and by Epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
Bhode-Island for New-*England^ New-Yorky PennsylTaaiai and 
New* Jersey, we- have, received information,, that, notwith- 
standing :the instability and deviation of some amongst U8> the* 
divine visitotions.of truth have so happily prevaUed upon others,, 
that many appear to have been convinced of our religious prin- 
ciples, and divers have joined in membership with us since last 
year. 

We have also, with much satisfaction, to acquaint you, that 
the general body of Friends in America, under all the trials and 
difficulties they are exposed to in these times of confusion and 
peril, have been preserved in a conduct consistent with our 
peaceable principles. United in brotherly love, and in the same 
precious faith, we truly sympathize with them, verily believing 
it to be our indispensable duty to promote the gospel of peace 
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in life and practice, and to approve ourselves followers of the 
Lamb of God, who, when upon earth, overcame through suffering, 
and left us an example that we should follow his steps^. (1 Peter.- 
ii. 21.) For, according to Holy Writ, "He that saith he 
abideth in Him, ought himself also to walk, even as he walked/' 
(1 John ii. 6.) 

We are likewise agreeably informed of the unremitting con- 
cern, and great labour used by our friends in the colonies, to 
obtain the freedom of those poor Africans who H^e still held i^ 
. a state of bondage ; and also of their, especial care to prevent 
all professing with us, from amy way ministering eacpuragement 
to. 3\ich as carry on that inhuman traffic, of dealiug in mankind, , 
and forcibly enslaving their fellow-creatures, for the sake of a, 
perishing interest. The Christian endeavours and example of 
our brethren in this respect, afford an additional satisfaction, as 
they haye induced many of other professions to restore numbers 
of these injured people to their liberty. And it is our earnest 
desire, that Friends in these kingdoms may carefully avoid; 
every temptation to assist in, or promote, a business so. cruel, 
iniquitous, and unchristian. 

And, dear friends, amongst the many hurtful things those are 
liable to, who live not in due subjection to the light of Gk>d's 
Holy Spirit in their own consciences, let us revive in your view 
at thi^ time, that of mixing in marriage with those of different 
persuasions in religion. 

Marriage, being a divine ordinance, and a solemn engagement 
for term of life, is of great importance to our , peace and well- 
being in this world, and may prpve of no small consequence 
respecting our state in that which is to come ; yet it is often too 
incon^erately entered into, upon motives inconsistent with, the 
evidenjb intention of that unerring Wisdom by which it was 
primarily ordained ; which was for the mutual assistance and 
comfort of both jsexes, that they might be meet-ihelps to each 
ot^r, both, in spirituals and temporals, and that their endeavpuni . 
might be united for the pious and proper education of their 
childr^,^ in the nurture and admonition of the Lord), and for 
suitably qualifying them to discharge their duty in their various 
allotments in the world. 

Marriage implies union and concurrence, as well in spiritual 
as tempoml cofic^rns. Whilst the parties differ in religion. 
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they stand disunited in the main point ; even that which should 
increase and confirm their mutual happiness, and render them 
meet-helps and blessings to each other. — Where it is otherwise 
the reciprocal obligation they have entered into becomes their 
burden, and the more so, as it may not be of a short and tran- 
sient duration : whatever felicity they might expect or flatter 
themselves with in the beginning, they have found themselves 
disappointed of, by the daily uneasiness accompanying their 
minds, and embittering their enjoyments. 

The perplexed situation of the offspring of such alliances is 
likewise to be lamented. Attached by nature to both parents, 
the confusion they are in often renders them unfixed in prin- 
ciple, and unsettled in practice ; or if, as it is usual, the sons go 
with the father, and the daughters with the mother, brothers 
and sisters are trained up in lines of conduct diverse from, and, 
in some cases, opposite to each other. Thus, differing in prin- 
ciple, they are frequently divided in affection, and, though so 
nearly related, are sometimes at the greatest distance from that 
love and harmony which ought continually to subsist between 
them. 

To prevent falling into these disagreeable and disorderly en- 
gagements, it is requisite to beware of the paths that lead to 
them — ^the sordid interests, and ensnaring friendships of the 
world, the contaminating pleasures and idle pastimes of earthly 
minds ; also the various solicitations and incentives to festivity 
and dissipation. Let them likewise especially avoid too frequent 
and too familiar converse with those from whom may arise a 
danger of entanglement, by their alluring the passions, and 
drawing the affections after them. 

For want of due watchfulness, and obedience to the convic- 
tions of divine grace in their consciences, many amongst us, as 
well as others, have wounded their own souls, distressed their 
friends, injured their families, and done great disservice to the 
church, by these unequal connections ; which have proved an 
inlet to much degeneracy, and mournfully affected the minds 
of those who labour under a living concern for the good of all, 
and the prosperity of truth upon earth. 

Finally, brethren, that ye may be of those concerning whom 
the Lord said formerly, by his prophet, " This people have I 
formed for myself; they shall show forth mypraise/' {Isa.xliii.21.) 
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we beseech you, cleave to Him with full purpose of heart; 
trust in Him, be willingly subject to the reproofs of instruc- 
tion, and the guidance of divine grace ; that ye may kept in 
brotherly love, and walk in wisdom towards those that are 
without, giving no occasion of stumbling nor oflTence to any, 
either in word or deed ; but by a circumspect and savoury con- 
versation, ministering to the help of those whose eyes are upon 
you, to observe how your conduct answers the holy principle 
of your profession. 

May the God of all grace sanctify your hearts by the eflFectual 
operation of his Holy Spirit, that, in the conclusion, he may 
receive you into his kingdom of unchangeable purity, peace, and 
glory. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Sampson Lloyd, Jun. 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1778. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 8th of the Sixth Month, 1778, to the 13th of the same, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in a sense of that pure and powerful love 
which, through our Lord Jesus Christ, hath been mercifully 
renewed to us in this our large and solemn assembly, to the 
help and refreshment of our spirits in transacting the affairs of 
the church; which have been conducted in the fellowship of the 
gospel, and under a deep engagement of mind for the .whole 
flock and family; that all may be sincerely concerned, and truly 
enabled, to walk worthy of the vocatio wherewith we are called, 
in *' lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love," and "endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace." (Ephes. iv. 8.) 

The amount of Friends^ sufferings brought iu this year from 
vol. II. D 
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the counties in England and Wales^ being principally for tithes 
and those called church-rates, is four thousand five hundred 
and ninety-one pounds ; and those from Ireland, one thousand 
six hundred and seventy-seven pounds. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North-Britain^ Ireland, 
Holland, New-England, New-York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, we are acquainted that love and unity are generally 
preserved in the churches ,* and that a considerable number hath 
been added to the Society, by convincement, in various parts. 
We are also informed, that the difficulties and distresses of our 
friends in America have been, and still continue to be^ great in 
divers provinces. 

'^Affliction, it is said, '^ cotneth not forth of the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground.'^ (Job v. 6.) Let the 
present calamities, therefore, awfully impress every mind, and 
lead us seriously to reflect, both on the many mercies we, with 
our fellow-subjects, have long and largely enjoyed, and the dis- 
tressing prospect now before us ; that all may individually turn 
to the Lord with full purpose of heart, and, in a sense of our 
own nothingness and unworthiness, abide in humble prostration 
of spirit before Him, that he may vouchsafe to forgive our 
oflfences, to renew his covenant of peace with us, and enable us 
to walk as lights in the world ; and by our savoury conversation 
and exemplary conduct, to lead the tender inquirer into the life 
of righteousness and true holiness. 

We also tenderly intreat, that none who have received a sense 
of divine visitation may either rest contented with a bare con- 
vincement, or satisfy themselves with having been enabled to 
make some advances in the way to life and salvation, concluding 
they have sufficiently attained, that they are already made 
whole, and that all is safe and well with them j for such may be 
assured, they have suffered loss, though they see it not ; and if 
they so continue, will, at best settle in a state of weakness, 
dwarfishness, and danger. Let not any therefore sit as at ease in 
Zion ; but let all arise, and with zeal and fervency press daily 
forward, following on to know the Lord, and acknowledging 
Him in all their ways, that he may direct their paths ; lest, like 
the backsliders in Israel, they fall in the wilderness, and never 
obtain an inheritance in the promised land. 
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Had every one in professsion with us been duly careful to live 
in subjection to the principle of truth, those afflicting occasions 
of sorrow and of censure, which arise from an inordinate pur- 
suit of the profits^ the pleasures of the world, and the pride of 
life, might have been prevented. An extension of trade and 
business beyond the bounds of prudence, justice, and propriety, 
and the limitations of God's holy witness in the conscience, 
cannot obtain that divine blessing which alone maketh truly 
rich, and adds no sorrow : therefore it is not to be wondered at, 
if the hazardous adventures of the covetous and imprudent should 
terminate in their failure, the grief of their friends, the hurt of 
their connections, and reproach of their profession. 

Experience hath abundantly verified that just and striking 
reflection in Holy Writ: "They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil ; which, while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.'' (1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.) 

Being painfully affected with some recent instances of this 
nature, we earnestly exhort, that Friends, in the districts of 
their respective Monthly Meetings, be watchful over one another 
in love; and particularly caution such as appear in danger .of 
launching beyond their depth, by entering into concerns too 
extensive, or too numerous for their abilities to discharge with 
punctuality and honour : and where dealing with any such is 
found requisite, we intreat you, brethren, have no respect to 
persons in judgment: yet as the apostle Jude directs, "On 
some have compassion, making a difference,'^ (Jude, verse 22,) 
according to the diversity of cases. But if any wilfully proceed 
against the advice or admonition of Friends, let them in due 
time be dealt with as the discipline of the Society requires. 

And we further most tenderly exhort, that all be warned 
against spending their time, and the substance in their hands, 
unprofitably, by resorting to places of vain, irreligious, and dis- 
sipating entertainment ; also, against high and expensive living, 
or an affectation of pomp and figure: by which unwarrant- 
able and unbecoming practices, many have been reduced to the 
want of a piece of bread ; besides the loss they have sustained 

D 2 
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in credit and character^ and the distress and anxiety of mind 
which are the certain consequences of such misconduct. 

The sacred writings inform us, " Christ died for all, that they 
which live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them." (2 Cor. v. 15.) To live unto Him, 
we must live and walk in his Spirit, observe his precepts, and 
follow his example in the way of humility, moderation, and self- 
denial ; otherwise, we cannot be his followers. " If any man,'' 
" saith he, " will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me.'' (Luke ix. 23.) 

A professional belief in Christ, and of the doctrines of the 
gospel, may denominate us Christians ; but to be Christians 
indeed, we must be indued with the spirit and nature of Chris- 
tianity. *' He is not a Jew," saith the apostle, '^ which is one 
outwardly :" (Rom. ii. 28 :) neither is he a true Christian who is 
only one outwardly ; " for, in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature." 
(Gal. vi. 15.) " If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." 
(2 Cor. V. 17.) Consequently, no man is in reality any further 
a Christian, than as he is created anew in Christ Jesus. " It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing." 
(John vi. 63.) 

^ Seeing, therefore, that essential and acceptable religion is only 
produced and maintained in us, through a renovation of heart 
by the Spirit, the more frequently we wait for its powerful 
influence, and the more fervently we seek it, the oftener we 
shall find it renewed to us : for, *' they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shaU run, and not be weary ; and they shall walk, 
and not faint." (Isa. xl. 31.) 

Finally, brethren, as the present season is a time of deep 
exercise and trial, let every one be weightily impressed with a 
living concern, to look steadily to Him who is able to save 
to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him. If we live 
in his fear, we shall have just ground to confide in his pro- 
tection ; and that He will preserve us through all the vicissitudes 
of this mutable state, in the safe munition of his own spirit and 
power, where the instability of things without will not be suffered 
improperly or immoderately to affect us. The things of the 
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world are in continual fluctuation and uncertainty, and in pro- 
portion to the hope and dependence that any place upon them^ 
will be their loss and disappointment : but '^ they that trust in 
the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved */' — 
for, '' as the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about his people from henceforth, even for ever/^ 
(Psal. cxxv.) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Isaac Wilson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1779. 

Peom the Yeaely Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, 1779, to the 29th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren,, 

In the love of God, and the fellowship of the gospel, which 
we have, with deep thankfulness of heart, in a good degree 
experienced to attend us, both in our meetings for worship, and 
those for transacting the affairs of the Church, we affectionately 
salute you ; with fervent desires that brotherly love, peace, and 
concord, may continue and increase amongst us, and that a 
tender and Christian concern may come upon all, in their 
respective stations, for the maintenance of good order, and the 
promotion of truth and righteousness upon earth. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland^ 
Holland, New-England, New- York, Pennsylvania, New- Jersey, 
Maryland, North and South Carolina, and Georgia, we are 
informed that love and unity are generally preserved in the 
churches, to many of which divers have been joined through 
convincement ; and that a considerable number of well-disposed 
youth appears in various parts. 
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The sufferings of our brethren in America have been great in 
many places, especially in Pennsylvania, the Jerseys^ Long* 
Island, Rhode-Island, and Nantucket, These sufferings have 
principally arisen from that confusion and distress which are 
inseparable firom war, from the laws enacted for promoting 
military services, and from acts enforcing declarations of alle- 
giance to those in power. 

The Friends who were banished from Philadelphia have been 
permitted to return to their habitations, excepting two, who 
died in exile ; and some of those who were imprisoned have been 
set at liberty. 

It is with satisfaction we understand that their meetings for 
worship and discipline are duly kept up, and that^ notwith- 
standing the difficulties and dangers which surround them^ 
Friends attend them with diligence, and many from remote 
places ; their minds are often tendered therein, and uiiited in 
love one to another, and in deep sympathy with the sufferers 
amongst them. And it evidently appears that the turning of the 
mighty hand of the Lord upon them hath not been in vain ; 
but that, having learned by the things they have suffered^ and 
from the apprehension of future probations, they are engaged 
to wait for that divine help, protection, and support, which alone 
can enable them* to endure with patience and holy resignation 
the trials that are permitted to attend them. 

Our brethren in those parts gratefully acknowledge the kind- 
ness and regard of Friends in England and Ireland, in so early 
and liberally contributing to the relief of their distresses. Many, 
firom easy circumstances, have been reduced to great hardships 
and necessities, but have been measurably kept in a state of 
contentment : these have shared the benevolence of those who 
have been preserved from the like sufferings. It appears," that 
their afflictions, though grievous in divers places, have tended to 
awaken many to a proper sense of their condition, and to increase 
a watchfulness and care, that they may walk answerable to the 
mercies received, and stand faithful in the testimonies committed 
to their charge, against wars and other anti-christian practices. 

May a deep sympathy with our afflicted brethren affect every 
mind ; and may we all watch unto prayer, that it may please 
the divine Majesty to shorten the day of their distress. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in thi^^ear from England 
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and Wales^ being chiefly for tithes and those called church- 
rates^ amount to three thousand seven hundred and sixty-three 
pounds : and those from Ireland to one thousand two hundred 
and fifty-four pounds. 

Inasmuch as we have sufficient ground to believe that the 
true gospel ministry is freely received from the Holy Head and 
unchangeable High Priest of the Christian Churchy and by Him 
commanded to be freely given ; (Matt. x. 8 ;) we cannot esteem 
the laws of men^ made in the apostatized state of the professing 
churches^ as of any force to control and supersede his divine 
law^ or to warrant us to act in violation thereof : we therefore 
exhort you, brethren^ be true and stedfast in the faith once 
delivered to the saints^ and deeply suffered for by divers of the 
Protestant martyrs^ as well as by our own faithful predecessors. 
However any amongst us^ to whom blindness in part hath 
happened^ may swerve from the law^ and from the testimony ; 
suffer it not^ to fall as in the streets^ through your weakness, or 
the want of your example ; lest^ for your denial of Christ before 
men^ he deny you before his Father^ and the holy angels. 

Let us also remind such as may be remiss in attention to the 
teachings of the grace of God in their own hearts, that the 
kingdom of Christ is a peaceable kingdom ; and though his 
servants walk in the flesh, they do not war after the flesh. 
(2 Cor. X. 3.) He commands them to love their enemies; 
(Matt. V. 44,) and many who have followed him in the regenera- 
tion, and abode under his government, have found themselves 
restrained from all wars and fightings; which are not of the 
Spirit of the Saviour, but that of the destroyer of mankind : 
believing this, we cannot consistently take any part therein; 
nor be concerned as owners of armed vessels, in letters of 
marque, or as purchasers of prize goods, neither can we assist 
in the sale of them : for whoever amongst us so confederate 
with the captors, afford evident tokens that they either prefer 
the gain of a corrupt interest to the convictions of divine light 
in their own consciences, or that they are become insensible of 
them ; both which must tend to their condemnation. 

Now, dear friends, seeing our time is ever silently upon the 
wing, and the opportunity afforded us for the important work of 
preparation daily shortening; knowing also, that the solemn 
period [approaches], wherein every individual, however occupied 
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in this transient mode of being, musfc soon be called hence^ and 
may, in a moment unexpected, be broken off from every tem- 
poral connexion, by that awful command, " Give an account of 
thy stewardship ; for thou mayest be no longer steward ;'' let us 
be vigilant, and in earnest so to improve the precious time 
allotted us, that when this awakening call approaches, our con- 
sciences may not accuse us j but our faith may be firm, and an 
admittance granted us into that city which hath foundations^ 
whose builder and maker is God ! 

" See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Peace be 
to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with them all that love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." (Eph. v. 15 ; vi. 23, 24.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Fothergill, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1780. 
Trom the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 15th of the Fifth Month, 1780, to the 20th of the same, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We feel our minds engaged, in deep reverence and thankful- 
ness, to acknowledge the eminent tokens of divine regard, both 
immediately and instrumentally vouchsafed to us at this season ; 
by which we have been much refreshed, and enabled to transact 
the aflFairs of the church, in unity, harmony, and brotherly love, 
wherein we affectionately salute you ; fervently desiring, that in 
all your respective meetings, your spirits may be united in an 
earnest travail for the arising of that quickening spring of 
heavenly power and virtue, which is the life and crown of our 
solemnities. 
, The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
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the counties of England and Wales, being principally for tithes 
and those called church-rates^ is three thousand eight hundred 
and eleven pounds ; and those from Ireland, one thousand two 
hundred and eighty-one pounds. 

By accounts from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
New England, New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, we are 
informed, that a considerable convincement appears in divers 
places, and many have joined in membership with us, both in 
these parts and America ; and also, that the just and charitable 
endeavours of Friends on that continent have so happily 
succeeded, that the slavery of the poor negroes is nearly put an 
end to amongst them, and has greatly decreased amongst those 
of other professions. 

Advice hath been often communicated from this meeting on 
the subject of education, the eflFects of which are so manifestly 
interesting and important to mankind: for though it is the 
grace and good Spirit of God, through Christ, that bringeth 
salvation, yet, the earlier young minds are instructed, and the 
better they are prepared to receive the seed of the kingdom, the 
more likely they will be to retain its virtue, and profit thereby. 
Youth are very liable to form intimacies with those who suit 
their natural inclinations and passions, and to imbibe their 
spirit and manners, which too often lead them from a due atten- 
tion to the manifestations of truth in their own hearts, and to 
disregard the salutary advice of their friends, till they become 
entangled in disagreeable and hurtful connexions; out of which, 
it may not be in the power of their friends to extricate them. 
We therefore intreat you, brethren and sisters, who are placed 
over them, as parents, guardians, or teachers, to keep those 
under your charge, as much as possible, out of the way of temp- 
tation, both by timely caution and proper restraint. Train 
them up in useful learning, and to suitable employments. Inure 
them to the frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
religious writings of those who have been concerned and expe- 
rienced in the work and power of truth. Guard them against 
all publications which have a tendency to affect and heighten 
their passions, to excite lightness and vanity, or to instil prin- 
ciples of infidelity and licentiousness : minister not to their hurt 
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by improper iudxilgence, nor suffer them to fall into evil through 
conni?ance, or neglecting to apprize them of the dangers tluit 
9UiTOund them. 

And, dear young people, we tenderly beseech you, receiya 
with all due regard, the wholesome counsel of those who are 
honestly concerned for you, and the labours of love both publicly 
and privately bestowed upon you ; and, above all, adhere to the 
Spirit of Christ in your own hearts; which, if ye wait for, and 
diligently seek after, ye will feel to move livingly in your mind^ 
against all manner of evil, and^ through daily submission to its 
divine guidance, ye will experience the blessed operation thereof, 
till ye are favoured with a participation of its heavenly nature, 
and enabled to abide under its preserving power; the safe muni- 
tion of the watchful and obedient. 

Let not anything divert your attention firom this divine prin- 
ciple, nor draw you to join with temptation ; for notwithstanding 
the oorruptions pf the world may appear displeasing, or even 
disgustful to you, on their first presentation, if ye fly not firomj 
but tamper or amuse yourselves with them, they will soon 
become familiar, and at length desirable. Thus many have 
gradually fallen into bondage to things they once held in 
abhorence. 

And, dear friends, let a tender and Christian concern come 
upon you all, in your several stations, to walk as becometh the 
gospel, and to watch over one another for good ; and we especially 
entreat those appointed as elders and overseers to be diligent in 
the discharge of their extensive and important duties ; that the 
ignorant may be informed, the weak strengthened, the tender 
encouraged, the scattered sought out, the unwary cautioned, the 
unruly warned; and that such as act in opposition to the testi- 
paonies re(][uired of us by the spirit and doctrines of truth, may 
be treated with in love and meekness, yet with an holy firmness; 
that the cause of truth may not be suffered to fall, through the 
remissness of those who are placed as watchmen on the walls of 
Sion. 

It is much to be lamented, that any who have descended from 
pious ancestors, should fail of coming up in the steps of their 
forefathers, who stood firm in their integrity to the truth mani- 
fested unto them^ through all the violence of persecution and 
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outrage they met with, that they might keep a conscience void 
of offence to Him who graciously supported them in exemplary 
faith and patience. 

The Christian principle they with so much zeal and constancy 
' maintained^ and so deeply suffered for> ought certainly to be of 
no light estimation with us in this day of ease, wherein we enjoy 
the freedom publicly to worship the great Author of our being, 
and well-being, according to our consciences, and to hold forth 
the several branches of our religious duty to him, without 
enduring the like severities with our predecessors. They nobly 
kept their ground in the stormy season, and shall any of us, 
their successors, who reap the advantage of their faithfulness, 
take our flight in a time of calmness and serenity 7 We are 
under the same obligation they were, to testify to the truth, 
both in profession and practice, to walk in self-denial, and to 
follow Christ in the regeneration. Let none, therefore, deny 
him by disobedience to his requirings, or be ashamed of him 
before men, lest he deny them before his Father who is in 
heaven. 

We are not under a necessity of applying to others, that we 
may learn how the case stands betwixt God and our own souls. 
Experience concurs with Holy Writ in teaching us, that his 
witness is within us, either excusing or accusing, according to 
our faithfulness or unfaithfulness thereunto. To this internal 
witness let all be intreated to give strict and reverent observance) 
not suffering the momentary acquisitions, or the fleeting enjoys 
ments, of this world, to steal away the precious time mercifully 
allowed them, wherein to prepare for higher and more enduring 
fruitions. 

Now, though we think it needful thus to stir you up to duty, 
we are well satisfied that many of you are sincerely concerned 
to dwell ixL subjection to the gifk of God in your own hearts ; 
and we fervently desire the preservation and establishment of 
such in the blessed truth. May the number of these abundantly 
increase throughout the churches ; that the refreshing showers 
of divine favour may be frequently renewed, and fall upon them 
** as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon 
the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the 
blessing, even life for evermore.^' (Psa cxxxiii. 3.) 

<' Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
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above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." (Eph. iii. 
20, 21.) 

Signed in, on behalf, and by order of our Meeting aforesaid, by 

William Bleckly, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1781. 

From the Yeaely Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 4th of the Sixth Month, 1781, to the 9th of the same^ 
indnsive. 

To the (Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We have abundant cause thankfully to acknowledge the gra- 
cious condescension of the Lord our God, in favouring this large 
and solemn assembly with the renewal of his ancient power and 
goodness ; under a sense whereof his high and holy name hath 
been reverently worshipped, and the affairs before us conducted 
in much brotherly love and concord, wherein we tenderly salute 
you, with fervent desires that all in profession with us may sin- 
cerely seek to be gathered into, and united together in, the one 
Spirit of the one true living Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and may become strengthened and established in Him 
for ever. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England and Wales 
brought in this year, being chiefly for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is four thousand and seventy-one pounds; and 
those from Lreland, one thousand four hundred and forty-seven 
pounds. 

By accounts from the Quarterly Meetings in England, and by 
epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, New 
England, New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Maryland^ 
Virginia, North and South Carolina and Georgia, we have 
information, that love and unity are generally preserved in the 
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churclies : to which in divers parts^ considerable additions have 
been made by convincement. We have also to observe, respect- 
ing our brethren on the continent of America^ that their suffer- 
ings on account of our peaceable testimony appear to increase, 
through the adverse occurrences arising from the continuance of 
the present unhappy commotions ; yet they have gratefully to 
acknowledge^ that through the superintending goodness of divine 
Providence, they have been generally favoured to hold their reli- 
gious meetings without molestation : and, notwithstanding their 
numerous losses and various distresses, we find they have so far 
proceeded in the restoration of their captive negroes to their just 
liberty, that the completion of that humane and charitable work 
appears to be at no great distance. 

And, dear friends, as occasion calls upon us, from some mari- 
time parts of this nation, to revive in your remembrance the 
following advice in our epistle of the year 1757, we here recom- 
mend it to your serious observance. 

" It having been weightily under the consideration of this 
meeting, to discourage all under our profession from that great 
inconsistency of being concerned in privateers, letters of marque, 
or ships armed in a warlike manner, we think it necessary very 
earnestly to recommend to all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, 
to keep a watchful eye over their members in this important 
branch of our Christian testimony ; and where any inclination 
towards such practices appears, that timely admonition and 
suitable counsel be given in the spirit of love and meekness.^ 

" And, dear friends, as it hath pleased the Almighty to reveal 
unto mankind his Son Jesus Christ, the peaceable Saviour, let 
it be our steady concern to demonstrate to the world that we 
are his followers, by bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, ^ love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance/ (Gal. v. 22, 23.) And, as we are called out of 
wars and fightings, so let them be as seldom as possible the 
subjects of our conversation ; but let a holy care rest upon us, 
to abide in that power which gives dominion over the hopes and 
fears that arise from the concerns of an unstable world and 
tend, as they are admitted into the mind, to lessen the trust 
upon that rock which is immoveable.^' 

And, being fervently engaged in spirit that our Christian 
testimony against wars and fighting may and increase and pre- 
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vail in the earthy we are constrained to intreat Friends every- 
where^ to keep clear of touching in any respect^ or dealing in^ 
those things which tend to promote the dreadful calamity of 
war. Let not the love of gain be put in competition with the 
welfare and happiness of mankind. Beware lest blood-guilti- 
ness be found in the skirts of any. Beware lest the profits 
accumulated by such means should prove a snare and n curse 
instead of a blessing*. And^ in order to take away the reproach 
brought upon us by the inconsistent conduct of some in pro- 
fession with usj we earnestly recommend that such may be 
laboured with^ in a spirit of love and tenderness^ to convince 
them of their error. 

Seeing also that some have not been sufficiently concerned to 
keep themselves clear of unadvised and imprudent adventures 
in trade and business^ but have unwarrantably sought to support 
an appearance in the world above their circumstances, to the 
ruin of themselves, and the hurt of others who placed a con- 
fidence in them ; we think it requisite to renew oar advice upon 
that head, as expressed in our epistle of 1754, viz.-^ 

''We beseech you, brethren, stand upon your guard against 
the love of this world, and the deceitfiilness of riches; the 
nature of which is to choke the good seed, and to render men 
unfiniitful. An eager pursuit after the grandeur of this world, 
is a certain token of earthly-mindedness ; and those who mind 
earthly things are represented by the apostle Paul as enemies 
of the cross of Christ : the beloved disciple of our Lord also 
expressly assures us that, ' if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.' (1 John ii. 15.) A resolution to 
be rich hath destroyed many. ' They that will be rich, (saith 
the apostle,) fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil ; which, 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.' (1 Tim. vi. 
9, 10.) This hath been verified in the ruinous consequences 
of an earthly ambitious spirit, pushing men forward, in the 
pursuit of greatness, upon hazardous attempts, which have often 
issued in the fall and ruin of themselves and their families, 
the reproach of the Society, and great loss to others ; some of 
whom, probably, have placed the more confidence in them, for 
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the sake of their profession of self-denial^ which^ had they really 
practised^ would have prevented the &tal effects of their covetous 
aud ambitious undertakings. Wherefore we intreat Friends, 
in their Monthly Meetings everywhere, to be properly watchful 
one over another, and early to oaution all against running 
beyond their depth, and entangling themselves in a greater 
multiplicity of t^ade and business than they can extricate them- 
selves from, with honour and reputation, and where any shall 
proceed in opposition to such advice and counsel of their brethreti, 
let them in due time be dealt with according to former advices 
of this meeting.'^ 

And, dear friends, in order to the proper discharge of every 
duty, both to God and man, let an especial regard be oonstantly 
had to the manifestation of the Spirit given to every man to 
profit withal* (1 Cor. xii. 7.) If we live inattentive to this 
divine principle, graciously afforded us for our guide, leaning 
upon our own understandings, pursuing our own wills, and 
resting in the form and profession which it led our pious prede- 
cessors into, without a sincere and fervent concern daily to 
experience the life and virtue of it in our own hearts, we must 
find in the time of solemn awakening, that we have only followed 
after lying vanities, and forsaken our own mercies; and that the 
things wherein we have placed our delight and trust, will termi-* 
nate in disappointment, vanity, and vexation of spirit. 

What then will avail all the lucrative acquisitions, the flatter- 
ing oonneotions, and dissipating pleasures of the world, with all* 
its friendships, fashions, and follies, the direct tendency whereof 
is to draw away the mind, and alienate it from the love and fear 
of Gk>d, and centre it at last in his deep displeasure 7 

Seek day by day for that spiritual bread that perisheth not, 
that your strength may be frequently renewed, and your souls 
invigorated to pursue the paths of piety and virtue ; and we 
earnestly intreat you, be diligent in the attendance of your 
meetings, both on First-days and other days of the week : for 
slackness in this respect not only denotes weakness, but in- 
creaseth it, indisposeth the mind towards, and enfeebles it for, 
TCligious duty. And when you are assembled for the purpose 
of divine worship, be inwardly and reverently attentive to the 
great and awful object of adoration, the omnipresent and all- 
searching God. Let not your eyes be abroad upon others, and 
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give not way to wandering thoughts. Sit not idle and uncon- 
cerned in time of silence^ in expectation of instrumental help ; 
but let your minds be singly exercised towards the Lord Jeho- 
vah, in whom is everlasting strength. Wait to receive a touch 
of the live coal from the holy altar, that your offerings may 
ascend as sweet incense. " Quicken us,^^ said the Psalmist, 
''and we will call upon thy name!'' (Psalm Ixxx. 18.) And 
the wise man testified, " The preparation of the heart in man, 
and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord." (Prov. xvi. 1.) 

And you, dear brethren, whose constant care it is not to live 
unto yourselves, but unto Him who died for you ; let nothing 
abate your concern, nor prevail to move you from your stedfast- 
ness. Though some fall by one temptation, and some by another, 
yet be not ye discouraged, but abide in faith, and press earnestly 
forward " toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus :'' (PhU. iii. 14 :) for amidst all fluctuations, 
storms, and tempests, the foundation of Ood standeth sure. 
Those who keep the word of his patience, shall be kept in the 
hour of temptation; and he that is faithful unto death shall 
inherit a crown of life. 

'' Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy, to the only wise God our saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.*' 
(Jude 24, 25.) 

Signed in, on behalf, and by order of our meeting 
aforesaid, by 

Egbert Davis, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1783.] YEAELY MEETING. 49 

EPISTLE, 1782. 

From the Yeaely Meeting, in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 20ih of the Fifth Month, 1782, to the 25th of the same, 

indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland^ and eUewhere, 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In a good degree of that andent love, and godly concern for 
the welfare of the church, which, from the beginning, have ac- 
companied these our annual assemblies, we affectionately salute 
you, and have, with deep reverence and humble thankfulness, 
to acknowledge the gracious help divinely afforded us in this 
large and solemn meeting ; whereby we have been enabled to 
transact the important affairs before us, in brotherly kindness 
and Christian condescension. 

By accounts brought in this year, the sufferings of Friends, 
being chiefly for tithes, those called church-rates, and the 
militia, amount, in England and Wales, to three thousand seven 
hundred and twelve pounds; and those in Ireland, to one 
thousand two hundred and twenty-seven pounds. 

By advices from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
New- York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, and Georgia, we are informed that 
love and unity are generally preserved in the churches, to which 
some additions have been made in divers places by convince- 
ment, both in these parts, and on the American continent; 
where the sufferings of Friends, on account of their adherence 
to our peaceable principles, appear to have increased; yet 
Friends are mercifuly favoured to hold their religious meetings 
without interruption, and are also enabled to proceed in their 
charitable endeavours for the liberty of the African captives 
with success. 

Now, dear friends, you who are sensible of the manifestations 
of divine grace in your hearts, yet remain unresigned to its 

VOL. n. B 
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salutary guidance, be intreated no longer to resist or avoid its 
convictions. Say not, with Felix, ^' Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.'* 
(Acts xxiv. 25.) The longer you put it off, the more indisposed, 
it is to be feared, ye wiQ be to attend thereunto^ and the more 
unable to embrace its offers. None can assure themselves of 
another visitation, nor even . of a future day ; let the Lord'*s 
time, therefore, in all things, be yours, and expect not that he 
should wait your leisure. We are in duty bound to love, 
honour, and obey him above all. The first and great command- 
ment is, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.'' (Matt. xxii. 37.) 
Can any, who are properly concerned to discharge this first and 
great duty, prefer the gratification of their own wills, or inclina- 
tions, to the requirings of God's Holy Spirit ; or put a slight 
upon his gracious calls, upon whom all our felicity, both in time 
and in eternity, depends ? Though he may, in mercy, vouchsafe 
to renew his visitations to us, we ought not to presume upon it, 
but to remember he hath declared, " My Spirit shall not always 
strive with man.'' (Gen. vi. 3.) Notwithstanding a season is 
afforded, wherein backsliders may return, and be healed of their 
backslidings ; yet, by unwisely persisting in delays, the time 
may overtake them, when no more calls may be afforded, nor 
any place of repentance shall be found : let us, therefore, lay 
hold of the present opportunity ; " Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near." (Isaiah Iv. 6.) 
We may likewise observe^ it is but too probable, that m^y^ 
who, in time past, received the truth in a degree of the faith 
and love of it, and made some progress in the necessary work of 
regeneration, yet, for want of keeping their eye in due aingle- 
ness to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, have suffered the allure- 
ments of a deceitful world to steal in upon them, whereby they 
have been retarded in their course, and at length prevailed with 
to take up a rest short of what they might otherwise have 
attained ; and though such may think well of their own st^te, 
yet, as they come not up in that liveliness of faith, and bright- 
ness of example, requisite to render them true Mraym^ks to 
serious inquirers and inexperienced travellers towards the 
heavenly Canaan, they cannot be deemed clear of contributing 
to that lamentable declension, which too obviously appear^ 
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amongst us. Let every one, therefore, be excited to a diligent 
search how the case stands betwixt God and their own souls, 
and apply to him with fervency of heart, for the removal of 
every obstruction to their advancement in the way of life, and 
the important work of their salvation. 

It is incumbent upon all to work out their own salvation 
whilst the day of divine visitation is continued to them, for 
therein the Lord waits to be gracious ; who, as we yield to his 
operation, worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. We beseech you, suflFer not the precious opportunity 
to pass over your heads, but use all diligence to make your 
caUing and election sure. Neglect no season of spiritual im- 
provement. Be not remiss in the attendance of your meetings, 
either on First-days, or on other days of the week, and therein 
watch and wait humbly with a single eye to the springing up of 
the well of life in your own hearts ; which is as a refreshing 
brook to the rightly exercised in their travel Sion-ward. The 
sensible reception of this internal heavenly life, whether imme- 
diately or instrumentally conveyed, is that which strengthens 
the weak hands, confirms the feeble knees, and enables the 
wrestling seed to hold on their way. The best of words without 
this, are but as the tinkling of a cymbal, unsubstantial and 
unprofitable. The itching ear may find a transient amusement 
in them, but unless testimonies arise from the life, and are 
accompanied therewith, they administer no true feeding to the 
soul that hxmgers and thirsts after the righteousness of God. 

And, dear brethren, as nothing can make us alive unto God, 
but the Spirit of God, let us inwardly seek unto him day by 
day, for the lively ministration thereof to our souls, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great minister of the sanctuary, who said, 
" Seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.*^ (Luke xi. 9.) Be neither satisfied with the vain hopes, 
nor the delusive enjoyments of this world : for this is not our 
rest ; it is only a state of passage and probation, ever attended 
with fluctuations and trials : consequently our principal business 
here, is to endeavour after preparation for an infinitely better, 
and more enduring state hereafter, with the general assembly of 
the just, and church of the first-bom written in heaven. 

In order to attain this happy conclusion, let all, in every 
station of life, be careful to avoid everything that may have a 

E 2 
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tendency to lead their minds from that divine principle^ which 
God hath placed in the heart of every individual^ as a swift and 
sure witness against all unrighteousness and ungodliness^ and 
for a justifier and comforter to the believing and obedient. 
Receive with meekness this engrafted Word, which is able to 
save your souls. Touch not, ye beloved youth, with those 
corrupt publications which are calculated to excite and inflame 
the passions; nor give ear to those subtle reasonings, and 
plausible discourses, which artfully instil the poisonous leaven of 
infidelity. As much as possible shun all converse and corre- 
spondence with the licentious ; and have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. Abhor 
that which is evil ; cleave to that which is good. 

And, dear friends, seeing that the various distresses of the 
present day are very trying to many, we affectionately exhort 
every individual, under a sense of their own insufficiency and 
unworthiness, humbly to look unto the Lord omniscient, with 
stedfast resignation to him, the Father of mercies, and sure 
support of all that yield obedience to Him, and trust in Him. 
Let us not murmur at his dispensations, nor seek our own wills, 
but that his righteous will may be done, who faileth not to. 
sanctify every kind of trouble to those who love and fear Him : 
If He bring suffering upon us, it is for our refinement, that we 
may not become castaways. '' When we are judged,'' saith the 
apostle, *' we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world/' (1 Cor. xi. 32.) In the midst of 
judgment the Lord remembers mercy; let all therefore, who 
may be under affliction of any kind, wait in submission the time 
of his gracious deliverance : for ^^ It is good that a man should 
both hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord." 
(Lam. iii. 26.) 

'' Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever." Amen. 
(Jude, 24, 25.) 

Signed in, on behalf, and by order of our meeting 
aforesaid, by 

Sampson Lloyd, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1783. 
Fbom the Teab-ly Meeting in London, held by Adjoubnments, 

From the 0th of the Sixth Month, 1783, to the 16th of the same, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Fbiends and Bbethben, 

We have renewed cause of humble thankfulness to the Qt>d 
and Father of all our mercies^ for the gracious assistance he 
hath vouchsafed to afPord us, in transacting the weighty con- 
cerns of this large and solemn assembly, whereby we have been 
preserved in much brotherly love and condescension ; and, under 
a comfortable sense of the love of the gospel, we dearly salute 
you, earnestly desiring that it may be the constant care of every 
individual, in lowliness and meekness, daily to seek an increase 
in the knowledge of God, and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, whom to know is life eternal. 

By accounts brought in this year, the sufferings of Friends, 
being principally for tithes, those called church-rates, and the 
militia, amount, in England and Wales, to four thousand three 
hundred and forty-one pounds; and those in Ireland to one 
thousand three hundred and seventy-seven pounds. 

By advices from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Lreland, New- 
England, New- York, Pennsylvania, and New- Jersey, Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia, we understand 
that Friends appear to be generally preserved in love and unity; 
that divers have been added to our Society in various parts by 
oonvincement, more especially on the continent of America, 
where many have been conscientiously led to unite in religious 
fellowship with us : and, though deep have been the exercises, 
and painful the sufferings, of our faithful brethren on that con- 
tinent since the commencement of the late troubles, yet it yields 
a considerable degree of comfort to find, that many amongst 
them have been thereby induced to a stricter adherence to the 
living principle of true piety and virtue, manifested in every 
heart and conscience, in order to their help and salvation. 
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We also find^ thai notwithstanding the sufferings of Friends 
there, in divers respects^ still remain to be very exercising, yet 
that they have been favoured to attend their annual and other 
meetings, without much interruption ; that a lively concern in- 
creaseth amongst them for the performance of every religious 
and moral duty, and the support of our Christian testimony in 
its several branches; and that their fervent labour for the 
restoration of the poor enslaved Africans to their due liberty, is 
still continued ; which we cannot but highly approve, and con- 
cur with them in, as it is for the removal of an oppression sup- 
ported by cruelty for the sake of a corrupt interest^ in direct 
opposition to the spirit and precepts of the gospel, and even 
repugnant to humanity. 

Now, dear brethren, seeing it hath pleased the Supreme 
Disposer of events, mercifully to incline the powers lately at 
war to put a stop to the effusion of human blood, let us thank- 
fully receive the return of peace ; and, in all our conversation 
and conduct, demean ourselves as becomes the followers of 
Christ, the Prince of peace ; labouring to promote the good of 
all, and, as much as in us lies, putting in practice that com- 
prehensive exhortation of the Apostle, "1 exhort therefore,. that 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men ; for kings, and for all that are in 
authority ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty : for this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour ; who would have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.^^ (1 Tim. ii.) 

The will of God being thus universally gracious towards man- 
kind, it is much to be lamented, that any should fail of giving 
due attention to the law he writes in the heart, and the Spirit he 
puts in the inward parts or consciences of all, for their guidance 
in the way of life and salvation : and we cannot but be deeply 
concerned to observe the manifest deficiency that appears in 
many professing with us, in coming up in faithful obedience to 
this divine, inspeaking Word; which, if duly regarded, would 
unquestionably both lead and enable them to show forth the 
faith of the gospel, by works answerable thereunto. But, alas ! 
it is apparent, that the self-denial to which this principle of 
conviction leads, is a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence 
to the carnal inclinations of those who either seek to avoid, or 
who resist, its salutary admonitions and reproofs. But let us 
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consider^ that whatsoever modes of faith we profess^ or whatever 
acts of religion we exercise ourselves in, we can never be true 
Christians without submission to the cross : for, said our Lord, 
'^ If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me : — whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.'^ (Luke ix. 23 ; 
xiv. 27.) 

A due subjection to the cross would have timely prevented 
many from bringing great trouble and reproach upon themselves 
and their friends, by entering into concerns which they either 
have not properly understood, or had not sufficient property of 
their own to enable them to discharge themselves in, with good 
reputation : it would also lead those under wasting and deficient 
circumstances, to avoid all indirect measures for a temporary 
support ; and rather to give up their effects in due time, than to 
go on enlarging their debts by disreputable artifices, until they 
are stopped by unavoidable necessity, and plunged at once into 
ruin, sorrow, and disgrace ; with the painful addition of bringing 
their just creditors into grievous inconveniences, and some in 
great danger of sinking with them in the wreck of their affairs. 

Let none amongst us, therefore, indulge an evil covetousness, 
nor vainly seek to vie in appearance with those of greater 
ability ; but wisely submit to the cross, which will dispose all to 
be content with a manner of living within their own compass, 
agreeable to the doctrine of our Holy Head; an honest con- 
formity whereunto, will be conducive to inward peace and tran- 
quillity here, and to everlasting felicity hereafter. 

Finally, dear friends, we affectionately intreat you, who have 
been sincerely concerned to follow Clmst in the regeneration, 
whereby ye hare been enabled to walk as good examples to 
others, hold fast that which you have, and still press forward, 
with a single eye to the Spirit of truth, that nothing may be 
suffered to prevent 'y6ur attainment of that blessed promise, 
" To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.^' (Rev. ii. 7.) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, by 

William Tukb, 
Clerk to the meeting tbia year. 
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BPISTLB, 1784. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the dlst of the Fiftti Month, 1784^ to the 5th of the Sixth 
Month, indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends^ in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Under a renewed sense of the continuation of divine regard, 
freely dispensed from the Father and fountain of all our mercies^ 
a living remnant hath been bowed in humility and thankfulness 
of heart in this our solemn assembly ; wherein the affairs that 
have come before us have been considered and concluded in har- 
mony and brotherly condescension, and our hearts enlarged in 
love to our Holy Head and High Priest, and one unto another : 
in the fresh sense whereof we affectionately salute you, desiring 
you may be so preserved through life, that you may receive the 
reward of the righteous at the end of your days. 

By accounts brought in this year, the sufferings of Friends, 
being chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates, amount in 
England and Wales, to four thousand three hundred and twenty 
pounds ; and those in Ireland to one thousand three hundred 
and forty-nine pounds. 

By advices from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland^ 
Bhode-Island for New-England, Long-Island for N^w-York, 
Peimsylvania and New- Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North and 
South Carolina and Georgia, we are informed that Friends are 
generally preserved in love and unity, and that some addition is 
made to the church by convincement. And, being impressed 
with a comfortable hope that the beneficent Creator, notwith- 
standing the prevailing dissipation of a degenerate age, in 
looking down upon the noblest part of his visible creation with 
a gracious eye, and by the influence of his Holy Spirit exciting 
in many hearts the serious inquiry, '' Who will show us any 
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good ?" (Psalm iv. 6,) an ardent desire is revived in onr minds 
on behalf of our dear brethren and sisters in the profession of 
an inward and spiritual religion ; that the pure influence of the 
Spirit of truth may become the object of their constant attention^ 
and the rule of their conduct. If ye believe in the lights walk 
in the lights that ye may be the children of the lights and so be 
instrumental in drawing many who are seeking rest to their 
souls, from unprofitable outward observations, to an acquaintance 
with the kingdom of God as revealed within them. But will 
not such as are secretly revolting from this divine law, and 
whose conversation discovers a manifest opposition to our holy 
profession, becoming stumbling-blocks to serious inquirers after 
the way to the kingdom, and be the means of turning them 
aside with the discouraging reflection, '' Where is their God V^ 
(Psalm Ixxix. 10.) 

The Christian religion being designed to regulate and refine 
the natural afPections of man, and to exalt benevolence into that 
charity which promotes peace on earth, and goodwill towards all 
ranks and classes of mankind the world over; under the 
influence thereof, our minds have been renewedly afPected in 
sympathy with the poor enslaved Africans ; whom avarice hath 
taught some men, laying claim to the character, of Christians, 
to consider as the refuse of the human race, and not entitled to 
the common privileges of mankind. The contempt in which ' 
they are held, and the remoteness of their sufPerings from the 
notice of disinterested observers, have occasioned few advocates 
to plead their cause. The consideration of their case being 
brought weightily before the last Yearly Meeting, Friends were 
engaged to recommend endeavours for putting a stop to a trafiSc 
so disgraceful to humanity, and so repugnant to the precepts of 
the gospel. The report of the measures adopted in execution 
thereof hath afforded comfort and satisfaction to this meeting; 
and it hath been our concern to recommend to our Friends, to 
whose care this business is committed, to persevere in all prudent 
exertions for attaining the desirable end. And it is our earnest 
desire, that none under our name may weaken or counteract 
our endeavours by contributing, in any way, to the support of 
this iniquitous commerce. 

Although the advices from this meeting upon the weighty 
subject of education, and the religious care which ought to rest 
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on the minds of Friends for the training up of their children 
and families in the way of truths have been manifold and 
important (which we wish may be closely attended to in pro- 
portion to . the interesting nature of the subject^) yet we feel it 
our present concern to caution Friends, to be very circumspect -■ 
how they remove themselves and families from the places of 
their residence; it having been observed that the dissolving of 
old and the forming of new connexions, have in many instttnces 
been attended with eflTects prejudicial to a growth in the truth, 
and the service thereof, both in the heads and younger branches 
of families, especially whwe the inclination to such removals 
hath originated in worldly motives. And as the growth and 
establishment of children in a religious conversation, being the 
most interesting, ought to be the principal engagement of the 
minds of parents, we desire that in putting them forward in a 
way of life, the probable eflfect it may have on their minds be 
the chief object, in view. For where parents, from a desire of 
advancing their children in the world, have encouraged them, or 
the youth, from the flattering prospect of greater opportunities 
of accumulating wealth, have incautiously been induced to quit 
their quiet habitations in country places, to crowd to cities and 
great towns, it hath been frequently of pernicious consequence : 
for although no situation in life be exempt from temptation, yet 
examples of folly, dissipation, and libertinism, are so generally 
prevalent in places of opulence and luxury, that it hath caused 
deep anxiety to judicious observers, to remark the numerous 
instances of youth soberly educated, and of promising disposi- 
tions, who, losing the traces of their sober education, have been 
hurried into the paths of vanity and licentiousness, and have 
thereby lost that capacity for usefulness in civil and religions 
society, of which their earlier conduct had furnished promising 
h(q)es. We therefore recommend Friends, both young and old, 
in these cases, to give close attention to the pointings of divine 
wisdom, according to former advice, and also. timely to consult 
experienced Friends of the Monthly Meeting to which they 
belong, previously to their fixing a resolution of chfmging their 
situation. 

Dear friends, let us frequently call to mind, that we have no 
continuing city here; and let the reflection, through divine 
influence, awaken us from every degree of spiritual indolence, 
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to use all diligence to make our calling and election sure, before 
we go hence, and be seen of man no more. Few and fleeting 
are the days we have to spend in this transitory world ; yet how 
inconceivably important the consequence of the use we make of 
them, and of the manner in which we suflRer th^pi tp pass over ! 
Whilst we believe in a future state, and in the distribution of 
everlasting rewards and punishments, according as our deeds 
have been, by that awful Judge of quick and dead, who even 
now standeth at the door, whose penetrating eye is ever 
beholding the ways of the sons of men ; may we not be justly 
deemed dead to all rational reflection, if, unawed by these 
awakening considerations, we do not feel ourselves powerfully 
incited to lay aside every weight and burden, and the ^in that 
most easily besets us, to address ourselves in good earnest to the 
race that is set before us, running so as to obtain the prize of 
our high calling in Christ Jesus our Lord ? We beseech you, in 
the bowels of tender compassion, and that strength of true 
afiPection which makes your greatest happiness the lively con- 
cern of our minds at this time, to arise and shake yourselves, to 
examine deeply the state of your hearts, and ponder the path 
of your feet, whilst the day of your visitation is mercifiilly 
lengthened out, and you are favoured with the opportunity, by 
joining in with the offers of divine grace, to work out your sal- 
vation : put not off this most necessary work, till the dreadM 
sound, time shall be no longer, awaken you to the distressing 
reflection, '^ The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved." (Jer. viii. 20.) 

It remains an everlasting truth, that " There is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved,"" (Acts iv. 12,} but the name of Jesus. This is the strong 
tower to which the righteous in all ages have fled and found 
safety : we entreat you therefore to live daily under the fresh 
influence thereof, experiencing your conversation to be thereby 
ordered aright : and, in an especial manner, we desire that in 
all your religious assemblies, for discipline as well as worship, you 
may be engaged to gather in this holy name ; waiting for renewed 
qualification to worship the Lord with acceptance, and to act in 
the church for his honour, and the health and benefit of the 
body. It was in the divine wisdom thus received, that the 
salutary discipline of the Society was first established, and 
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under the influence of the same wisdom, it can only be main- 
tained to real edification. 

And now, brethren and sisters^ we ^' commend you to God^ 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance amongst all them which are sanc- 
tified ;'^ (Acts XX. 82 ;) and bid you farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

BiCHABD Chester, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1785. 

FSOM THE TeAELY MeBTING, HELD IN LONDON, BY AdJOUENMENTS, 

From the 16th of the fifth Month, 1785, to the 23rd of the same, 
indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 
Deae Friends, 

Havtno been favoured in this our solemn assembly with the 
renewed influence of the power of truth, which nearly unites 
the living members of the spiritual household, however out- 
wardly separated, we afpectionately salute you. We have been 
comforted together under a renewed engagement of heart, for 
the welfare of our religious Society, and for the preservation of 
its members, from those things that tend to obscure the bright- 
ness of our holy profession. Our deliberations on these important 
subjects have been conducted in much brotherly condescension, 
and we desire they may be blessed to your edification in 
righteousness. 

By accounts brought in this year, the suflferings of Friends, 
being chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates, amount in 
England and Wales to four thousand four hundred and forty- 
eight pounds; and those in Ireland to one thousand four 
hundred and eighty-three pounds. 

By advices from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Bhode- 
Island for New-England, Long-Island for New- York, Pennsyl- 
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vania and New- Jersey, and Maryland, we have received comfort- 
able intelligence that love and nnity are generally preserved 
amongst Friends, and that divers have joined us by convince- 
ment in sundry places since last year. 

The late accounts from our brethren in North America 
inform us, that our Christian testimony against holding our 
fellow-creatures in bondage, not only continues to prevail and 
spread among those in religious profession with us, but that 
some of the governments have gone so far as to pass laws for 
the discouragement and gradual abolition of slavery. We 
therefore find our minds renewedly engaged to refer you to our 
former advices on this subject ; and as the slave trade, whereby 
such multitudes of the human race are violently subjected to a 
state so abject and deplorable, is extensively carried on by 
persons resident in these kingdoms, we earnestly exhort all in 
profession with us, not to defile themselves by having any con- 
cern whatever in this unrighteous traffic ; from which, if per- 
sisted in, very distressing consequences to this nation and its 
dependencies may be justly apprehended. We trust that a 
faithful conscientious discharge of the duties, which a serious 
consideration of the subject must necessarily suggest to every 
well disposed mind, may prove the means, under the divine 
blessing, of exciting those, who have it in their power, to remove 
an evil so evidently repugnant to every principle of humanity 
and justice. 

We feel at this time a renewed concern to address the elder 
brethren^ and others who take an active part in the discipline, 
and, by the stations they occupy in the church, are placed in a 
conspicuous point of view, that we may stir up the pure mind in 
them, by way of remembrance ; considering how important it is 
to the Society in general, that they walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they are called, in diligent circumspection and godly 
fear, keeping their own hearts and hands clean from the spots 
of the world : that so they may not administer cause of stumbling 
to any, but enforce the counsel they find necessary to impart 
to others, by their own example, that they may be enabled to 
say with the apostle, " Those things which ye have both learned 
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do : and the Ood of 
peace shall be with you." (Philip, iv. 9.) 

And we beseech you, beloved youth, choose the Lord for 
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•your portion, and the God of Jaeob for the lot of your inheri- 
tance. We are comforted on your behalf, under a lively sense 
that a merciful visitation of divine love is graciously extended to 
you, which we desire may prove effectual to your growth and 
establishment in the truth ; and therefore, in much affection, 
we earnestly exhort you, render faithful obedience to the con- 
victions of the Spirit of Christ in the secret of your own hearts ; 
that you may experience preservation from the evils that are in 
the world, receive wisdom to discern, and strength steadily to 
pursue, those things which make for your present and everlasting 
peace. Despise not the day of small things, but watchfully 
regard every manifestation of the light in your consciences : by 
this the righteous in all ages have been safely guided to glory; 
and by this alone can you attain real advancement in the path 
that leads thereunto. Be on your guard against every thing 
that tends to draw the mind outward; by either too much 
depending on instrumental help, or imprudently disclosing your 
religious feelings in fruitless or unseasonable conversation. ^' It 
is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. He 
sitteth alone, and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon 
him. He putteth his mouth in the dust, if so be there may be 
hope." (Lam. iii. 27.) The rightly awakened, amongst our 
early predecessors, were much drawn to solitude and inward 
retirement, and therein were favoured to experience judgment 
brought forth unto victory, and admitted to " eat of the hidden 
manna." On the contrary, for want of patient submission to 
the turning of the Lord's hand upon them, even those who, in 
their tender years, afforded hope of becoming useful members 
in the church, may lose the dew of their youth, and become but 
withered branches, having received the grace of God in vain. 

And, as we cannot but feel deeply for "the rising youth in 
general, amidst the dangers and temptations to which they are 
exposed, in an age so addicted to licentiousness both in prin- 
ciple and practice, and wherein much precious time is spent in 
a round of dissipation and excess ; we are engaged, dear young 
friends, earnestly to entreat you to live in the fear of the Lord, 
which will preserve you ft'om delighting in the company and 
conversation of those who are estranged from this holy fear; 
from whom you may receive irrecoverable loss, by being 
gradually drawn into the paths of foUy and destruction. 
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Frequent and earnest have been the advices of former Yearly 
Meetings^ that all under our name may avoid the attendance of 
vain sports^ and places of amusement, which divert the mind 
from serious reflection, and incline it to wantonness and vanity. 
Understanding that diversions of this kind are spreading, and 
playhouses increasing in various places, we are concerned to 
renew a caution on this subject : being clearly convinced of the 
.pernicious eJBTects of these evil practices, the inventions of de- 
generate men, tending to stifle the convictions of the divine 
witness in the conscience, and set men at ease in a state of 
alienation from God. ^' Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate ; — touch not the unclean thing,'^ (2: Cor. vi. 17,) 
ever bearing in mind, that fdthough the young man may 
rejoice in his youth, and let his heart cheer him in the days of 
his youth, walking in the ways of his heart, and in the sight of 
his eyes, yet for all these things Ood will bring into judgment. 
(Eccles. xi. 9.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Thomas Bland, 
Glerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1786. 

Eboh the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjotjbnments, 

From the 5th of the Sixth Month, 1786, to the 12th of the same, 
inclusive. 

To the Quatrterly and MontiUy Meetings cf Friends, in Oreai 
Britadn, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We have the satLBfaetion to inform yon, that this onr annual 
assembly hath been large; and, with reverence and gratitude, 
we acknowledge that it hath been favoured with the oversh»dow- 
ings of that difine power and goodness which first gathered us 
to be a pe(qple; under the humbling influence whereof, the 
weighty affairs which came before us have been considered and 
issued in much brotherly love and concord. 
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The account of Friends' sufferings brought in this year^ being 
chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates^ amount in 
England and Wales to four thousand one hundred pounds ; and 
those in Ireland to one thousand two hundred and forty-three 
pounds. 

By accounts from the Quarterly Meetings in England and 
Wales^ and by epistles from North Britain^ Ireland^ Holland^ 
Bhode-Island for New-England, Long-Island for New- York, 
Pennsylvania and New- Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North and 
South Carolina and Georgia, we are informed that Friends are 
generally preserved in love and unity ; and that divers have been 
added to our religious society by convincement since last year. 
We fervently desire all such may maintain a steady adherence to 
the dictates of that light and truth which first visited them, and 
thereby experience an establishment in righteousness. Thus will 
they be enabled to guard against settling down in a lifeless pro- 
fession, as well as against those inconsistencies in conduct and 
appearance, whereby too many of the professors of truth have 
become as stumbling-blocks to honest inquirers, who have been 
asking the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 

We have received intelligence from various quarters, that the 
testimony which we have borne against slavery, continues to 
gain ground ; and we have great encouragement to persevere 
in our endeavours to excite a general abhorrence of that op- 
pressive practice. 

We observe with satisfaction, from the accounts received, 
that Friends are generally careful not to defraud the govern- 
ment in any branch of the revenue, nor to deal in goods clan- 
destinely imported. In order to promote an increasing care in 
these respects, we intreat all duly to consider, that by being ac- 
cessory, in any degree, to the continuance of such unlawfril 
practices, even by buying for private use only, encouragement 
is given to perjury and bloodshed ; the frequent attendants of 
smuggling : the fair trader is thereby injured, and the revenue 
diminished, which occasions additional burthens to be laid on 
the public. 

We judge it expedient at this time, to revive the following 
advice contained in the epistle of 1759, viz. '^ This meeting being 
sorrowfully affected with the consideration of a great defection 
in some amongst us, from the practice of justice and morality, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1786.] YEARLY MEETING. 65 

divers of whom, from negligence, inattention, or ill-grounded 
hopes, and others from motives of ambition, and an eager pur- 
suit after the world, have launched out of their depth, and 
entered into various schemes and branches of commerce beyond 
their abilities to manage, and some of them into scandalous 
practices to uphold a temporary credit ; greatly to the reproach 
of our Society, and in open contradiction to that principle of 
universal righteousness we profess, which taught our ancestors 
such conduct, as to extort a confession from their enemies, that 
respecting many of them, they could not find any occasion, 
unless concerning the law of their God : — 

'* It is the sense and judgment of this meeting, that if any 
fall short of paying their just debts, and a composition is made 
with their creditors to accept of a part instead of the whole, 
notwithstanding the parties may look upon themselves legally 
discharged of any obligation to pay the remainder, yet the prin- 
ciple we profess enjoins full satisfaction to be made, if ever the 
debtors are of ability. And, in order that such may the better 
retrieve their circumstances, we exhort them to submit to a 
manner of living in every respect the most conducive to this 
purpose, and correspondent to the state they are reduced to. 
It being exceedingly dishonourable for any to live in ostenta- 
tion and greatness at the expense of others ; which is certainly 
the case, where any part of the debts due by the law of equity 
and strict justice remains unpaid.'^ 

Many are the snares which the enemy of man^s happiness is 
secretly laying to betray the unwary, and to obstruct the work 
of divine grace in the heart : we feel a religious concern for our 
fellow professors, that they may be preserved from every hurtftd 
thing. And, as this age of dissipation and of curious unpro- 
fitable inquiry, abounds with publications injurious to the cause 
of true religion, tending to fill the mind with vain notions and 
fruitless speculations, and to draw it from the plain discoveries 
of truth in the heart, and from an attention to the excellent 
truths and precepts of the gospel ; we affectionately caution all, 
and particularly those who have in any degree experienced the 
operation of the Divine Word, to live under its holy influence ; 
depending solely thereon, and not leaning to their own under- 
standings : ever bearing in mind, that ''the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
VOL. II. y 
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him : neither can he know them^ because they are spiritually 
discerned." (1 Cor. ii. 14.) 

As the Lord hath been graciously pleased to renew the visita- 
tions of his love unto the inhabitants of this land^ and to awaken^ 
in the minds of many^ a sense of the want of his saving help, 
raising in them an inquiry after the knowledge of the truth ; 
we beseech all in profession with us^ carefully to examine 
whether they are concerned to improve by the abundant labour 
bestowed, so as to bring forth fruit answerable thereunto. 

May the elders and heads of families consider the importance 
of the trust reposed in them, and by a watchful care over their 
own conduct, be qualified to instruct the beloved youth in the 
way of piety and virtue ; that, being good examples to them 
herein, they may, with authority, rebuke and exhort the unruly 
and disorderly walkers, and tenderly encourage every appearance 
of good. 

Although a sorrowful deviation appears in many from that 
plainness in dress, and simplicity of hfe and manners, into which 
truth led our ancestors, and still leads all who follow it with 
unreserved obedience ; yet we are comforted in the prospect of 
a return from this Babylonish captivity, and that many of the 
youth are learning of Him who said, '^ I am meek and lowly in 
heart.^' We intreat all these to dwell in the patience, remem- 
bering, that he that believeth shall not make haste. Thus will 
they know a growth in the root of life, and experience a gradual 
increase in spiritual knowledge, and an estabhshment upon 
Christ Jesus, the rock, of ages, and by his power be formed a 
people to his praise I 

And, dear friends, that your true happiness may increase 
through faithfulness to divine requirings, and you be thereby 
made more useful in the Lord's hand to promote the cause of 
truth in the earth ; we recommend to all a diligent attendance 
of our religious meetings : it being necessary to our advance- 
ment in true religion and virtue, to be frequent in the exercise 
of waiting upon God, that our strength may be renewed in 
Him, who is alone the sufficient help of his people. And, as we 
daily stand in need of that wisdom which is profitable to direct, 
of whom should we ask it, but of God ? and how can we ask 
aright, but by that assistance of his good Spirit, which is to be 
obtained by waiting upon Him in humility and fear, with minds 
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abstracted from the incambering concerns of this life ? Let not 
the smaUness of numbers^ nor the want of outward ministry, 
discourage any : place not your dependance on man^ but on the 
Lord alone, who never fails to help those who put their trust in 
Him, and who hath graciously asstired us, that where two or 
three are gathered together in his name, there he is in the 
midst of them. (Matt, xviii. 20.) 

We apprehend, that the want of a right concern to dischai^e 
this important duty, hath been one great cause of the declension 
which appears in divers places, and of the falling away of many ; 
concerning whom it may be said, as of Demas formerly, they 
have loved this present world. But be ye more and more en- 
gaged to seek a better inheritance, not labouring for an increase 
of outward riches, which cannot be long enjoyed, but to lay up 
treasure in heaven, where the moth cannot corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal 

In much brotherly love we affectionately salute you, and 
remain your friends and brethren. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

BicHABD Reynolds, 
Clerk to the meetiug this year. 



EPISTLE, 1787. 
FaoH THE Yeably Meetino, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 28th of the Hfth Month, to the 4ih of the Sixth Month, 
1787, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Friends, 
Under the enlivening inflaence of the love of Christ, our 
Holy Head and High Priest, renewedly manifested in this our 
annual assembly, we dearly salute you ; wishing an increase of 
spiritual blessings to his church and people, wherever scattered 
abroad, in all their various stations and allotments. We have 
with reverent thankfulness to acknowledge, that, according to 
his wonted goodness, he hath at this time afforded us a com- 
fortable season together, and hath strengthened us to conduct 

Y 2 
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the affairs which have come before us^ in much harmony and 
concord^ to our mutual edification and encouragement. And 
we fervently desire^ that the influence of his unerring Spirit may 
be more and more waited for in all our assemblies ; that^ under 
the religious concern proceeding therefrom^ our several endea- 
vours for the promotion of his cause^ niay^ through his blessing, 
be rendered effectual. 

The accounts of Friends' sufferings brought in this year, being 
chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates, amount, in 
England and Wales, to four thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
five pounds; and those in Ireland, to one thousand three 
hundred and seventy-six pounds. It is with satisfaction we 
observe, that notwithstanding the inattention manifested by 
some under our name to this important branch of our Christian 
testimony, it has gained considerable ground in North America ; 
where our brethren, in common with others, have mostly been 
released from ecclesiastical impositions. 

We have also thankfully to believe, there is a growing atten- 
tion in many, not of our religious Society, to the subject of 
negro slavery ; and that the minds of the people are more and 
more enlarged to consider it as an aggregate of every species of 
evil, and to see the utter inconsistency of upholding it by the 
authority of any nation whatever ; especially of such as punish, 
with loss of life, crimes whose magnitude bears scarce any pro- 
portion to this complicated iniquity. 

By accounts received from our several Quarterly Meetings, 
and by epistles from Ireland, Holland, New-England, New- 
York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia, 
we are informed that there is a revival of religious zeal in many 
places ; and that a considerable number have joined the Society 
by convincement since last year. 

These accounts, together with some others which have been 
received, have afforded us comfort; yet we are sorrowfully 
affected in perceiving so great a declension in some, from that 
simplicity and uprightness by which our predecessors were so 
eminently distinguished : and also with the worldly mindedness, 
carnal ease, and security, in which others appear to be settled ; 
who, contenting themselves with a nominal profession of mem- 
bership, or a form of godliness, are not solicitous for an acquaint- 
ance with its living virtue and saving power : forgetting that if 
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we truly succeed those sons of the mornings as witnesses for the 
truth on earthy the same Spirit which influenced their minds 
must actuate ours, and fit us to support the testimonies given us 
to bear. Without this^ our profession will degenerate into 
formality, or be openly sacrificed to the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness ; and then, of however high account our works may be in 
our own estimation or that of others, at the hour of awful 
decision, and in the unerring balance of the sanctuary, we shall 
assuredly be found wanting. We therefore feel our minds 
deeply engaged, in the bowels of fervent charity, to intreat such 
to enter, with humility and self-abasement, into an intimate 
acquaintance with the state of their own hearts, by attending 
to the testimony of the fathful witness which God hath placed 
in every man^s conscience, that, by earnestly applying to Him, 
on whom efiTectual help is laid, the end of their faith may be 
received, even the salvation of their souls. Suppress not then, 
dear friends, the smallest intimation from this precious gift, 
designed by its blessed Author, to steer us through the dangers 
of time, to an unfading inheritance in a blissful eternity ; but 
stand open to its convictions, and patiently* wait therein, to 
receive strength to subject your wiUs to its manifestations. So 
will your faith in its operation and influence be increased ; and 
as you are obedient to its discoveries, and therein follow on 
to know the Lord, you will have, with his gathered flock, to 
acknowledge, that the intelligence of this inward monitor is 
more safely to be depended upon than any outward instruction ; 
and thereby be preserved from the many snares and stratagems 
of the enemy, by which he is attempting to draw aside the inex- 
perienced and unwary ; suggesting to their minds, that there is 
an easier way to the kingdom than by the cross of Christ. 
Great, we fear, hath been the loss which many, who have been 
visited by the day-spring from on high, have sustained through 
their reasoning against these secret convictions of divine grace ; 
counting them, with Ephraim, " as a strange thing," (Hos. viii, 
12,) and seeking more to increase knowledge than to have the 
will of the creature subjected to the will of God. Hence they 
have gradually swerved from the divine government, laid them- 
selves open to the subtle insinuations of the enemy, mistaken 
imagination forarevelation, and at length frustrated the gracious 
purposes of the Almighty concerning them. Whereas, had 
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they abode in patience and humility under the fonning hand^ 
depending, in childlike simplicity, on the heavenly Instructor, 
for the gradual unfoldings of his counsel, they might have beea 
instrumental in gathering others to the participation of sub- 
stantial good. Earnest are our desires for the beloved youth, 
that they may receive caution from these mis-steppings <3i 
others; and, by watchfully attending to the voice of pore 
wisdom^ not only be preserved themselves, but be waymarks 
to others in the new and living way, which of God is cast up for 
the redeemed to walk in. And it is our renewed conc^n to 
advise Friends to be vigilant in preventing the introduction of 
such books into their families, as, by vitiating the taste and 
polluting the mind, either incline it to folly and licentiousness, or 
tend to fill it with airy notions ; shaking its belief in the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and lessening that regard to his blessed 
precepts, which their unspeakable importance requires. 

Of the Lord's people formerly it was said, they should dwell 
alone, and not mix with the surrounding nations ; so we are per- 
suaded our safety and prosperity in spiritual experience, under 
this last and higllEst dispensation of gospel light, depends much 
on refraining from such connections and engagements in the 
world, as divert the mind from a state of lowliness and watchful 
dependance (against which, as against Israel abiding in their tents, 
neither divination nor enchantment is suffered to prevail) ; and 
leads also from that simplicity of life and conversation, in which, 
our wants being few and our desires bounded, we may be pre- 
served 6t)m the temptation, into which some in profession with 
us have so disgracefully fallen, of supporting a vain show of 
affluence and grandeur, at the expense, and to the certain injury, 
of others. 

Our advices on the subject of a religious education have been 
frequent ; yet, as it is so extensively important, we still feel it 
the weighty concern of our minds, to endeavour to stir up the 
attention of Friends to this great object; and we beseech all 
parents and heads of families, to watch with a godly jealousy 
over themselves, and, in gospel love, over their dependants, as 
stewards to whom is intrusted the care of immortal souls. In 
order then, dear friends, that your accounts of this trust may 
be rendered with reverent hope of divine acceptance, we coimsel 
you to take every suitable opportunity of cultivating, in the 
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tender minds of your oflEspring, tlie plant which our Heavenly 
Father hath planted^ and to suppress^ as far as in you lies^ 
whatever you are sensible springs from the root of evil : avoiding 
in your own conduct and appearance^ everything which may be 
hurtful for them to imitate, or cause them to stumble. 

And^ dear youths as we have cause to believe a considerable 
number among you are sensible, that the visitation of our 
Heavenly Father's love is afresh extended, and in a particular 
manner to those of your rank, we tenderly exhort you to give 
diligent attention to it. Many are the dangers to which you 
are exposed : and much depends on the connexions you form in 
the early stages of life : the impressions you then receive may 
grow into habits of good or evil, by which your future peace 
and comfort may be much increased or lessened. Let perfect 
obedience then be your aim ; and although, as you labour after 
it, the Lord may see meet to exercise you in small things, 
despise them not ; for, as his will is there most clearly revealed, 
where that of the creature is most fully subjected, our sub- 
mission in small things may often be a more acceptable sacrifice 
in his sight than in matters which, to our own wisdom^ may 
appear greater. 

Finally, brethren, in the words of the apostle, "We beseech 
you, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind.'' (2 Thess. ii. 1, 2.) But " as ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him : rooted and built 
up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through pliilosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ : 
for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
(Col. ii. 6—9.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Joseph Storbs, 
Clerk to the meetiBg this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1788. 
From the Yeably Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 12th of the Fifth Month, 1788, to the 19th of the same, 
inciusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deab Friends and Brethren, 

In that love which is not subject to change, we affectionately 
salute you. We have abundant cause to acknowledge the 
renewal of divine help and counsel to us, in this our large 
annual assembly : through the virtue and influence whereof we 
have been enabled to attend to the weighty concerns which have 
come before us, in much brotherly love and concord. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings brought in this year, for 
tithes, those called church-rates, and other demands with which 
we conscientiously scruple to comply, amount, in Great Britain, 
to upwards of five thousand one hundred pounds, and in Ireland, 
to one thousand five hundred pounds. 

By accounts received from our several Quarterly Meetings, 
and by epistles from Ireland, New-England, New- York, Penn- 
sylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and North and 
South Carolina and Georgia, we have the comfortable intelli- 
gence of fresh additions to our religious Society, by convinced 
persons; and in these kingdoms more than at some former 
periods. For the religious progress of these we are warmly 
solicitous, that, by abiding closely under the forming hand, they 
may effectually experience an advancement in the weighty work 
of conversion ; which gradually leads the believing and obedient 
soul into that child-like state, which is meet for the kingdom. 
May those who have had the privilege of birthright amongst us, 
be watchful; lest, by swerving from the simplicity in which 
truth leads its faithful followers, they become cause of offence 
to such as are thus brought into our religious community. O 
friends ! rest not contented with having been educated in a pro- 
fession even of the truth itself, but wait to know the power, 
which regenerates and quickens the soul, and qualifies to see the 
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things which pertain to the kingdom of God ; that power which 
awakened the spiritual senses of oar forefathers^ which disturbed 
their rest in ontward forms^ and which caused them to be dis- 
satisfied with everything short of the substance of Christianity. 
Let ns^ their successors in the profession of the same living 
faith, not degenerate into formality, taking up our residence as 
in the outward court ; but let us seek after an entrance into that 
spiritual temple, where true prayer is wont to be made ; and 
humbly and deeply wait for ability to worship the Father of 
spirits, in spirit and in truth. Cherish, we beseech you, the 
inward manifestations, and the tender impressions of divine 
grace, and walk therein : so shall ye experience preservation 
from the defilements'and corruptions of the world. Deplorable 
hath been the consequence of living above the simple discoveries 
of the pure word of life in the heart ; even darkness, error, 
and unbelief. 

And, dear friends, as we are convinced that pure and spiritual 
worship only is acceptable to God, so we are also firmly per- 
suaded, that the wholesome discipline established amongst us, 
can only be rightly aud effectually exercised in the wisdom and 
power of the Spirit. Wait therefore in all your meetings of 
discipline for the renewings of divine life, and to be clothed with 
the spirit of Christ : the fruits of which are meekness, long- 
suffering, and love unfeigned. 

The religious concern of this meeting hath been abundantly 
manifested in our epistolary communications from year to year, 
in order to excite our brethren in profession to seek after durable 
riches and righteousness. We therefore earnestly intreat that 
this consideration may take place in every mind : What spiritual 
advantage have I experienced from these gospel labours of the 
church for the promotion of true piety and self-denial? If such 
a consideration be attended to, it will not be necessary to com- 
municate much ; nor do we feel our minds under an engagement 
at this time to enlarge ; but we refer to the many profitable 
and weighty advices in former epistles. Nevertheless, dear 
friends, the continuance of covetousness and of earthly-minded- 
ness in many, calls upon us to endeavour to awaken such as are 
infected with it, to a sense of what they are pursuing, and at 
what price. The great Master hath shewn the unprofitableness 
of the whole world, compared with one immortal soul, and yet 
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inaay are pursuing a delusive portion of it^ at the expense of 
their souls' interests. But were all thus awakened^ what place 
would be found for extensive schemes in trade, and fictitious 
credit to support them ? To mix with the spirit of the world 
in the pursuit of gain^ would then be a subject of dread ; and 
contentment, under the allotment of Providence, a sure means 
of preservation. 

The increasing solicitude for the suppression of the slave* 
trade, which appears among all ranks of people, is cause of 
thankfulness to the common Father of mankind, and encourages 
us to hope, that the time is approaching when this nation will 
be cleansed from that defilement. Let us, in the mean time^ 
continue, with unabating ardour, to be* intercessors for the 
greatly injured Africans. 

We conclude with expressing our comfort, that notwithstanding 
the many weaknesses which prevail, numbers of our beloved 
youth are preserved in faithfulness ; to whom the gracious Lord 
hath extended, and is continuing to extend, the visitations of his 
light and love ; whereby there is reason to hope that they will 
grow up in usefulness, and become a succession of testimony- 
liearers to the truth. That they may, in all humility, receive 
the saving help, and, by obedience to the pointing of the divine 
hand, continue stedfast to the end, where the prize inestimable 
is to be obtained, is the fervent travail of our spirits. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

William Jepson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1789. 
Peom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjoitenments, 

From the 1st to the 9th of the Sixth Month, 1789, 
inclusive. 

To the Qtutrterly and Monthly Meetinffs of Friendi in Greai 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deah Friends, 

Under the continued extension of heavenly regard, with 
which this our large and solemn assembly hath been favoured. 
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we affectionately salate you; wishing grace^ mercy^ and peace, 
from Ood the Father, through our Lord and Saviour Jesua 
Christ, may increase and abound in the churches. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings brought in this year, 
principally for tithes and those called church-rates, amount in 
England and Wales to five thousand one hundred pounds, and 
in Ireland to one thousand two hundred and forty-seven pounds. 
Two Friends were last year imprisoned for refusing to find sub- 
stitutes in the militia; and one Friend hath been this year 
committed to prison, by process in the ecclesiastical court, on 
account of tithes, and still remains a prisoner. 

We earnestly desire that this branch of our Christian testi- 
jnony may continue to be maintained in such meekness and 
consistency of conduct, as may evince to others that we are 
not actuated by selfish motives ; but, by a sense of our duty to 
Christ our Lord, are made willing to suffer for his cause; 
believing that those, who profess to be his ministers and ser- 
vants, are bound to the observance of the command delivered 
by him to his disciples formerly, ''Freely ye have received, 
freely give ;'' (Matt. x. 8 ;) to which a forced maintenance, on 
any pretence whatsoever, is plainly contradictory; as well as 
utterly inconsistent with the benevolence and dignity of the 
gospel, which holds forth the mercy and salvation of God to our 
acceptance, without money and without price. 

By accounts from our several Quarterly Meetings, and by 
epistles from Lreland, New-England, New- York, Pennsylvania 
and New-Jersey, Virginia, and North and South Carolina and 
Georgia, we are informed, that love and unity generally subsist 
among Friends ; and that divers persons have been joined to the 
Society by oonvincement. 

We are concerned at this time to press upon your considera- 
tion the awful duty of pure and spiritual worship. It is not 
enough that, after the example of our forefathers, we meet 
together in one place, in outward silence ; rejecting those forms 
and ceremonies which were invented by the wisdom, as well as 
that worship which is performed only in the will, of man ; it is 
not enough that, with a commendable diligence, we attend all 
our religious meetings ; unless also, like them, we wait in humble 
reverence, for spiritual ability to worship acceptably the Lord 
of heaven and earth. Wait, therefore, dear friends, humbly and 
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diligently wait in the spirit of your minds^ for the coming of 
Him who told his disciples "Without me ye can do nothing/' 
(John XY. 5^) that ye may happily experience the influence of 
his Spirit to enlighten and quicken the soul to a true sight and 
sense of its condition ; that^ feeling the spirit of supplication, 
ye may approach the throne of grace, and, under a renewed 
sense of the Father's mercy and goodness, may be enabled to 
offer the sacrifice of praise. This living and spiritual worship is 
ever acceptable, and draws down his favour on those who are 
thus humbly exercised before him. 

Being thus qualified to worship together the Father of spirits, 
to eat of the same spiritual meat, and drink the same spiritual 
drink, our love to the pure truth, and to each other, will increase. 
The preservation of love is a duty in every state of religious 
attainment, and did we faithfully observe the great Master's 
precept of doing to others as we would they should do to us, its 
practice would be easy : detraction and enmity would then be 
destroyed in the seed, and that excellent Christian charity, 
recommended by the apostle, prevail over all. " A new com- 
mandment," said our Lord, " I give unto you, that ye love one 
another J as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another/' 

We exhort all parents, and those who have youth under their 
care, deeply to seek the Lord for themselves, and feel after his 
baptizing power ; that their own spirits being rightly leavened, 
may, through divine help, be made instrumental to leaven the 
minds of their tender connexions, and the branches of their 
families ; whereby there may be a growth in the spiritual life* 
and a succession of living, baptized members in our religious 
Society. 

Such members as have the spiritual welfare of the professors 
of the blessed truth at heart, are pained in beholding the devia- 
tion of many amongst us, from that purity of life and conversation, 
and that plainness and simplicity of manners, into which the holy 
principle that we profess ever leads its followers. This deviation 
is apparent not only in the dress, but in the address and deport- 
ment, of too many of our youth and others. O that our beloved 
youth would happily submit to the tender impressions of divine 
grace often made on their minds in the early part of life; and 
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that they would, by inward retirement, cherish and cultivate 
the precious and heavenly visitations, graciously renewed to 
their spirits, as they advance in age ; so would that eye be kept 
open in them, which discerns the beauty and excellency of the 
gospel of Christ, and that a possession in his saving truth infi- 
nitely excels all the profits and honours, the favour and friend- 
ship, of a fading and delusive world. 

We earnestly recommend to all, the frequent perusal of the 
Holy Scriptures, according to repeated exhortations ; and we, 
at this time, also recommend the writings of our faithful prede- 
cessors, and the accounts that are published of their experiences, 
labours, travels and sufferings in the cause of Christ. Those 
hours of leisure would be profitably employed in this manner, 
which are often wasted in reading the light and trivial publica* 
tions, calculated to gratiiy the vain imagination, and to feed 
that disposition that is always hankering after some new 
thing. 

It is with particular satisfaction we observe the spreading of 
those principles of justice, which have long bound us to the 
cause of the injured Africans, and have now engaged the atten- 
tion of distinguished persons in this nation, and not in this 
nation only ; and that the inhuman trade is at length manifest- 
ing its iniquity to the view of our legislature. 

"Now unto him that is able to keep us from falling, and to 

present us faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding 

joy ; to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 

dominion and power, both now and ever.^' Amen. (Jude, 24.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Eliot, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1790. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, bt AjDJouRNMENra, 
From the 17ih to the 25th of the Fifth Month, 1790, mcltusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Qreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In the tender love of our most gracious and Holy Helper, we 
affectionately salute you ; and have, in humble thankfulness, to 
inform you, that we have been favoured to hold this our annual 
assembly to a good degree of satisfaction : having, in the various 
sittings thereof, often witnessed a measure of divine love to be 
the covering of our spirits. 

The sufferings of Friends, on account of their religious prin- 
ciples, brought in this year, being principally for tithes and those 
demands called church-rates, in England and Wales, amount to 
five thousand six hundred and ninety-two pounds; and in 
Ireland, to one thousand five hundred and sixty-eight poimds. 
The Friend who was imprisoned for his conscientious testimony 
against the support of an hireling ministry is since released. 

By accounts at this time received from the Quarterly Meet- 
ings in England, from North Britain, and from Wales ; and by 
epistles from Ireland, New-England, New- York, Pennsylvania 
and New-Jersey, Maryland and Virginia, we have information, 
that love and unity are generally preserved in our religious 
Society, and that a considerable number, who were not educated 
amongst us, have been admitted into membership with us, 
through convincement, since last year. 

As the cause of the oppressed Africans is now before the 
Legislature, we have no particular advices on that head to com- 
municate ; yet we desire Friends may continue united in a fervent 
concern, that the reproach of a traffic so iniquitous, may be done 
away from the Christian name, and the day spoken of by the 
Lord's prophet be happily hastened, " For from the rising of the 
sun even unto the going down of the same, my name shall be 
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great among the Gentiles ; and in every place incense shall be 
offered nnto my name^ and a pure offering/^ (Malachi i. 11.) 

Friends ! high and holy is the profession which we are making 
to the world. Many who do not openly profess with us, are yet 
persuaded in their consciences that the inwabd pkinciple which 
we, according to the Holy Scripture, hold forth to the world, is 
TRUTH, though the Cross stands in the way of their public avowal 
of it. May none of us act as enemies to the Cross of Christ, and 
be stumbling-blocks in the way of sober and unprejudiced in- 
quirers, hurting and hindering, by our outward appearance and 
practice, the success of that cause which we are called to espouse 
and promote. I 

And, as we have received information of the removal of many 
faithful Friends from the field of labour, we greatly desire that 
the rising generation may lay it to heart, and come up with un- 
reserved dedication of soul to the support and promotion of the 
cause of vital Christianity, according to their several gifts and 
measures; not only by promulgating its salutary and blessed 
doctrines and precepts, but by being also living examples of their 
holy influence on the whole conduct and conversation : as 
becomes a people believing in the inward and spiritual appear- 
ance of Christ. 

We hold that there is no need, no absolute necessity, that 
any man should teach us our religious duties, but as the same 
Anointing which taught the primitive believers, teacheth us. 
We hold that no offering in worship is acceptable to our great 
Creator, but that which is produced by the motions of his own 
Spirit. And though it hath pleased Christ the Head of the 
Ohurcl^, to raise up, qualify, and send forth, able ministers 
amongst us, whose labours and ministration of the free gospel 
of Christ have been and are truly serviceable ; yet the growth 
and preservation of every individual in true religion, can only 
be effected by every one deriving his spiritual supplies and 
abilities firom the Boot of divine life ; as Christ himself, when 
personadly on earth, declared, '' As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine : no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me.** (John xv. 4.) Let us therefore evince our belief 
in, and dependance upon, this inward instruction, this source of 
all right religious qualification, by a diligent attendance of our 
meetings for worship, and by a watchful patient waiting therein 
for divine succour, not only on the First, but on other days of 
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the week. And^ as there has been a salutary discipline long 
established amongst us, for the preservation and edification of 
the body in love, and for the clearing of the reputation of our 
religious Society from the scandal which might arise from the 
disorderly walking of any professing with us ; we intreat you to 
consider, that as we all should join in reverent worship of our 
common Father and Creator; so should we all unite in a 
religious care and oversight one of another for our mutual good ; 
for indeed, " Happy is that people, that is in such a case : yea, 
happy is that people, whose God is the Lord/^ (Psal. cxliv. 15.) 

And, dear friends, as there are great commotions on the earth, 
dissensions and animosities among men, and revolutions in states 
and kingdoms, let none of us be drawn by a party spirit to meddle 
with matters which are unsuitable for the peaceable followers of 
the Prince of Peace ; who declared that his kingdom was not of 
this world ; but let us all be gratefully sensible of, and thankfully 
commemorate, the gracious dealings and merciful interposition 
of the Lord our God ; who hath extended his protection to us, 
though widely separated in our dififerent allotments, and hath 
preserved us a religious body, united in faith and principle. 
May this precious unity and spiritual fellowship increase amongst 
us, by our living and believing in Christ, and by being justified 
by Him, who is the Author and Finisher of all true faith. 

Many are the diflferent opinions as to religion in the world : 
let it not suffice us, dear friends, that by education and tradition 
we are taught to believe that the principles which we profess, 
are no other than the doctrines of Christ ; let us show forth the 
soimdness of our faith by our works : let us diligently wait for 
and feel after that divine virtue which renews the inward 
strength, and qualifies for every good word and work. 

In the fresh renewing of gospel love, we commend you to the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the alone preserver of men ; 
beseeching you, in the words of the apostle, "That ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all low- 
liness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another 
in love ; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.^' (Eph. iv. 1.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

WiLLTAM GrOVEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1791.] YEARLY MEETING. 81 

EPISTLE, 1791. 

Ekom the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 
From the 16th to the 24th of the Fifth Month, 1791, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In that l6ve which is the bond of religious fellowship, we 
affectionately salute you who profess the blessed truth, wherever 
scattered in your several allotments, and wish you health and 
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Brethren, we write 
not to you, as matter of form, but as having our minds im- 
pressed with a renewed sense of the state of the church. 

We have in humble gratitude to commemorate the con- 
tinued kindness of Divine Providence, in enabling us once more 
to meet together, and to hold our annual assembly ; which hath 
been large, and in a good degree owned by the gracious regard 
of Him, without whom no religious act can be acceptably per- 
formed. Under a lively sense of the necessity of waiting for 
this holy help, and, we trust, under some experience of it, the 
affairs of our religious Society have been transacted at this time. 

The accounts of sufferings brought in this year, principally for 
tithes and those called church-rates, in Great Britain, amount 
to five thousand two hundred and eighty-four pounds, and in 
Ireland, to one thousand four hundred and ninety-one pounds. 
We greatly desire that all professing with us, may see the 
nature and ground of our testimony for the free gospel of 
Christ, and against the great evil of endeavouring to make gain 
thereof; that so, being closely and feelingly united in principle 
and practice, all may be of the same mind, all speak the same 
thing. 

We have received at this time accounts of the state of 
our religious society in this nation, and Ireland; and also 
epistles from New England, New-York, Pennsylvania and the 
Jerseys, Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia; where- 

VOL. II. Q 
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by we are informed of the prevalence of love throughout the 
society, and that (notwithstanding the sorrowful declension of 
many professing with us) divers, from time to time, join it 
by convincement. 

We find it our concern at this time to remind you, dear 
friends, that though a sound form be requisite, it is essentially 
necessary that we should wait for a divine power to quicken and 
animate it. Our forefathers turned away &om such as had a 
form of godliness, but who denied the power thereof. Let 
not us then, their successors in the same faith, settle down in 
formality, or rest content with anything short of feeling the 
life and power of truth in our religious movements. 

As a Christian society, we have found it our duty to promote 
the abolition of the slave trade ; and although the legislature of 
this country hath not yet done away this evil, it still remains 
our steady concern to discourage so iniquitous a traffic : and, at 
the present affecting juncture, we think it particularly incum- 
bent on every individual deeply to ponder his own particular 
share in the testimony, which we have so long believed it to be 
our duty to bear, and to be careful not to stifle the smallest con- 
viction of duty : more especially that the prospect of gain may 
not lead any to countenance a trade, of which the immediate and 
unavoidable consequence is the miseries of men. 

Inasmuch as we are sensible that the Lord Almighty is still 
graciously caring for, and visiting his churchy and that his 
forming, qualifying hand, is preparing, and leading forth, many 
of the rising generation into the service of the day ; it is the 
earnest travail of our spirits, that these may be preserved in 
watchfulness, fidelity, and obedience. It is not enough that the 
eye hath been once opened to see the beauty and excellence, which 
are in the truth ; it is not enough to have walked well for a time, 
or even to have been rightly engaged in some religious services : 
— that eye may again close, and that capacity for service may 
decay. There is a necessity to follow on to know the Lord, 
and to experience the renewing of a right spirit, in order to be 
preserved in a state of safety, and of ability to labour in the 
cause of Christ. And may those who are advanced in years, 
and in religious growth, not trust to their former experiences 
of good, and to the sense and understanding which they have 
had in spiritual things ; but may they diligently wait for the 
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arising of that power in their hearts, which reneweth the mind, 
and preserveth in a freshness and liveliness of spirit, even in old 
age ; that so they may have their fruit unto holiness, and their 
end everlasting life. All are called to purity and holiness : 
"without which,'' it is said, "no man shall see the Lord/' 
(Heb. xii. 14.) 

Let US, beloved friends, in the strength of gospel love, entreat 
all, both old and young, to walk as becometh our high and holy 
profession; so that our Christian simplicity of manners, up- 
rightness of conduct, and universal charity, may answer the just 
witness in all ; and that serious persons of other professions, 
who are thoughtful about a future state, being induced, by 
observing our lives and conversation, to inquire into our prin« 
ciples, may, through the divine blessing on their honest and 
impartial search, be brought to the experience and acknow- 
ledgment of the truth, as it is in Jesus. 

Be not discouraged by the smallness of numbers in any place, 
from attending with diligence your week-day meetings. We 
need to have our spiritual strength often renewed ; and it was 
esteemed by our forefathers and elders in the truth, to be a 
profitable as well as necessary duty. When any, then, are 
negligent in this part of our testimony, let it be the care of 
those who remain livingly sensible of the benefit of these oppor- 
tunities, to stir up such to their duty : and let the deficient 
seriously consider, whether, by a neglect of this part of our 
religious duty, they are not in danger of gradually declining 
from a life of faith and holiness, and falling into evils which at 
present they may hold in abhorrence. 

Finally, brethren, in the fresh feeling of that uniting love 
which is the mark of discipleship ; that universal love which 
reaches over sea and land, and anxiously desires the welfare 
and happiness of the whole mass of mankind ; in that love, and 
in the words of the apostle. We " commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified." 
(Acts XX. 32.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Philip Debell Tuckett, 
Clerk to the meetiog this year. 
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EPISTLE,. 1792. 

From the Teaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 21st to the 29th of the Fifth Month, 1792, indosive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, ^• 

Under a degree of that infiaence which alone qualifies the 
mind for being engaged in the cause of Christ, we affectionately 
salute you; desiring that you, and all men, may be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim. ii. 4.) 

Through the continued mercy and favour of our great Pre* 
server, we are again met in our annual assembly, to inquire into 
the religious state of our society, to impart such counsel as may 
appear necessary, and thereby to endeavour to promote the good 
and glorious work of peace and righteousness : and, in attending 
to the subjects which have come before us, we have been 
favoured to experience the prevalence of brotherly love. 

The accounts of sufferings received this year, chiefly for tithes, 
and other demands of a like nature, amount to five thousand two 
hundred and twenty-three pounds in Great Britain ; and to one 
thousand five hundred and forty-four pounds in Ireland. 

By accounts from our Quarterly and other Meetings in these 
nations, and by epistles from New-England, New-York, Penn- 
sylvania and the Jerseys, Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas 
and Georgia, we find that a number is preserved who are con- 
cerned for the prosperity of truth, and that our salutary 
discipline is in a good degree maintained. We have also 
accounts of several having joined us since last year by convince- 
ment. 

Repeated have been the calls of the church to the rising gene- 
ration, and frequent her exhortations and admonitions : the 
elders having no greater joy, next to the sense of heavenly com- 
munication to their own spirits, than to hear that the ^' children 
walk in the truth." (John iii. 4.) Let us now, dear youth, with 
renewed solicitude, again expostulate with you, and entreat you 
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to ponder those things which belong to your eternal welfare. 
Why should the transitory gratifications of this life^ — why should 
the fielding splendour^ or false friendship, of the world — prevail 
to draw any of you away ^' from the simplicity that is in Christ :'' 
(2 Cor. xi. 3,) leading you " into many foolish and hurtful lusts/' 
(1 Tim. vi. 9^) and unfitting your minds for the reception of 
those divine visitations^ and those spiritual refreshments^ which 
alone are worthy of the aspirations of an immortal soul ? And 
you, beloved young friends^ who have set your hands to the 
plough, look not back. Though the Lord, in unerring wisdom, 
may yet allot you deeper baptisms, and more humiliating con- 
flicts, flinch not under the operations of his love. So may ye be 
purified from every mixture of the creature, fitted for the work 
whereunto ye are called, and enabled to perform his heavenly 
commands in holy quietude. 

Brethren, of every rank, be persuaded that our happiness, in 
time and in eternity, depends on pleasing G-od ; and the apostle 
declares, '' They that are in the flesh cannot please God. — For 
to be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace.*' (Rom. viiL 8, 6.) Come therefore, beloved 
friends, out of all those things which dim the prospect of the 
beauty and excellency which are in the truth ; seek a possession 
in it above all visible enjoyments ; flatter not yourselves with 
the fallacious expectation of being heirs of two kingdoms ; but 
submit your hearts, with total surrender, to the government of 
Him, who declared, '* My kingdom is not of this world.'* (John 
xviii. 86.) 

That national evil, the slave trade, still excites our sorrow, and 
calls for our unremitted attention ; but, although we have not 
yet seen the accomplishment of our ardent desire for its uncon- 
ditional abolition, let us cherish a disposition to be thankful to 
the Father of ALL mankind, that the prospect opens of a ter- 
mination to the wrongs of Africa. 

Friends, let us bear in mind that ''God hath called us to 
peace." (1 Cor. vii. 15.) It is a leading principle of our holy 
profession. Let us therefore, on all occasions, evince that we 
are what we profess to be. Let us not suffer our minds to be 
drawn after that in which it is not our duty to be engaged ; 
much less let us attach ourselves to any party ; but let us trust 
in that Arm of Divine Power which hath been our only refuge, 
and without which there is no safety. 
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Although we are well aware, that '^ Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vaiu that build it : except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain " (Psalm cxxvii. 1,) 
and though we have repeatedly and recently recommended a 
diligent attendance of meetings for worship, on other days aa 
well as on the First-day of the week ; yet as spiritual welfare 
depends on an experience of the saving virtue of truth, which 
alone makes "alive unto God," (Rom. vi. 11,) we renew our 
earnest exhortation that ye forsake not the assembling of your- 
selves together* O, that the weightiness of our spirits, and the 
gravity of our deportment, in religious meetings, might be such 
as to excite an awful sensation in observers ; and that, at their 
conclusion, we might avoid trivial or unnecessary conversation, 
our conduct, as well as countenances, bespeaking that we had 
been with Jesus. 

We conclude with recommending you individually to the 
grace and good spirit in your own hearts (the sure guide to 
salvation), and to the diligent perusal of the Holy Scriptures, 
particularly of those in which is recorded an account of the life, 
doctrines, and sufferings of our blessed Saviour; beseeching you 
reverently and humbly to walk according to that holy pattern, 
and deeply to bear in remembrance, that " The disciple is not 
above his master, nor the servant above his Lord." (Matt. x. 24.) 
Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Thomas Huntley, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1793. 

"Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th to the 28th of the Fifth Month, 1793, induaive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We salute you in gospel love, and in a degree of that humility, 
which a close inspection into the state of our religious society 
at this time hath produced : for, although we may thankfully 
acknowledge that we have not found things in so neglected a 
condition as in some former years ; and some increasing concern 
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appears to have invested the minds of many brethren, for the 
support of our testimonies ; yet much remains to be done, and 
mnch laborious exercise of spirit to be patiently endured, before 
our Sion can become, so eminently as we trust she is designed 
to be, the praise of nations. Friends I may every one of you, 
who may read or hear this our tender salutation, closely and effec- 
tually consider in what instance, and to what degree, he obstructs, 
in his practice, the accomplishment of a design so gracious. 

Our meeting hath been large, and, through the mercy of our 
Holy Head and High Priest, hath been favoured with the 
renewed assistance of his Spirit ; and, although divers matters 
have occurred which have been subjects of considerable discussion, 
we have afresh experienced the prevalence of Christian conde- 
scension. 

The accounts of sufferings brought in this year amoutit, lA 
Great Britain, to six thousand and eighty pounds, and in Ireland, 
to one thousand six hundred and twenty-nine pounds. The 
largest part, as usual, is for those ecclesiastical demands with 
which we scruple actively to comply, as being the support of a 
ministry formed by the will of man ; and not only inefficacious 
in combating the desires of the carnal mind, (which, saith the 
Holy Scripture, is at enmity with God) but too generally made 
subservient to its purposes. 

Our correspondence with our brethren in Ireland and on the 
Continent of America is maintained, and we have received 
epistles from all the Yearly Meetings, informing us of their con- 
cern for the cause of truth ; and, in some of those from America, 
of their continued care to be, as opportunities offer, the advo- 
cates of the oppressed black people. The slow progress in this 
country of the cause of these our fellow-men we lament, but do 
not despair of its success : and we desire Friends may never 
suffer the cause to cool on their minds, through the delay, which 
the opposition of interested men hath occasioned in this work of 
justice and mercy ; but rather be animated to consider, that the 
longer the opposition remains, the more necessity there is, on 
the side of righteousness and benevolence, for steadiness, perse- 
verance, and continued breathing of spirit to the God and Father 
of all, who formed of one blood all the families of the earth. 

From Philadelphia we learn, that Friends have also had at 
heart to be instrumental in promoting a pacification with the 
frontier and other Indians, in which benevolent purpose they are 
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encouraged by the Indians themselves ; who^ having been ac- 
customed^ for more than a century, to just and kind treatment 
from Friends^ have been induced to repose much confidence in 
them. 

At our last Yearly Meeting, we were engaged to caution our 
members against suffering the voice of party to draw any of us 
from the stedfastness which we may possess in Christ ; and now, 
when war is making its ravages in the adjacent nations, we are 
again concerned to exhort Friends, that, on all occasions, they 
evince themselves to be indeed the followers of the Prince of 
Peace. As we profess to be restrained from joining in a prac- 
tice so desolating to mankind, let us not indulge the spirit of it 
in ourselves, or encourage it in others, by making the events of 
war a frequent subject of conversation ; but, so far as we are 
truly redeemed from those warring lusts in ourselves, to which 
the apostle (James iv. 1,) ascribes its origin, let us, as enabled, 
be frequently engaged in secret supplication to the Qod of the 
spirits of all flesh, that it may please him to break the bow, 
and cut the spear in sunder ; making wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth; (Psalm xlvi. 9,) and to enlist the nations 
under his holy banner, in opposition to those iniquities which 
are a reproach to the profession of Christianity. 

Many have been of late the overturnings and failures in the 
commercial world ; and some amongst us have not escaped the 
disgrace. We desire these things may operate as a call to all . 
of us, who may need the caution, to contract rather than to 
enlarge our plans for the acquisition of wealth. Let us sooner 
endeavour to secure a competency, by contracting our wants and 
limiting our desires ; recollecting, that as Christ, our great ex- 
ample, declared his kingdom not to be of this world, so neither 
can his faithful followers make it the storehouse of their trea- 
sure, '^ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust do corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust do corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal : for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.'' (Matt. vi. 19—21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

George Beaithwapte, 
Clerk to the meeting thiB year. 
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EPISTLE, 1794. 

YbOM. the rBAJBLLY MEETING, HELD IN LONDON, BY ADJOURNMENTS, 

From the 19th to the 28th of the Fifth Month, 1794, inclosive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of fHendg in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Priends, 

A DEGREE of that love whicli drew our predecessors from the 
various forms of religion, to wait upon the Lord and to serve 
Him in simplicity and holy fear, engages us a&esh to salute 
you ; desiring that ye may increase and abound in every good 
work ; and that, as lights in the world, ye may so shine as to 
glorify our Heavenly Father. 

Our present assembly hath been very large ; and we have, as 
usual, received accounts from the several branches of this 
meeting, and also epistles from our brethren on the American 
continent. — ^The amount of sufferings brought in this year 
(chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates,) is six thousand 
nine hundred and forty pounds in Britain, and one thousand 
six hundred and twenty-five pounds in Ireland. — Here we may 
briefly remark, that as we believe no genuine minister of Christ 
can dare to traSic with the truths of the gospel, we are con- 
cerned fervently to exhort all Friends to be stedfast, in main- 
taining the testimony most surely given us to bear against this 
violation of the spirit and letter of it. 

We have been reminded, in this meeting, of such of our 
friends as are in lonely situations, and few in number. We de- 
sire these may be concerned not to neglect their little meetings ; 
but therein to wait upon the Lord, in whose presence there is 
life, and to have their expectations on Him alone : considering,, 
that his tender compassion is not only to the multitude, but 
descends even to the two or three gathered in his name. — Let 
this indeed be encouragement to all to persevere in the prac- 
tice of assembling for the worship of God : and as all are in 
need of help from above, to strengthen them in the performance 
of their several duties, whether as parents, as heads of families^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 EPISTLES PROM THE [1794. 

as children^ or as servants ; let us humbly trust that those who 
thus, in integrity of soul, honour Him, and endeavour to walk 
before Him with acceptance, will by Him be honoured with his 
gracious assistance and support. 

We find ourselves also engaged at this time, to caution all 
our fellow professors to watch, with close attention, against 
giving way to the unsubjected activity of their own spirits. 
Many there are, who, although willing to confess the impo- 
tency thereof for promoting the spiritual welfare of men, are yet 
unwilling to submit it to the restraint of Divine Wisdom, in 
outward engagements. Prom this cause such have often failed 
in plausible pursuits, often brought reproach on our profession, 
often distress on themselves. Thus, also, some have been 
improperly led into speculative opinions on the affairs of this 
unstable world, and the commotions which rend it, very incon- 
sistently with the purity and simplicity of our principles, and 
unbecoming those who profess to be subjects of the peaceable 
kingdom of Christ. Let not such indulge themselves in con- 
tention, even with their tongues. Follow peace with all men. 
Study to be quiet and to do your own business : remembering 
that the spiritual Jerusalem is a quiet habitation ; and that to 
lead a holy, unblameable life among men, walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and according to the direction of that light wherewith 
he favours us, is to contribute, in the degree which he approves, 
to the advancement of true reformation in the earth. 

Although we are still unable to rejoice in beholding an end to 
the sufferings of our African fellow-men, we continue to cherish 
a tender concern for their restoration to their proper rank in 
society. On the subject of the slave trade being laid before us, 
a solemn pause ensued : and though no step appears expedient 
for us, at this juncture, to take as a body ; we desire that every 
one of us may continue to sympathise with this afflicted people, 
and endeavour to excite, in his respective sphere of acquaint- 
ance, a like compassion for their almost unparalleled sufferings. 

Dear friends, we have not any desire unprofitably to multiply 
words ; but, oh that we might be enabled to rouse the supine 
among us, of every age and of every appearance, to the awftil 
thought that they are not their own f Surely were this alarm 
effectually sounded in their ears, many who now gird themselves, 
go whither they list, and absent themselves when they list from 
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an attendance on the Lord's service^ would not only submit to 
be restrained by his fear^ but would pray that his hand might 
not spare^ or his eye pity^ until a disposition was produced and 
established in them, to serve him in singleness of heart. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, 

Joseph Gurney Bevan, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1795. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 18th to the 27th of the Fifth Month, 1795, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren in onr common cause —the en- 
deavour to promote in our generation the righteousness of 
Christ, by obedience to his Spirit operating in the heart — how 
awful is our profession ; and what manner of men ought we to 
be, in all godliness and honesty, that our practice may cor- 
respond with it! Religion is not a speculative thing, but a 
practical duty; and, at this Yearly Meeting, we have been 
renewedly made desirous that our members may be more and 
more diligent, in support of the testimonies which we believe 
ourselves bound, in our conduct, to bear to the world. Thus 
impressed, we tenderly salute you, and inform you that we have 
reason to believe, from the examination that we have made into 
the state of our society, that the cause of truth gains ground ; 
that the visitation of divine love continues to be extended, by 
faithfulness to which a growth in the truth is experienced ; and, 
that our Christian discipline is supported with increasing vigour. 

The account of sufferings brought in this year, chiefly for 
tithes, priests' demands and those called church-rates, amounts, 
in Britain, to six thousand three hundred and eighty-one 
pounds; and in Ireland, to one thousand two hundred and 
ninety-two pounds. Seven members of our society are lately 
committed to prison, by an 'Exchequer process, on account of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



92 EPISTLES FROM THE [1795. 

our testimoi^ against tithes. We wish their allotment may 
prove a call to those among us, who do not come up with their 
brethren in this testimony^ afresh to consider the foundation of 
it : namely^ a desire to be clear in the sight of the Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls^ from supporting a ministry of human ordina- 
tion^ exercising its functions for lucre^ and tending to divert the 
attention of the people from the secret instruction of His all- 
sufiScient Spirit. Divers have been the admonitions of this 
meeting to these unfaithful brethren^ and clear the provision of 
our discipline against their confirmed neglect : but^ O Friends 
of this description^ how much more desirable is it to gain you 
by persuasion^ and to perceive your judgments convinced by the 
light of truth, than to treat you as delinquents I Lay aside 
therefore your former prejudices. Suffer not the customs of 
men, the prospect of inconvenience, or the fear of appearing to 
differ from your intimates, so to influence your minds, as to 
make your deviations even desirable in your view. Be sure also 
that other inconsistencies with the self-denying character of a 
Christian, do not keep you at a distance from that point of view, 
in which ye may clearly see your duty in this respect. How 
do you attend your religious meetings ? What share have the 
honour and the gain of the world in your affections ? Is the 
eye single, that ye can be certain your 'judgment is right? 
These are important considerations : suffer them then to have 
due place in your minds. 

We have this year received epistles from the Yearly Meetings 
of New-York, of Pennsylvania, of Maryland, and of Virginia, 
whereby we learn the continued engagement of our Friends 
to be of service to mankind in their generation. From Penn- 
sylvania we have a fresh account of the good understanding 
between our Friends and the Indian natives ; who have again 
invited them to a treaty held for composing the differences on 
the frontiers. A deputation of Friends accordingly, with the 
approbation of the government, attended, last fall, at a treaty, 
at which, besides having the satisfaction of seeing, in some 
measure, the good purposes of the conference answered, they 
had fresh proof of the good and permanent effects which kind 
treatment produces in the minds even of such as are termed 
uncivilized men, in the respect in which the Indians hold the 
memory of the first founder of Pennsylvania, and in whose 
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successors in religious profession they continue to place a confi- 
dence almost unlimited. 

In some of the States, we find Friends have been anxious to 
promote an increasing attention to the procuring an education 
for the descendants of the black people, suited to their station, 
and which may render them fit to become useful members of 
the community: and this, on the principle which, in most 
things undertaken by men, is a sure guide to doing right, and 
producing good effects: namely, the desire to do to others as we 
would they should do to us. 

Our Friends of New-England have been engaged in an appli- 
cation to the general government of the United States, against 
the slave trade ; and have obtained an alteration of the law, 
in great measure answerable to their expectation. We wish 
the sympathy of Friends here, for the injured people whose 
sufferings are more nearly connected with this our native land, 
had been by tlus time more productive of benefit. On a case of 
distress so deep, and neglect so unfeeling, it is not always easy 
for the human mind to reflect, without bitter censure on the 
authors of their woes. But, Friends, a feeling hath been wit- 
nessed amongst us at this time, which directs the mind in pity 
towards the deplorable state of those men, who promote, pro- 
cure, and execute, the tearing away of the Africans from their 
parent soil: and seeing we believe that a just and dreadful 
retribution awaits the unrepenting and obdurate oppressor, at 
that awful tribunal where sophistry shall not prevail to ex- 
culpate, let us, amidst all our sympathy for the sufferers, give 
place in our minds to a true concern for the traders in negroes 
— men equally interested with us in the rewards of futurity — 
and let us seek for, and cherish, that disposition of mind, which 
can pray for these enemies of humanity, and fervently breathe 
for their restoration to soundness of judgment, and purity of 
principle. 

It hath been often observed, that the desire of acquiring 
wealth is an incitement to every evil ; and having, in this in- 
stance, a proof to what great lengths it will carry those who 
give it place in their hearts, let us guard against the beginnings 
of so great temptation. Circumscribed even as we are more 
than many, it is not unusual, in our pursuit of the things of 
this life, for our gain and our convenience to clash with our 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 EPISTLES FROM THE [1795. 

testimony. O then may we be willing to pause, and give time 
for those passions to subside, which would hurry us to the 
accomplishment of the desired purpose, ere the still voice of 
wisdom be distinctly heard to guide us in the way in which we 
should go. And, beloved youth, in an especial manner guard 
against the first sacrifices of duty to inclination. If ye curb 
inordinate desires in their infancy, your victory over future 
temptations will be the more easy; and, through faith in Him 
that hath loved us, and hath overcome, ye will in time be more 
than conquerors : but if ye shrink from the conflict, or resign 
the victory to the tempter, ye will be despoiled of the armour 
designed to preserve you in future assaults ; and, it may be, 
unable to resist, in your further progress through life, temp- 
tations, which, in the fresh morning of your day, ye would 
have held in abhorrence. 

We have endeavoured, in the two last years, to caution our 
brethren in profession, against suffering the commotions of the 
times to seduce them from the path of blameless simplicity, in 
which it becomes all true followers of Christ to walk. And, 
though we desire not to repeat similar advice, we think it in- 
cumbent on us now to bid you beware of being induced, either 
inadvertently or for gain, in any manner to give countenance to 
the destroying practice of war. Many are the ways by which 
the unwary and the covetous may be caught. But, brethren, 
look beyond the surface. Behold the depth of misery into 
which war plunges mankind. Then, putting your trust in Him 
who gives understanding to the simple, and provides for the 
sparrows, ye may avoid the pollution which is theirs, who join 
hands with this desolating evil. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Lawhence Candler, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1796. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 15th to the 25th of the Fifth Month, 1796, 
inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We fiud our minds again engaged to send you the salutation 
of our love in Christ; desiring that, as we have been careful not 
to address you in formality, nor without a fresh belief that it is 
our duty, so ye may not consider this our epistle as a customary 
matter, nor read it in that disposition that is always seeking 
after some new thing; but may be willing to consider what 
parts of it are applicable to your own respective states; and let 
the expressions of our concern, for your present and everlasting 
welfkre, receive, and retain, a sufficient place in your minds. 

The accounts of the sufferings which have been sustained by 
our friends in Qreat Britain, and are now reported to this 
meeting, amount to eight thousand six hundred and fifty-eight 
pounds; about one thousand pounds of which consist of 
distraints for the late assessment for manning the navy: the 
rest, as usual, are chiefly for tithes, and demands of a similar 
nature. The amount of sufferings brought in from Ireland is 
two thousand three hundred and three pounds. And, as we are 
informed that an opinion publicly prevails, that the purpose of 
these accounts is in order that the sufferings may be reimbursed, 
we desire Friends everywhere, as occasion may offer, to contra- 
dict this opinion, which hath no foundation in truth. 

The Friends mentioned in our last epistle to be imprisoned 
on account of our testimony against tithes, still remain prisoners 
in the county gaol at York ; objects themselves, as well as their 
afficted families, of the sympathy of their fellow professors 
to whose lot it hath not &llen to experience a treatment so 
rigorous. 

We have this year received epistles from our Friends of the 
Yearly Meetings of North and South Carolina and Georgia, of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 EPISTLES FKOM TTIE [1796. 

Virginia, of Pennsylvania, of New- York, and of New-England, 
evincing their continued concern to support our testimonies, and 
our Christian discipline. The inhabitants of the Continent, 
dwelling in fertile regions once possessed by dilBferent tribes of 
the Indian natives, are doubtless bound to regard them with 
benevolence : accordingly, we find our Friends engaged in an 
undertaking to furnish them with some of the comforts of 
civilized life. A fund ia raising to supply the expense of in- 
structing them in agriculture, in mechanic arts, and in some 
useful branches of learning. 

On examining into the state of our society in these nations, 
we find cause to believe that, in many parts, the attention of 
Friends is gradually fixing, more and more closely, on the 
exellence of the several testimonies which we are required to 
bear: and we are persuaded that, were our members univer- 
sally more loosened in their afiections from the profits and the 
friendships of the world, the standard of truth would be more 
conspicuously and availingly displayed. 

Let us consider, brethren, what is the cause of our dissent 
from the prevailing opinions and practices of the age. Is it not 
that we most surely believe, that our faith is more consistent 
with the evangelical purity of the primitive times; and our 
manners less liable to promote an attachment to a world that 
passeth away ? How then shall we set the candle, that hath been 
thus mercifully lighted in any of us, under the bed or the 
bushel ; giving up any part of our testimony, be it ever so small, 
for the sake of ease, or of outward advantage ? 

The beloved apostle declared that ^' God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all.^' A manifestation of this divine light, in 
infinite mercy, is given to every man, to lead him out of the 
misery of fallen nature, unto the eternal Fountain of life and 
light. In every heart, and in every society of people, in which 
place is given to any kind of unrighteousness, an eclipse of 
the light necessarily follows as far as the compliance with evil 
extends ; and, if this state be continued in, spiritual death must 
ensue. Wherefore, brethren, in your conduct as individuals, 
and in the part which ye take in the exercise of the discipline 
established amongst us, be ye animated to resist every ap- 
pearance of evil ; remembering that, as our Heavenly Father 
cannot unite with darkness, so neither must those unite with it. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1796.] YEARLY MEETIXG. 97 

who desire to attain fellowship with Him ; in which fellowship 
our happiness consisteth^ both in time and in eternity. 

In these times of worldly commotion, the concern still remains 
with us, that our brethren may be preserved from joining with 
any thing that immediately or remotely conduces to promote it. 
And, although of late we have, from year to year, testified our 
desire that Friends may take no part in that which genders 
strife ; we still fear all are not sufficiently cautious, or sensible 
of the advantage of mixing as little as possible with the fluc- 
tuating politics of the times. For, truly, were all concerned to 
work out their own salvation with fear and trembling, the mind 
would be preserved on its proper centre ; and to mix with the 
multitude, in their pursuit of the favourite object of any party, 
would be dreaded rather than desired. 

Respecting the slave trade, though we have no good tidings 
to proclaim, we feel unwilling to pass it over in silence. As a 
body, we have been among the foremost to expose its turpitude; 
and, although it doth not appear at present to be our duty to 
take any public step as the advocates of this degraded class of 
our fellow creatures, we still continue to view the commerce 
with unremitting abhorrence : and we much desire that no one, 
once touched with a sense of their complicated woe, may suffer 
its being thus dreadfully protracted, to efface the impression 
from his memory, or sympathy from his heart. 

This meeting hath been very large, and our minds have been 
much exercised in a travail for the cause of truth. O, Friends 
of every description, how would ye contribute, not only to your 
own peace as individuals, but to render our assemblies, under 
the sanction of the great Master, seasons of rejoicing, were ye 
all to be engaged in earnest, each one for himself, to do away 
the hurtful and hindering things, which, ye must be sensible, 
are yet to be found within our borders ! 

Finally, dear friends, remember the apostolic declaration, 
'' The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal. The 
Lord knoweth them that are his.^' Strive therefore to become 
such, by obedience to his holy law. It hath been our uniform 
and constant testimony, that God hath vouchsafed his grace and 
good Spirit unto the children of men universally, as the means 
of their sanctification. May ye therefore, in your several degrees 
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of growth, evince and recommend your belief in it, by dwelling 
under its holy influence. 

Again, in gospel affection, we salute you, and bid you fare- 
well. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

EOBEET FOWLEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1797. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

rrom the 22nd to the Slat of the Fifth Month, 1797. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We are sensible that there are among you, who travail with 
us in spirit for the advancement of the cause of truth ; and we 
believe that this concern is increasing in divers places. Never- 
theless, as, at these seasons of general inspection, our minds 
continue to be impressed with a sense, that cautions are stiU 
needful in several particulars, we think it right still to endeavour 
to excite you to further degrees of dedication to the service, in 
which, according to their measures, all ought to be engaged. If 
one be our master, even Christ, remember that in his family 
there is no place for the slothful. Accept, therefore, with this 
our salutation of brotherly love, our exhortation to be willing 
individually to inquire, " What lack I yet ?'' 

We have this year received epistles from all the Yearly Meet- 
ings of Friends in America; and also some verbal accounts 
given by brethren who have been travelling, in the service of 
the gospel, on the continent of Europe ; in some parts of which, 
the same divine Hand which led our predecessors out of forms, 
to the substance of Christianity, appears to be collecting a people, 
to bear witness to the saving efficacy of the light of Christ 
revealed in the heart. 

The amount of sufferings, reported to have been sustained by 
our friends of this island, is eight thousand and twenty-two 
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pounds : that in Ireland^ one thousand three hundred and forty- 
seven pounds. These are principally for tithes^ priests' demands 
and those called church-rates ; and increased again this year by 
distraints on account of the rate for raising men for the army 
and navy, and the militia. On this last account also, one Friend 
hath been not long since committed for three months, to the 
county gaol at York ; and another, last summer, was detained a 
like term in that at Worcester. Of the prisoners at York, on 
account of our testimony against an hireling ministry, one has 
been released by death ; the rest still remain prisoners. 

On considering the state of our Society, several defects occur : 
for in a people professing as we do, indeed in all who assume the 
Christian name, it is a defect not to avoid every thing which 
tends to evil, and to bring reproach on their profession. Of this 
kind is the want of punctuality in the fulfilling of engagements, 
of which we understand there are some instances : but if all 
were sufficiently sensible of the injustice of the practice, of the 
disgrace with which it is attended, and what an occasion of 
stumbling it may be to those who are enquiring after the way of 
truth, it would surely preserve them from inadvertently forming 
engagements, which they were not clear that they were able to 
fulfil. The same care of preserving our profession from reproach, 
might also, if kept in the remembrance, prevent another evil of 
which we have at this time some account ; namely, the unneces- 
sary frequenting of public-B^ses. We desire that all under our 
name may be cautious of remaining in them, after the purpose 
of business, or of refreshment, is accomplished : but to make 
them a resort for any other purpose, may it never need to be 
named among a people who profess the practice of Christian 
sobriety ! 

We are not disposed to enter into all the particulars of devia- 
tion, in which those, who will not submit to be bound by the 
testimony of truth in their hearts, may be found ; but we think 
we can trace several of them to that common, but destructive 
cause, the love of worldly things. In some it discovers itself in 
a desire to be rich and great ; whilst in others the worldly spirit 
is as clearly discerned, though the attention seems to be occu- 
pied in smaller concerns : and though we are clear that very 
ext^isive ones are often in themselves great evils, yet the 
trafficker in hundreds, unless the eye be kept single, may be aa 
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much buried in the earth as the trafficker in thousands. But 
were each honestly to ask himself the question, " Have I first 
sought the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness?" how 
might the answer tend to cover the face with confusion ! Did 
our Lord utter any one precept with a clearer address to the 
reason, and greater promise of support, than that of which such 
a question is the substance ? So that to seek first the world, 
is to give up at once our obedience to his command with our 
trust in his promise. — " All these things shall be added unto 
you/' " Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things.'* (Matt. vi. 33, 32.) 

We are not about to condemn industry, which we believe to 
be not only praiseworthy, but indispensable. It is the desire of 
great things, and the engrossment of the time and attentibn^ 
from which we desire that all our dear Friends may be redeemed. 
We doubtless owe duties to ourselves, and to our families ; but 
we owe them also to society ; and do we not owe even our own- 
selves to our all-wise, all-protecting, and provident Creator? 
Should we therefore suffer the things of this world to prevent 
our attending at the times appointed for his worship ; whether 
on the day generally set apart for that purpose, or on other 
stated days of the week ; and ought we to be content, when 
assembled, to permit our thoughts to wander into the concerns 
of the present life ? 

The situation of the offspring, and of the servants, of those 
who neglect the due attendance of our religious meetings, is 
greatly to be lamented ; as is that even of some who, though 
frequently seen at them, do not, by their conduct, seem to 
believe that it is required of them to allow their dependents also 
to attend ; but are leaving these still to pursue the world for 
them at home. For if any have, in a greater or a less degree, 
made gold their hope, or '^ have said to the fine gold, thou art 
my confidence,'' (Job xxxi. 24,) it will be found that, in pro- 
portion, they will be slack in bringing their families to our 
accustomed opportunities for public worship. 

We feel not inclined, though war yet continues to desolate 
the earth, to repeat our advices on that head, or to resume the 
subject further than to remark how thankful we ought to be, 
in that we are still permitted to meet together, as we have done 
at this time, in brotherly feUowship and mutual condescension ; 
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whilst the world around us is tossed with the tempest of discord. 
O, Friends^ may we consider it as an incitement to suflFer every- 
thing, which tends to contention, to be eradicated from our 
hearts ; and, under the influence of the Spirit of Christ, the 
Heavenly Husbandman, to cultivate, with unwearied assiduity 
and patience, all those dispositions which make for peace ; things 
whereby we may edify one another ; yea, things by which we 
may evince to our fellow men at large, that we are really re- 
deemed from the spirit of contests, and truly the disciples of a 
merciful Redeemer : whose holy, pure, and undefiled religion, 
is a system of universal love. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Gibbons, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1798. 

!Feom the Ybaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouilnments, 

From the 2l8t to the 29th of the Fifth Month, 1798, indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Fbiends, 

Among other advantages which we find in thus assembling 
ourselves before the Lord, it is none of the least, that our love 
for the members of his mystical body, the Church, receives from 
time to time a renewal of holy fervour; with ardent desire that 
she may increase in qualification to be presented to him a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
May we. Friends, as a part thereof, through the grace which is 
given to us, be willing to cleanse ourselves from every pollution 
of flesh and spirit, and to become holy in all manner of conver- 
sation. 

We have no new doctrines to communicate. Happy, yea, 
blessed should we be, could every man find a testimony in his 
conscience, that he acted consistently with those he hath already 
received : but still it remains our concern to stir up the pure 
mind in each other, and to press the observance of those things 
which appear to be neglected. And how shall we find any sub- 
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ject of greater moment, whereon to renew the often repeated 
call to vigilance, than that leading duty of public worship, and 
of seeking the recruits of strength, and of confidence to perse- 
vere in the way of peace, which the mind may experience in the 
humble performance of this solemn obligation ? None of the 
negligent can say he has no need of the support ; yet too many 
seem, by their conduct, to indicate that they think so. But 
Friends, review the subject ; let not an evil habit prevail ; but 
suffer yourselves to be weaned from it» Make the essay of a 
better practice, and you will find, to your comfort^ that diffi- 
culties will often sink as you approach. 

Every step which we gain in the way of obedience to duty, 
is not only of advantage to ourselves, but it gives additional 
strength and animation to be beneficial to others. By this 
means alone can the parent, the guardian, or the master, hope 
to discharge his important and awfiil trust to the lambs com- 
mitted to his care, in the wilderness of this world. And what 
need there is of seeking all means of qualification to be helpful 
to them, the dangers of that wilderness, and the failure of many 
who are entrusted with the charge, too obviously declare. We 
fear that, in many instances, an early and frequent perusal of 
the Scriptures of Truth, and opportunities of quiet retirement 
in families, before the Lord, are neglected ; whilst amusements 
not suited to the condition of a candidate for immortality, and 
writings inimical to the simplicity of the gospel, are indulged, 
or connived at. We fear also, that some of our youth are train- 
ing in habits of expense in attire, furniture, and attendance, 
which, growing into custom, are not only inconsistent with the 
simplicity of the gospel, but a constant call for much of that 
property, which would be better employed in feeding the hungry ; 
and of that time, which might be occupied in visiting and 
cheering the habitations of human misery. " The trimming of 
the vain world,*' said our worthy elder William Penn, " would 
clothe the naked one.*' It is not however with such only that 
we plead, on behalf of the indigent. We wish those who are 
generally consistent in appearance and manners with our self- 
denying profession, to be clear that a due proportion of their 
time and substance is spent in the relief of distress. This is a 
day when thousands of our fellow creatures are wanting the 
necessaries of the body ; and thousands imbibing with avidity 
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principles injurious to the mind. Happy will it be, on a parting 
retrospect, to believe that we have neither contributed, by mis- 
application of our entrusted property, to the one ; nor omitted 
to do all in our power to prevent the baneful spread of the other. 
Christ is all : in Him are all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge ; and the observance of his law written on the heart, would 
restore perfect harmony to the universe. 

We have at this meeting received, as usual, accounts of the 
sufferings of our members. The whole amount, in Great Britain, 
is upwards of ten thousand three hundred pounds, chiefly for 
tithes and those called church-rates; but including about two 
thousand pounds for military purposes. The amount of those 
reported from Ireland is seven hundred and eighty-five pounds. 
The Friend imprisoned last year at York, on account of the 
militia, was released at the expiration of his term ; and the 
remaining prisoners, on account of tithes, by a special clause 
for that purpose in an act of parliament, by virtue of which 
distraints were made on their efiects. Three other Friends 
were, near the end of last year, committed to Huntingdon gaol, 
by exchequer process, on account of tithes, and afterwards for a 
short time, to the Fleet prison; but were released on the issuing 
of a writ of sequestration. 

We have received epistles from the Yearly Meetings of Vir- 
ginia, of Maryland, of Pennsylvania, of New- York, and of New- 
England. Among other concerns of Friends on the continent, 
that for the violated rights of our fellow men of the African race 
still continues. Our Meeting for Sufferings here also lately 
presented, in the name of the Society, a third petition to the 
House of Commons, on the subject of the British traffic in the 
persons of men. Its failure of success is well known; but we 
see no reason to be discouraged from again becoming public 
advocates of the Africans, when a sense of duty shall open the 
way. 

We desire afresh to press upon all our members, the necessity 
of a peaceful and innocent demeanour amongst men ; and espe- 
cially let all be careful not to seek or accept profit by any 
concern in the preparations so extensively making for war : for 
how reproachfully inconsistent would it be to refuse an active 
compliance with warlike measures ; and, at the same time, not 
to hesitate to enrich ourselves by the commerce and other cir- 
cumstances dependent on war. 
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Finally, dear Friends, let us bear in constant remembrance 
that important principle of our profession, a testimony to the 
pure and free ministry of the gospel of Christ : whose sole pre- 
rogative it is, to send and qualify such as it pleases Him, without 
respect to worldly rank, or human acquirements ; and all his 
truly devoted servants, whatever may be their gifts and stations 
in the Church, are brethren ; and hold them under Him the 
only Head, and the universal and all-sufficient teacher. 

We salute you in gospel love, and remain your affectionate 
friends and brethren. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Joseph Birkbeck, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1799. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 22nd to the 31st of the Fifth Month, 1799, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, and Ireland. 

Dear Friends, 

After some serious investigation into the present state of our 
religious Society, wherein we humbly trust that the gracious 
Head of the Church hath not been wanting to cement our 
minds in the bond of his love, and from time to time to refresh 
us together, we again salute you ; and inform you, that at this 
our large annual assembly, a concern has been felt, extending 
to every branch of the family. We desire it may be bound up 
in the same precious cementing union ; that so, not any thing 
which has a tendency to scatter, may be suffered to prevail. To 
this end, may it be the chief care of all, to dwell near the Power, 
by the assistance of which unsanctified self is reduced and denied : 
then will the wisdom which is from above be exalted, and brought 
into dominion. 

The accounts of sufferings brought up this year from the 
various parts of this nation, amount to seven thousand four 
hundred and seventy-eight pounds ; and those fi^m Ireland, to 
seven hundred and seventy pounds ; chiefly for tithes, priests' 
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demands and those called church-rates; and also for various 
demands on account of the militia^ and other warlike measures^ 
with which, from a conviction that we ought not to be active 
in promoting the destruction of the precious, yea invaluable 
lives of mankind, we scruple to comply. 

We have this year received epistles from four, only, of the 
Yearly Meetings on the American continent; namely, the 
Carolinas, &c., Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. The 
last, having met at the usual time of its sitting, during the 
prevalence of a contagious and highly mortal fever, adjourned 
to the twelfth month last. By this disease thousands of the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia were quickly removed out of time. 
Let us, in reverence of soul, avoid too nice an inquiry into the 
moral causes of such dreadful calamities; but seek, with un- 
remitting solicitude, an entrance, through the strait gate, into 
that narrow, but not untrodden path, which alike leads to blessed- 
ness, through every dispensation of the Lord's unerring provi- 
dence. 

Friends, we in this land do not live unsurrounded by mani- 
fold dangers ; nor in an age in which we can dispense with any 
part of the whole armour of light. The increase of mortality 
in a country brings the body into jeopardy ; but it often arouses 
the careless, and drives the awakened mind into closer com- 
munion with God : but it is the peculiar property of many of 
the contagious vices and vanities, with which these countries 
abound, that they lull to security the incautious, even though 
once aroused ; and point their infection at the well-being of the 
soul. 

By what means, then, shall we expect preservation ? Our 
belief, dear friends, is, that it will depend on a frequent recur- 
rence to our first principle : even to the saving power of Christ 
Jesus our Lord, revealed in the heart. ''This/' said our 
Redeemer when personally on earth, '' is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true Ood, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.'' But this, Friends, is no trivial nor momentary 
acquirement. Many of you know that it must be waited for in 
singleness of heart; and that the important pursuit of this 
heavenly knowledge should regulate the tenor of our lives. 
Where then, judge ye, would any find leisure for those amuse- 
ments, in which some in profession with us, are reported to 
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waste much of their time ? This meeting has repeatedly testi- 
fied against vain sports^ and places of diversion^ as so many 
allurements tending to draw the mind from its watch, and to 
lay it open to further temptation. The best recreation of a 
Christian is the relief of distress ; and his chief delight, to pro- 
mote the knowledge, and to exalt the glory, of his Heavenly 
Master : and this is most effectually done, under his holy influ- 
ence, by a life of faith, purity, and general benevolence. False 
principles too, as well as wrong practices, may have their advo* 
cates for a time ; but the unspotted lives of the faithful remain 
to be their best refutation. Let none then start aside at the 
magnitude of the object, or be too much dismayed because 
of the little progress they seem to themselves to make in the 
way of holiness ; but, trusting in the Lord, who ^^ giveth power 
to the faint,^^ let us all press after ability to comply with the 
apostolic advice, " Be ye holy, in all manner of conversation.^' 

We have received accounts, this year as well as in preceding 
years, that divers persons have joined our Society by convince- 
ment. For you of this description, we feel a tender care, that, 
after admittance into membership, you may not measure your- 
selves by the standard of others ; nor take up a rest short of 
the true rest. Seek rather an increase in the heavenly principle 
which comes by Jesus Christ, the true and holy pattern for his 
flock. Thus only, will your union with us contribute to your 
advantage ; and thus only, will the increase of numbers produce 
an increase of the joy. 

Now, turning our attention to the Church in its more collected 
capacity, of Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, we perceive that 
weakness and languor continue to pervade the deliberations of 
some of them, on the important concerns of the Society ; and 
often prevent the due and timely support of that Christian dis- 
cipline, which we have long experienced to be, under Providence, 
as a wall of preservation. Nevertheless, we believe we can also 
discern that there is a gradual increase of care in many places ; 
and that the quickened sensibility, with which the minds of 
numbers of our brethren are graciously endued, has rendered 
many things burthensome, which, in times of greater negligence, 
scarcely have been noticed : and to this we attribute many of 
the complaints now contained in the answers to the queries. 
Our desire therefore is, that such upright minds may be encou- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1800.] YEARLY MEETING. 107 

raged to persevere. That which shows the disease must be looked 
to for the remedy. Hold on, then, your way, beloved Friends; 
and may the Lord give you all the discernment, skill, forbear- 
ance and fortitude, which are requisite for the impartial and 
seasonable discharge of the trust which he commits to you. 

Finally friends, collectedly and individually, farewell ! May 
all our meetings be held, with weight, as in the immediate 
presence of the Heavenly President. May the aged among us 
be examples of every Christian virtue ; and evince, by the calm- 
ness of their evening, that their day has been blest. May the 
middle-aged not faint in their allotted stations ; but, together 
with their elder and younger brethren, firmly support, yea, 
exalt, the several testimonies which we are called to maintain. 
And, O ! may the beloved youth, the tender objects of our care, 
and of our hope, bend early and cheerfully under the forming 
power of Truth : that thus, each standing in his allotment, the 
harmony of the building may be preserved, and we may truly 
grow up into an holy temple for the Lord. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, 

George Stagey, 

Clerk. 



EPISTLE, 1800. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 21at to the Slat of the Fifth Month, 1800, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

A religious concern stiU attends our minds, that ye, our 
dear absent brethren, may partake of the benefit and blessing 
of our thus assembling together ; not only by means of such 
regulations as have been found expedient, but that we may con- 
vey to you, through this our affectionate salutation, the desire 
which the collected body feels for you as for itself ; that we 
may all be what we profess : that we may all daily look to our 
foundations, and be fervent in our prayers for an establishment 
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upon that rock^ against which every storm will beat in vain. 
In the renewings, therefore, of that love, which knows no abate- 
ment from length of time; but through aU ages remains the 
same in the hearts of believers ; in the love of the gospel of 
Christ Jesus, our Redeemer, we tenderly salute you. 

The accounts of suflferings brought in this year, chiefly for 
tithes, priests' demands and those called church-rates, also for 
military purposes, amount in Great Britain to seven thousand 
five hundred and ninety-one pounds, and in Ireland to six hundred 
and three pounds. 

Epistles have been received this year from all the Yearly 
Meetings on the American continent ; and accounts, from our 
several Quarterly Meetings, and from Ireland. Having in these 
last mentioned communications a view of the present state of the 
Society in these nations, we find cause to continue to ^^ stir up 
your pure mind by way of remembrance, that ye may be mindful 
of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of the apostles of the Lord and 
Saviour." (2 Peter iii. 1, 2.) 

We beseech you, brethren, be watchful. Keep in the holy 
inclosure of the preserving fear of God ; and call to mind the 
perfect security of Israel, encamped of old under his never- 
failing protection ; when the intended curses of an enemy were 
converted into blessings. He, with whom we have to do, is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Why then are we not 
kept in his fear, and made perfect in his love ? Is it not because 
the visible things of this fading state, are, in various ways and 
proportions, drawing away our attention ? But, Friends, enter, 
from time to time, into the closet : shut to the door. Pray to 
your Father who seeth in secret, for daily sbpplies of strength, 
to suppress that immoderate love of earthly things which pre- 
vents you from giving to him his due preeminence. 

They who are obedient to this universal injunction of our 
Saviour, "Watch,'' (Mark xiii. 37,) are prepared for the due 
fulfilling of every duty ; and eminently so, for that most essen- 
tial one of worship. How many feel themselves languid when 
assembled for this solemn purpose, for want of a previous 
preparation of heart t The mind, crowded with thoughts on 
outward things, in approaching the place for public worship, 
and resuming them with avidity on its return, is not likely to 
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fill up the interval to profit ; and to snch^ their meeting to- 
gether may prove a form as empty^ as any of those out of 
which, we believe, truth called our forefathers, and still calls us. 
If we truly succeed them, as witnesses for the truth, we must 
look beyond forms, to that which is the life of all true religious 
performances : so we may become fitted, in our several stations, 
for the Lord's service, the promotion of the cause of righteous- 
ness on earth. 

Dear Friends, we believe there are many of you, and espe- 
cially of the youth, who, in a good degree, have given up, and 
are giving up, your hearts to serve the Lord. May you submit 
with patience to all the repeated baptisms necessary for your 
refinement. The gospel hath its tribulations ; but they are not 
like the sorrow of the world, which worketh death. They are 
intended to disturb the polluted rest in mere worldly enjoy- 
ments ; they unite you to the living members of Christ's body, 
in whom the same things have been accomplished ; and, if they 
be accepted as tokens of his love, and abode imder the allotted 
time without repining, they will completely unite you to him, 
the Holy Head. 

Wherefore, ye dearly beloved youth, our treasure, in whom 
we sometimes dare to delight, and to hope that you will one 
day succeed to the places of those faithful labourers, who have 
passed, and are passing, from works to rewards; we entreat 
you, dear children, with tender solicitude we press it upon you, 
flee from every thing which tends to despoil you of your inno- 
cence ; and to render your minds less receptive of that holy 
influence, which your enlightened judgment demonstrates to 
be truth. 

And ye parents, be ye solicitous to discharge your important 
and awful duty, with scrupulous attention. It is often too late 
to warn the youthful mind of danger, when your own negli- 
gence, or indulgence, hath sufiered your ofi^spring to deviate 
fipom that path of simplicity, in which you have thought your- 
selves bound to walk, and in which you have found peace. If 
you fail to suppress the early beginnings of undue liberty, how 
can you expect a blessing on your endeavours, when further 
deviations at length arouse your attention; and how, having 
failed to rule your own houses well, can you expect duly to 
"take care of the Church of God;'' (1 Tim. iii. 5,) by per- 
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forming that too much neglected duty of private admonition 
therein ? There were of old those who brought children to 
Christ, in the days of his flesh ; and now the religious parent 
can breathe no warmer aspiration for them, than when he 
spiritually commends his tender oflfspring to the protection of 
his Lord. But see^ Friends, that you encourage no propensities 
in them which prevent a union with him. Restrain them^ we 
beseech you, from associating with those whose influence and 
example lead away from his law; and be especially careful 
that you introduce not among them, publications, which are 
either wholly, or in part, repugnant to the faith, as it is in 
Jesus. Let it be your own daily care to endeavour after closer 
communion with him, and to walk in meek submission to his 
commands : so may you gain, over the minds of the youth 
providentially placed under your care, that ascendancy which 
arises from the united efiects of sound judgment, truest love, 
and a good example. 

Finally, Friends, of every age, of every rank, we commend 
you to the protection of Him who died for us, and who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us, who is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him. (Heb. vii. 25.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

William Alexander, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1801. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month, to the 2nd of the Sixth Month, 
1801, inclusive. 

To iks Quarterlff and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Various have been the exercises in which onr minds have 
been engaged in this our annual solemnity ; yet the spiritual 
welfare of our absent Friends, as our own, having been the 
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great object to whicli they tend, we are disposed afiresh thus to 
greet you in Christ Jesus our Lord : desiring that in Him, and 
by Him, ye may be made perfect, established, strengthened, 
settled. (1 Pet. v. 10.) But let us remember that this holy 
establishment is not to be attained but through suflPering. The 
cross still remains the way to the crown. Nevertheless, as 
a patient endurance of suflfering works for us the " far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory," (2 Cor. iv. 17,) let 
us accept it as the discipline of Christ, designed to make us 
proficients in his school, partakers of his baptism, and finally, 
inheritors of his promise. 

The maxims and policy of this fleeting world are still, as 
they ever have been, opposed to these sacred truths. The 
spirit of the world, therefore, hath its allurements for drawing 
the incautious of every class from imder this holy discipline. 
It captivates some with its profits, others with its pleasures, and 
others with its prospects of greater ease, than the way of truth 
will admit. The rich and the poor, the wise and the simple, 
are all within the reach of its baits ; and if palpable tempta- 
tions to indulgence are withstood, it can insinuate itself under 
the appearance of virtue, and zeal for the honour of God. 
Wherefore, dear Friends, we exhort you, " Take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and, having done all, to stand.^' (Eph. vi. 13.) How 
emphatic the expression, ''Having done all, to stand!" Be 
willing to be invested, by the Captain of our salvation, with 
every article of his heavenly armoury; and, as saith the 
apostle, above all Take "the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." 
(Eph. vi. 16.) 

Thus, Friends, accept our warm and cordial salutation, in 
Scripture phrase ; but let us all, having surveyed the standard 
of righteousness, be willing to be measured by it ; to examine 
our own states, and to see whether we are doing all in our 
power to edify our brethren. It hath pleased our wise Creator 
to plant us in society : to know, therefore, whether we are 
acting our proper part in it before Him, or not, is a subject 
worthy of our serious consideration.. 

And ye, dear Friends, whose hearts are indeed bound to the 
holy testimony, be vigilant, we beseech you. When ye see 
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the approach of an enemy, be timely in warning of the danger. 
There is probably no one, however obscnre his station, whose 
heart the Lord hath touched, and who hath bended under the 
secret convictions, but may be, in his hand, an instrument of 
good to others : faint not, therefore, nor be weary, even though 
you should seem to labour without fruit ,• but remember that 
no service in his vineyard, and by his direction, goes without 
its reward ; and that it is He alone that can give the increase. 

To you also who occupy the more conspicuous stations in our 
society, are we concerned to extend the word of exhortatioA. 
Be ye ensamples to the flock. Such, however, ye can never 
be, but by taking heed to your own steps, by the light where- 
with Christ, the chief Shepherd, hath enlightened you. But 
if you suffer the light that is in you to become darkness, ^' how 
great is that darkness ! '' (Matt. vi. 23.) If this should un- 
happily be the case with any, such may resemble those of whom 
it was said of old, that they entered not in themselves, nor 
suflfered those that were entering to go in. (Matt, xxiii. 13.) 
But, beloved Friends, let us add, in words similar to those of 
the Apostle, we are persuaded better things of numbers among 
you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus 
speak. (Heb. vi. 9.) 

And, dear young people, our anxious and constant care, how 
shall we express the desire that we feel, that no evil may prevail 
against you ! And, truly, what thing shall ever '^ harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good ? ** (1 Pet. iii. 13.) But ye 
yourselves must co-operate with the grace, which is from time 
to time ofiered for your acceptance. You must watch, and you 
must pray, to be preserved from evil ; and if you are in earnest 
in this exercise, you certainly will be careful to avoid the means 
of temptation. They are various; but your guide will not fail 
you in discovering them. See ye therefore to it, and may the 
Lord endow you richly with his blessing. 

The suflferings of Friends brought in this year are chiefly for 
tithes, priests^ demands, and those called church-rates, also for 
divers demands of a military nature. Their amount is upwards 
of nine thousand and forty pounds, from Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

Epistles have been received from all the Yearly Meetings on 
the American continent. Our Friends in Pennsylvania have 
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some time had it in contemplation to establish a Boarding 
School, under the direction of their Yearly Meeting. Their 
undertaking appears prosperous. The school is established and 
opened, and upwards of two hundred children have been ad- 
mitted. We also learn that the government of the United 
States has made such additions to the law heretofore passed for 
the abolition of the slave trade, as afford a rational prospect 
that the iniquitous traffic will be done away in those States. 

From an inspection into the state of the Society, as laid open 
in the answers to the queries brought to this meeting, we think 
we can discover on the whole, reason for encouragement ; but 
the concern truly to labour for the removal of hurtful things, 
appears to be less in some places than in others, and in most 
quarters too little. Wherefore, dear friends, let us renew our 
exhortation. Be in earnest. " Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing that of the Lord ye 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance : for ye serve the 
Lord Christ." (Col. iii. 23.) 

'^ Iron," saith the wise man, '* sharpeneth iron ; so a man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend." (Pro v. xxvii. 17.) 
Thus, at these our Yearly Meetings, we are encouraged by the 
presence of each other to persevere in the way which we believe 
to be cast up for us. ut we are not unmindful of the different 
situation of many of you, dear friends, whose lots are cast in 
solitary places, and who necessarily assemble for worship in 
small companies. But seeing, " The same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him,^' (Rom. x. 12,) we beseech you to 
be encouraged in the punctual attendance of your meetings. 
This, indeed, we believe, is incumbent on all who desire to 
manifest themselves to be his humble dependants; and is 
especially necessary at a time when, under various and specious 
pretences, many are neglecting the due performance of this 
leading duty. We therefore are disposed, with respect to this 
subject, and some others to which we have adverted in this our 
epistle, to sum up our concern with the language of the apostle, 
" Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering ; 
for He is faithful that promised, and let us consider one 
another, to provoke unto love and to good works : not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is ; 
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but exhorting one another : and so much the more^ as ye see 
the day approaching." (Heb. x. 23-25.) 
Friends, Farewell in the Lord. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

William Rawes, Jun., 
Clerk to the meetmg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1802. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 19th to the 28th pf the Fifth Month, 1802, 
indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We are sensible that unless the Lord bless the labours of the 
Church, its attempts to edify and to console you must be in 
vain : but, on examining into the present state of our religious 
Society, we apprehend we have felt a warmth which warrants 
the continued salutation of our love ; and we have had our minds 
directed to divers subjects, respecting which we deem that 
counsel is expedient. Accept therefore. Friends, our salutation : 
it is that of brethren. Receive, we beseech you, the counsel 
which we may be enabled to impart : its object is your increase 
in Christ, your establishment in righteousness, your present 
wellbeing, your eternal salvation. 

This meeting has not been quite so large as some in former 
years ,* nor have the cases which have claimed our attention 
been so numerous ; but the strength arising from the labour of 
many minds united in the same cause, has been in a good degree 
experienced. 

The amount of sufferings brought in this year is upwards of 
nine thousand five hundred pounds ; chiefly for tithes, priests' 
demands and those called church-rates, and some demands of a 
military nature. One Friend also was imprisoned for a short 
time on account of tithes. 
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We have received an epistle from Ireland^ and epistles from 
all the Yearly Meetings of Friends in North America; by which 
we learn, that onr brethren in those countries not only are 
exercised in various concerns peculiar to their own situations, 
but, in common with us, remain engaged to inquire into the 
spiritual welfare of the members, to breathe for the removal of 
every thing that tends to defile, and to rejoice at the signs, 
which they observe, of dedication to the Lord's cause. 

Since our last Yearly Meeting, two signal benefits have been 
permitted to our native land : the stop lately put to the e£Pusion 
of human blood ; and the plentiful increase of sustenance, 
afiTorded by means of the last year's harvest, at a time when 
famine seemed approaching, and when want was severely felt 
by the poorer classes of the community at large. We doubt 
not that there yet remain many who will long feel the con- 
sequences of such deep distress ; and we believe that we should 
acceptably show our gratitude to the common Parent and 
bountiful Father of mankind, if we yet sought out and assisted 
such as the calamities of preceding seasons have bereaved of 
their necessary comforts : more especially among the aged and 
the infirm. On an occasion, too, of such general satisfaction, 
as the return of peace to this nation, it peculiarly behoves us, 
as we are known to have a testimony against those modes of 
rejoicing, even for peace itself, which are generally attended 
with profusion and tumult, to evince that we really rejoice at 
the prosperity of our country, by doing good, according to our 
ability, to all. 

But, dear Friends, in times of outward prosperity there are 
snares to be avoided, as well as duties to be fulfilled. One x>f 
those snares seems to us to be a too eager, and therefore un- 
lawful, pursuit of lawful things. Such a pursuit prevents the 
mind from rising in living aspirations to God, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift ; indisposes it for duly assembling with 
his devoted servants to wait upon him, and worship him ; and 
causes "the volume of the book'' of sacred scripture— that 
record of truth which was written aforetimes for our instruction 
— ^to be but seldom perused. Such a pursuit also, if general, 
spreads devastation over religious society. But, friends, we 
entreat you, "Seek ye first the kingdom of Ood, and his 
righteousness ; and all these things," said our blessed Redeemer, 
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speaking of necessary things, "shall be added unto you/' 
(Matt. vi. 33.) Then would your assemblings together be seasons 
of heavenly consolation ; your hearts would be enlarged in that 
gospel love, that knows no bounds to its desire of human 
happiness ; ye would covet that others might partake with you 
of the enriching joy; and ye would be careful that not any 
trifling impediment prevented the due attendance of your own 
families. " Come/* would ye say by your example, if not in 
words, " Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
and to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths.*' (Mic. iv. 2.) " Come 
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that shall not be forgotten.*' (Jer. 1. 5.) 

Now, dear friends, who stand in the tender relation, and in 
the awful and important station of parents, such of you more 
particularly as have bought the truth, let us again remind you 
of the danger of indulging your inexperienced ofiBpring in 
worldly liberties, from which the truth restrains you.* Let not 
any false and specious reasoning prevail on you to suppose, that 
it will be sufficiently soon for their wills to be subjected, when 
they shall have attained maturity of judgment. Then, alas ! 
the practice of self-gratification may be so confirmed, that 
the way of self-denial may seem to them much narrower than 
it really is; and you will have contributed to increase the 
difficulties of those, whom it was your indispensable duty to 
protect, to guard from all danger, and to train up in the way 
they should go. It is still a precept sanctioned by reason and 
by revelation, "Train up a child in the way he should go;" 
(Prov. xxii. 6,) and this was imputed to Abraham, as a thing 
well-pleasing to the Almighty. " For I know him,*' said the 
Lord, " that he will command his children, and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord." 
(Gen. xviii. 19.) 

And, beloved young friends, submit, we beseech you, with 
readiness to the restraints of your religious parents. As you 
accustom yourselves to bend in due subjection to the power 
of truth in your own hearts, such restraint will become less 
irksome, as also it will be less necessary. Many of you, we are 
persuaded, are no strangers to the voice of wisdom speaking in 

• See Epistle 1800. 
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secret^ and sayings when you are disposed to turn to the right, 
or to the left hand, "This is the way, walk ye in it.'' 
(Isa. XXX. 21.) Many inconyeniences, evils, and occasions for 
sorrow of heart, may be avoided, by hearing and consulting the 
holy witness in yourselves. It will sometimes gently arrest you 
in the prosecution of your purpose, when you may not distinctly 
see the cause. But it is wiser than we, proceeding from that 
pure intelligence to which all things and all events are known. 
O ! then, mind its secret checks : and we are at this time par- 
ticularly engaged to recommend you to consult the witness, ere 
you venture upon the perusal of the specious publications with 
which this age abounds. In this way, dear children, keep your 
hearts " with all diligence f (Prov. iv. 23), lest ye enter into 
temptation. 

And for you, whatever be your age or station, who have the 
burthen of the cause resting as on your shoulders, in this 
exercising day, our desires are strong, that you may be 
preserved in humility and patience, and steadily persevere in 
the path of duty. *' Unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake.'' (Phil. i. 29.) Thus, dear friends, as you persevere, having 
your trust and your dependence on the invincible, though 
sometimes inrisible, arm of Almighty Power, the Lord will 
become your shield, and your exceeding great reward. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Gibbins, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1803. 

ft 

From the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 16th to the 26th of the Fifth Month, 1803, 
inclusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreai 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

It hath seemed good to this meeting, to send you a fresh 
memorial of its love ; and of its continuing travail, that you 
may be more and more purified from every defilement of flesh 
and spirit: that thus you may show forth in your lives the 
efficacy of the grace of our blessed Redeemer; and at the 
solemn final close, and in the day of righteous decision, be of 
the number whom he will own in the presence of his Almighty 
Father. Ah ! friends, is not this the mark at which all of us 
ought to aim ? Is not this the prize without which all other 
acquisitions are ''less than nothing, and vanity?'^ Seek it 
therefore with a solicitude proportioned to its infinite impor- 
tance ; suffer not the things of time to have an undue share of 
your affections ; and look with faith and reliance on the Captain 
of our salvation. Out of him we can do nothing : in him is 
life, and that life is the light of men. 

Epistles have been received from New -England, New- York, 
Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and the 
Carolinas ; also an epistle from Ireland. The unity of religious 
concern, discoverable in these testimonials of the remembrance 
of our distant brethren, is truly acceptable. 

The amount of sufferings brought in this year is upwards of 
nine thousand five hundred and thirty pounds : they are chiefly, 
as heretofore, for tithes and other ecclesiastical demands ; with 
a proportion for the militia. One Friend has been imprisoned 
on this latter account. 

Though we have not for some years thought it necessary 
always to announce the additions to our Society by con- 
vincement, it may be proper now to remark, that it has not 
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been because the number of such as are from time to time led 
so to join us^ has been less. This year also we have an account 
of several : and we believe the nearer we ourselves approach to 
the standard of truths the more will our conduct invite others 
to repair to it. 

On examining the present state of our religious Society^ we 
have found several things to lament, because we believe them 
to be the consequence of a neglect of the holy light of which 
we have been speaking ; but no one hath engaged more of our 
attention, or occasioned a deeper exercise of mind, than to 
observe that some of our members are more or less deficient in 
duly attending the opportunities for public worship. And 
though we have often, and even lately, expressed our concern 
on this account; yet the continued need of admonition, the 
succession of persons to whom our advice may reach, and the 
warmth we feel in contemplating the subject — all induce us to 
open it somewhat further for your serious consideration. 

That the assembling of ourselves for the purpose of expressing 
our sense of dependence on our great Creator is a duty, most, 
if not all, of us acknowledge, by stated or occasional attendance 
at some of the times appointed for worship. But too many 
content themselves with an attendance once in the week, on 
the day when business is suspended ; and even of that day, the 
greater part is devoted to what is called relaxation. Thus, little 
as it is which is meant for sacrifice, that little has cost them 
nothing. And how many, — how many even of those who are 
fiBur removed above indigence — seldom, if ever, leave their out- 
ward pursuits to join with their brethren, on other days of the 
week ! The want of a due and diligent attendance at the usual 
times, is productive of many evils. It often deprives the mind 
of opportunities of instruction and consolation ; and thus leaves 
it more liable to be drawn aside from the right way, by the 
spirit of the world; it leads naturally to the neglect of other 
religious duties ; and it tends to occasion indifference in those 
to whom the influence reaches, by its baneful example. But 
the habitual neglect of religious meetings, in any of our mem- 
bers, as it is thus the cause of many evils, hath also itself a 
cause. This, dear friends, we should search out, if we wish to 
have the remedy applied. And to what cause can we ascribe it, 
but to a want of hunger and thirst for that spiritual refresh- 
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ment, which is yet, blessed be the Lord, to be known in the 
meetings of his humble and dependent servants ? Now if we 
feel not this hunger and thirst, is there not reason for us to be 
alarmed ; and may we not justly fear, that we are spiritually 
sick ? And truly, notwithstanding the excuses of such as yet 
acknowledge public worship to be essential, and the specious 
semblances of reasoning of such as attempt to set aside a 
constant obligation to it, experience has taught us, that a 
neglect of meetings both indicate3 and produces indisposition 
of mind ; and tends to lay waste religious society. Wherefore, 
we once more beseech the remiss of the present day, to lay 
these things to heart, and strive for amendment ; and we again 
press it upon such as are themselves diligent, that they do not 
neglect any gentle intimation of duty, to admonish a brother or 
a sister for whose remissness they may feel concern. 

But although we are thus particular on a subject, which we 
believe concerns not us alone, but every professor of the 
Christian name; we have not been unmindful of several 
testimonies which we believe to be, as yet, more peculiarly our 
own, to bear for the honour of the great Head of the Church, 
and against the spirit which leads into conformity with the 
world. Such is our testimony for the free teachings of the light 
of Christ revealed in the soul, and through such instruments as 
he may immediately prepare, call, and qualify ; in contra- 
distinction to a ministry formed by man, and undertaken for 
temporal rewards: this testimony remains as incumbent upon 
us as ever, and although our accounts indicate it rather to gain 
ground than to decline, yet a concern hath been witnessed at 
this time that it may still further prevail, and be borne in a 
disposition which may show to observers, that our motive is 
singly to promote the cause of Christ. 

The deviations from our ancient simplicity of manners, of 
speech, and of attire, however some may a£Pect to term them 
small things, are notwithstanding causes of great grief to the 
faithful among us : because we are persuaded that they demon- 
strate a mind averse from the self-denial which the gospel 
enjoins, and lead to liberties of a hurtful tendency. In our 
last epistle, we cautioned such as have the care of youth, 
against an indulgence in these respects that wounds their own 
minds, and lamentably injures the tender objects of their care« 
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We renew the caution, and we press it upon friends, who them- 
selves are clear, to be early and earnest in advising parents 
against the beginnings of connivance at the vain propensities 
of their children. But, friends, what shall we say to such as 
lead them, almost in infancy, into fashions which they them- 
selves, in their own practice, appear to disapprove ? 

Now for you, tender youth, arises, before we conclude, the 
salutation of love, and the word of encouragement. We have 
often addressed you also with counsel and caution, because we 
have often felt you, as we now feel, very near to us in gospel 
affection ; and we pray that nothing may unfit you to be pre- 
sented and united to Christ. Even now, in early life, if you 
seek an acquaintance with him, as outwardly revealed in the 
Scriptures of truth, and inwardly in your hearts; and if you 
become his friends by obedience to his voice; even now you 
will contribute to the advancing of his cause of righteousness ; 
and as you follow on under the guidance of his meek and lowly 
Spirit, you will be enabled more conspicuously to espouse his 
cause, when the faithful labourers of the present day shall have 
entered into rest. 

May young and old, and all the intermediate classes of our 
society, be aroused to a due sense of the one important purpose 
of life. Is it not to work out their own salvation with fear and 
trembling ? And why with fear, but from the natural infirmity 
of the creature, and the temptations which surround ? But, 
Friends, hold on your way. Help is laid on One that is 
mighty. He who died for us will not forsake those that trust 
in him. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

£oB£&T Barnabd, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1804. 

Feom the Yeab.lt Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the Ist of the Sixth Month, 
1804^ indusive. 

To the (Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

It is not a light matter to undertake to give counsel to the 
Society ; nor do we address you merely because it is a practice 
sanctioned by usage ; but our minds have been much engaged 
in desires for the spiritual welfare of the family ; and in con- 
sidering the various means by which that welfare may be pro- 
moted, or obstructed. And, dear friends, let us also remind 
you, that it is not a light matter to receive counsel. O, that 
we could fix upon your minds, that we could livingly implant 
in your souls, the sense we trust we are at this time endued 
with, that it is the Master's will that his servants should ad- 
vance in righteousness I Do not therefore read or hear with 
indifference these our repeated salutations of love ; but treasure 
them in your hearts; lay them up as tokens of that charity 
which endureth. Thus will our absent brethren co-operate 
with the assembled Church, in carrying on the work of refer- 
mation, in promoting the cause of Christ. 

We have received at this meeting epistles from all the Yearly 
Meetings on the American continent, except one, and the usual 
accounts from the Quarterly and other meetings in these 
nations ; whereby we are informed of the present state of our 
society. In every quarter there is some defect in duly sup- 
porting the testimonies of truth, but we have no cause to 
believe, that the religious care to administer help is on the 
decline ; though often feebly exerted : and amidst all the sorrow 
which we feel that it is so, it is comfort to observe that many 
seem convinced of our principles; of whom a considerable 
number have lately joined the society. Our brethren in 
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Pennsylyania and Maryland appear to have prospered mucli in 
their benevolent attempts to Saitroduce amongst the Indians^ 
the comforts and benefits of civilized life^ and of religious 
instruction. 

The amount of su£Perings brought in this year from Great 
Britain and Ireland^ is twelve thousand six hundred and thirty 
pounds^ of which about nine thousand three hundred and 
seventy pounds are for tithes^ priests' demands, and those called 
church-rates; and three thousand two hundred and sixty 
pounds, for demands of a military nature.* Several Friends 
have suffered each three months' imprisonment on the latter 
account. 

Since we last met together in this city, the dreadful alarm 
of war has increased ; and, seeing we believe no people have a 
deeper sense of the calamity which war entails on mankind, 
and the reproach it is upon the Christian name, we may, with* 
out the imputation of viewing it singly as it concerns ourselves, 
inform you of our present feelings on the subject. Our general 
scruple to bear arms is well known ; and truly we are satisfied 
that our testimony in this respect is a testimony for Messiah, 
of whose reign it is the glory, that " the wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together.^' (Isaiah Ixv. 25.) Most, if not all, 
people admit the transcendent excellency of peace. All who 
adopt the petition, " Thy kingdom come,'' pray for its universal 
establishment. Some people then must begin to fulfil the 
evangelical promise, and cease to learn war any more. Now, 
friends, seeing these things cannot be controverted, how do we 
long that your whole conversation be as beoometh the gospel; 
and that while any of us are professing to scruple war, they 
may not in some parts of their conduct be inconsistent with 
that profession ! With this view we are concerned to renew 
our caution of the year 1798, namely, ''We desire afresh to 
press upon all our members, the necessity of a peaceful and 
innocent demeanour amongst men; and especially, let all be 
careful not to seek or accept profit by any concern in the pre- 
parations so extensively making for war : for how reproachfully 
inconsistent would it be, to refuse an active compliance with 
warlike measures; and, at the same time, not to hesitate to 

* An error occurred in stating the amount of sufferings reported last 
year : it appears that the sum was actually about ;£8,900. 
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enrich ourselves by the commerce and other circumstances 
dependent on war ! '^ Friends^ it is an awful thing to stand 
forth to the nation as the advocates of inviolable peace ; and 
our testimony loses its efficacy in proportion to the want of 
consistency in any. And we think we are at this time peculiarly 
called to let our light shine with clearness^ on account of the 
lenity shown us by government, and the readiness of magistrates 
to afford lis all legal relief under suffering. And we can serve 
our country in no way more availingly, nor more acceptably to 
Him who holds its prosperity at his disposal^ than by con- 
tributing, all that in us lies, to increase the number of meek^ 
humble, and self-denying Christians. 

From the same source, from which naturally springs^ not 
only our testimony against war, but an unblemished conduct 
towards our government and our countrymen, namely, obe- 
dience to the law of Christ, arises also that stream of love to 
the brotherhood, which, if suffered to flow in our hearts with 
unobstructed course, would bear away all malice and guile, and 
cause all complaints of tale-bearing and detraction to cease in 
our borders. O, the precious care that attends the mind in 
which Christian charity is become habitual I Charity, saith the 
apostle, " hopeth all things." (1 Cor. xiii. 7.) It divulges not 
the faults of others, because, in its unbounded hope, it desires 
their removal without exposure. For the mind in which it 
dwells, ascribes its own preservation, and the cleansing of its 
former sins, to the unbounded love of God in Christ Jesus ; 
and it prays that all may partake of the same benefit. How 
opposite that disposition, which delights to report evil, and to 
accuse I Shun it, dear friends, as the poison of asps. Even 
the sacred writings emphatically denominate the grand adver- 
sary of mankind, by the name of accuser of the. brethren. 
*' Follow," therefore, "peace with all men, and holiness, with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord : looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of God ; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled." (Heb. 
xii. 14, 15.) 

Now, dear friends, you who know the truth, and have expe- 
rienced, in good degree, that it hath set you free from that to 
which you were by nature in bondage, relax not your attention 
to its gentle monitions : lest, whilst you are " busy here and 
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there,'* you let anything escape that is appointed for destruc- 
tion. Such are all the practices and dispositions which prevent 
you firom becoming fiilly " a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light/' (1 Peter ii. 9.) But a jealousy, 
may we not say a holy jealousy, hath attended our minds, that 
some, by not following on to know the Lord, hath ceased to 
preserve over their children and dependents the prevailing 
authority of good example. Some also, by continuing to seek 
increasing possessions in this life, have led their descendants as 
well as themselves into closer connexion and fellowship with 
the spirit of the world. Thus, frequently, in the next gene- 
ration the traces of Christian simplicity and self-denial are 
lamentably defaced, and in the succeeding one, nearly oblite- 
rated. To this cause, in a great degree, may be ascribed the 
number of families amongst us who retain little but the name ; 
an evil, of which, as the remedy is difficult, we fervently desire 
to prevent the increase. Lay it therefore to heart, beloved 
brethren, lest you should inadvertently contribute to this already 
extensive grievance. 

And O, that we could awaken some of you, dear youth, who 
have been educated in a liberty, which we deplore on your 
account, because we believe that the gospel of Christ doth 
not allow it — that we could awaken you to serious reflection ! 
If your rest should, for a season, be disturbed by the sense of 
sin, of the danger of continuing in it^ and of the future judg- 
ment which is its portion, you have no cause for utter dismay. 
Help is laid on One that is mighty : the sense of our transgres- 
sions leads to prayer for his secret, but Almighty help ; and as 
you are careful to close in with the inward intimations of his 
will, which are in fact the oflfers of his mercy, he will give you 
in due season " the oil of joy for mourning," and " the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness." (Isaiah Ixi. 3.) 

In the narrow compass of an annual epistle, we cannot 
address all the states in the society, nor speak to all the sub- 
jects for which we feel concern : but since those subjects are 
not of a transient nature, we recommend to Friends, especially 
to our beloved youth, occasionally to peruse again the epistles 
of former years ; and not to lay by, as things of temporary 
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concernment^ those records of this meeting's engagement to 
promote their present and eternal well-beings and to hold up a 
testimony to the gospel of Christ Jesus. To him^ therefore, 
who died for us that "we should Kve together with him,'' 
(1 Thess. V. 10,) we desire, dear Friends, to commend you. 
*' Farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace ; and the God of love and peace shall be with 
you.'' (2 Cor. xiii. II.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 
John Merryweather, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1805. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 22nd to the 31st of the Ilfbh Month, 1805, indnsive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Irelandy and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We trust that, through the continued mercy and assistance 
of the Head of the Church, we have not met in vain in this 
our annual assembly; because, in contemplating the present 
state of our religious society, we have been enabled to attend 
to various subjects in which its welfare is involved, with calm 
deliberation, with the warmth of love, and with much harmony 
of mind. Some of the views which have at this time opened 
before us, we shall briefly attempt to unfold to you ; saluting 
you, as we cordially do, in the love of our gracious and holy 
Redeemer and Preserver. Friends, on all occasions, in every 
strait, in heights and in depths, seek to him, retire to him ; let 
the advancement of his cause be your primary pursuit ; and 
count it as a privilege inestimable, to be numbered among his 
lowly-minded followers. 

We have received epistles from all the Yearly Meetings of 
our North American brethren; also one from Ireland. On the 
American continent, our Friends appear, in their collective 
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capacity, to be steadily pursuing the path of apprehended duty, 
in the cause of righteousness ; and, amidst all the discourage- 
ment which they, as well as we in this land, have met with, 
from cruel avarice, in pleading the cause of the oppressed 
Africans, it still Lies near to their hearts, and a firm, forcible, 
yet cool remonstrance on behalf of that people, has been not 
long since presented to the general legislative body of the 
American States. The dismal subject of the slave trade, the 
source of accumulating misery to Africa, of accumulating guilt 
to Britain, and of continued reproach to the holy reUgion, 
which, in common with our countrymen, we profess, has also 
claimed our sympathy in this meeting : and we desire our 
Friends may be individually prompt to entertain for these our 
fellow-men the sensations of pity, which on various occasions 
may arise. Where, friends, shall we find a juster cause of 
regret, than to see a nation professing Christianity, pouring 
forth frt>m her harbours numerous equipments, not designed to 
improve and exalt, but to degrade, enslave, and consign to 
misery, those very nations, to which, in recompense for ages of 
injury and insult, she owes the benefits of brotherly kindness 
and Christian example. 

The usual accounts which we have received from the several 
Quarterly Meetings in Great Britain, denote that all are not 
steadily concerned to walk as becomes the simplicity of our 
profession. We have been introduced into concern of mind on 
this account, and have endeavoured to administer some remedy 
for the complaint ; but we desire also to acknowledge, that we 
find room for encouragement in the number of lively and judi- 
cious friends still preserved and qualified for labour, and of 
others (thanks to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls) stiU arising 
from among our beloved youth. To both these we would say, 
Hold on your way, and may your hands be strong, as your 
reward is sure. 

The amount of su£Perings this year in Great Britain and 
Ireland is ten thousand eight hundred and eleven pounds. 
Demands of a military nature have occasioned about sixteen 
hundred pounds of it ; and one Friead has borne his testimony 
by suffering three months' imprisonment. 

Now, dear friends, hear, we beseech you, the word of exhor- 
tation. What hinders the advancement of our society in its 
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Christian progress ; seeing the holy High Priest of our profes- 
sion is willing to lead us to complete sanctification ? What> but 
the carnal mind^ operating in various and in specious forms ? 
We do not tax all who embark in large concerns in trade^ with 
an undue desire after riches ; but we much fear that the effect^ 
which their schemes are likely to have upon themselves and 
their connexions^ as affecting their condition both religious and 
civil, is not duly regarded. The love of money is said in Scrip- 
ture to be the root of all evil ; and we believe it may be shown 
that honest industry and moderation of desire are roots of 
incalculable benefit to the humble Christian. We feel for many 
of our friends in limited circumstances, in this day of increased, 
and possibly increasing expense; but we would caution such, 
and particularly those who are setting out in life, against imi- 
tating the manner of living of those whose means are more 
abundant. We wish, friends, to call you, not to penuriousness, 
but to economy; and we particularly desire that all such as 
have families of children, even if in more affluent circumstances, 
would inure them to early industry, and not to habits of de- 
pending toe much on the services of domestics. For this latter 
and useful class, we also desire to plead, and to request those 
who have the privilege of ability to employ them, to sympathize 
with them in their labours, to delight to render them happy, and 
even to seek for that disposition that can lead them along as 
fellow-travellers in the road to the city of God. Various are 
the means by which this may be attempted : the principal one 
certainly is, the keeping of the mind attentive to the discoveries 
of truth ; but seeing, we doubt not, that a perusal of the Scrip- 
tures is the frequent employ of many families, we desire that 
the servants may be made partakers of the benefits resulting 
from the practice, and from occasional opportunities of retirement 
in spirit. Indeed we are afresh engaged to press upon Friends 
a diligent acquaintance with the sacred records, and a diligent 
endeavour to store the minds of their tender offspring with the 
great truths of Christian redemption. In so doing, you may 
implant, in the susceptible and retentive minds of your children, 
principles of preservation qgainst the temptations of future life ; 
and resemble those of old time, who, smitten with the power 
and goodness of the Lord of life and glory, when personally on 
earth, are said to have brought, with divine approbation, little 
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children to Christ : Thus imbued with a knowledge of the 
wonderful effects of heavenly love which the evangelists relate^ 
they will be prepared also to receive his spiritual appearance in 
their hearts^ according to our holy profession ; as well as duly 
to appreciate^ and delight in^ the records of the Christian faith 
and practice of our pious predecessors. With their history also 
we think it important that our youth should be more acquainted^ 
than we fear many are. It is a history abounding with examples 
of what the love of Christ is able to effect, in doing, or in 
suffering. It is a practical comment on the words of the great 
apostle : " Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword ? " ^' Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors, through him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'* 
(Romans viii. 35, 87—39.) 

On the calamitous subject of war, we do not feel much now 
to say. Friends, you are not ignorant of what adorns our pro- 
fession, with respect to this subject. Only this woidd we say, 
Make it not a topic of conversation. Guard against placing 
your dependence on fleets and armies; be peaceable yourselves, 
in words and actions; and pray to the Father of the universe 
that he would breathe the spirit of reconciliation into the hearts 
of his erring and contending creatures. 

Friends, seek peace and pursue it. Ye are called to love. O, 
that the smallest germ of enmity might be eradicated from our 
enclosure ! And verily there is a soil in which it cannot live ; 
but naturally withers and dies. This soil is Christian humility : 
a state highly becoming, and indispensable, for a being who 
depends continually on the favour of his Lord ; a state in which 
of all others he can most acceptably approach his presence; and 
a state which naturally conducts frail man to love and com- 
passion, for the companions of his frailty and poverty, yet his 
fellow-partakers of the offered riches of the gospel. 

Dear friends, we believe that the Lord's goodness is still 
towards his people; and that his language to them yet remains 
to be similar to that, which of old was conveyed by the prophet, 
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" O that there were such a heart in them that they would fear 
me^ and keep all my commandments always^ that it might be 
well with them, and with their children for ever ! '^ (Deut. ▼. 29,) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Gurnet, 
Clerk to the meetiiig this year. 



EPISTLE, 1806. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2l8t to the 3l8t of the Rfth Month, 1806, 
indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great ' 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 
Dear Friends, 

We find, in meeting in this our annual assembly^ a renewal 
of lively zeal for promoting the righteousness which is of Christ, 
and for removing, as far as in us lies, the eauses which obstruct 
it. We tmst that our meeting is not only professedly in his 
name j but, as we are given to derive strength and encourage- 
ment in his cause, from the mutual communication of our 
feelings and exercises of mind, that he still owns us, however 
unworthy : and grants us, by being at times baptized into the 
sense of our own weakness, to seek, with more earnestness, his 
everlasting strength. In the desire therefore that ye may be 
built up a people truly Christian; that '^righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost/' (Rom. xiv. 17J may increase 
and abound ; we again convey to you the salutation of lov« 
unfeigned. We beseech you to consider the holy gradation of 
righteousness, peace, and joy; and to mark that the first 
step is that most comprehensive attainment^ righteousness. — 
Righteousness is immutable justice. It leaves no duty unful- 
filled. Man has his full share of love from man ; and Grod, his 
due reverence, adoration, and praise. Peace then flows as a 
river, and joy in the Holy Spirit completes the gracious purpose 
of Christian redemption. '' Happy is that people, that is in 
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such a case : yea, happy ia that people, whose God is the Lord.'^ 
(Psalm cxliv. 15.) 

But, friends, though we are thus favoured to see, and to 
approve things which are excellent, yet when we review the 
state of our religious Society, and scrutinize into the conduct of 
its members, we are often obliged to observe that an enemy 
is at work; that earth sometimes obtrudes into the place of 
heaven ; and that self-love in many is more conspicuous than 
self-denial. You know that the subjects of our inquiry on these 
ooeasions are arranged under different heads; and that it 
becomes from time to time our ooncem^ to remind you of your 
duty respecting many of them. When we ask the question^ 
**l8 there any growth in the truth ?'^ modesty, were there 
nothing else, might occasion a doubtful reply. But nothing 
needs prevent every man, endued with the light of Christ in 
himself^ from endeavouring to answer this most important query 
plainly to his own conscience. As the vigorous tree brings forth 
its fruit in its season^ so if any man grow in the truth, he will 
bring forth the fruits of truth, even the fruit of the spirit^ 
so well described by the apostle to the Oalatian converts, 
(Gal. V. 22.) And what obstructs this growth in any 7 We 
reply. The love of ease : the dread of conflict. But as winter 
and storms promote the well-being of the outward creation, so 
tribulation and conflict improve the Christian. They have their 
appropriate and appointed end, in the work of sanctiflcation ; 
they arise not out of the dust, but are sent or permitted in the 
proper seasons ; and whoever seeks to escape without his share, 
rejects the very means of his advancement, and scarcely can 
hope to attain his due '^ measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ:" (Eph. iv. 13,) a state of which the same apostle 
speaks, as attainable by all. 

Now, beloved brethren, a subject, a deeply interesting subject, 
bath intervened among our deliberations on the state of our 
Society; and its long-felt importance induces us to suffer it 
here also to interrupt the current of our Christian counsel. No 
longer since than the last year we excited your attention afresh 
to the sufferings of the Africans, and spoke of the continuance 
of the cruel slave trade as of an accumulation of misery and 
of guilt. How then do we now rejoice in having to proclaim 
that this torrent of iniquity is arrested in its progress; that an 
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important restriction of the trade has taken place; that the 
annual enslaving of thousands is prevented; and that the 
prospect again opens^ with increased brightness, of " a termi- 
nation to the wrongs of Africa ! " * 

Let us therefore thank God, and take courage : and still 
persevere in the support of those testimonies and practices, to 
which Christian love gives rise, and which Christ requires of his 
Church. And, in order that we may be able to do this, let 
love, pure, unconquerable love, reign in our hearts. We have 
often expatiated on this topic; but yet we must violate our 
feelings, if we suppress some further observations on it at this 
time. Friends, remember, that to be made perfect in love, 
(1 John iv. 17, 18,) is a high state of Christian excellence, and 
not attainable but by the sacrifice of selfish passions. No degree 
of resentment can consist with this state. Some persons are 
apt to profess that they can forgive those whom they suppose 
to have injured them, when such are brought to know, and 
acknowledge their fault. But that is little else than a disguised 
pride, seeking for superiority. The love which Christ com« 
manded to his Church goes further than that. ^^This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you/' 
(John XV. 12.) And how did the Lord love the world? Let 
the apostle answer. '' God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Bom. v. 8.) 
And, friends, mark and remember his graeious dying words, 
when praying for his very persecutors, he said, " Father, forgive 
them ; for they know not what they do."' (Luke xxiii. 34.) 
And shall we expect access for our feeble prayers, at the throne 
of grace, if we harbour any ill will to our fellow-travellers 
towards immortality ? Let us hear again the Saviour of men : 
''And when ye stand praying, forgive if ye have ought against 
any." (Mark zi. 25.) He doth not allow time for seeing the 
injuring person become submissive; but, — Standing forgive: 
for '* If ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses." (Verse 26.) O, the excellence 
of Christian love, and the temper of forgiveness I It is the 
indispensable requisite in that spiritual worship to which we as 
a people more peculiarly bear testimony : yea, is it not the very 
balm of life, and the passport to heaven f 

* Yearly Meeting epistle, 1792. 
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Thus have we hinted at some of the leading characteristics of 
the Christian; we have attempted to hold up the standard of 
truth; and we tenderly entreat all our friends who feel the 
necessity of measuring themselves by it, and are in great degree 
exemplary persons themselves^ to be frequently attending to 
their respective gifts^ in order to be helpful to others : for we 
are members one of another^ if we are really members of that 
body of which the Head is Christ. This mutual care is a 
fundamental principle of our Christian discipline : this mutual 
care hath brought us together at this time. 

We have received this year epistles from all the meetings with 
which this meeting usually corresponds. The most remarkable 
feature in the intelligence which^ from these and other sources^ 
we receive respecting our brethren in North America, is the 
great and successful diligence of some of their Yearly Meetings 
in promoting the civilization of the Indian natives. We find 
that our Meeting for Sufferings has very properly diffused this 
intelligence among Friends ; and, impressed with a desire of co- 
operating in a work so benevolent^ this meeting has recom- 
mended a contribution^ to assist our American brethren in their 
very worthy pursuit : and we doubt not that Friends will cheer- 
fully embrace this opportunity of testifying our unity with their 
labours. 

Although, as we have already remarked, in the accounts which 
come up from the several branches of this meeting, we are 
affected with noting various particulars which we deplore, yet 
we also are encouraged in observing that the good cause remains 
dear to many; that fresh instances offer themselves to view of 
zeal in the Lord's service ; and that some serious persons are 
still seeking to be united to us in consequence of convincement. 

The amount of sufferings brought in' this year is about ten 
thousand three hundred and fourteen pounds : of which some 
part is for demands of a military nature ; but the chief part, 
ecclesiastical. And friends, while we are endeavouring to bear 
testimony against war, let us show, by our inoffensive, quiet 
demeanour, that we are truly children of peace ; and while we 
refuse the claims of a priesthood from which we conscientiously 
dissent, let us be dUigent in waiting on the great Minister of 
the true tabernacle. This, you know. Friends, is the purpose of 
our assembling together in silence : and though there is among 
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US at times but little instrumental ministry^ or none^ let not 
this produce any abatement of diligence in the duty. Instru- 
mental ministry^ in the life and power of the gospel^ is a great 
favour to the church ; but the distinguishing excellence of the 
Christian dispensation is the immediate communication with 
our Heavenly Father^ through the inward revelation of the 
Spirit of Christ. Let us^ therefore, brethren, submit to the 
baptizing operations of the Holy Spirit^ which purify the voul, 
and produce the capacity for communion with God. 

Now " The grace of the Lord Jesus Christy and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you lall. 
Amen.'' (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Abneb Fbank, 
Clerk to ihB meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1807. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th to the 29th of the Fifth Month, 1807, inclnsiva 

To the Quarterly and MonthJy Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Irekmd, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Beoeiye, we beseech you, the salutation of our undiminished 
and renewed love : may we not reverently say, of our love in 
the gospel of Christ. For we desire to be as the messengers of 
good tidings, to allure 'jou to increasing degrees of dedication 
to the cause of truth, and to make you partake of the encou- 
ragement which we are mercifully allowed to feel, by meeting 
thus together as with one accord. But though we have again 
cause to confess that there is strength in the union of exercise^ 
in a joint engagement of spirit, we also entreat you to remem- 
ber that ^^ the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him.'' (Rom. x. 12.) We believe, as a frequent application of 
heart to the Lord is the practice of Friends in their remote 
allotments, that he will enrich them with duo portions of his 
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wisdom and strength. Thus will he restrain in them the 
dispositions which tend towards the worlds he will invigorate 
those which have their origin and accomplishment in heaven, 
and he will even make glad for them the solitary place. (Isa. 
XXXV. 1.) 

On the particular inspection this year into the state of our 
religious society, various objects tending to its welfare have 
engaged our attention; some of which we shall endeavour 
briefly to lay before you. But first we are inclined to express 
our thankfulness for an event which concerns not us only, 
but incalculable multitudes of our fellow-creatures our fellow- 
possessors of the faculty of reason— our fellow-objects of the 
redemption which comes by Christ. We scarcely need name 
the abolition of the slave trade. We view it as one of the most 
important acts of public, national righteousness, which ever 
dignified the councils of any government ; and our minds have 
been directed in secret prayer to the Almighty Parent of the 
universe, that he may be pleased to regard this kingdom for 
good; and direct its future councils to such further acts of 
justice and mercy as may promote his glory, in the harmony of 
his rational creation. 

We may also here mention that we learn by the accounts 
which we have received from our brethren in America, that 
their attention in assisting some of the Indian nations to attain 
to the benefits of civilization, is still continued with vigour and 
with increasing success. We are gratified with being informed 
of the contribution which Friends in this nation have raised in 
order to participate in this work of benevolence. Six thousand 
pounds of it are already put in train to be remitted to America; 
about nine hundred more are ready to follow, and we have 
cordial assurances from our friends abroad, that they will 
readily take upon them " the administration of this service :" 
which we trust will not only prosper, to the advancement of 
our Indian brethren in the scale of civil life ; but, like the gift 
of old, mentioned by the apostle, may be *^ abundant also, by 
many thanksgivings unto QoA,'* (2 Cor. ix. 12.) 

Now, dear friends, seeing Christian duty is not a complex 
system, but consists of a few and simple parts, it cannot be 
expected that great variety should be found in the subjects, on 
which, from time to time, we are induced to address you. It 
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is a peculiar glory of the gospel that it remains the same. 
Love to God and love to our neighbour are its grand and 
primary divisions; each harmonizing with the other; neither 
subsisting apart : to the latter we immediately refer the general 
care which our Christian discipline promotes ; and we believe 
it is also the ground of that more private^ but not less bene- 
ficial care^ which we long to see subsisting in vigour in Chris- 
tian families. You know our annual inquiry, ''Do Friends 
endeavour, by example and precept, to train up their children, 
servants, and those under their care, in a religious life and 
conversation, consistent with our Christian profession V^ The 
query then descends to four particulars, all of them indeed 
important, but we now hint at them only to observe, that, im- 
portant and indispensable as we believe they are for us, they 
are not to be made the sole criterion for judging whether 
religious education has been duly and successfully given. Con- 
sider, dear friends, what subjection of spirit, what care of 
conduct, and what self-restraint go to make up a good example : 
tempered, as it should be, with sweetness of manner, seconded 
by holy firmness, and recommended by its being manifest that 
yourselves are seeking '* first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness.'^ (Matt. vi. 38.) These are truly great, but 
they are attainable objects ; and equally the duty of every one 
who lays claim to the Christian character : for though all are 
not called to the same stations in the militant Church, all are 
invited to heaven ; and the general terms of invitation are alike 
to all. O friends, did we all thus seek and attain to the 
things that are excellent, precept, impressive precept, would not 
be withheld. Love woidd inspire it, prudence would direct it, 
both as to season and quantity, and what reason have we not 
for hoping that the Lord himself would render it availing by 
his blessing. 

Our query, as we have said, then descends to particulars : 
of which we shall only now advert to one, and that, because it 
hath renewedly at this time occupied our attention, called forth 
expressions of the sense of several brethren, and fiimished our 
meeting with no inconsiderable subject of consolation. We 
believe there is an increased attention in Friends in various 
parts, not only to promote in their families the frequent reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, but to make it the employment of a 
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portion of time daily. We commend this practice, and we 
believe that if the heads of families are carefnl in cultivating 
the seed of truth in themselves, there will be so little danger 
of the custom becoming formal, that it will not unfrequently 
be the means of quickening the minds of those concerned in 
it : more especially if a subsequent pause be allowed ; in order 
that the sacred truths which have been read may have time to 
make their due impression on the mind ; or that the mind may 
have time to rise in secret aspiration after a blessing. 

We find, at this as at other times, that several persons have 
been added to us by convincement. We desire it m&y also have 
been by conversion, from form to power. Such truly convinced 
and converted, are a strength to us. They know the sacrifice 
which they have made for their present condition, and value it 
accordingly. They have bought the truth, and are so far from 
desiring to sell it, that they are concerned that others should 
possess the same enjoyment. But we are sometimes grieved 
that persons finding their way, and probably through self-denial, 
into our society, do not always retain their ground. The salt 
doth not always retain its savour. (Matt. v. 13.) In tenderness 
therefore of heart we entreat the newly convinced not to esteem 
their admission as a period of rest from conflict. It rather 
requires a deeper exercise. And we beseech friends among 
whom such may dwell, to treat them with great circumspection 
as well as kindness. Beware of hurting them by any ill example* 
They may be offended, and, if they are sincere, they are in the 
number of those whom we are cautioned not to offend. (Matt. 
xviii. 6.) On the other hand they are tender and inexperienced, 
and they may be laden with the concerns of our discipline faster 
than their strength will bear. Thus, friends, on every occasion 
we see that sound judgment and sound practice require depth 
and solidity. Let us then keep in view, and earnestly desire to 
be endued with that discernment which is the means, under 
direction of the holy Head, of edifying the body of Christ. 

The amount of the sufferings which have this year been 
reported to this meeting, &om our several Quarterly and other 
Meetings, and from Ireland, is upwards of ten thousand nine 
hundred pounds : chiefly on account of tithes and those called 
church-rates, and also for sundry demands of a military nature. 

Before we conclude, we are disposed to turn our attention to 
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you^ dear jouth^ who are rismg up to manhood. To 70a we 
would extend a tender, yet an earnest invitation. We are 
interested in your hi^piness, the church will have need of your 
help^ and there is nothing that we desire more for you^ than to 
see you advancing, in ranks of righteousness^ to the Christian 
warfare. And your qualification will lie in humility and meek* 
nessy seeing it is the meek whom the Lord teacheth his way« 
(Psalm XXV. 9.) But, dear young men, in this very meeting we 
have been made to lament, because so many of you evidently 
prefer the gratifications of nature which is corrupt, and which 
tends to corruption, to the cross of Christ which corrects its 
hurtful propensities, and to ''the grace of Gh>d, that bringeth 
salvation/' (Tit. ii. 11.) Many of you have a degree of love to 
our holy cause. Why then wiU you pursue a line of conduot 
which tends to lay it waste ? Do not despise the counsel tif 
experience. Many have tried the path which some of you tread, 
and have found it lead to distress ; and happy are those whose 
course is interrupted, and who do not persist in their progress^ 
before it leads to final distress. 

But though we thus speak, there are also many of our beloved 
youth, who are rising and risen into a state of maturity, of 
whom '' we are persuaded better things, — and things that accom- 
pany salvation/' (Heb. vi. 9.) Dear young firiends of whatever 
rank, sex, or station, it is cordial to behold you, it is cordial to 
salute you in the fellowship of the gospel, and to bid you Ood 
speed. Hold on your way, turn not aside to the right hand or 
the left. You may have tribulation, but be of good cheer : your 
holy Leader hath overcome the world. (John xv. 33.) Thns^ 
when some of those who now address you shall be beheld no 
more in this scene of conflict, but, if they continue faithfiil, will 
partake of the joy of their Lord, and of your Lord, you may 
stand in their places with holy firmness, be a blessing to suc- 
ceeding generations, and " show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.'' 
(1 Pet. iL 9.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

James Bakes, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1808.] YEARLY MEETING. 189 

EPISTLE, 1808. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the I8th to the 27th of the Fifth Month, 1808^ incluBiire. 

To the Qtuxrterly and Monthly MeetirigB of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We are disposed again to pursue the current of Christian good 
will, which has so often induced us to furnish you with a written 
memorial of our concern and love for our brethren, dispersed in 
their various allotments in this kingdom and elsewhere ; and 
thus to fix, for your advantage, some traces of those impressions, 
which, while reviewing the present state of our Society^ have 
been made on our minds. If we are at all instruments in the 
hand of the Lord to *' comfort the feeble minded ^' among you^ 
to '^ support the weak,'' (1 Thess. v. 14,) to encourage the 
upright, or to arouse the careless; we pray that he, by his 
almighty influence, may firmly establish in your hearts eveiy 
good purpose to which our words may excite you; and bless 
every cup of ccmsolation which he may enable us to hand forth^ 
Thus, dear friends, again we salute you in love — ^in gospel love^ 
How animating is the ability to consider ourselves the common 
children of one benevolent and all-powerful Parent, to depend 
upon Him for our own preservation, and to implore Him for that 
of our neighbour ! Surely I shall we not thus draw nigh to the 
accomplishment of those eternal commands, '' Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour 
as thyself ?'' (Luke x. 27.) 

The accounts which we have received at this meeting re- 
specting the present state of our religious Society, in the several 
Quarterly Meetings, continue to affect us with the relation of 
divers instances of remissness in religious duty, which do not 
meet with their due share of admonition : nevertheless, we 
believe that, in other cases, the diligence of upright friends to 
give counsel where it is obviously necessary, has produced effects 
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which should encourage perseverance. The spirit which tends 
to scatter and destroy, unless vigilantly withstood^ is continually 
at work ; and we request you, beloved brethren, to continue 
vigilant, and not to be satisfied with any former exertions, whilst 
the lamented evils remain. We call upon you, by that love and 
compassion which, if you are in your places, you must feel 
for the negligent, not to slacken in your endeavours to stir them 
up to diligence. Be persevering and patient. '* Stablish your 
hearts.^' (James v. 8.) — This exhortation has been drawn from 
us by more than a jealousy, that such as are in the frequent 
neglect of our religious meetings, are suffered too long to remain 
without counsel. Counsel, we know, may be disregarded ; but 
blessed is he, who, under the holy influence of love, having dis- 
pensed it in due season, can feel himself dear of owing any 
thing to his brother on this accoimt. 

Our concern for the preservation of brotherly love remains 
strong and unabated. When assembled in this meeting we have 
special cause to know the invigorating, uniting effects of it. 
Therefore, were there no other inducement, we should still be 
disposed, &om time to time, to renew our earnest and pressing 
exhortation, that it may abound and flourish amongst our dear 
brethren in religious profession. Enmity, even in a small 
degree, pollutes the mind, and renders it unfit to approach with 
acceptance that pure and holy Being, of whom the beloved dis- 
ciple thus emphatically testifies, '' God is love.'* (1 John iv. 8.) 
Do we not peculiarly lament the wide spread of distress, which 
the spirit of contention is, even now, occasioning to suffering 
humanity ? This, though it differs in degree, springs from the 
same root as private ill will. Therefore a people abhorrent of 
war, if they are consistent, will watch against the smallest bud 
of enmity, as it is conceived, on any occasion, in the heart. And 
the man who, in the school of Christ, hath learned the useful 
lesson of self-denial, will often make a sacrifice of his own will 
and opinion, though he may esteem them to be right, rather 
than persist in them, at the expense of Christian fellowship. 

It is much in the power of those who have the care of young 
children, to prepare their minds for the salutary restraints of 
the cross of Christ ; and those who thus co-operate with his 
Holy Spirit, which early ^dsits the tender and flexible mind, 
may expect (and what better can they seek ?) his all-sufficient 
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blessing upon themselves and their offspring. Therefore, ye 
fathers, and ye mothers, let us entreat you to consider the 
earliest subjection of the will as the first step in education. It 
will generally insure to you that desirable ascendency over the 
minds of your children, which will prevent the need of future 
severity ; it will enable you to govern them by love ; and thus 
you will be rendering your own way more easy, at the same 
time that you are serving the Lord. And, friends, we beseech 
you, as their understandings ripen, to take due opportunities of 
opening to them the benefits of the restraints which your duty 
leads you to impose. Among, some of the most irksome to the 
lively dispositions of youth, are often those which relate to 
speech and dress. But as we know that the ground of our 
dissent from the world in these things, is Christian simplicity ; 
so we know by experience, that they are often the means of 
defence against temptation to mingle in the company of such 
as, not being thus subject to holy restraint, are unsuitable 
examples for our youth to observe and to follow. And when, 
by the gentle intimations of truth in their ripening under- 
standings, they are entered on a course of self-denial, they will 
feel you doubly dear to them, for having led them on the way 
they should go, and will bless the Lord on your behalf. 

Thus have we again touched upon some of the most important 
objects of the constant care of this meeting, and indeed of all 
those who desire to see our Society builded up as a city that is 
compact together. ^' Jerusalem,'^ saith the Psalmist, '' is builded 
as a city that is compact together; whither the tribes go 
up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel.^' 
(Psalm cxxii. 3, 4.) 

We may now turn from subjects which concern every state 
in life; and direct the course of our Christian counsel to the 
states, more in particular. And first, you who are not intrusted 
with much of the possessions of this life, you are still the objects 
of our constant care. The Society has long endeavoured to 
consult your interests, and to place within your reach whatever 
is necessary for your welfare, and for that of your offspring. 
And you are equally the care of Him who provides for the 
sparrows ; to his ear your access is as easy as that of any con- 
dition amongst men ; and if, by his holy assistance, and by a 
conformity to his will^ you become truly poor in spirit, yours is 
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the kingdom of heayen. (Matt. v. 8.) But^ dear friends, suffer 
us to remiud you, that there is not a passion that can infest the 
rich, which may not also, in a degree subversive of your peace, 
be fostered in your minds. You may covet, and give way to 
pride and anger, and to all the " foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drQwn mjen in destruction and perdition/^ (1 Tim. vi. 9.) There- 
fore do. you partake of the universal necessity of paying strict 
attention to Christ's sacred injunction, when addressing himself 
to his immediate followers, he closed his address with these 
memorable words, ''What I say unto you, I say unto all, 
Watdh." (Mark xiiL 87.) 

As for you, dear friends, who occupy what are termed the 
middle stations of life, you have every cause to bless the L(»rd 
for the sphere in which he hath permitted you to move. In 
you seems fulfilled the wish of Agur : '^ Give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me; lest I be full, 
and deny thee, and say. Who is the Lord ? or lest I be poor, and 
steal, and take the name of my*God in vain.'' (Prov. xxx. 8, 9.) 
Among your number the Society has often found many of its 
more useful members, of its more able advocates. Be content 
therefore with your stations. Seek not great things for your-< 
selves ; yea, ^' Mind not high things, but condescend to men of 
low estate." (Rom.xii. 16.) But above all things, "Follow on to 
know the Lord ;" (Hosea vi. 8 ;) or, if you have not known him 
and served him, fully and faithfully, seek him " with a perfect 
heart, and with a willing mind," for if you seek him, he will be 
found of you ; (1 Chron. xxviii. 9 ;) and you will remain to be, 
as many of you have been, supports of the building, under the 
protecting providence of the Lord; who is the sole and true 
builder of his spiritual house, the "house of prayer for all 
people." (See Isaiah Ivi. 7.) 

And you who are intrusted with much of the good things 
of this life, you who cannot disclaim the title of affluent — ^we 
believe there are among you many good stewards of the 
temporal things committed to your trust ; yet we desire that 
others may duly consider, whether they are so " rich in faith," 
as to be " heirs of the kingdom," (James ii. 5,) being fruitful 
in those good works which are produced by faith. Though, 
friends, you may not have to labour with your hands, the cause 
of truth has business of importancefor you to do; and it may 
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be promoted oar obstructed by the right or wrong application of 
your property^ Much reaponsibility lies on you; your property 
is an additional article in the account ; and we much desire that 
you may be so awake to a sense of these things^ as to be prepared 
to render up your accounts with joy, and to receire the answer 
of " Well done.'^ The poor and the rich have their appropriate 
Tirtues; and, at the same time that each is required to be 
contait and to be humble, we believe it may be truly said, that 
as contentment ia a peculiar ornament of the poor^ ao is humility 
of the rich. Your station in life subjects you, more than others^ 
to be tried by associating with other wealthy persons, among the 
people at large, with whom the cross of Christ is often in too 
little esteeuL You may be leavened by their conversatiim and 
example; and it may operate stiU more sensibly and rapidly 
i4K)n your children. Therefore we tenderly entreat you, for 
your own sake, for that of your offspring whom you are bound 
to protect, and for the sake of the cause of truth — we entreat 
you, dear friends, we beseech you '^ by the mercies of God, — 
Be not conformed to this worid, but be ye transformed by the 
renewijftg of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God. For,^' continues the 
apostle, " I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that ia among you, not to think more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith.^' (Bom. xii. 1 — 3.) 

But, how shall we address a state lamentably to be found in 
every condition of life ; and from which few places are wholly 
free— that state which despises counsel, and places itself almost 
out of the reach of advice ? Dear, but mistakca firioidsy it is 
difficult to ipeak to your state, but we may jHray to the Father of 
mercies, that hs would in mercy phad with you. And we beseech 
you, take time to be serious. Be solicitous about your eternal 
well-being. The restraint of the Spirit of truth is the armour 
that protects the soul ; and if you will not be invested with it, 
you are open to the repeated and increasing assaults of the 
destroyer; and how will you at length be prepared and found 
worthy ^' to stand before the Son of man ? ^' (Luke xxi. 36.) 

In this meeting we have received epistles from our American 
brethren in most of the States, showing the continuance of their 
zeal in the cause of righteousness, and encouraging us to perse- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 EPISTLES FROM THE [1808. 

verance ; the particulars of any of which it does not seem needful 
now to detail. The amount of the sufferings of Friends this 
year in Great Britain and Ireland^ chiefly for tithes^ those 
called church-rates, and military demands^ is upwards of eleven 
thousand seven hundred and seventy pounds ; and two friends 
have been imprisoned for not having found substitutes in the 
militia. But we are by no means inclined to complain of the 
conduct of magistrates; on the contrary^ we believe in many 
places there is a disposition in the hearts of magistrates^ which 
induces them to protect us from suffering to the utmost limit of 
the law : and we desire that Friends may^ on their part^ by a 
meek and peaceable conduct^ always insure^ and never forfeit^ 
their good opinion. In so conducting ourselves^ we adorn our 
profession, and suffer our light to shine. 

Now, dear friends, of every rank, state, and condition, let us 
endeavour to be one in the Lord : that he may shower down of 
his mercies, gifts, and grace upon all. This will keep each in 
his proper place. The young will be mild, submissive, and 
teachable ; and will become early acquainted with that power 
which is their only safe conductor through life, and their hope 
in death. These are near to our hearts. The very remembrance 
of them awakens our tenderest feeling, and prompts our prayer 
to the Lord for their preservation. The middle-aged will stand 
firm in their day, as watchmen upon the wall, and as valiants, 
having on the armour of light, to withstand the attacks of the 
enemy. And the aged will have to rejoice both in retrospective 
and prospective view. The past will recall to their gladdened 
remembrance the numberless mercies of the Lord ; and the 
future, through the power of an endless life, and the redeeming 
virtue of Christ Jesus our Lord, will open to them the prospect, 
and satisfy them with the assurance, of being his for efoer. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1809. 
Fbom the Yearly Meeting held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the Ist of the Sixth Month, 
1809, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreai 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In turning our attention to you, in your various allotments, 
we are encouraged to offer you this testimonial of our love ; a 
love which is felt to be the blessed consequence of our endeavour 
to serve the Lord, from whom it springs. We desire that you 
also may be furnished and replenished with this greatest of 
spiritual gifts. It will contribute to sweeten life ; and, through 
the efficacy of redeeming mercy, it will disarm death of its 
terror. In pursuit, however, of this "pearl of great price,*' 
oppositions will arise, during your state of probation : yet do 
not be dismayed, but be patient. "Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit,** even "of the earth, and hath 
long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 
Be ye also patient.** (James v. 7, 8.) Remember that the fruit 
which you seek, is not only peace, in such proportion as the 
Lord shall see meet to bestow it, in time ; but peace, in eternal 
fulness, with him for ever. 

The subjects of our care in this meeting have been conducted 
with much of that brotherly love and condescension which our 
Christian principles enjoin ; and we have been permitted from 
time to time to experience that refreshment of mind, which 
induces us to believe that our meeting is still owned by our 
Holy Head and High Priest, Christ Jesus. 

Our present engagements have been similar to those which 
have had our attention in preceding meetings. At our last, we 
believed it right, by a special minute, to urge our Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings to stir up those to whom is intrusted the 
care of children and young people, to a conscientious discharge 
of that sacred duty. We are now disposed to express our warm 
desire that the youth may co-operate with our concern, by being 
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willing early and seriously to watch over their own conduct, by 
the help of that " true light " (John i. 9,) which is not withheld 
from the humble mind. Dear young friends, be not only willing 
to submit to the gentle admonition and restraint of those who 
desire for you, above every other attainment, a growth in the 
holy fear and love of God; but be watchful even over your own 
thoughts : for thought is the spring of action. Out of the heart, 
as was observed by our blessed Lord, proceed those evil practices 
which defile the man. And if you should, as yet, be startled at 
the supposition of defilement, let us say, in consonant language, 
that in the heart are conceived those evil propensities, which, if 
unrestrained, will mar the work of sanctification. Above all, do 
not forget or neglect to let your souls arise in frequent suppli- 
cation to the Preserver of men : who hears the prayer of the 
humble, and is well pleased with the dedication of youth — the 
sacrifice of the beginning of your strength. 

A part of the object of the advice which we have mentioned 
as having been the late concern of this meeting to give to 
parents, was to train up their families in plainness — a compre- 
hensive word. At this time, on reviewing the subject, a fear 
has prevailed among us, that not a few elder Friends, and even 
some who take part in our discipline, have not been sufficiently 
exemplary; particularly in the furniture of their houses. It 
seems, therefore, right to caution all against giving way, in this 
respect, to the varying, and often costly fashions of the age. 
Though it is i^ weakness which does not seem to savour so much 
of personal pride, as does vain attire ; yet it bespeaks a mind 
engaged with trifles, and a fondness for show which is incon- 
sistent with the Christian character ; and it disqualifies for duly 
advising such as may rush into further degrees of extravagance. 

The amount of the sufferings of Friends, of which an account 
has been this year brought to the meeting from Great Britain 
and Ireland, is upwards of thirteen thousand pounds. They 
are principally for tithes, priests' demands and those called 
church-rates, and a considerable part for military demands. A 
few young men have suffered a temporary imprisonment under 
the militia laws. We retain an unabated concern that Friends 
may be strengthened to support, on principle, our testimony 
against a ministry not depending on the fresh opening of the 
Spirit of Christ in the heart, and supported by pecuniary 
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means. We believe also^ that this testimony to the purity of 
genuine and free gospel ministry, strongly evinces that the for- 
mation of our society was not an e£Pbrt of human wisdom : 
neither is there any thing more calculated to sap our foun- 
dation, and render us a degenerate church, than a general 
departure from this principle. 

We are inclined also, dear friends, to draw your attention to 
the root of our testimony against war. It is no other than 
Christian love, and that righteousness which produces peace, 
quietness, and perpetual assurance, as its natural fruit. This 
draws the mind away from those passions and desires, in which 
are laid the foundations of contest. Let us then frequently 
examine our hearts, yea, let us prove our ownselves, and see 
how far the seed of contention withers, and a resignation to 
suffer is cherished there. And since, as we have mentioned, 
some of our young men have suffered, and more may probably 
suffer, imprisonment, we are deeply desirous that they may 
walk consistently with their testimony in every respect : showing 
by their conduct that they truly follow a Master who was holy, 
harmless, und.efiled, and separate from sinners. 

At this meeting, as at former ones, we have received epistles 
from our brethren in the several Yearly Meetings in North 
America, and one frt»m that of Ireland. On the continent, 
these meetings appear generally attentive to the important 
concerns of religious society ; a care to sympathize with the 
oppressed objects of slavery remains, and we believe will remain 
as long as the evil exists; and the more recent engagement of 
some of these Yearly Meetings, to diffuse the benefits of civili- 
sation among the native Indian tribes of America, subsists 
in unabated vigour. The account from Ireland is encouraging, 
9nd induces an animating hope, not only that the Yearly Meet- 
ing there is favoured with zeal and discernment, but that many 
individuals are under a preparation of heart to become advo- 
cates of our Christian testimonies and principles. 

In the silent lapse of time, several of those who have long 
been endeavouring to support the cause of truth, and divers 
who have been wont to meet with us for that purpose in this 
annual assembly, have attained the limit of their allotted pro- 
bation, and we humbly trust are safely arrived beyond the 
reach of sorrow. Of such events we have again, at this 
meeting, received some impressive accounts. We perceive the 
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apparent chasm which their removal occasions ; but we may be 
animated in observing their peaceful close — ^how, as they ap- 
proached the confines of that ^^ city which hath foundations/' 
(Heb. xi. 10,) their hearts were fiUed with hope, and their 
tongues employed in praise: — as it were, the beginning of a 
song, of which the melody is unlimited and the duration eternal. 
''The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salva- 
tion/' (Psalm cxviii. 14.) 

We are also comforted in observing from year to year, and 
not often more than the present year, a succession arisen 
and arising, of such as appear to be endeavouring to serve the 
Lord in uprightness of heart : some in one way, and some in 
another. In the Lord's service, there is employment for every 
talent with which he has endowed his creature man; each 
should be employed in the proper and allotted department ; and 
all to his praise. " There are diversities of gifts,'' saith the 
apostle, " but the same spirit." (1 Cor. lii. 4) 

Having therefore no reason to think that the great Head of 
the Church hath forsaken us, but that he is still willing, as our 
hearts stand open to him, to qualify for judges and for counsellors, 
let us endeavour, by his gracious assistance, and with unceas- 
ing prayer to him for that holy help, to hold on our way. And 
you, tender youth, yet in that most critical time of life, in 
which men often receive the bias which forms them into 
servants of their God, or warps them away from his fear, and 
sometimes almost irretrievably, let us again, in conclusion, press 
you to ponder the path of your feet. The earlier you are 
devoted to his service, the better servants you will be. And he 
is served in little things, and not in those only which appear 
great, and highly beneficial to others. But what attainment is 
greater than to be able in a pure heart to say, " Thy will be 
done?" and this, by the Spirit of Him who taught his imme- 
diate followers after this manner to pray, may be attained even 
in childhood. It will be a most precious morning sacrifice to 
the Lord, who hath given you life : who stands ready, as you 
faithfully serve him, to store it with blessings ; and who can 
finally crown it with a peaceful immortality. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1810. 

Fkom the Tbaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the Ist of the Sixth Month, 
1810, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Qreai 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In turning our minds towards saluting you with an epistle, 
and particularly as the subject came more closely under atten- 
tion, an encouragement was felt, which induces us to believe 
that in so doing we shall be in the way of our duty : and when 
that precious love which binds together the various members of 
the spiritual body is in dominion, this duty is freely fulfilled. 
And as the collected Church of Christ, gathered into his name, 
and baptized into his Spirit, must abide under this powerful 
influence to guide its proceedings; so also the members, in 
their separate allotments, can find no surer means of being pre- 
served, each in the way of his own duty, or of contributing, 
each his share, to the common welfare, than by experiencing 
" the love of God *' renewedly " shed abroad '^ in their hearts. 
(Rom. V. 5.) But we know that the love of earthly things too 
often prevails, the harmony of even religious society is inter- 
rupted, yea even many become spiritually '^ robbed and spoiled.'^ 
(Isa. xlii. 22.) Dear friends, all of you who may hear or read 
this our tender salutation, let us address you in the language 
of the evangelical prophet, ''Arise, shine :'' (chap. Ix. 1,) you 
to whose hearts the Lord, in his never-failing mercy, may direct 
the words of his servants, which of you can say that your 
''light is'' not "come?'' (ibid.) Let it then be displayed in 
conduct. Keep in view the two great commandments of per- 
petual obligation : the love of Ood, and the love of our neigh- 
bour. The latter is the ground of our Christian discipline ; and 
the former is the life of our spiritual worship. And we are 
persuaded that if, through the redeeming power of the Lord, 
and by continuing in his fear and under his guidance, we be- 
come settled in these holy dispositions ; — if, to use other words. 
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with gratitude, watchfulness, and lowliness of mind, we improve 
these holy gifts of grace, they will never be taken from us ; but 
will remain and expand, when the veil of flesh shall be removed, 
and a nearer access be opened to the Fountain of Love, in a 
blissful immortality. 

At these annual assemblies, when we are receiving accounts 
of the state of the meetings which this Yearly Meeting superin- 
tends, we have too often occasion of grief, in hearing of defects 
which do not comport with a people professing to be spiritually 
minded. Such are from various quarters reported to us this 
year. Yet we are not disposed to enumerate them now ; though 
we can readily trace their origin. But let us remind every one 
amongst us, that it is better to be willing to trace, each the 
origin of his own defect, than to compose his mind by considering' 
it a small one. The more we can abide under a seiise of our 
own wants, the readier and the more earnestly shall we apply 
for help to Him upon whom help is laid. And probably the 
natural unwillingness there is in the creature to feel in itself a 
testimony to its own unworthiness, is one great reason why no 
more are raised up as testimony bearers to the Lord's all-suffi- 
ciency and goodness. It can scarcely be denied, that faithftd 
labourers in his vineyard are still wanting. We noticed, in our 
last year's epistle, the removal of many who, according to our 
power of spiritual perception, might bear that appellation. The 
information of the present year has added to the list of the dead, 
who, we doubt not, have died in the Lord ; and is a repeated call 
to the living, to look well to their foundations. This call also has 
additional force, when we consider that other faithful servants 
are verging to the same solemn period : a period which, though 
to them it may be unspeakably blessed, will deprive the church 
of their labours, and of the secret travail, sympathy, and prayer 
of their spirits. 

It is certainly not easy to compress the wants of the church 
in one comprehensive term j but it seems as if one of the watch- 
words, peculiarly worthy of attention in the present day were, 
DEDICATION. Remember, dear visited friends, that when Christ 
invites you to submit to his yoke, he declares it to be easy; 
while the yoke of disobedience is known to be heavy. Thus, 
while we are inviting you to faithfulness, by the losses which we 
are ready to deplore, in the departure of servants and of hand- 
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maids ; and by the joy that opened on their view as they were 
entering on that nearer union with their Lord ; with Him " of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named /^ (Eph. 
iii. 15,) we may truly say, brethren, sisters, ye are all " called 
unto liberty/' (Gal. v. 18,) even " the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.'' (Bom. viii. 21.) And it is with thankfulness 
that we perceive, as also we hinted last year, that very many of 
our beloved young friends of both sexes, seem sensible that the 
Lord's preparing hand is upon them. How then do we desire 
that these may persevere in the path of dedication ; yea, that 
in their love and service, they may go on '' from strength to 
strength ;*' (Psalm Ixxxiv. 7,) until, having fulfilled their due 
measure of sufi^ering, every one of them may appear with final 
acceptance, " before God '' in Zion. (Ibid.) 

The amount of the sufi^erings reported this year on account of 
tithes, priests' demands and those called church-rates, and for 
military demands, is upwards of twelve thousand six hundred 
and seventy-eight pounds. In our last year's epistle we adverted 
to the imprisonment of a few young men, under the militia laws ; 
and expressed our apprehension that more cases of that kind 
would follow. Our belief of the attachment of many of our 
youth to their peaceable testimony, induced this apprehension, 
and it has been verified by the confinement of several more on 
account of the local militia, and of one for the common militia. 
Though these temporary sacrifices of liberty demonstrate a dis- 
position which endears them to our hearts ; nevertheless we can- 
not forget that they are yet but in the beginning of their course 
of devotedness ; and, as is the case in various ways with many 
others of our precious youth, are now only girding ''on the 
harness." If, dear youth, you are allowed to receive a peaceful 
reward for your early submission to duty, gratitude prompts you 
stiU to keep your eye to your holy Guide, for further manifesta- 
tions of his will, and for further proofs of his protecting care. 
And know assuredly, that if your days are prolonged to a period 
at present remote, and you are preserve(^in the fear of the Lord, 
these, and all your morning acts of humble attachment to his 
cause, will be sweet in your remembrance. 

We have received at this time epistles from all the North 
American Yearly Meetings; in which, besides the general 
vigilance over the welfare of the Society, we find a continuance 
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of attention to the same objects of more general concern^ which 
we mentioned last year : namely, the state of the black people 
still held as slaves, and the measures employed for civilizing the 
Indian natives. The epistle from Ireland has been particularly 
grateful to us, and we have not failed to testify our unity with 
Friends in that nation by a few affectionate words of reply. 
Living as we do under the same government, and above all pro- 
fessing the same holy and uniting principle, we are inclined at 
this time to commend our friends of the sister nation, to the 
continued cordial remembrance of their brethren on this side 
the channel. 

Now^ dear friends, we would mention one subject which at 
this time has been under our notice; a caution to all, to use 
moderation in their manner of living ; and in this way to seek 
relief from the increasing expense of the times in which we live, 
rather than by engaging in more extensive, and often hazardous 
schemes in trade. By these latter means the mind becomes 
encumbered^ and unfitted for religious service, yea, often for 
religious thought, and for breathing daily after the spiritual 
riches, which are to be enjoyed in close communion with Ood. 
And let us beseech you to consider, how distant from the state 
which endeavours to stand resigned to give up all, if required, is 
that state which indulges itself in ease to the full extent of its 
power, or is endeavouring by multiplied adventures in trade, to 
acquire that power, which it covets for the purpose of worldly 
enjoyment. We believe however, and we are glad in believing, 
that there are numbers who act upon sounder principles than 
these ; who knowing, as saith the apostle, that " the fashion of 
this world passeth away,'* are really desirous of using '^this 
world as not abusing it.'' (1 Cor. vii. 31.) These, we would 
encourage to hold on in the way cast up before them, trusting 
in the Lord, who hath declared that all things necessary will be 
given to those who seek first his kingdom. Thus trusting, and 
endeavouring to apply to him in seeret supplication, in the diffi- 
culties that must in a state of probation be the lot of all, we may 
humbly hope that, in our several proportions, we shall ''grow in 
the truth" individually; and that, coming up in our allotments 
in the church militant, our various meetings will also, whether 
more or less as to number, experience among them a '^ growth in 
the truth." 
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But^ dear friends^ there is one attainment which^ at tHis time> 
we are earnest to remind you of; an attainment without which 
no other gift can be permanent and certain. We want to press 
on you the never-ceasing duty of humility and lowliness of mind. 
Even our blessed Lord declared himself to be " meek and lowly 
in heart *" and can any one^ expecting salvation by him^ be 
exempt from the need of possessing the same holy temper? 
However great the talents with which he may have endowed us 
by nature, or however he may replenish our souls with the more 
excellent gifts of his Holy Spirit, still we have nothing which 
we have not received ; and we can have no sound reason for 
setting at nought the least of our brethren — for whom, let us 
remember, equally as for us, Christ died. Let us then, dear 
friends, be willing to examine ourselves, and know whether we 
are indeed humble followers of a lowly-minded, though omnipo- 
tent Saviour. If we feel a deficiency of humility, let us pray for 
an increase, and for assistance to check the springings up of its 
dreadful opposite, pride ; and if we are not without some ground 
of hope that we are endowed, in good degree, with an humble 
heart, we shall certainly be encouraged still to supplicate for its 
continuance. Finally, dear friends, whether with the beloved 
disciple, we address you as fathers, or as young men ; whether, 
without regard of sex or station, our love in Christ now salutes 
the aged or the rising generation ; remember, that it is " the 
meek *' whom the Lord will " teach his way :*' (Psalm xxv. 9 :) 
and thus taught, and receiving with unreserving heart, the holy 
doctrine, " grace and peace '* will be multiplied, " from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.^' (Rom. i. 7.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1811. 

Fbom the Yearly Meeting held in London, by ADJotJRNicENts, 

From the 22nd to the 31st of the fifth Month, 1811, indiuiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Benewedly deliberating on the subject of addressing you, 
with some account of the exercises, and engagements of mind, 
which have occupied us at this season, we have again felt 
encouragement to believe that we may thus contribute, through 
the blessing which is permitted to crown the humble endeayour 
of the disciple, to build you up '^ on your most holy faith " 
(Jude 20,) in Christ Jesus our Lord. Beceive then our cordial 
salutation in Him, the "living stone,'* the " chief comer-stone, 
elect, precious ; '* and come to him, that ye may be " built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood/' (1 Peter ii. 4 — 6.) 
These are indeed sacred expressions, not lightly to be adopted ! 
and the state to which they point is a high attainment, not to 
be reached by human contrivance and skill : but, remember, 
it is the glory of the gospel dispensation, that by it ''every 
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain ; '' (Isaiah xl. 4 ;) yea, even the blind shall 
be led " by a way that they knew not,'' and darkness shall be 
made ''light before them." "These things," saith the Lord, 
" will I do unto them, and not forsake them." (Isaiah xlii. 16.) 

One principal engagement of mind, which has been mani- 
fested in this meeting, has been for our youth: and as the 
influences of heavenly love are successively visiting them, as 
they rise from childhood ; so the care of the living members 
of the church is successively attracted, to attempt their pre- 
servation from the dangers incident to their state, and to encou- 
rage them to persevere in their attachment to their holy and 
heart-tendering visitant. Thus, dear young people, though we 
may seem to repeat former advice, our theme, like the succes- 
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aive touches of good whicli from time to time are melting joxxr 
hearts^ is never obsolete. It is a signal favour^ that, in various 
places, there are continually fresh proofs of the prevalence of 
the love of Christ, operating on the mind, and producing its 
genuine and blessed effect of conformity to his likeness. Humi- 
lity, it is true, and self-denial mast form a part of this likeness; 
but so doth, also, the real and fruitfrd love of God, and of our 
neighbour : and ^' if we have been planted together in the like- 
ness of his death, we shall be also, in the likeness of his resur- 
rection.^' (Rom. vi 5.) Bend, therefore, we beseech you, 
early — bend in good earnest and cheerfully, under the forming 
hand of the Lord. '' The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom,^' (Psalm cxi. 10,) yea, the foundation of true know- 
ledge. There is danger in seeking knowledge independently 
of this, for so, as saith the apostle, " knowledge puffeth 
up.'' (1 Cor. viii. 1.) But this true knowledge is life eternal* 
"This/* said our blessed Lord, "is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true Ood, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.^' (John xvii. 3.) O, the favour, the honour, 
and the eternally blessed effect, of being taught of the Lord I 

Nor have our good desires at this time been confined to the 
youth only. We are disposed to write also to you, who have 
passed the meridian of life. You have travelled a long course 
through the dangers and vicissitudes of time ; and it will be 
well for you to reflect, and to know, how far you have kept 
yourselves "unspotted from the world.** (James .1. 27.) Some 
of you, also, have been engaged in a long course of profession ; 
and to some of you we trust it may be said, " Ye have known 
Him that is frt>m the beginning.'* (1 John ii. 18.) We be- 
seech you to pause and to ponder the path of your feet. (Prov« 
iv. 26.) Is your salvation nearer than when you believed ? 
(Rom. xiii. 11.) Is your present state answerable to the love 
with which you were visited, and attracted in the morning of 
your day f and is your love now, equal to the love of your 
espousals ? ( Jer. ii. 2.) Fruits of increasing love to Ood are 
manifested in a variety of ways ; and probably not in any one 
more clearly, or more acceptably to • him, than by tokens of 
regard for the plants of his hand, the visited youth of his 
church. It is remarkable, that when our Lord thrice put the 
question to his zealous disciple Peter, " Simon, son of Jonas, 
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lovest thou me?'^ the only consequent injunction was^ ''Feed 
my lambs — feed my sheep." (John xxi. 15 — 17.) There are 
various ways, too, in which this may be effected : by precept, 
by sympathy, by assistance in their spiritual diflSculties ; but 
above all, by steady, uniform, circumspect example. And this, 
dear friends, as you know, cannot be afforded to them, unless 
you experience fresh supplies of spiritual strength to persevere 
yourselves in dedication, faithfulness, and the fear of the Lord. 
How fruitful of advantage, then, is an observance of the com- 
prehensive command of Christ, " I say unto all, Watch ! " 
(Mark xiii. 37.) Thus, young and old may be helps to each 
other : for, as " he that watereth, shall be watered also him- 
self," (Prov. xi. 25,) the disciple who, by the benefit of holy 
example, and sound precept, contributes to forward others in 
the path of righteousness and peace, will receive an increase 
of ability himself to hold on his way ; and the faithful mem- 
bers of the gathered church will become each others* joy in 
the Lord. 

We have received at this Yearly Meeting, an acceptable 
epistle from Ireland, and from each of the North American 
Yearly Meetings. The latter continue steadily occupied in 
endeavouring not only to build up our own society in Christian 
practice, but to diffuse the benefits of their Christian charity 
beyond our limits. Two of them, namely, those of Maryland 
and Carolina, have lately again become advocates with their 
respective legislatures, for their oppressed brethren of the 
African race; and, though yet in vain, not with discourage- 
ment to further intercession : and three of them, those of 
New-York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, are still attentive 
to the benevolent object of attempting to civilize their Indian 
neighbours. 

The sufferings reported this year amount in all to about 
twelve thousand seven hundred pounds. Ecclesiastical demands 
form the bulk, and military ones a considerable part; and a 
few Friends have been imprisoned for refusing to serve in the 
militia. 

Now friends, as in our religious refusal to pay tithes, and 
to take our part with others in military service, our object is 
to bear testimony to the freedom of gospel ministry, and to the 
supremacy of Christ, as a teacher in the heart ; and also to his 
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reign of peace in the " kingdoms of this world ; " (Rev. xi. 15,) 
we desire that in all your conduct among men, you may walk 
worthy of the high profession which you make : in which truly 
Christian endeavour you will continually feel the need of his 
inward support. 

Many are the duties incumbent on the followers of Christ, 
and all require the support of his presence for their due per- 
formance. " Without me/' (they are his own words,) '^ ye can 
do nothing.^' (John xv. 5.) We feel inclined at this time, ere 
we close the present salutation of our love, to remind you of 
that indispensable duty, the acknowledgment of our dependence 
on his power, by duly assembling at the seasons appointed for 
waiting on and worshipping God. Deficiencies, indeed, in this 
respect do not in the general appear to increase ; and we are 
aware that we often renew our tender exhortation on this sub- 
ject. Once more, dear friends, let the exhortation go forth. 
Consider the motives of deficiency, such of you as may be con- 
scious of it. If, as the apostle has declared, the presenting 
of your bodies be a '' reasonable service," (Bom. xii. 1,) we 
beseech you to examine into the cause that it is too often 
intermitted. Is it not, that, in a greater or less degree, you 
may still be " conformed to this world ? " (Rom. xii. 2.) But 
recollect; this conformity will still prevent the Christian pro- 
fessor from being transformed by the renewing of the mind ; 
and from proving (as who, at the solemn approaching close, will 
not rejoice to have proved?) "what is the good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God." 

" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ : to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen." (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



158 EPISTLES FttOM THE [1812. 



EPISTLE, 1812. 
Fbom thb Ybably Meeting, held in London, by Adjoubtoisnts, 

From the 20ih of the FifUi Month, to the 30th of the same, iiielu»iT«^ 

1812. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings qf FHende in Oreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Ebiends, 

Being permitted to meet at the present time, to investigate 
the state of our religious Society, and participating together in 
that love which, we believe, takes its origin in the boundless 
mercy of God through Christ our Holy Redeemer, through Him 
who died for us, and who ever liveth to make intercession for us ; 
we have found this love to extend to you our brethren. We 
have considered your situation, whether in your larger or smaller 
meetings; and as we have again been impressed with the 
belief, that in renewing the written salutation of our love, we 
shall be found in the way of our duty ; we have desired to be 
directed to impart to you such information and counsel as may 
tend to your increase in the fear of the Lord, and in the con- 
solations of his presence. 

Seeing therefore the infinite value of love, that indispensable 
qualification of a true disciple, we are desirous of pressing it on 
every individual, to examine impartially how far he feels it to 
flourish in his own mind, and to influence all his actions, thus 
inducing others to follow him, as he is endeavouring to follow 
Christ. And we believe that nothing will be so favourable to 
the preservation of this holy disposition as humility of heart, a 
temper in which we constantly see ourselves unworthy of the 
least of the Lord's mercies, and dependent only on his compassion 
for our flnal acceptance. Seeing also that no awakened mind 
can be without a view to a better and an enduring state, and 
that no one knows how soon he may be called to put oflF muta- 
bility ; let us bear in perpetual recollection that, in the state to 
which we aspire, there is nothing but eternal love, joy, and 
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adoration^ in the presence of Him through whose love we were 
first awakened. 

In contemplating this copious subject^ though we are not 
apprehensive of more symptoms of deficiency than in former 
years^ we feel disposed afresh to encourage Friends to be prompt 
in undertaking, and prudent in executing^ the blessed office of 
peace-maker. And we believe the patient endeavours of faithful 
Friends will be generally crowned with success, in proportion as 
their own minds are seeking to Jesus for assistance in performing 
an office on which he has pronounced his blessing; and in 
endeavouring to lead the minds of any contending persons to 
a sense of the absolute necessity for all true disciples to live in 
peace one with another^ and to forgive one another, even as God 
for Christ^s sake has forgiven them. (Ephes. iv. 32.) 

Before we quit the subject of Christian love, let us remind 
you that no limit of name can bound its influence. In this 
season of almost unprecedented pressure on some of the poorer 
classes of our countrymen^ we deem it particularly desirable that 
our dear friends everywhere should not be backward in examining 
into their distresses, but liberal in contributing a due proportion 
of relief. Many are allowed to have temporal possessions suffi- 
cient to do this with comparative ease. Let these therefore 
remember that they are but stewards, and let them seek to be 
good and faithful stewards. And it is probable that others^ not 
equally abounding in the good things of this life, may find that 
in using moderation in their own expenditure, they may have 
wherewith to supply the wants of others, and to make the heart 
of the poor man sing for joy. O, the blessing of clothing the 
naked and feeding the hungry I who would not desire to be 
entitled to a share in it? 

Moderation in personal and domestic expense, every way 
becomes the followers of a lowly-hearted Saviour. We are 
therefore engaged to press it upon our young friends just setting 
out in life, to beware of needless expense in the furniture of 
their houses^ and in their general domestic habits. Even those 
who think their property may entitle them to abundance or to 
elegance, by indulging in costly habits are setting but an ill 
example to those of more contracted means ; and as we are but 
too apt to copy that which coincides with our natural disposition^ 
our want of circumspection may prove an incitement to extrava- 
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gance in others^ and prompt them to use exertions for supporting 
an appearance^ which may divert them from the true business of 
life — the daily study to be approved in the sight of God. 

And, dear youth in general, especially you whose period of 
life may not be so advanced as that of those whom we have just 
addressed, even you who have left, or are about to leave, the 
protection of a parent, and to enter into the busy scenes of life ; 
some of you, probably, in populous towns, far different from the 
retirement of your \patemal abodes ; we beseech you to guard 
against the new temptations which may now assail you. Oppose 
the first incitement to any liberty inconsistent with your prin- 
ciples, and be willing to seek the society of experienced friends 
in the places where you may be situated, and to receive their 
admonition with meekness and attention. Never forget that 
the season of early youth is a season of peculiar danger, and if 
you grow up under this sense, you will from time to time be led 
to cry for preservation to Him who has said, (and his words are 
Amen for ever,) '^ Him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.'' (John vi. 37.) 

The usual accounts of sufferings brought in this year, chiefly 
for tithes and those called church-rates, and for military demands, 
amount to thirteen thousand six hundred and forty-five pounds. 
Five young men have been imprisoned for refusing to serve in 
the local militia. Besides these and other accounts which we 
have received from our several Quarterly Meetings, we have an 
epistle from Ireland, and one from each of the Yearly Meetings 
on ' the American continent. The Yearly Meetings of our 
American brethren seem vigilant in their attention to the sup- 
port of our testimonies, and to purposes of general benevolence. 
The due education of our youth still forms a part of the concern 
of the Yearly Meeting of Pennsylvania, which has also, together 
with those of Maryland and New- York, continued to care for the 
native inhabitants of the wilderness; and those of Carolina, 
Virginia, and Maryland, testify in their epistles their unremitting 
concern for the state of the enslaved Africans in their land. 
Although in our country, as well as in theirs, the infamous 
traffic with Africa in slaves has been abolished by law, we desire 
Friends not to forget that slavery still exists within the British 
empire, and to suffer their sympathy still to flow towards its 
oppressed victims. 
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Thus, dear Mends, we trust we may say that, both abroad 
and at home, the Lord is influencing his servants to remain on 
the watch. Though the subjects of our concern may be some- 
what various, it is still pleasant to reflect that all are are aiming 
at the same object, and all looking to the same Lord for his 
gracious assistance. Having the same faith, and being baptized 
with the same baptism, (even those plunges into exercise and 
conflict which wash us from confidence in our own exertions) 
how can it be otherwise than that we should rely, as we have 
just hinted, on the same Lord? May this unity of travail 
encourage us all to abide steadfast in our allegiance to Him, that 
in due season we may reap the unfading reward of his holy 
peace. 

Having touched on some of the subjects, which have warmed 
our hearts in desire that we may be built up a spiritual house, 
we entreat you to consider that it is by means of individual 
exertions, under the direction of the omnipotent Master-builder, 
that the work is to be efiected to his praise. Be vigilant there- 
fore, we beseech you; be constant, when cases require it, in 
faithful and tender admonition. Neglect in this point gives 
countenance to defects and increases them, whilst the faithful 
admonisher may hope to partake of the reward of those who 
*' turn many to righteousness ;" who, saith the prophet, shine 
" as the stars for ever and ever.'^ (Dan. xii. 3.) 

Now, dear friends, in conclusion, let us observe, that love. 
Christian love, is the parent of every virtue : it restrains our 
immoderate gratification of personal indulgence ; it expands our 
hearts to every class of society, and to every modification of the 
human species ; it makes us prompt to lend a hand of help to 
such as may stray from the path of safety ; it leads to universal 
benevolence : and as it is the origin of every good work, so 
through the gcace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, it will 
be the reward of a life passed in his service, in its native region, 
the realm of unmixed love, with him for ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1813. 

Peom the Tearlt Meeting, held in London, bt ADJotmNMENTs, 

From tbe 19th of the Fifth Month, to th« S9th of the wme, 

induslTe^ 1813. • 

7b Ihe Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends m Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Friends, 

We have had cause, at this time, to acknowledge the conde- 
scension of our Heavenly Father, who is still pleased to own 
with his presence these our annual assemblies. Under this 
influence, our hearts have been united, and we have been ani* 
mated to crave the assistance of his Holy Spirit, that we may 
be enabled to serve him with faithfulness, and to uphold, with 
Christian simplicity, our various religious testimoniet. And we 
believe that the constraining love of the gospel caUs upon us to 
salute our dear brethren, with the inntation, *^ 1 taste and see 
that the Lord is good.^' (Psalm xxxiv. 8.) 

In the course of the usual proceedings of this meeting, we 
have received from the several Quarterly and other Meetings of 
which it is constituted an account of the state of our religious 
society. Whilst we lament that many amongst us are still too 
much engrossed with the feding enjoyments of this life, and are 
refusing to follow our holy pattern in the path of self-denial, we 
wish they may not be deprived of that encouragement to turn 
into the right way, which often resnlts from the faithful admo- 
nitions of those who have known the benefits of greater drcam^ 
spection. Though, from a sense of their own weakness, some 
of the rightly concerned among us may be ready to shrink lh>m 
the performance of this duty, we would remind them, that by 
thus evincing their love to their friends, they will receive 
additional strength themselves ; and that such acts of dedication 
will contribute to their own advancement in the Christian course. 

We desire, dear friends, that such of you as often meet in 
small companies for the solemn purpose of worship, may not 
relax in your diligence. Your situation will at times appear 
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discouraging ; but although you may be seldom assisted by the 
company and trayail of your brethren, never forget that you are 
under the continued notice of the Lord ; and that his tender 
regard extends to all those who wait upon him in reverence and 
humility. Many who have been alike circumstanced^ ccm ac- 
knowledge that they have known their strength renewed^ and 
their confidence in divine support increased, by a due atten- 
dance of their meetings for religious worship. Your situation^ 
though trying to yourselves, is important. If with faithfulness 
and integrity you perform your Christian duties, your example 
will prevail with others who have been too negligent of the con- 
cerns of a future life; and' by your consistent conduct the truth 
which we profess will be exalted — ^the name of the Lord glorified. 
Our minds have been affected, at this time, by the recent 
decease of many with whom we have been often associated in 
religions labour, and whose memory is precious. We feel the 
loss of these ; yet we can with thankfulness acknowledge, we have 
been comforted in reflecting, that the Almighty power which was 
iheir support, and which has preserved us since we were first 
gathered to be a people, is unchangeably the same. We sym- 
pathize also with those who are in the decline of life, in whose 
hearts such afflictive deprivations may, in their solicitude for the 
welfare of the church, excite many discouraging feelings. To 
you, our elder brethren and sisters, we offer the salutation of 
our cordial lova We desire that you may partake of our 
comfort, in observing the conduct of many who are now in 
the vigour of health and strength, and who, in various ways, are 
giving proofs of their attachment to that cause, the prosperity of 
which has been your greatest joy. We doubt not that your 
endeavours to stand approved in the sight of God, have met his 
gracious acceptance; and that your example and labours in the 
Lord'^s service have animated many of these your younger 
brethren to follow you, as you have been endeavouring to follow 
Christ. Let us likewise entreat you, dear friends, who are of 
less religious experience, but who have entered upon the active 
scenes of life, not to retard your Christian progress by any un- 
willingness to make an entire surrender of your hearts to the 
disposal of infinite wisdom. The Lord is a rich rewarder of all 
his fidthful followers ; and happy will it be for you, should you 

M 2 
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be permitted to see many days^ to reflect^ at the dose of life^ 
that you have been devoted to the promotion of his cause. 

The amount of sufferings brought in this year^ is upwards of 
fifteen thousand four hundred and seventy pounds; a small 
proportion of this sum has been taken for military purposes : 
but the greater part was incurred in the support of our ancient 
Christian testimony against tithes and other demands of an 
ecclesiastical nature. 

We have received an epistle from our friends in Ireland, and 
one from each of the Yearly Meetings on the continent of 
America, except that of Carolina. In consequence of large 
emigrations from other parts of the United States, five Quarterly 
Meetings of Friends resident on the Western side of the Alle- 
ghany mountains, have been detached from the Yearly Meeting 
of Maryland, and formed into a separate one. Under the 
influence of that love by which we are united as brethren, we 
have addressed an epistle to those who are intending to meet on 
that important occasion, in the Eighth Month next, in the State 
of Ohio. From the epistles and other communications firom 
America, we find that our friends, besides being attentive to the 
concerns of our own Society, are still pursuing their engagements 
for the welfare of the African and the Indian race. But the 
war, in which that country and this are now sorrowfully involved, 
has presented great obstacles to their efforts towards civilizing 
the Indians ; and is likely, for a time, to suspend in some parts 
their successfid exertions in that important and interesting 
cause. 

When we consider the continuance and the extension of war, 
we cannot but deeply feel, on account of the desolations and 
numerous evils which are its inseparable attendants : and we 
earnestly entreat all our members, so to abide within the limi- 
tations of truth, as in no degree to violate our Christian testimony 
in this respect for the sake of gain. Let us keep oat of even 
the spirit of contest, and strive for the attainment of a depend- 
ence upon Him, whose kingdom is not of this world. 

Amongst the numerous benevolent undertakings which now 
interest the minds of our countrjnnen, we contemplate with 
much satisfaction, the general circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 
Our sense of that inestimable treasure has been frequently 
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acknowledged ; and we feel ourselves engaged to call the atten- 
tion of such of our members as may be employed in this salutary 
work^ to the supreme importance of giving heed to that Divine 
Word, to which the Scriptures bear testimony. This Word is 
Christ; the "Bread of Life/' (John vi. 48,) and "the Light of 
men /' that " Light which Hghteth every man that cometh into 
the world.'* (Ibid. i. 4-9.) If we are earnest to obey the 
teachings of this unerring guide^ we shall be led to cry to the 
Lord^ that he would preserve us from self-exaltation^ from 
attributing to ourselves or others that honour which is due to 
Him alone. We shall be on our guard lest we should mistake 
our proper sphere of usefulness, or suffer any pursuit, however 
laudable in itself, to divert us from our true allotment of labour 
in the Church. This watchfulness unto prayer can alone ensure 
our growth in religious experience, and our establishment in 
every good word and work. 

"Finally, brethren. Farewell ! Be perfect." (2 Cor. xiii. 11.) 
Let this attainment be the principal object in view : then will 
you be of good comfort, and of one mind ; you will live in peace 
one with another, and " the God of love and peace '' will be 
•with you. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year, ] 



EPISTLE, 1814. 
Feoic the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouenments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month, to the 30th of the same, 
inclusive, 1814. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deae Fsiends, 

OuE hearts have been afresh warmed with the love of the 
gospel of Christ Jesus our Lord, and we feel encouraged therein 
to testify our unabated solicitude, for the preservation and 
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jurospeiity of the members of our religious society. We desire 
that the goodness and meroy o£ Him, from whom we derive 
every blessing, may excite you to fear^ to love, and to serve him 
with fervency of soul, and to pray that under the influence of 
the Spirit of the Son of his love, you may, in all things, be 
enabled to glorify his holy name. 

Deeply impressed with gratitude to Almighty Grod, that the 
sword is again stayed in this quarter of the globe, and that the 
spirit of contention which has so long prevailed, has been suc- 
ceeded by marks (tf Christian forbearance and charity^ we desire 
to express our thankfulness for the prospect of peace. The 
judgments of the Lord have indeed been in the earth; and 
many have learned righteousness. May the number of these 
increase] may the peaceable spirit of the gospel, the surest 
pledge of permanent tranquillity, spread and prevail I We of 
this island have cause to be doubly thankful : we have been 
preserved firom witnessing the effusion of Uood, and the ravages 
of war, which have spread over the greatest part of Europe ; 
and we are now permitted, in common with other nations, to 
rejoiee thus Ikr in their cessation. 

In what way, therefore, beloved friends, shall we evince our 
sense of these unmerited favours? It is well known that we regard 
it as a Christian testimony, to refrain from uniting in those public 
demcmstrations of joy, which often prevail on such occasions. 
We are convinced that frequently they lead to practices, incon- 
sistent with that meek and quiet spirit which should clothe the 
disciple of Jesus, and are an inlet to excesses which estrange 
the mind from God. It is not in this way that we should 
manifest our grateful feelings; but by endeavouring, through 
the influence of redeeming love and power, to live more and 
more in the spirit of the gospel, and thus to become examples 
of genuine Christian conduct. 

Public worship is a duty which we owe to our great Creator. 
And even in contemplating the recent events to which we have 
already alluded, we feel engi^ed to invite you to consider them 
as an additional incentive to diligence in this respect. Great 
indeed are the benefits of a regular attendance of our religious 
meetings ; and of waiting upon God in qnrit and in truth> when 
thus asseveUsd. The mind being then abstracted from temporal 
concevns, and fitted on the true object of worship, aspirations for 
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belp will arise > the imion of a trayail of spirit will be felt^ and 
we shall be more and more sensible of the benefit of so em- 
ploying a dae poirtion of onr time. If we become thus sensible^ 
we shall be earnest that all the branches of our families may 
partake with us ; and we shall not rest satisfied that either they 
or oorselvea should^ once only in the week^ allot a few hours to 
this duty. Let us then, dear friends, entreat you who may 
have been deficient, to lay these things to heart, and deeply to 
consider whether your practice is calculated to advance you in 
the Christian course, or render you good examples to those 
around you. If the mind be duly turned to the Lord in 
meetings for worship, the benefits which result will not be 
confined to the hours that may be thus occupied. We shall, 
even in the concerns of this life, be preserved in a degree of the 
same calm and watchful state of mind, and in frequent retire- 
ment be led to examine our own hearts. Thus furnished with 
strength from above, we may with increasing, yet humble con* 
fidence, pursue our good resolutions, and proceed with calmness 
and safety in the way cast up for the redeemed of the Lord to 
walk in. Our desire for the possessions of this world will be 
limited within the bounds of Christian moderation : we shall 
prefer durable riches and righteousness. 

The sufferings of our friends in this nation and Ireland 
amount to upwards of sixteen thousand two hundred pounds | 
of this sum about eleven hundred pounds arose from military 
demands; and the remainder, from the support of our testimony 
against tithes and other ecclesiastical claims. Ten of our young 
men have been imprisoned for a short time on account of the 
local militia. 

The epistolary intercourse with onr friends in Ireland, and in 
America, has been maintained in this as in former years, and 
has been the means of awakening an interest in the welfare of 
our distant brethren. Whilst we lament that America should 
yet remain under the affiicttng scourge from which Europe is in 
great measure freed ; we anticipate, with hope, the event which 
shall extend to that country also the blessing of peace. 

We desire tenderly to remind those who have joined us 
upon the ground of convincement of the truth of our religious 
principles, that a spiritual profession calls for evident frnitt of 
holiness. May these, therefore, regard their connexion with us. 
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rather as an opening to fresh duties^ than as the period of 
cessation and rest. 

We have been made sensible^ during this Yearly Meetings of 
the continued goodness of Him who has eminently blessed our 
Society. Under a grateful sense of his mercies^ we renewedly 
invite you to a full surrender to his gracious disposal, and in 
the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, we again salute you, and 
cordially bid you farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1815. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the 2nd of the Sixth Month, 
indusive, 1815. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In offering you the salutation of our love, we believe it right 
to acknowledge our thankfulness to the Author of all good, that 
we have been permitted to meet together. We have had again 
to rejoice in a sense of the goodness of Him who, by his pre- 
sence, owned us in times past ; and, though sensible of the loss 
of the labour and counsel of some, who have recently been re- 
moved from the probations of time, we have felt the consoling 
assurance that the Divine Power is both ancient and new. It 
is from this holy source that every enjoyment, both spiritual 
and temporal, flows; it is to the Lord Almighty that we are 
indebted for the blessing of existence, for the means of redemp- 
tion, and for that lively hope of immortality which comes by 
Jesus Christ. To his service, then, dear friends, in obedience 
to the manifestation of his power, let us offer our talents ; to 
the glory of his great and excellent name, let us devote our 
strength and the residue of our days. 
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The state of our religious Society^ as transmitted from the 
several bodies which constitute this Yearly Meetings has been 
again brought under our view. Accounts of the sufferings of 
our members^ chiefly for tithes and other ecclesiastical demands^ 
and for claims of a military nature^ to the amount of fifteen 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven pounds^ have been 
reported ; and we are informed that ten of our young men have 
been imprisoned since last year^ for refusing to serve in the 
local militia. 

We are encouraged in believing^ that our ancient Christian 
testimony to the inward teaching of the spirit of Christy and to 
a free gospel ministry^ not only continues to be precious to 
many, but is gaining ground amongst us. The sufferings to 
which we are exposed, are, through the lenity of our government, 
far less severe than were those of our predecessors. To some, 
however, we believe that these operate at times as a trial of their 
faith and love to the truth. We are disposed to remind such, 
that patience and meekness on their part will tend both to exalt 
the testimony in the view of others, and to promote their own 
advancement in the Christian course. 

The epistle from our Friends in Ireland, and those from the 
several Yearly Meetings on the American continent, have again 
convinced us that we are brethren, bound together by the en- 
dearing ties of Christian fellowship, desiring as fellow-disciples 
to follow the same Lord ; and we feel, that there is in the gospel 
of Christ a union that is not dissolved by distance, nor affected 
by the jarring contentions of men. 

We are engaged tenderly to caution Friends against an eager 
pursuit after the things of this life. We believe that many who 
begin the world with moderate views, meeting at first with 
success in trade, go on extending their commercial concerns, 
until they become involved therein to a degree prohibited by 
the precepts of Christ, and incompatible with their own safety. 
Thus situated, some may be tempted to adopt a line of conduct, 
dishonourable in itself and injurious to others. On this subject, 
we think it right to repeat some advice given by the Yearly 
Meeting in its printed epistle of 1771 : — ^We " warn all against 
a most pernicious practice, too much prevailing amongst the 
trading part of mankind, which hath often issued in the utter 
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irain of those ooncemed therein, namely, that of raising and cir- 
calating a fictitious kind of paper credit, wiUi indorsements and 
acceptances, to give it an appearance of value without an intrinrio 
reality : a practice highly unbecoming that uprightness which 
ought to appear in every member of our religious Society, and 
of which therefore we think it our incumbent duty to dedare 
our disapprobation, (and disunity therewith,) as absolutely 
inconsistent with that truth we make profession of/'-— Epistle 
1771. 

That contentment which characterizes the pious Christian, is 
a treasure which we covet for all our members ; and we espe« 
dally desire that those who are setting oat in life may so 
circumscribe their expectations, and limit their domestic esta- 
blishments, as not to bring upon themselves expenses which 
could only be supported by an imprudent extension of their 
trade. Care in this respect will enable them to allot more of 
their time to the service of their fellow-men, and to the promo- 
tion of the Lord's cause. We beheve that, were parents to 
instil into the minds of their children principles of moderation 
and economy, suited to their further expectations, it would, 
under the divine blessing, not only conduce to their preservation, 
but promote their safety and comfort in life; We are far firom 
wishing to discourage honest industry ; and further still from 
countenancing in any degree a spirit of avarice. We are not 
insensible, that the situation of many of our members is such as 
renders necessary to them a diligent attention to the concerns 
of this life. Christian simplicity and self-denial we would, how- 
ever, earnestly recommend ; these attained, the object which, in 
this respect, we have at heart for all our dear friends, will be 
accomplished. 

Amongst other deficiencies reported to us at this time, we 
have been pained in observing, that many appear to be still 
satisfied with attending meetings for Divine worship but once m 
the week. We lament in believing that, where indifference to 
this primary religious duty prevails in any, the spirit of the 
world hath obtained the ascendancy in their minds; for these 
we have often at former times expressed our concern, and now 
again entreat them to consider the privations of good to which 
they subject themselves, and those over whom their example 
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prevails^ in omitting this most reasonable service. The habit of 
constant attendance on these occasions^ forms an important 
branch of the religious education of our youth ; we are therefore 
desirous of impressing on the minds of those to whom they are 
entrusted, and who themselves may be diligent, to beware how 
they deprive their children of such opportunities on the week- 
day^ even for the sake of their attendance at school. 

It has afforded us much satisfaction to believe^ that the Chris- 
tian practice of daily reading in families a portion of Holy 
Scripture, with a subsequent pause for retirement and reflection, 
is increasing amongst us. We conceive that it is both the duty 
and the interest of those who believe in the doctrines of the 
gospel^ and who possess the invaluable treasure of the Sacred 
Records^ frequently to recur to them for instruction and conso- 
lation. We are desirous that this wholesome domestic regulation 
may be adopted everywhere. Heads of families, who have 
themselves experienced the benefit of religious instruction, will 
do well to consider whether, in this respect^ they have not a 
duty to discharge to their servants and others of their household. 
Parents, looking sincerely for help to Him of whom these Scrip- 
tures testify, may not unfrequently, on such occasions, feel 
themselves enabled and engaged to open to the minds of their 
interesting charge, the great truths of Christian duty and Chris- 
tian redemption. 

In considering this subject, our younger friends have been 
brought to our remembrance with warm and tender solicitude. 
We hope that many of you, dear youth, are no strangers to this 
practice, and to some we trust it has already been blessed. 
Hesitate not, (we beseech all of this class,) to allot a portion of 
each day to read and meditate upon the Sacred Volume in pri- 
vate : steadily direct your minds to Him who alone can open 
and apply the Scriptures to our spiritual benefit. In these 
seasons of retirement, seek for ability to enter into a close 
examination of the state of your own hearts ; and, as you may 
be enabled, secretly pray to the Almighty for preservation from 
the temptations with whidi you are encompassed. Your 
advancement in a life of humility, dedication, and dependence 
upon Divine aid, is a subject of our most tender concern. That 
you might adoni our holy profession, by walking watchfully 
before the Lord, and upholding our various testimonies, was the 
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care of some of our dear friends, of whose decease we have been 
at this time informed. They were concerned in early life to 
evince their love to the truth ; they served the Lord in upright* 
ness and fear in their generation, and, in their closing moments, 
were permitted to feel an humble trust that, through the media-* 
tion of our Redeemer, they should become heirs of a kingdom 
that shall never have an end. Let their example encourage you 
to offer all your natural powers, and every intellectual attainment, 
to the service of the same Lord, and patiently to persevere in a 
course of unremitting obedience to the Divine wilL 

Now, dear friends of every age and of every class, we bid you 
affectionately farewell in the Lord Jesus. Let us ever bear in 
mind, whether we attempt, under the influence of Christian love, 
to maintain our testimonies to the spiritual and peaceable king- 
dom of the Lamb ; whether we attempt to promote the present 
and future welfare of our fellow-members and fellow-men ; — let 
us ever remember, that if we obey the divine commandments, 
we shall do all to the glory of Qoi ; we shall always acknowledge 
that it is of his mercy, if we ever become partakers of the 
unspeakable privilege of the true disciples of Him who ^' died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them, and rose again. 
(2 Cor. V. 15.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

William Dillwoeth Ceewdson, 

Qerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1816. 

Faom the Tbaely Meeting, held in London, by AniotiENMBNTs, 

From the 22nd of the Fifth Month, to the 31st of the same, 
inclusive, 1816. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deae Priends, 

We esteem it a favour which calls for our grateful acknow« 
ledgment, that we have been afresh made sensible, on this 
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occasioD^ of our Heavenly Father's love^ and have felt that it 
reaches to all our dear friends, wherever they are situated. 
Our minds have been humbled in gratitude to Him, who by 
his Divine power raised us up to be a people^ who has from one 
generation to another blessed our religious Society^ and who is 
still to be felt at times in great mercy to preside amongst us. 
We have earnestly desired that these impressions may be an 
additional motive for us to consider^ how far we are seeking to 
be established on Jesus Christ, the Rock of ages^ " the same 
yesterday^ and to-day, and for ever.^' (Heb. xiii. 8.) To this 
foundation of our predecessors, we desire to direct your most 
serious attention. Let it, dear friends, be our daily concern 
to seek for his Divine guidance and support. Great will be 
the advantages which we shall thence derive. The bitterness 
of our conflicts will be sweetened by the remembrance, that 
He unto whom we are seeking, and who is ''not an High 
Priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities,'^ (Heb. iv. 15,) is "able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto Gh>d by him,'' (Ibid. vii. 25.) A sense of 
victory over our evil affections, through his power and media- 
tion, will be a sufficient consolation. It will, if the watch be 
maintained, strengthen us to proceed in the way of allotted 
duty; and though new trials and temptations may await us, 
and we may continue sensible of the dangers with which we 
are surrounded, the blessing of true Christian experience, the 
result of patient perseverance in well doing, will be ours. Thus, 
from what we have known and what we have felt, we shall be 
constrained to acknowledge, that there is no joy like unto the 
joy of Ood's salvation. 

We observe with pleasure the increasing desire manifested by 
Friends to obtain a guarded and useful education for their 
children. The reports on the schools under the notice of this 
meeting indicate the religious care and good order prevailing in 
them, and have yielded us great satisfaction. The improve- 
ment of the understanding, and the communication of that 
knowledge by which it may be more extensively prepared for 
the service of Him to whom we must all render our account, 
are duties not to be neglected. We desire however to impress 
upon all, whether parents, or those to whom they entrust their 
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tender ofisprmg, the supreme importance of inculcating the first 
of duties^ the love and fear of Qod. 

A watchful parent will at no time be more alive to the welfure 
of his children, than when they are passing from the age to 
which we have just adverted, to the succeeding sti^ of lifa 
The situations in which they are then placed, and the com^ 
panions with whom they associate, may have a decided influence 
on their future character. We would therefore encourage both 
parents and masters not to r^lax at this critical period, either 
in care or counsel, or in proper restraint tempered with kind- 
ness. Here we would advert to the importance of good 
example, and to the great blessing which will attend the 
labours of those whom we are now addressing, as they seek to 
become preachers of righteousness, in life and conduct, to those 
around them. How inviting, how instructive, it is, to behold 
such as by the purity of their lives, by the meekness of their 
spirits, and by the benevolence of their characters are adorning 
their profession! This is a duty which is enjoined by the 
highest authority ; (Matt. v. 16,) and we earnestly press upon 
all to consider whether their moderation, their self-denial, their 
habits of life, are such as become the Christian religion. 

Our solicitude has at this time been awakened for our young 
men employed as travellers in business. The exposure of these 
to the temptations to which they are often unavoidably sub- 
jected, has tended to draw aside some from that simplicity, that 
purity of heart and thought, that strict morality, which our 
Christian principles require. We would submit to the serious 
consideration of their parents and employers, the extreme 
danger of sending forth into such service any young persons 
whose religious principles are not fixed, nor their habits formed ; 
aodd we would encourage Friends in different places, where those 
in this line of employment may travel, to continue and to ex* 
tend that kind and hospitable notice which has been already 
manifested. The situation of some of our young friends in 
other occupations, may deprive them of the advantage of 
yirtnous and instructive associates ; these also we hope will not 
be overlooked by those to whom they are known. 

We lament that reproach should have been brought on our 
society by the failure of any of our members in discharging 
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their just debts. We consider it to be tlie daty of all, but 
especiallj of every person under pecuniary difficulties, to inspect 
narrowly into the state of their affairs ; and this we oonoeive 
might often prevent such an issue. Let all Friends be careful 
to live within their income, retrenching if necessary their ex- 
penses ; and we desire that it may be their uniform endeavour 
to conduct their business in such a way as may subject them 
to the least risk or danger. For those who, possessing integrity, 
yet from the pressure of the times, are, with honest and 
upright intentions, struggling under many difficulties, we feel 
near sympathy. Let these be encouraged : they will not fail, 
we trust, if they seek it, to obtain the kind advice of their 
friends. Let it be their earnest concern, under these trials, 
to hold fiast their confidence in our all-wise and gracious 
Helper; as likewise their love to their brethren. This love 
we believe is peculiarly endangered, whenever the mind is 
disturbed by the perplexing cares arising from embarrassed 
circumstan^s. 

The amount of sufferings reported this year, occasioned by 
claims for tithes and other demands of an ecclesiastical nature, 
with a few for military purposes, is upwards of fifteen thousand 
pounds. Our brethren of all the Yearly Meetings on the 
American continent have again given proofs of their love by 
written communications. The interesting work of Indian civi- 
lization still occupies their attention. In some of the tribes, 
the improvements which, notwithstanding the late commotions, 
have been gradually going forward, are truly encouri^ng. In 
others, those who are concerned in this good work, have 
probably already renewed their exertions, where the ravages of 
war had desolated many of the settlements. The persevering 
labours of Friends in Virginia and some other parts, to procure 
the freedom of many negroes illegally as well as unjustly, held 
in slavery, have, in several instances, been crowned with success ; 
and it is very gratifying to observe that the rights of this injured 
people are still dear to our American brethren. We hope that, 
in this country. Friends will continue to feel a deep interest in 
the welfare of the African race, and not dismiss the subject 
from their thoughts, until such wise and prudent measures 
may be adopted, as shall promote and finally secure universal 
emancipation. 
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So excellent is Christian love in its nature and effects^ that 
it is deeply painful when we hear of any differences existing 
amongst us. How can those who are at variance one with 
another, unite acceptably in the performance of worship to 
Him who is emphatically styled Love ? It is an awful conside- 
ration^ that that disposition which separates man from man, 
does at the time estrange him, and will, if it continue, eventually 
separate him from his Creator. We therefore earnestly recom- 
mend to Friends, to watch the first appearance of discord; 
patiently and kindly to endeavour to assist those who may be 
thus affected, or who are in danger of becoming hardened 
towards their brethren. Christian charity, and tenderness for 
the infirmities of our friends, are bonds in religious society. 
These do not preclude that kind and tender admonition, that 
exercise of our discipline in the spirit of the gospel, which we 
have, from time to time, been engaged to recommend. Although 
we are not a numerous society, yet if we are preserved in love, 
and dwell under the government of Christ, we may hope to 
fulfil the designs of Divine Providence in having gathered and 
established us as a separate religious body : we may show forth 
the excellence of the Christian religion by the spirituality of 
our worship and by the purity of our lives. 

Dear friends, we desire, in conclusion, reverently to acknow- 
ledge that this Yearly Meeting has been a time of the renewal 
of our strength, and of the increase of our confidence in the 
goodness of Israel's Shepherd. We cordially bid you farewell. 
May '' the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and 
into the patient waiting for Christ.^' (2 Thess. iii. 5.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

WiLUAM DiLLWOETH CrEWDSON, 

Clerk to the meetiDg this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1817. 

Ekom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2l8t of the Fifth Month, to the 30th of the same, 
inclusive, 1817. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

The love of our Heavenly Father has prevailed in this our 
annual assembly. It has united us in the fellowship of the 
gospel, and has extended to our dear absent brethren. Under 
this influence, our confidence has been renewed, that the foun- 
dation upon which the righteous in all ages have built their faith 
and their hope, is for ever immutable. Notwithstanding our 
own infirmities, and the discouragements which surround us, 
we have felt the consoling persuasion that the Lord is still 
mindful of us. He who hath blessed us and our forefathers 
with many tokens of his Divine regard, is yet waiting to show 
himself gracious ; and, by the Spirit of his Son, is calling us to 
purity of heart, and to holiness in all manner of conversation. 
May we then con^der the sacred duties which devolve upon us 
as Christians ; the awful responsibility we are under as to a 
right use of all those gifts and talents, with which we have been 
entrusted; and the necessity of becoming a more spiritually 
minded people. 

In turning our attention to the state of the Society as it has 
been now laiS before us, the proper employment of the first 
day of the week, the day more particularly set apart for public 
worship, is a subject that has claimed our serious attention. It is 
no small privilege to be living in a country where much regard 
is paid to this duty, and it highly becomes us to be careful that 
our example in this respect be consistent with the profession we 
make to the world. We desire that heads of families, and our 
younger friends also, may closely examine, whether they are 
sufficiently solicitous to improve that portion of this day which 
is not allotted to the great duty of meeting with their friends 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



178 EPISTLES FROM THE [1817. 

for the purpose of Divine worship. To those who are awakened 
to a due sense of the eternal interests of the soul — and oh 1 that 
this were the case with all — we believe that these intervab have 
often proved times of much religious benefit. Many have derived 
great increase of strength both at these and other times^ from 
retiring to wait upon the Lord ; from reading the H0I7 Scrip- 
tures with minds turned to their Divine Author^ in desire that 
he would bless them to their comfort and edification ; and from 
perusing the pious lives and experiences of those who have gone 
before them. But we avoid prescribing any precise line of 
conduct^ believing that if the attention be sincerely turned 
unto the Heavenly Shepherd^ his preserving help and guidance 
will not be withheld. 

Those of the class whom we have just been addressing, may 
sometimes feel that their faith is low, when about to attend their 
meetings in the course of the week, it may he, under great out- 
ward difficulties. These sacrifices of time, and opportunities of 
withdrawing from worldly cares, have been blessed to many : 
they have proved, in seasons of deep trial and discouragement^ 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. The waiting, 
dependent mind has thus been enabled to put on strength to 
persevere in the Christian course ; and under the pressure of 
many troubles and perplexities, to experience an increase of faith 
in the merciful and omnipotent care of our great Creator. Be 
encouraged then, dear friends, not to neglect your meetings, 
however small ; but to believe that, by a diligent attendance of 
them, and a right engagement of mind therein, you will be 
strengthened to fill up your stations as faithful and devoted 
Christians. 

In a well-ordered family, short opportunities of religious 
retirement frequently occur, in which the mind may be turned 
in secret aspiration to the Author of all our blessings; and 
which have often proved times of more than transient benefit. 
It is our present concern, that no exception to this practice may 
be found amongst us ; whether it take place on the reading of a 
portion of the Sacred Volume, or when we are assembled to 
partake of the provisions with which we are supplied for the 
sustenance of the body. On these latter occasions, may the 
hearts of our young friends also, be turned in gratitude to Gtod, 
who thus liberally provides for them. May the experience of 
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US all be such^ that we can adopt the words of the Psalmist^ 
*' Evenings and mornings and at noon^ will I pray.'' (Psalm 
Iv. 17.) 

In our last year's epistle^ we had to remark the failure of 
some of our members in pa3dng their just debts. We have been 
again deeply pained on finding that some disgraceful cases of 
this kind have since occurred. Whilst we lament the condition 
of such as have thus wounded their own peace^ and brought 
condemnation on themselves, we also feel very tenderly both for 
the near relatives of these^ and for their creditors who have suf- 
fered through them. In adverting to these cases^ it is our 
solicitude that the misconduct of those to whom we allude may 
be a caution to others. At all times^ but more particularly in 
the present depressed state of trade and commerce^ it will be 
very useful for Friends frequently to inspect into the state of 
their own property, to keep their concerns within proper bounds, 
and so to confine their wants within the limits of Christian con- 
tentment, that should any unforeseen reverses be experienced, 
they may look back with feelings of conscious integrity. And 
we would especiaUy recommend to Friends of discrimination 
and sound judgment, in kindness and love, to watch over their 
brethren for good. Great advantages would result from early, 
repeated, and private advice to young tradesmen, who from 
temporary success and 'inexperience may be in danger of 
exceeding their capital, and of imprudently extending their 
business. 

Our sympathy is much excited for those, who, after fair 
prospects, have, from a sudden depreciation of property, been 
subjected to many difficulties. We wish kindly to encourage 
such of these as have it still within their power, to a timely con- 
traction of their domestic expenses. And we desire that their 
trials may be lightened, by beholding in their offspring a dispo- 
sition to industry and economy, and a willingness that their 
expectations should not exceed those limits which become a 
Christian character : this we believe would ultimately tend to 
their greatest good. Before we quit this subject, we would 
remind our friends of the former advice of this meeting, that 
where any have injured others in their property, the greatest 
frugality should be observed by themselves and their families ; 
and although they may have a legal discharge from their 

N 2 
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creditors, both equity and our Christian profession demand, that 
none when they have it in their power should rest satisfied, nntil 
a just restitution be made to those who have suflFered by them. 

The amount of sufferings reported this year, for tithes and 
other ecclesiastical claims, and a few demands of a military 
nature, is upwards of fourteen thousand four hundred pounds. 
We have received epistles from all, except one, of the Yearly 
Meetings on the American continent. Prom these we observe 
with pleasure, that besides a watchful care to support the testi- 
monies of our own Society, our brethren beyond the Atlantic 
are engaged in various acts of benevolence for the welfare of 
their fellow-men. 

Dear young friends, our hearts are warmed with love to you. 
We desire that it may be your frequent concern to seek for an 
establishment on the only sure foundation, and to wait in humble 
watchfulness for the teachings of the Heavenly Instructor. If 
conflicts of mind should attend you, and prove painful and 
humiliating in their nature, this is no cause for dismay. Those 
who steadily pursue the path of a true disciple, will, through the 
goodness of the Lord, at times be permitted indubitably to feel 
that they are the objects of his paternal regard. Thus they will 
have cause to acknowledge the great benefit of patient religious 
exercise. They will, from their own experience, know an in- 
crease of true faith in the power and perceptible support of the 
Holy Spirit. Ascribing this to the free gift of Ood in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, they will become firmly persuaded that the 
tendering power of redeeming love, though undervalued by too 
many, is above all things precious. We are consoled in the 
belief, that the feet of many of our beloved young friends have 
been turned into this path. And it is our earnest desire, that 
neither the fear of man, the offence of the cross, an aversion to 
the simplicity of the truth, nor the activity of their own wills, 
may interrupt their progress ; but that they may, through the 
unfoldings of Divine counsel, come to know an establishment in 
that faith which giveth the victory. (1 John v. 4.) 

And, dear friends, you who love the truth, and who are 
in the vigour of life ; feeling, as you must, the many blessings 
of which you have been partakers, and the privilege it is to 
be employed in the smallest degree, in the service of the Lord, 
let it be your concern to offer your hearts to his disposal, and 
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under his sacred guidance^ to become devoted to the support of 
his cause. 

May our dear elder brethren and sisters, though often de- 
pressed on various accounts, be, by continued watchfulness unto 
prayer, endued with capacity to trust in God. May they receive 
that Divine support which will enable them acceptably to endure 
the remaining trials of time ; and, being preserved in liveliness 
and meekness of spirit, be prepared to enter into rest ever- 
lasting. — Farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

William Dillwoeth Ckbwdson, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1818. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the Hfth Month, to the 30th of the same 
inclusive, 1818. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In this our annual assembly, it has again pleased our Heavenly 
Father to overshadow us with his love. We have been enabled 
to transact the important affairs which have come before us 
in much harmony andcond escension, and have been comforted, 
and permitted to rejoice in a renewed sense of Divine goodness. 
Under the expansive influence of these feelings, we offer you 
our cordial salutation, and express our earnest solicitude, that 
we may indeed be a spiritual house, built up in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Mediator and Intercessor — our hope of eternal 
glory. 

We have received an epistle from our friends in Ireland, and 
one from each of the Yearly Meetings in America, except that 
of North Carolina. Our brethren in the State of Ohio, although 
themselves removed from the scene of slavery, have, after the 
example of those in Pennsylvania, thought it right to address 
a memorial to their general government, on behalf of the 
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African race^ who in varions parts of the United States are 
kidnapped^' and involved in the miseries of lawless violence. 
The epistle from New-York conveys the acceptable intelligence 
of an act of their Legislature which declares that slavery shall 
cease in that State in the year 1827. 

The amount of the sufferings of our members^ as reported 
to this meetings in support of our testimony against tithes and 
other ecclesiastical claims^ and including some small demands 
for military purposes^ is upwards of sixteen thousand two hun- 
dred pounds. 

This meeting has been large ; and in examining into the state 
of our Society, we have been afresh desirous that our various 
Christian testimonies may be maintained in purity and con- 
sistency. One of those by which we are distinguished is, our 
peculiar view of the subject of public worship. Great are the 
benefits which result from a right performance of this indis- 
pensable service. The tendency of our practice is to direct the 
mind unto God ; and, if it be pursued with sincerity and 
earnestness, our hopes will be ultimately fixed on Him, the 
unfailing source of help. We shall then be led from an undue 
dependence on outward ministiy, and come to experieiice that 
state in which we can '' worship God in spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.^^ (Phil. iii. 8.) 
How circumspect, how reverent, and how watchful, ought we 
then to be in our religious meetings ! But we fear that too 
many do not maintain a waiting, dependent state of mind in 
these assemblies ; that they do not enough seek for strength to 
abstract their attention from wandering thoughts and earthly 
cares. Hence it arises, that they do not so fully partake of the 
evidence of Divine superintending regard — of those consolations 
which the Lord in mercy grants to such as hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. This unwatchfulness, we apprehend to be 
a principal cause that so many are found to neglect our First- 
day afternoon meetings. And we entreat those who are thus 
deficient, to consider whether they are not preferring ease, and 
an indulgence in the pleasures of life, to the obligations of 
religious duty, and the possession of spiritual riches. 

We believe that all who are faithful in the Christian practice 
to which we have just alluded, will, on reflection, discover that 
their care is not to be confined only to themselves. We there- 
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fore exhort Friends^ whether in towns or in the country, whether 
engaged in trade or in agriculture, to he watchful over their 
children and dependents, and in love to use their influence to 
prevent them firom associating with improper company, on the 
day set apart for public worship. Where a consistency of con- 
duct in this respect is observed, it is instructive to others ; and 
its efiects are, we doubt not, beneficially felt, on resuming the 
necessary cares of life. The offering of a word of counsel on 
this and on all occasions where it may appear needed, in tender- 
ness to the object of it, and in the flowings of pure love, is 
worthy of the attention of all classes of our members. 

And now, dear friends who fill the important station of 
parents, permit us to express the warm interest which we have 
felt on your account, and on that of your offspring. It has 
often been the concern of this meeting to recommend, (and 
again feeling its importance we desire to enforce the advice,) 
that your interesting charge may from very early life be 
brought up '^in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.^' 
Let it be your earnest and tender care to subject their wills, 
and thus prepare them to bear the cross of Christ. Cultivate 
in their minds, as far as is in your power, the fear and love of 
God, and a strict regard to truth and integrity. Neglect no 
endeavours to preserve them in innocence, and let them be 
early habituated to simplicity of dress and manner, and to 
restraints from indulgences inconsistent with our Christian pro- 
fession. As their infant minds expand, may it be your care 
frequently to direct their attention to the gentle intimations of 
the Spirit of Christ, which are often to be distinctly perceived 
in childhood. One great instrument in forming the mind to 
piety and virtue, is a well-grounded knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures — a knowledge of the wonderful dealings of Almighty 
Ood with his chosen people in ancient times, of those predic- 
tions which point out the coming of the Messiah, and of their 
accomplishment in that most glorious display of Divine love, 
the sending of his beloved Son, a sacrifice for our sins, and a 
light to enlighten the world. 

But never forget that it should be your care to set that 
example of an humble Christian, which so beautifully enforces 
the pure precepts of the gospel : your own minds must be 
seasoned with grace; and your labours will only be effectual 
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as they are carried on and blessed by the power of the Spirit 
of Christ. If, in the discharge of this duty, discouragements 
should arise, let not these become a cause of dismay. Even 
these may teach the important lesson, highly necessary to be 
learned, that it is only as fresh supplies of holy aid are granted, 
that we can safely labour in this work. The evidence which 
will at times in mercy be afforded, that Divine Goodness views 
such efforts with acceptance, and the cheering trust that the 
continued care of a tender parent may, if not at the time, yet 
at a future day, be rewarded, are powerful incitements to perse- 
vere in the way of well-doing. 

And, dear young friends, earnest have been our desires for 
your advancement in the way of life and salvation; that you 
may all not only be professors with us, but, by obedience to the 
Spirit of Christ, become real possessors of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. We are persuaded, that in the eyes of many amoQgst 
you, the truth has indeed appeared lovely : why then is there 
not a full surrender to its power and to its convictions ? The 
Lord loveth an early sacrifice. His numberless blessings call 
for your gratitude and your allegiance. And mournful indeed 
will be the reflection, should your days be lengthened to 
advanced age, that you have slighted the mercies of a gracious 
Creator, that you have preferred the love of the world and its 
fading pleasures, and that there can be no peaceful retrospect 
on devotedness to his cause. 

To you, of this class, who have taken some steps in the right 
way, we would tenderly offer a few remarks. The youthful 
mind, in its love for the cause of religion, is readily led into 
action. Here is a fresh call for watchfulness. A benevolent 
desire to promote the Lord's work in the earth, and to serve 
their fellow-men, may have imperceptibly led some from a close 
and frequent examination of the state of their own hearts. In 
mixing in public companies, and in witnessing the success of 
the efforts that are used to promote the common good, our own 
minds may be gratified, but our quick perception of spiritual 
instruction may be weakened. Far be it from this meeting to 
discourage its members fron) sharing in those excellent labours, 
in which we can, consistently with our religious principles, 
unite. In the universal dispersion of the sacred volume, and 
in the moral and religious instruction of the poor of this and 
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of other countries^ we feel a very lively interest. We rejoice 
in the progress of these good works ; but our earnest concern 
for all is^ that each may seek to know and to abide in his 
proper station : that they whose field of usefulness is principaUy 
within the limits of our own society^ may be faithful to their 
call, and diligent in their Master's service. And may you, 
whose labours are more extended, be especially careful, that 
your exertions for the good of others are adorned and enforced 
by humility, and by that consistency with our principles, which 
can only be maintained by watchfulness and prayer : that it 
may be manifest to all, that the love of Christ operating in the 
heart, leads you to seek, not the praise of men, but the glory 
of God. 

The awful subject of the punishment of death has at this 
time deeply impressed our minds. We beUeve that where the 
precepts and spirit of our great Lord and Lawgiver have a com- 
plete ascendency, they will lead to the abolition of this practice. 
The situation of those who have forfeited their liberty by the 
commission of crime, has also claimed our consideration. We 
regard such as objects of great compassion, and desire that 
they may receive the kind assistance of friends who may have 
it in their power to help them ; but this should be coupled 
with due prudence and discretion, and with that respect to the 
laws of our country, and to those who admimster them, which 
we have ever believed it our duty to enjoin. 

As a choice of representatives in Parliament is expected soon 
to take place, we wish to caution all our members against 
entering into political parties. This meeting has formerly 
manifested its care on the subject, and we desire that the 
conduct of such Friends as have any share to take herein, may 
be marked by a Christian demeanour, and that they may show 
themselves to be truly redeemed from the spirit of contention 
and tumult. 

Finally, beloved friends, collectedly and individually, farewell. 
'' May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all. Amen." 
(2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 
William Dillwoeth Crewdson, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1819. 

From the Teably Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

Erom the 19th of the Rfth Month, to the 28th of the same, 
indoaiye, 1619. 

7b the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have renewed cause of thankfulness to " the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort/' (2 Cor. i. 8,) for having per- 
mitted us to be again sensible that we are under his protecting 
care. His love and bis ancient goodness have not been with- 
held firom us in this our annual assembly; and under a fresh 
persuasion that He is still graciously willing to do us good, we 
invite all our dear friends to offer their hearts to his disposal. 
In the wilderness of this life, dangers assail us on every hand : 
but if we look with entire reliance unto Christ, the great Head 
of the Church, he will lead us safely along; he will protect us 
from being entangled by the briars and thorns ; he will shield 
us from the sun, and from the storm; he will permit us to 
know his voice, and to distinguish it from the voice of the 
stranger; and humbly to believe that we are of that ''one fold," 
(John X. 16, 28,) of which he is the everlasting Shepherd, — 
that he will give unto us eternal life, and that none shall pluck 
us out of his hand. How inviting are these truths I how ani- 
mating are these assurances ! 

But this attainment is to be ours, only as we look in faith 
unto Him who declared, '' If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and foUow me.'' 
(Luke X. 23.) To deny ojirselves, and to take up the cross, are 
duties which we desire earnestly to press upon dl. If we seek 
for divine aid that this may become the daily engagement of 
our lives, we shall be induced to make a narrow scrutiny into 
our thoughts, and into the motives which influence our conduct. 
Frequent self-examination will convince us that we are frail. 
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and unworthy of the Lord's mercies. A conviction of our own 
weakness and transgressions will make us fearful of speaking of 
the errors of others ; and tend to restrain us from tale-bearing 
and detraction. At the same time^ divine love operating on 
our hearts^ and begetting there the love of our neighbour^ will 
constrain us to offer a word of counsel^ in a way most calculated 
to produce the desired effect on such as we deem deficient in 
moral or religious duty. 

Precious and very desirable is a humble^ contrite^ teachable 
state of mind^ in which the earnest prayer is raised^ that we 
may live in the love and fear of our great Creator, and in all 
things walk acceptably before Him. Oh ! that all may be kept 
in the low valley of humility, where the dew remains long; 
where they will know the Lord to be '^ as a hiding-place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempest.*' (Isa. xxii. 2.) Here 
preservation is witnessed within the holy inclosure: here we 
are guarded against the snares which beset those who would 
make haste to be rich. How safe, how necessary it is, for the 
humble Christian to set out well; to watch against the first 
temptation to covet great things ! Sweet is the condition of 
the grateful mind : sweet is a state of contentment and of daily 
dependence on the Lord. 

The amount of the sufferings of our friends in Qreat Britain 
and Ireland, as reported to this meeting, is upwards of fifteen 
thousand six hundred pounds. A very small proportion of these 
has been incurred for military purposes, whilst the remainder 
has arisen from the support of our Christian testimony against 
the payment of tithes, and other demands of an ecclesiastical 
nature. 

We have received an epistle from our dear Friends in Ireland, 
and one from each of the Yearly Meetings in America. It is 
satisfactory to find that in several parts of that continent, 
friends are alive to the rights and interests of the natives of 
Africa and their descendants resident among them; and are 
endeavouring, by the establishment of schools, to promote the 
education of their offspring. Their attempts also, to introduce 
the benefits of civilized life among the native inhabitants of the 
wilderness, continue to be steady and persevering; and to be 
marked in some parts by a cheering degree of success. We are 
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also glad to learn the favourable result of an application to the 
government of the United States^ to secure to some of these 
natives a title to their lands^ previously to an intended sub- 
division of this property^ in order to its being transmitted by 
legal inheritance. 

The continuance of the blessing of peace to this nation has 
warmed our hearts with gratitude. Our refusal to bear arms is 
not only a testimony against the violence and cruelty of war, 
but against a confidence in what is emphatically termed in 
scripture, the '' arm of flesh : " (2 Chron. xxxii. 8 :) it is a 
testimony to the meekness and gentleness of Christ, and a 
resignation to sufier, in reliance on the power, the goodness, 
the protection, and the providence of the Almighty. Let us, 
even now, seek to have our trust so firmly fixed on this un- 
failing source of help, that if our faith should be ever again put 
to the test, we may have ground to look with humble con- 
fidence to Him in whom we have believed. 

Dear Friends, if we are quickened by the power of the Son 
of Gk>d, we shall not be idle spectators in the world, nor indo- 
lent occupiers of the talents with which we are intrusted ; and, 
however varied our allotments may be, each will see that he 
has duties, and very important duties to fulfil, in this state of 
existence. We shall, however, find that it becomes the pious 
Christian to wait to know, his exertions for the good of others 
regulated and sanctified by the Spirit of his Lord. We shall 
seek to be preserved from sufiTering by the friendship and inter- 
course of the world ; and we shall see the necessity of continued 
watchfulness, that neither our own minds, nor those of our 
tender ofi^spring, may be drawn aside from the simplicity and 
purity of the truth as it is in Jesus. Our early predecessors 
received this truth by convincement ; they made great sacrifices 
to obtain an establishment therein, and having thus purchased 
their possession, they were careful not lightly to esteem it, nor 
to exchange it for any inferior object : but let us ever bear in 
mind, that the salvation of the soul cannot be inherited by 
birthright, nor imparted by education. It is an individual 
work, indispensably necessary for every man to know wrought 
in him through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Let us 
then each seek to fill his allotted station in the church, that in 
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the day of righteoua decision, we may all be found worthy to 
stand before God in Zion. 

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen." 

Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

William Dillworth Crewdson, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1820. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the fifth Month, to the 5th of the Sixth Month, 
inclusive, 1820. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
JBritain, Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

It hath pleased our Heavenly Father again to permit us to 
meet for transacting the concerns of our religious society ; and 
we have, from time to time in the course of this meeting, had 
reverently to acknowledge the continuance of his love towards 
us. We have partaken of the fellowship of the gospel ; of that 
fellowship in which our predecessors, valiant for the truth, were 
comforted in the day of persecution ; and which has been a 
strength to the true believers from the earliest periods of the 
Christian church : we therefore again feel engaged to offer the 
salutation of our love to all our de.ar friends, wherever they may 
be situated, with earnest desires that they may become united 
one unto another in Christ Jesus, our Holy Head. 

The amount of the sufferings* of our firiends, as reported to 
this meeting, on account of tithes and other ecclesiastical 
demands, is upwards of sixteen thousand pounds. 

Our distant brethren have been again brought to our remem- 
brance by an epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Ireland, and 

* An opinion being sometimes entertained with regard to these suffer- 
ings, that individuab are reimbursed by the society, it is desired, if occasion 
should occur, that friends would refute it ; as no such practice exists. — 
[This Note not to be read in our meetin^e.] 
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one from each of those established on the American continent. 
It is encouraging to us to observe, that these communications 
bespeak a continued solicitude for the prosperity of the cause of 
truth. By those from America, we find that the welfare of 
their Indian neighbours^ and the rights of the injured African 
race, are still dear to our friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic^ and that, as favourable opportunities occur, they are 
publicly advocating the cause of justice and mercy. 

This meeting has been deeply affected on hearing that the 
slave-trade, notwithstanding its abolition by our legislature, and 
by various foreign powers, still exists, with the. horrors conse- 
quent upon it, to a lamentable extent ; and although the way 
does not immediately open for much to be done by us, on behalf 
of the objects of this nefarious and cruel traffic, we earnestly 
commend them to your continued remembrance f^d commi- 
seration. 

We have been again occupied in investigating the state of our 
society; and our present concern is, to turn the attention of all 
our dear friends to a strict examination of their religious pro- 
fession and experience. We profess to believe in the inward 
teachings of the Spirit of Christ Jesus, our Redeemer and 
Mediator, our Advocate with the Father; — of Him whose 
precious blood was shed that he might procure unto us eternal 
life, and present us holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable 
unto God. (Col. i. 22.) Let us individually inquire, how far 
we are acting in conformity with the solemn truths of the 
gospel. Are we seeking in humble supplication unto the Lord, 
that our faith may be established therein ? Are we, in patient 
waiting before Him, desiring that we may clearly discover the 
inshinings of his light upon our understandings, and that, by 
walking in faith, according to its manifestations, our lives may 
be spent in the love and fear of our great Creator ? 

It is of unspeakable importance to all, that they should know 
their own wills and dispositions regulated and sanctified by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. If this engagement of heart be 
earnest and frequent, humble views of ourselves ensue, a distrust 
in our rational powers as sufficient for the great work of salvation 
is induced : we are taught the inestimable blessing which those 
enjoy who attain to a reliance on holy aid ; and, whilst we are 
brought low in our own estimation, and are fearful to speak of 
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our religious attainments^ we are enabled to rejoice in Him in 
whom we have believed. The time spent in silence^ in our 
meetings for divine worship^ would then be productive of 
spiritual refreshment ; and our beloved brethren^ in their remote 
and solitary allotments^ for whom we feel a tender sympathy^ 
would^ in their small assemblies^ be animated by the presence of 
Him whose promises are unfailing. (Matt, xviii. 20 ; xxviii. 20.) 

Wh en the Christian temper predominates in our meetings for 
discipline^ this salutary provision for the exercise of gospel love 
and care^ and for the purpose of reclaiming and restoring those 
who may be overtaken with a fault, is administered not only 
with kindness and meekness, but in the authority of truth ; and 
each being watchful over his own spirit^ those engaged in the 
business of these meetings would then conduct it with weight, 
and in brotherly condescension; and they would prove to be 
times of deep instruction. 

Our Christian principles teach us to live in the world aright^ 
but not to live unto the world. If we indeed seek to be 
redeemed from its spirit ; if it be our daily concern that our 
garments may be kept unspotted by its defilements ; that we 
maybe clothed with the meekness and gentleness of Christ; 
we shall be enabled to discharge our civil and religious duties 
with holy propriety^ and to adorn the gospel in our lives and 
conversation. In times^ in which the public feeling may bp 
agitated by civil or political questions of general interest^ or by 
such as involve the vital principles of our faith^ the humble 
Christian^ thus prepared, will retire to the place of true inward 
prayer. He will see the necessity of carefully suppressing in 
his own mind the first emotions of party zeal ; but he will feel 
the advantage of cherishing a willingness to suffer^ whether 
little or much^ whether in secret exercise of mind, or in outward 
trials, to promote the cause of his Lord, who suffered so much 
for him. He will not view with indifference any open, or less 
direct, attacks upon those blessed truths on which his hope of 
salvation is founded. He will not be improperly solicitous for 
his own ease and security, when he sees difficulties or trouble 
threatening those around him : his great concern will be that 
he may in no way bring reproach on his high profession, but 
that by acknowledging the Lord in all his ways. He may direct 
his paths. (Prov. iii. 6.) 
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The love of the world operates in various ways to turn us 
aside from the path of holiness. We believe that it leads many 
to gratify themselves in dress and language^ in a way incon« 
sistent with Christian simplicity. We are convinced that this 
departure from our well-known testimony^ is an inlet to greater 
temptations^ and we believe that where this salutary restraint 
is found to be irksome^ a desire to throw it off tends to retard 
the spiritual growth. We therefore affectionately entreat those 
who may be thus disposed^ to consider well the motives for their 
conduct^ and to reflect whether by this unwillingness to take up 
the cross to their natural inclinations^ they are not so far declining 
to become the disciples of Christ. (Luke xiv. 27.) 

Dear young friends^ your advancement in the way of piety 
and virtue^ continues to be a subject of our earnest solicitude. 
We tenderly exhort you all to cherish the belief, to seek to be 
established in the conviction^ that your heavenly Father^ as you 
look in faith unto Him^ will assist you by his good Spirit to 
overcome everything that is wrongs and to live acceptably in 
his sight. Be very careful then^ we beseech you^ not to read 
publications which openly, or indirectly, inculcate a disbelief in 
the benefits procured to us by the sufferings and death of Christ, 
in the divinity of Him our Lord and Saviour, or in the percep- 
tible guidance of his Spirit. On the contrary, in silent retire- 
ment before the Lord, seek after the contriting influence of his 
love, in sincere desire that in his own time, it may please him 
that you also may richly partake of that consolation and strength 
which are the portion of his faithful, dependent children. And, 
as we can rejoice in the persuasion that many of you have 
yielded to the visitations of divine love, we wish to encourage 
these to hold on in the path of dedication, to continue to love 
the Lord, and to desire to know and to do His will. 

May these, may all our dear friends, be impressed with the 
continued necessity of watchfulness unto prayer, and of being 
clothed with humility, as with a garment. The faithful disciple 
will guard against relying too much on former experience : he 
will find that an increase of years produces an increasing con- 
viction that we are entirely dependent upon Qod for fresh 
supplies of strength ; but he will be animated to persevere, from 
the consoling hope that if fEiith and patience continue. Christian 
virtues will increase; humility, meekness, and liveliness of 
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spirit will be prevalent in advanced life^ and a final admission 
will be granted into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

JOSIAH PoitSTER, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1821. 

Feom the Yeaiily Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the 2nd of the Sixth 
Month, inclosiye, 1821. 

Ta the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In grateful acknowledgment to the Author of all our mercies, 
we inform you, that He has condescended to grant us the 
renewed evidence of his love, and to afford us a continuance of 
that divine regard which has been graciously extended in many 
former Yearly Meetings. Under its invigorating influence, 
we offer you our cordial salutation, desiring that the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ may have free course among you. 

The blessings which the Christian dispensation places within 
the reach of the faithful and obedient, even in this life, and the 
hope which it affords them in the prospect of futurity, are strong 
incitements to religion and virtue. But, beloved friends, let us 
never foi^et that the gift of eternal life will not be ours, unless 
we yield to the convictions of the Spirit of Christ in our hearts, 
surrender our wills to its guidance, and, by thus walking in 
the light, come to know his blood to cleanse us from all sin. 
(1 John i. 7.) 

To bear the cross, to be redeemed from the spirit and friend- 
ship of this world, are indispensably necessary in the Christian 
character. Be persuaded, then, we entreat you, to press after 
that holiness without which no man can see the Lord. (Heb. 
xii. 14.) If this be the principal object of our lives ; if, by 
endeavouring day by day to fulfil the first and great command- 
ment, our affections are turned to God; then may we, in 

VOL. II. o 
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humble trust, commit ourselves as into the hands of a faithful 
Creator. (1 Peter iv. 19.) Then shall we be preserved from 
an inordinate pursuit of the things of this life ; we shall escape 
the many sorrows with which those pierce themselves through, 
who make haste to be rich ; such as have but little outward 
substance may enjoy it with cheerfulness and contentment : 
and if, from circumstances not within their control, reverses or 
disappointments occur to any, they will be prepared to meet 
their trials without self-condemnation. . 

If we are really concerned to look into our own hearts, if we 
do but enough bear in remembrance that our inmost thoughts 
are beheld by the all-penetrating eye of Qod, we shall be sensible 
that there ought to be no relaxation in the great duty of watch- 
fulness unto prayer. The frequent recurrence of this conviction 
will be highly beneficial. It will lead us to look to a higher 
power than our own faculties, to enable us to work out our 
salvation, or to aid in promoting the Lord^s work on the earth. 
At the same time, an increase of gratitude, from a continued 
sense of the Lord's( unmerited goodness, will animate us to 
serve Him in the performance of our allotted duties in civil and 
religious society; in doing good to our neighbours, or in the 
concerns of the church. Then will there be a constant reference 
to Him who has qualified for the work : we shall, in reality, 
seek no honour one from another; but, by our lives as well as 
by our words, ascribe all to Him to whom it is due. 

It is equally the duty of all our members, to endeavour, in 
their daily walk through Ufe, to act consistently with their 
Christian profession. It is a serious reflection for us to make, 
that our conduct may, in the eyes of our associates, either adorn 
or dishonour the principles which we profess. Our views on 
silent waiting upon (rod in religious meetings, our belief that 
pure gospel ministry ought to be exercised from the immediate 
influence of the Holy Spirit, our testimony to the meek and 
peaceable nature of the religion of Jesus, and our non-observance 
of outward ordinances, originate in a conviction that the dis- 
pensation of the gospel is a spiritual dispensation. This our 
religious profession is a loud call upon us for great circum- 
spection of conduct, and deep, inward retirement before the 
Lord. And, whilst we are persuaded that these precious testi- 
monies are founded upon the precepts and spirit of the gospel, 
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we believe^ and we desire especiaUy to press this sentiment upon 
our younger friends just setting out in life, that we are at no 
time more qualified to bear them, than when we have the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, and are willing to suffer 
for the name of Christ. 

In passing from a state of nature to a state of grace, the cross 
to our natural inclinations must be taken up, the way of self- 
denial must be pursued. But if this be done with that faith 
which produces a reliance on the holy aid of Him who has 
trodden the path of suffering before us ; a cheerful dedication 
brings its own reward : the consolations which abound animate 
us to persevere. One of the blessed effects of thus aspiring 
after holiness of life, is an increase of true love. This Christian 
virtue so expands and gladdens the heart, that its possessor 
having known its value, will be on the watch against anything 
that may tend to disturb it: he will strive to yield to its 
influence when causes of irritation present themselves. Even 
when he deems himself injured, he will be the more prepared 
to display the beauty of condescension, and, for the preservation 
of love and harmony, to relinquish his own right, and to refrain 
from insisting on his own views. He will be so guarded in his 
conversation as not to take pleasure in discoursing on the errors 
of his neighbour, aware that by so doing he might deprive 
himself of one means of correcting the faults which he may 
have observed. Instead of contributing to kindle the flame of 
dissension and variance, by speaking to others on the existence 
of these hurtful things, he will be vigilant in his attempts to 
extinguish the sparks, by the power of persuasion and love. 

We have received acceptable epistolary communications from 
our friends in Ireland, and from the several Yearly Meetings 
on the American Continent. 

The sufferings of our members in Great Britain and Ireland, in 
consequence of their refusal to pay tithes, and other demands of 
an ecclesiastical nature, and from a few distraints of a military 
kind, have been in usual course reported to this meeting. The 
amount is upwards of fifteen thousand six hundred pounds. 

The important duty which devolves on parents to train up 
their children *' in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,'' 
(Eph. vi. 4), has been afresh brought into view. In the earliest 
periods of life, much of this care rests with mothers, and 

o 2 
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we desire that in all cases their pious endeavours may be 
strengthened by the co-operation of the fathers. The youthful 
mind is very soon susceptible of serious impressions ; and we 
believe that if parents are careful to watch the most favourable 
opportunities, they may instil religious truths^ lay a foundation 
for correct principles^ and give a right bias to the affections ; 
which may be greatly blessed at a future day. But^ in order 
that such attempts may have their due effect^ precept must be 
accompanied by example. The safe ground on which parents 
can proceed^ is so to live and so to wait before the throne of 
grace, as to be enabled to pour forth their secret prayers for the 
blessing of the Most High. Then^ instead of looking back with 
bitter regret, if their beloved offspring should deviate from the 
path of Christian virtue, they may commit their cause with 
conscious integrity to Him whom they have desired to serve. 

Our hearts have been afresh warmed with desires for the good 
of our dear younger friends ; indeed it seldom or never happens 
but that^ when thus assembled^ we feel deeply interested for 
their eternal well-being. We have been comforted in the com- 
pany of many of these ; and we again invite all of this class to 
watch the visitations of divine love, and unreservedly to yield 
their hearts to its influence. We would also encourage our 
elder brethren and sisters to extend a tender care over this 
interesting portion of the Society, for their good, to warn them 
of the slippery paths in which they themselves have walked, to 
invite them to follow the footsteps of the flock of Christ ; and 
with a kind, parental, yet prudent hand, to cultivate the growth 
of the good seed in their hearts. 

^' Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever." (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOBSTEB, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1822. 

Fbom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment^, 

From the 22nd of the Fifth Month, to the 31st of the same, 
inclusiye, 1822. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have again to acknowledge the unmerited mercy of our 
Heavenly Father. We have been sensible of a renewal of our 
strength from Him, the inexhaustible source of good ; in which 
we have been united one unto another, and have felt the current 
of Christian love to flow to all our dear brethren and sisters. 
Our beloved elder friends, both present and absent, living in 
difibrent parts of the nation, who love the truth, and who have, 
through the course of many years, endeavoured faithfully to 
serve their Creator, are brought near unto us in the fellowship 
of the everlasting gospel. We desire that it may please the 
Lord to comfort and strengthen these in their declining years : 
that He who has been their morning light, may be their 
evening song. 

We have at this time been renewedly convinced, that the 
gathering and establishing of our religious Society was not the 
effect of human wisdom. It pleased the Lord by the powerful 
influence of his Eternal Word, on the hearts of our faithful 
predecessors, to prepare them to receive the truth in the love of 
it. They consulted not with flesh and blood, but obeyed the 
heavenly call. They were strengthened to bear, with firmness 
and meekness, the scoffs, and persecutions, and imprisonments, 
to which they were subjected. In supporting their religious 
testimonies, they sought not the praise of men, but the appro- 
bation of God. Believing that their views of the design in the 
coming of Christ, and of the nature of his dispensation, were 
confirmed to their understandings, by the power of his Spirit, 
they suffered freely and cheerfdlly for his name. Their patience 
and fortitude, and their firm reliance on the Lord alone for 
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deliverance from the hands of their persecutors^ gave clear proof 
of their sincerity^ and ultimately secured a free and undisturbed 
profession of their religious principles. And it has been under 
the influence of the same Almighty Power, that we have been 
preserved a united religious body, and that these testimonies 
have been faithfully borne amongst us from generation to 
generation. 

The great truths of Christian doctrine are of individual appli- 
cation; and we feel it to be our duty to press upon all our 
members closely to examine, each for himself, how far he is 
building on Christ, the sure foundation. Are you, dear friends, 
daily waiting, in faith, before the Lord for the gentle intimations 
of his Spirit ? are you, with alacrity of heart, yielding to the 
discoveries of the light of truth, and thus preparing the way for 
further manifestations of the Divine will? It is indeed of 
especial importance, that, in the first place, you seek for the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, to enable you to perform all the command- 
ments of Christ; — openly to acknowledge, by life and conversa* 
tion, that you look unto Him, as your example, your leader, and 
your Saviour. The talents with which you are intrusted, and 
for the right use of which you must sooner or later render an 
account, are never occupied so acceptably in the Divine sight, 
as when they are cheerfully and unreservedly devoted to the 
service and disposal of Him who gave them. Whenever these 
talents are employed on the great truths of redemption, and 
other articles of Christian faith most surely believed amongst 
us, let it be done under a humbling sense of the limited powers 
of the human mind, and with reverence and fear, as in the 
Divine presence. Then, we believe, there vrill be abundant 
cause to acknowledge the manifold blessings which the Lord 
has provided for all, through Christ, our holy Redeemer. 

Each of us is assailed by his peculiar temptations. Amidst 
the various besetments by which we are surrounded, some have 
to contend with a love of money ; others are liable to give way 
either to a hasty or an ungenerous temper ; others to an indul* 
gence in the fading pleasures and flatteries of the world : but it 
is the blessed nature of the religion of Jesus, to regulate oar 
affections, to change our hearts, and to establish us in charity, 
meekness, and self-denial. Examine yourselves, then, daily^ 
and see whether it is your sincere and fervent desire^ that the 
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words of your mouths, and the meditations of your hearts^ may 
be acceptable in the sight of the Lord^ and that He may be 
indeed your strength and your Bedeemer. (Fs. xix. 14.) 

Beloved brethren and sisters— our earnest concern for allisj 
that each may stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
Boade us firee. (Gal. v. 1.) We rejoice in the belief that there 
are more than a few amongst us, at the present day, by whom 
the Christian testimonies committed to our early friends are 
felt to be a most important trust. These we counsel to con- 
tinue firm in their respective allotments ; and, whatever trials 
they may meet with, to persevere unto the end. It is a privi- 
lege not only to believe on Christ, but also to suffer for him : 
(Phil. i. 29 ;) this view of the subject ought not however to exalt, 
but to humble us. And let no one think that he is exempt from 
taking his part in the promotion of the cause of truth : all are 
not called to the same prominent station; but each has his 
respective duties to perform, by the due discharge of which, the 
harmony and strength of the Body will be increased. And 
we believe that we are, at no time, more qualified to fill up our 
ranks in righteousness, than when we are concerned that the 
testimonies of truth may not fall from our hands ; and when it 
is our earnest, secret prayer, that our light may so shine before 
men that others seeing our good works, may glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) 

Love and charity towards others are essential features in the 
religious character. They excite in us a deep interest in the 
spiritual welfare of our friends ; they prompt us to sympathize 
with them in their troubles, and, in real kindness, to ofier a 
word of encouragement, and to extend a hand of help. When 
they are the habitual clothing of the mind, they check the first 
inclination to speak to the disadvantage of another, and induce 
us to consider what is our real motive in proceeding to depre- 
date his character. These Christian virtues are compatible with 
a firm adherence to our own religious principles, and with a 
steadfast care to observe that line of conduct which it may be 
right for us to pursue. They enlarge the heart towards the whole 
human race; they lead us to rejoice in the extension of pure, vital 
Christianity, whatever may be the denomination amongst men, 
by which the disciples, engaged in its difiusion, are designated. 

Dear friends, we still fear that some amongst us are too 
earnest in the pursuit of the things of time. We entreat these 
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to consider whether they may not thereby cause the way of 
truth to be evil spoken of by others. May we all be loosened 
from the spirit of this world : may we also be carefdl that all 
our transactions in business be such as will bear the strictest 
investigation of upright men; and be sure that we have a 
reasonable prospect of fulfilling all the pecuniary engagements 
which we contract. And should any^ in consequence of dimin- 
ished profits, be tempted to extend their concerns in trade, let 
them carefully examine their motives ; and trust in the Lord for 
his blessings even on a very limited provision^ rather than en- 
danger their advancement in the Christian course^ by becoming 
too deeply involved in the cares and toils of this life. 

The situation of many of our members, in some districts^ 
arising from the pressure of the times^ has again claimed our 
sympathy. We feel for all who are brought into trouble ; but 
more particularly for those whose change in their outward con- 
dition^ whilst they were honestly providing for their families^ 
may have been occasioned by circumstances which it was not in 
their power to control. We would tenderly encourage such to 
bear their reverses with a patient^ submissive mind, and to be 
very careful that they do not increase their own difl&culties by 
any hasty, unadvised attempts to extricate themselves from 
them. May they, whilst endeavouring, with diligence and 
prudence, to do their part well, fix^ in the first place^ their 
hopes of support^ under these trials^ on the tender compassion 
of their Lord. 

We have received, as in former years, accounts of the 
sufferings of our members in the support of our Christian 
testimony against tithes and other ecclesiastical demands. The 
amount, including the costs and charges of the distraints, to- 
gether with a few demands of a military nature, is upwards of 
fourteen thousand five hundred pounds. 

We have maintained our epistolary intercourse with our dear 
Friends in Lreland, and with our distant brethren of all the 
American Yearly Meetings ; and we are comforted in observing, 
from the written testimonials of their love, that, in the various 
meetings with which we correspond, there are many to whom 
the testimonies of truth and the doctrines of the gospel continue 
* to be precious. 

The cruelties and horrors of the slave-trade have, at this 
time, deeply interested our feelings. We have heard with 
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sorrow that this trade, with aU its attendant evils and miseries^ 
is still pursued, by the subjects of several foreign powers, to a 
very great extent. As a testimony of our belief that it is a dis- 
grace to any people professing the Christian name, we have been 
engaged to issue an address to the inhabitants of Europe on the 
iniquity of the traffic. We recommend the unhappy victims of 
it to your continued pity and commiseration, and we desire that 
the minds of friends may be frequently exercised in secret be- 
fore the Lord, not only on their behalf, but for those who, by 
pursuing this odious traffic, are doing violence to all law, both 
moral and divine, and are increasing their guilt to an alarming 
extent in the sight of a merciful but righteous God. 

Dear friends, — '* The work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for 
ever.'' (Isa. xxxii. 17.) We reverently acknowledge that, this 
work is the Lord's, through his beloved Son, Christ Jesus, our 
blessed Redeemer. 

In the love of the gospel we bid you Farewell. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOBSTEB, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1823. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2l8t of the Fifth Month, to the 29th of the same, 
indusive, 1823. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreat 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Bear Friends, 
We have again been made thankful in the belief that the Lord 
is not unmindful of us ; and we reverently trust that this meeting 
has not been held in vain. We may inform you that the current 
of Christian love has renewedly flowed amongst us ; and it has 
extended to all our absent friends. Under this precious in^ 
fluence, we offer you our endeared salutation, desiring your 
advancement in the way which leadeth onto eternal life ; and 
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tliat yoa may ever bear in remembrance that '' oth^ fbondation 
can no man lay^ than that is laid^ which is Jesus Christ/' 
(1 Cor. iii 11.) 

Beloved friends^ we have no new doctrine to communicate; 
no fresh precepts to enforce : it is a peculiar excellence of the 
gospel that its character is always the same. To those who 
desire to have their hearts cleansed from the defilements of sin^ — 
yea^ to all^ — the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ continues to be 
freely offered. The cross must be daily borne by all who would 
become his disciples. If we would attain unto that holiness 
without which no man can see the Lord^ we must apply in faith 
unto Him who " taketh away the sin of the world/' (John i. 29 ;) 
who was *' wounded for our transgressions," who was '^ bruised 
for our iniquities," and by whose ''stripes we are healed,'' 
(Isa. liii. 5 ;) who being in glory with the Father ^' before the 
world was," (John xvii. 5 ;) condescended, in order to effect our 
redemption, to come down from heaven, and take upon him the 
nature of man. (Chap. vi. 88.) In contemplating the infinite im- 
portance of these solemn truths, and in publicly acknowledging 
our belief in the Divinity of our blessed Saviour, we desire most 
clearly to convey the sentiment that it is not the mere assent of 
the judgment to the truths of Holy Scripture, however desirable 
such an assent may be, that is sufficient to make us real Chris* 
tians. It is only by the sanctifying operation of the Holy Spirit 
that we come fully to partake of the benefits of the mediation 
and propitiatory sacrifice of the Son of God. 

It is our earnest solicitude that all whom we are addressing 
may be enough concerned for the salvation of their souls. Dear 
friends, we believe that for the advancement of this most neces- 
sary work, it is good for us frequently to seek after retirement 
in spirit before the Lord, and to wait in reverent silence for the 
secret intimations of his will. If this be not immediately mani- 
fested, let not any be discouraged, but let them persevere in 
faith. Then we believe that in the Lord's time that evidence 
of his care will be granted, which will prove consoling to the 
mind. On such occasions the precepts of holy writ wiU at times 
be brought instructively to our remembrance. With these in- 
valuable writings it becomes every one who bears the name of a 
Christian, to endeavour to be well acquainted. In order to 
acquire this knowledge, we wbh that all our members may 
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obsenre the good practice of a daily serious reading of the 
Scriptures in their families^ when collected ; and abo that they 
frequently read them in private in a pious disposition of mind^ 
even though it be but a small portion at a time. 

In the sacred writings no duty is more clearly set forth than 
that of prayer. Prayer is the aspiration of the heart unto God : 
it is one of the first engagements of the awakened soul^ and we 
believe that it becomes the clothing of the minds of those whose 
lives are regulated by the fear and love of their Creator. If in 
moments of serious reflection^ and when communing with our 
own hearts^ we are sufficiently alive to our helpless condition^ 
we shall often feel that we may pour forth our secret supplica* 
tions unto the Lord. And as we believe that it is one of the 
greatest privileges a Christian can enjoy^ thus to draw nigh in 
spirit unto the Father of mercies^ we earnestly desire that no 
one may deprive himself of so great a blessing. But let all oa 
such occasions remember the awful majesty of Him who fiUeth 
heaven and earthy and their own unworthiness in His pure and 
holy sight. K these considerations ought to possess the mind 
in our secret aspirations unto the Almighty^ how incumbent is 
it upon those who publicly approach the throne of grace^ to 
cherish them in their hearts^ and to move only under the in- 
fluence of that Spirit which enables us to pray aright I 

Whilst he who would be a real and not a nominal Christian, 
is duly impressed with the necessity of striving to become a 
meek and humble disciple of Jesus^ — whilst he bears in mind 
that he is constantly liable to faU, and that he must therefore 
be waiting for the renewal of his spiritual strength^ and at aU 
times be placing his dependence upon Divine aid^ — there is 
safety. But we fear^ with respect to some who have run well 
for a time, that either through the friendship of men or outward 
prosperity^ or through imwatchfulness, they have gradually 
fallen away from that to which they had once attained ; and that 
others, from similar causes, are not advancing to that state of 
purity and simplicity in which they would become useful mem- 
bers of the church of Christ. Dear friends, permit us in Christian 
love, to remind you of the ever important injunction of our 
Lord ; — ^' Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation ; 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.'' (Matt. xxvL 41 .) 
If you endeavour to prove by your actions the sincerity of your 
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profession, if in your intercourse with others you shew that you 
have an honest and upright heart, if your lives are ordered in 
the fear of the Lord ; you may, by your daily walk through life, 
commend and adorn your own religious principles. But, if there 
be a want of consistency of conduct, it may lead those around 
you, lightly to esteem those very principles which their judg- 
ment has at one time approved ; nay, it may cause the way of 
truth to be evil spoken of. 

There are many ways by which our attachment to religion 
and virtue may be made manifest to others. One of these is 
the due observance of that day which is pubUcly set apart for 
the performance of divine worship. Our care for the due at- 
tendance of our religious meetings, both on First-days and on 
other days of the week, has been repeatedly expressed, nor have 
we at this time been unmindful of this primary obligation. We 
earnestly entreat every one, when thus met, to consider the 
worship of the Almighty as a solemn act. Under this impres- 
sion his demeanour will bespeak a serious thoughtfulness ; and 
let all remember, that at such times an indolent state of mind 
is offensive in the sight of Him whom we are met to serve. But 
the duties of the day to which we have adverted, are not con- 
fined to the time allotted to assembling with our brethren. Our 
spiritual growth may be advanced by habits of quietness and 
retirement, and by suitable reading, in the course of the day. 
On the other hand, great care is necessary that we do not by 
unprofitable visiting or conversation, by travelling on our out- 
ward avocations, or by otherwise engaging in them, dissipate 
those good impressions with which we may have been merci- 
fully favoured. 

The accounts of the sufferings of our members in Great 
Britain and Ireland, in support of our well known testimony 
against tithes and all other ecclesiastical claims, including the 
costs and charges of distraint, and a few demands for military 
purposes, have been brought up in usual course. The amount 
is upwards of thirteen thousand two hundred pounds. 

We rejoice with gratitude that this country has continued to 
be favoured with the blessing of peace, whilst we lament that 
other nations, at no great distance from us, have been involved 
in contention and bloodshed. We desire that we may all so 
live under the influence of that Spirit which breathes peace on 
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earth and good will towards men, that, whenever occasions 
occur, we may be prepared, by our conversation and conduct, 
in meekness and wisdom to shew forth our precious testimony 
to the peaceable nature of the gospel dispensation. 

Our friends in Ireland, and those of all the Yearly Meetings 
on the continent of America, have at this time been brought to 
our remembrance, with the feeling of much brotherly love, by 
the continuance of our usual exchange of epistles. This meeting 
has again felt deeply interested on behalf of the natives of 
Africa, who continue to be torn from their homes, and consigned 
to cruel bondage, as well as for those who are held in slavery in 
the colonies of this country. And we desire that Friends, every- 
where, may not fail to remember all who are thus deprived of 
their liberty, with feelings of sorrow, and to pity them in their 
degraded condition ; and also that they would embrace every 
favourable opportunity that may present itself for pleading the 
cause of these our oppressed fellow-men. 

'' Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise Grod our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.^' 
(Jude 24, 25.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOESTEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1824. 

Fbom the Teaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouenmbnts, 

From the 19ih of the Hfth Month, to the 27ih of the same, 
indusiTey 1824. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Chreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 
The benefits of which we have, through the mercy of the 
Lord, been permitted on former occasions to partake, haye not 
been withheld Arom us in the course of the present meeting. 
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We have had to rejoice in the company one of another, and this 
has been to many of ns a time of the renewal of our spiritual 
strength, and of the belief that our Heavenly Father is still gra- 
ciously disposed to bless us as a religious society. Under the 
animating influence of his love, we again address you in brotherly 
affection, desiring that " grace, mercy, and peace, firom God the 
Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord/' may abound amongst you. 
(2 Tim. i. 2.) 

Great indeed are the advantages of outward religious com- 
mtdiion. It promotes humility, by checking that disguised 
pride which induces an undue confidence in our own opinions, 
or in our spiritual attainments, and by leading us to esteem 
others in the Lord as better than ourselves. In the proper 
support of it, we are called upon to be tender of the reputation 
and character one of another; to watch over each other for 
good ; and when these Christian duties are practised as they 
ought to be, we are taught the great value of the care and 
counsel of our friends. In the fellowship of the gospel, we are 
cheerfully disposed to bear one another's burdens, and thus 
fulfil the law of Christ ; (Gtd. vi. 2.) and we come to participate 
in those joys and conflicts which await our fellow-travellers 
towards the city of God. Let us then, beloved friends, be un- 
remitting in our endeavours to maintain '^ the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.** (Eph. iv. 3.) 

But it is highly needAil for us to consider in what way this 
unity is most effectually promoted. It was the language of our 
Holy Redeemer, '' One is your Master, even Christ \ and all ye 
are brethren.** (Matt, xxiii. 8.) And can we expect to become 
entitled to this endearing appellation, by any other means, than 
by striving in all things to become the servants of this gracious 
Master ? Ah I then, if in the love of the gospel, we could but 
persuade all our dear friends to be daily aspiring after the 
highest of attainments, that of being a meek and self-denying 
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ 1 — Each of us has his part to 
act, and to each it is of infinite importance that he acts aright ; 
and we have been at this time convinced that if this were our 
primary individual concern, there would be more firmness of 
Christian character amongst us — more decided attachment to 
that which we believe to be the law of our God — more of a 
separation from the world, and its various allurements — greater 
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derotedness of heart to the service of Him whom we acknow- 
ledge as the Author of all our blessings. May we then pursue 
the path of Christian obedience^ and be animated in the 
remembrance of that divine assurance^ '' If thine eye be single^ 
thy whole body shall be full of light/' (Matt. vi. 22.) 

Our progress in the way to the kingdom of heaven is greatly 
aided by maintaining an habitual quietude of mind^ whatever 
be our circumstances in life : not by a disuse of the talents 
intrusted to us^ nor by a state of mental indolence, but by 
having our thoughts brought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ, the only sure refuge and resting-place of the righteous. 
(2 Cor. X. 5.) Be engaged, then, dear friends, by patience, and 
watchfulness unto prayer, earnestly to seek after a settlement 
upon this rock, a stability in the truth from which you may not 
be shaken. 

And we are, at this time, anxiously, yet affectionately, con- 
cerned to warn all our beloved brethren to guard against some 
of the obvious temptations of the present day. Speculations of 
any kind which may seem to hold out the prospect of a rapid 
accumulation of wealth, greatly endanger that tranquillity of 
mind to which we have alluded. They often involve in perplex- 
ities, which disqualify us for exercising a patient dependence 
upon Him from whom cometh our strength. They are very apt 
to lead into acts unbecoming the character of upright men, and 
in some cases their effects are deplorably felt by innocent 
sufferers. They expose to the danger of violating our religious 
testimonies to the simplicity of the gospel of Christ : they often 
arise from the love of money, and encourage that eager pursuit 
after riches, which is inconsistent with the character of a people 
who believe in the necessity of being redeemed from the spirit 
of this world. 

We are aware that many of our dear friends may at the 
present time, in seeking for a fair means of gaining a livelihood, 
and in the regular conducting of their outward concerns, be 
subjected to peculiar difficulties. In the competition of trade, 
they may be tempted to do that which endangers their own 
peace of mind, and disturbs the harmony of society. We would 
tenderly counsel all these, whilst they cherish a disposition to 
honest industry, to let their wants be few ; to keep to habits of 
moderation and economy, but at the same time abhorring 
covetousness : and, above all, so to live and so to act, that they 
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may be able to place a humble reliance oa the blessing and care 
of the Almighty, and to follow the exhortation of the apostle : 
'^ In every thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known unto God." (Phil. iv. 6.) And 
we desire that a Christian example in others, who are not sub- 
jected to the same difficulties, may strengthen them in these 
good resolutions. 

In contemplating the temptations incident to human life, our 
thoughts are again turned to the responsible situation of parents 
and others who have the care of children. Much depends, under 
the divine blessing, upon the early formation of character. We 
therefore earnestly recommend to all who have the charge of 
youth, to embrace the first opportunities to instil into their 
tender and susceptible minds correct principles of piety and 
virtue; in reverent fear to speak to them of Him who made 
them, and of Him who died for them ; and to turn their atten- 
tion to the discoveries of the Spirit of Truth. It is of great 
importance that every endeavour should be used, in love, to 
check the evil propensities of their nature, to control their will, 
to induce habitual reverence for Grod, and for the solemn truths 
of the gospel, and to lay the foundation of that humble faith in 
redemption through Christ, and in the teachings of the Holy 
Spirit, which we believe to be the basis of the Christian edifice. 

Calmness and firmness on such occasions, and indeed in the 
daily occurrences of life — precept enforced by consistent 
example — are well calculated to command respect, and to give 
the most beneficial effect both to restraint and counsel. When 
true parental love, regulated by the love of Christ abiding in 
the heart, is thus exercised, it often produces obedience and cor- 
responding love in the child. In this parental love, a watchful 
care is maintained with regard to his associates ; and this dan- 
gerous avenue to evil is sedulously guarded. On the same 
principle, the attentive parent will exercise a diligent care, that 
the minds of his offspring are not contaminated by the perusal 
of such books as would induce a disregard for the tendering 
visitations of divine love, or a disrelish either for the truths of 
Holy Scripture, for the society of good men, or for the narratives 
of those who, through the power of redeeming love, have been 
prepared to enter into eternal rest. Thus we may see that that 
which is of the world leadeth unto the world, whilst that which 
is of Ood leadeth unto God. 
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Although we do not find it to be our place now to aUude 
severally to those Christian duties which annually claim our 
attention^ we have not been unmindful of their importance. 
Amongst other testimonies which we believe ourselves called 
upon to bear to the purity of the Christian dispensation, is that 
against the payment of tithes and all other ecclesiastical 
demands. The amount of the sufferings of our friends^ in 
Great Britain and Ireland, on this account, as reported to this 
meeting, including the charges of prosecution and distraint, and 
a few demands of a military nature, is upwards of thirteen thou- 
sand nine hundred pounds. 

Whilst our attention has been more especially turned to the 
religious welfare of our own society, we have observed with 
pleasure, in our usual exchange of epistles with our dear friends 
of Ireland, and of the various Yearly Meetings on the American 
continent, that they also are interested for the prosperity of 
truth, and that the state of the descendants of the African race, 
and that of the Indian natives, have respectively claimed their 
sympathy, and excited them to active benevolence on their 
behalf. 

The slave trade, with its inseparable horrors, and the gradual 
but total abolition of slavery, continue to be objects of deep 
interest in our view, and although we have not found it to be 
our duty, as a religious body, to be frequently appearing, by any 
public act, as advocates of humanity and justice, we would again 
commend injured Africa and her offspring to the commiseration 
of every one amongst us. And we warmly desire that the moral 
and religious improvement of every class of our fellow-men, and 
the alleviation of their sufferings and distress, may ever obtain 
that aid and sympathy, which, in the unlimited love of the 
gospel of Christ, should be extended towards the whole human 
race. 

•' Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly, 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus, throughout aU ages, world without end. Amen.^^ (Eph. 
iii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH TORSTEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
VOL. II. P 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



210 EPISTLES FROM THE [1825. 

EPISTLE, 1825. 

IfROM THE Nearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month to the 26th of the same 
inclaaive, 1825. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have sensibly felt the loss of some of our dear and honoured 
friends, whose labours in the work of the Lord haTe in former 
years been blessed to this meeting ; and who have long been 
examples to the flock by the humility and piety of their lives. 
But through the mercy of the Most High we have been strength- 
ened in the humbling persuasion, that, in his unfailing goodness^ 
He is still continuing to bless us, and that He has condescended 
to be near us in this our annual assembly. In the fellowship of 
the gospel^ we therefore again salute you, our endeared brethren 
and sisters, wherever situated ; desiring that amongst you, and 
in all the families of the earth, the love of God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, may increase and abound exceedingly. 

May our elder brethren and sisters, who have passed and are 
passing through many tribulations and conflicts, continue to 
trust in the Lord ; in the full belief that as they persevere unto 
the end, their exercises for the salvation of their oWn souls, and 
for the prosperity of the church, will, through the mediation of 
our Redeemer, be rewarded with a glorious immortality. And 
we exhort those who are in the meridian of life, whose time and 
talents ought to be devoted to the service of the truth, to exercise 
a sound judgment in the fear of the Lord, and to be firm 
and steadfast in their respective allotments. And as we have 
rejoiced in the belief that many in early life have yielded to the 
visitations of heavenly love, we do very tenderly entreat these to 
hold fast that whereunto they have attained; to wait before the 
Lord in reverence and humility for further preparation for use- 
fulness in his service, and with meekness and diffidence, yet with 
zeal and fidelity, to pursue the path of obedience. And O ! that 
we may all be manifesting our attachment to the genuine, un- 
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changeable principles of the gospel. An adherence to its doc- 
trines has been the support of our predecessors ; — both of those 
who were the instruments in gathering us to be a distinct reli- 
gious society, and of their faithful successors down to the present 
time. These principles embrace faith in that redemption which 
comes by Jesus Christ, who ever liveth as our Intercessor with 
the Father, and in the immediate teachings of the Holy Spirit. 

It is indeed the great duty of every one who professes the 
name of Christ rightly to estimate these highly important truths. 
It ought to be his frequent concern, by watchfulness unto 
prayer, (a duty often enjoined, but which cannot be too deeply 
impressed,) to imitate the example of our blessed Saviour, and 
to obey his sacred precepts. If thus concerned he will be 
anxious by an honest examination to ascertain, whether, by a 
daily course of self-denial, be is evincing his sense of the mar- 
vellous love displayed by the coming in the flesh, and as a sacri- 
fice for sin, of the Son of God, who is " the light of the worli^* 
(John viii. 12.) 

.We are persuaded, beloved friends, that if these solemn sub- 
jects have their due place in the mind, you will become fearful 
lest the love of the world should disposses you of the love of 
God. In this day of comparative outward ease, and of exemp- 
tion from great suffering in the support of our views of the pure 
and spiritual nature of the gospel, it especially behoves us to 
be on our guard that we be not gradually drawn aside from the 
simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesus. It is upon this principle 
of simplicity that our testimony to plainness in speech, behaviour, 
and apparel, rests. And, believing as we do, that nothing ought 
to be esteemed little, that forms a part of our Christian duty, 
we would exhort aU our members to an entire consistency on 
these points. But we would remind you, dear friends, that this 
simplicity includes something more ; and that it is also incum- 
bent upon us to consider, whether we are not in danger of fol- 
lowing the vain fashions of the world in the decoration of our 
houses; and whether, whilst given to hospitality, we are sufficiently 
careful to observe due moderation in our manner of living. 

At a period when the Christian religion is advocated, and its 
inestimable blessings are made known, to an extent exceeding 
that in any former age of the worlds it becomes a people who so 
openly profess a belief in the immediate guidance of the Spirit 

p 2 
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of truth, to be peculiarly watchful and circumspect in their 
whole lives and conversation, and to keep themselves loose firom 
the entangling snares of the world. They will then further see 
the importance of guarding, on one hand, against the adoption 
of opinions which would weaken their faith in the safe guidance 
of this heavenly Instructor ; whilst, on the other, a humbling 
conviction of the inestimable value of this unmerited gift of 
God will lead them to speak with reverent caution of its teach- 
ings, and to fear lest they should ascribe the workings of their 
own imagination to the revelation of the Most High. 

The consistent Christian will make no compromise of principle. 
When persecution does not await him, it will be his earnest 
prayer that, whilst he thankfully enjoys the temporal blessings 
dispensed by the all-bounteous Giver, he may not so fix his heart 
upon these fading treasures, as to be unprepared, should the day 
of trouble overtake him, to stand with uprightness, and to adorn 
his profession by patiently enduring affliction. Whilst, upon a 
well-grounded conviction, he is satisfied that he ought to be 
aiming at a perfect standard, he will be solicitous that no part 
of his demeanour, that none of his transactions among men, may 
tend to diminish the excellence of that standard in the view of 
those with whom he associates. 

He that is concerned to support the character of a follower of 
Christ — and who amongst us would disclaim this character? — 
ought to be earnest in his endeavour that accessions of wealth 
do not in any way disqualify him for the discharge of every duty. 
Those who, whilst honestly and diligently endeavouring to pro- 
vide for their families, have to encounter many difficulties, have 
a strong claim on the sympathy of their friends : yet they need 
not fear, as they continue to place their whole trust in our 
Heavenly Father, but that He will care for them in such a way 
as he sees meet. But if any, whether of the more affluent, or 
of those who cannot be ranked in this class, are deviating from 
safe and regular methods of business, if they are carried away 
by uncertain and hazardous, though plausible schemes for 
getting rich, if they yield to a desire rapidly to enlarge their 
possessions — such are in imminent danger. They cannot justly 
expect the blessing of the Most High on such pursuits ; their 
spiritual eye becomes dim ; and they do not perceive with clear- 
ness that light which would enable them to perfect holiness in 
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the fear of God. (2 Cor. vii. 1.) And we believe that if there 
were a due attention to this light, there would be a larger 
proportion of our members qualified to fill the stations of elders 
and overseers amongst us. When the duties of these offices 
are faithfully discharged^ it greatly tends to the edification of 
the body in love. How beautiful and how safe would be our 
condition, if we were all endeavouring, each in his proper allot- 
ment, to walk in humility and devotedness of heart before the 
Lord! 

The practice of frequent retirement in spirit greatly assists us 
on our way to the kingdom of heaven. K an impartial review 
of our conduct then takes place, and if the sincere and secret 
petition is raised for Almighty help, we are led from an undue 
attachment to the things of this life, and our hopes and 
dependence are increasingly placed upon our Holy Redeemer. 
The sacred truths of the Bible are often at such times brought 
to remembrance with consolation and strength. It is one among 
the many evidences of the divine authority of Holy Scripture, 
that, in the various ages of the Christian church, its invaluable 
contents have produced in true believers an harmonizing sense 
of their blessed effects. K, in humility, and in reliance upon the 
Spirit which gave them forth, we are diligent in reading these 
sacred writings, we become increasingly sensible of their value. 
We are then prepared from our own experience to say that they 
are able to make us wise imto salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus (2 Tim. iii. 15) ; we readily subscribe to the truth of the 
position, that in order to the accomplishment of this great end 
they need no human comment ; and we are anxious that our 
fellow-men, in every region of the globe, may possess and may 
be able to read the volume of inspiration. 

As it is the natural effect of obedience to the love of Christ 
revealed in the heart, to enlarge our love to others, the more we 
are brought under the influence of this principle, the more we 
shall be prepared to employ a portion of our time and of our 
substance, in promoting the temporal and spiritual welfare of 
mankind. We therefore desire that a disposition for active 
benevolence may be cherished in every heart ; each being con- 
cerned to know for himself, in what way, consistently with his 
private and social duties, he may employ his talents for the 
good of others, and steadily to persevere in what he may have 
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rightly undertaken; with a constant reference to the divine 
blessing: — not with a view to popularity or ostentation, but 
simply as acting the part of a wise and faithful servant who 
must give an account to his Lord at his coming. 

No subject of this description has more interested our feelings, 
from year to year, than the continuance of the slave-trade and 
the degraded condition of those who are kept in bondage. In 
the course of our present deliberations, the cruelties of this 
horrid system of injustice have afresh called forth our deep com- 
miseration : and we earnestly desire, notwithstanding the slow 
progress that is made in this great cause, that no discourage- 
ment may prevail, but rather that all may be incited to labour 
with greater zeal for the utter abolition of the slave-trade and 
of slavery. 

The importance of rightly training the youthful mind in very 
early life has again claimed our serious attention, and we cannot 
better convey our present concern than by reviving the following 
pertinent counsel : — " We tenderly, affectionately, yet earnestly, 
entreat such as are parents, or have the care of children, that 
they be very early and firm in endeavouring to habituate them 
to a due subjection of their will ; that having maturely weighed 
the injunctions which they find necessary to impose, they suffer 
them not to be disregarded and disobeyed. The habit of obe- 
dience, which may thus be induced, will render the relation of 
parent and child additionally endearing ; and as it will prepare 
the infant mind for a more ready reception of the necessary 
restraints of the cross, it may be considered, in part, as pre- 
paring the way of the Lord ; whilst those who neglect to bend 
the tender minds of their children to parental authority, and 
connive at their early tendencies to hurtful gratifications, are, 
more or less, making way for the enemy and destroyer.*** 

In connection with the usual proceedings of this meeting, it 
has been reported that the sufferings of our members, including 
the charges of distraint, have amounted to upwards of twelve 
thousand nine hundred pounds. With a very few exceptions, 
they have been incurred in support of our Christian testimony 
against tithes and other ecclesiastical claims. — We have received 
epistles from all the American Yearly Meetings, and one from 

• See Supplement to « Extracts from the Minutes, &c. of the Yearly 
Meeting," page 276. 
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Ireland^ and can again observe that this mode of intercourse 
strengthens the bond of fellowship with our beloved and distant 
brethren. 

We may thankfully acknowledge^ that after carefully review- 
ing the situation of our Society we have no ground for increased 
discouragement in regard to the state of things amongst us. 
We have had abundant cause to speak well of the goodness and 
power of our Heavenly Father, whose banner over us has been 
love ; and in conclusion, we desire reverently to " commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to bmld you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified.'' (Acts xx. 32.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOBSTER, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1826. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the Ist of the Sixth Month, 
indasiye, 1826. 

To the Quatierfy and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Under the animating influence of the loTe of the gospel, we 
are again induced to acknowledge that the power of the Lord 
has been known to prevail amongst us. We are sensible that 
we are unworthy partakers of these his renewed mercies ; but 
we consider it as a duty thus to express our gratitude to the 
author of all our blessings. And, seeing, beloved friends, that 
his compassions fail not, we earnestly desire that you may 
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God: casting 
all your care upon Him ; for He careth for you. (1 Peter v. 
6, 7.) We invite you all to seek to be made perfect through 
fiiith and obedience; that thus you may become partakers of 
those gracious promises which are fulfilled through our ever- 
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blessed Redeemer ; — through Him^ who by one offering hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (Heb. x. 14.) 

Seeing then that our Heayenly Father has in his infinite 
love^ appointed this means for our salvation^ let us all take heed 
that we neglect not so great a blessing. For if ever we become 
rooted and built up in Christ, it must be by waiting in faith 
for the revelation of his power in the soul. This we esteem as 
the foundation of a Christian life, and happy, yea blessed are 
they, who, in their own individual experience, have attained to 
a full dependence on his all-powerful aid. 

If this were the constant concern of all, we should not receive 
such repeated accounts of the neglect, on the part of some of 
our members, of our meetings for divine worship. Many there 
are who can testify that as, in their silent waiting, they have 
diligently sought the Lord, He has refreshed their spirits, and 
satisfied their souls. And we believe, if with uprightness of 
heart, and a solicitude proportioned to its importance, every 
one were engaged, each for himself, to place his whole expec- 
tation upon God, that his divine power would more eminently 
overshadow our religious assemblies. 

A patient, humble reliance on the teachings of the Spirit of 
truth weans the mind from trusting in any inferior source of 
good. It induces the profitable work of self-examination ; and 
if we are not at all times alike favoured with the sensible enjoy- 
ment of the presence of the Lord, we become anxious to 
ascertain whether this arises from our own unwatchfulness, or 
firom those dispensations of Divine Providence, which may be 
designed to prepare in us a pure and perfect heart. In a state 
of silent, humble retirement of mind, the Christian traveller is 
often permitted clearly to perceive the various stratagems of 
the enemy ; and to pour out his secret supplications unto the 
Father of mercies, that none of the devices of the devil may 
retard his progress in the consecrated path of self-denial. He 
is at times endued with ability to pray that the faculties of his 
mind, the exercise of his talents, whether natural or acquired, 
and the employment of the spiritual gifts bestowed upon him, 
may be under the sanctifying and restraining influence of the 
Spirit of Christ. Patient waiting upon God brings with it a 
humble estimate of our own reli^ous attainments; and pre- 
pares the mind justly to appreciate, and to accept with gratitude. 
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that ministry of the Word of Life, which, through the goodness 
of the great Head of the Church still continued to us, is at 
times to be heard in the congregations of the people. 

We feel tenderly for such of our dear friends as come together 
in very small companies in their religious meetings; but we 
earnestly desire that they may not relax in their diligence, 
or allow either their solitary situation, or their . outward 
concerns, to prevent a due and punctual attendance of these 
meetings. 

The importance of endeavouring to train up children in the 
right way of the Lord is so great, that it is no cause for surprise 
that the minds of faithful brethren are, from year to year, as 
has been the case at the present time^ exercised on the subject 
in this meeting. Our Christian profession leads to a religious 
life and conversation, of gi*eat purity both in example and 
precept. It excludes worldly-mindedness : it enforces the neces- 
sity of habits of Christian love and gentleness : it enjoins a 
watchful, guarded demeanour : it allows of no compromise of 
principle for any system of expediency. Thus the life of a 
pious parent will show forth a steady endeavour to follow the 
light of Christ, and to imitate his pure and holy example. 

Such parents will often watch for favourable opportunities to 
imbue the susceptible minds of their youthful charge with the 
true filial fear and love of the Almighty ; to turn their attention 
to the Lamb of God who " taketh away the sins of the world ;*' 
and to instruct them in the precious truths of Holy Scripture. 
They will frequently feel the vast importance of doing their 
utmost to cultivate in their tender offspring, a humble obedience 
to the teachings of the Lord's Spirit ; and, as they advance 
in years, to establish in them a firm belief in the all-sufficiency 
of this holy guide. When precept and example are thus 
happily combined, they most effectually prepare the way for the 
adoption of those testimonies and practices in regard to speech, 
behaviour, and apparel, which accord with our views of Christian 
simplicity. These we believe to have their origin in that pure 
and perfect law of the Lord, from whence spring our more 
important views of Christian doctrine and practice. And we 
desire that none of our dear friends may be discouraged in 
contemplating that high standard of parental duty, which we are 
concerned to hold up. All should be endeavouring to perform 
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their part with entire consistency ; and if we are sincere in 
these attempts^ we have abundant cause to believe that the 
blessing of the Most High will not be withheld. 

In the course of the last year, the circumstances of the com- 
mercial inhabitants of this country have been such as to involve 
numbers in great distress and perplexity. Members of our 
society^ some we fear through their own imprudence^ have 
partaken of this calamity. We feel for such as are in trouble, 
and desire that their sufferings may be made conducive to their 
lasting benefit. To those who, in the management of their 
temporal concerns, are now struggling under difficulties, which, 
it is possible, are only fully known to themselves and to the 
great Searcher of hearts, we would offer a word of encourage- 
ment and sympathy. We entreat you to act with prudence 
and uprightness, and so to live from day to day, that you can 
in humble trust place your whole depepdence upon the Lord; 
then may you entertain the consoling belief that his protecting 
care will be extended towards you. And may we aU, dear 
friends, be so instructed by the things that have been suffered, 
as to fix our hearts upon a " treasure in the heavens that faileth 
not." (Luke xii. 83.) 

In the usual course of the business of this meeting, we have 
received and read epistles from our friends in Ireland, and 
from all the Yearly Meetings in America; except that one 
frt>m North Carolina has not yet reached us. 

The amount of the sufferings of our members, as reported at 
this time, including the charges of distraint, is upwards of 
thirteen thousand two hundred and sixty pounds. These have 
arisen almost exclusively from demands of an ecclesiastical 
nature; a small proportion only having been incurred on 
account of military purposes. 

We have again had at this meeting, as on similar occasions 
of latter time, to observe with satisfaction the solid deportment 
of some in early life, and of others of our younger friends 
who have made some straight steps in the Christian path. We 
do take comfort in their having yielded to the visitations of the 
love of our Heavenly Father ; and we tenderly invite all such 
to persevere in the way of holiness, until all the gracious 
purposes of the Most High are effected in them. We wish 
them to look with filial respect at the example of those who 
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have had long experience in the course of devotedness ; to come 
forward \rith a holy fear ; and to be resigned to do, or secretly 
to suflFer, for the name of Christ. We are anxious that no 
warmth of natural feeling, that no zeal which is not of God, 
may mar his blessed work in their hearts, or dim the brightness 
of that light, which, by the effectual yet gradual operations of 
his power. He may design should shine forth through them. 

And O ! that we could induce all our beloved young friends to 
choose the Lord for their portion, and to accept the invitations 
of his grace. We should rejoice to see you all dedicated to his 
service. Receive, we beseech you, the word of cordial invi- 
tation. Come unto Christ, take his yoke upon you, learn of 
Him who declared " I am meek and lowly in heart/' (Matt. 
xi. 29.) Resist the allurements of this world, the fashion of 
which passeth away. Retire day by day before the Lord, and 
seek for his blessing, and for his preservation. Then will you 
find for yourselves that there are no joys comparable to those 
of Gtxl's salvation. In his presence there is fulness of joy ; 
and at his right hand are pleasures for evermore. (Psalm 
xvi. 11.) 

Beloved friends, of every age, and of every class — Farewell 
in the Lord ; and may the peace of Ood, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. (Phil. iv. 7.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOESTER, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1827. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the Slat of the same, 
inclusive, 1827. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 
We who have been pennitted to assemble, to transact the 
concerns of this meeting, have reverently to acknowledge that 
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it has been good for us that we have come together. It has 
been a comfort to behold the countenances one of another ; and 
to be sensible of the prevalence of that Christian love and fellow- 
ship which invigorate the mind, as we pass along the arduous 
path of life. And we feel it to be a duty to inform all our 
beloved brethren and sisters, that the Lord, in his continued 
mercy, has enabled us to proceed in the deliberations of this 
meeting, in much brotherly love. 

What, then, dear friends, prevents our becoming wholly a 
spiritually-minded people, — a church, though small, well com- 
pacted and fitted together, and built up in Christ Jesus our 
Lord f We fear that sin and transgression are separating some 
amongst us from Him, and thus preventing them from becoming 
living branches in the true Vine. O ! that such would apply in 
faith to the great Physician ; unto Him who hath loved us freely, 
who would heal our diseases, and present us faultless before the 
presence of his glory. (Jude 24.) May we all narrowly examine 
ourselves in the light of Christ, and see how far we are engaged 
each to do his part well ; that we may, as a religious body, shine 
with brightness : with that brightness, which, if the fault were 
not our own, the Lord, in his unmerited goodness, would cause 
to break forth amongst us. 

Vital Christianity consisteth not in words but in power ; and 
however important it is that we have a right apprehension of the 
doctrines of the gospel, this availeth not, unless we are regene- 
rated by the power of the Holy Ghost. We therefore tenderly 
entreat all to wait in humble faith for its quickening influence ; 
and to seek to have their hearts contrited before the Lord. 
Then we believe that they will know for themselves of his great 
goodness ; and as they continue, from time to time, profiting by 
what they learn in the way of life and salvation, but not trusting 
to it, they will partake of that living bread which cometh down 
from heaven; they will drink of those living waters which 
nourish the soul unto eternal life. This course of Christian 
experience we earnestly desire for every one amongst us. It is 
an individual work; but it is indispensable for all. It may 
often be slow in its progress, but it is certain in its effects ; and 
amongst the blessed consequences which it produces, we come 
to have an establishment in Christ, resulting not from any specu- 
lative system of belief, but from a heart-felt acquaintance with 
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his power inwardly revealed to the soul. When assailed by false 
doctrines, or when in the support of our views of Christian 
practice, trials are our portion, knowing in whom we have 
believed, we can look, in humble but firm reliance, unto Him. 
Resignation under the varied trials incident to human life, is 
often the happy attainment of the patient, Christian traveller : 
these may arise to him from outward afflictions, or from the 
privation of the society of faithful Christian friends : he may be 
cast down from not feeling those evidences of the love of God, 
or of the clear guidance of the Spirit of truth, which his 
soul would desire. But a frequent recurrence to past mercies, 
and to numberless blessings still bestowed upon us, should warm 
the heart with gratitude ; and animate it with the belief, that 
all these things will be blessed, as means by which we may 
become of the pure in heart who shall see God. (Matt. v. 8.) 
Wait, then, dear friends, upon Him : be of good courage, and he 
will strengthen your hearts. 

Those who have felt the efiiects of a Saviour^s love should be 
often considering whether they are making an open confession 
of Him before men, and cherishing the desire that others may 
become full partakers of the blessings of the gospel. We speak 
not here of the preaching of the word ; highly as we esteem 
this, when exercised in the power and life of the Holy Spirit ; 
but of that faithful adherence to sound principle and consistent 
practice, of which, in our intercourse with the world, we ought 
to give proof. At the same time it is very important that we 
abide in true humility and in the fear of the Lord, and that we 
reverently and patiently wait to know the service assigned to us 
in the church. All, if they are faithful to the manifestations of 
the light of truth, may be employed in its service ; and as they 
order their conversation aright, though it may be in the private 
walks of life, others seeing their good works may be led to 
glorify our Father who is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) 

We have in this meeting been led to the reflection, that one 
of the great benefits of religious society is, that it places uj 
under the care one of another, and that we are called upon to 
watch over each other for good. When we see any of our 
brethren or sisters overtaken with a fault, or neglecting an im- 
portant duty, we ought to cherish a solicitude for their improve- 
ment ; and, in that love which would lead them to Christ, to 
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offer such counsel or encouragement as we may think best cal- 
culated to help them. Much depends on the manner in which 
advice is offered, and on our embracing the right opportunity to 
convey it. If it should not immediately have a salutary effect, 
we are not to be too much discouraged ; we ought to take heed 
that we become not impatient or discomposed, but repeat our 
efforts in the spirit of love and forbearance. — The result of this 
Christian concern for our friends is often greater than is at the 
time apparent. 

In the exercise of this duty, it becomes those who have the 
earliest opportunity of knowing the faults of others, seriously to 
consider on all occasions whether they ought not to endeavour 
to reclaim them before they disclose the matter to another. At 
the same time we believe it has often happened, that the 
lengthened concealment of the errors of our friends from those 
who were best qualified to advise them, has been productive of 
serious injury, which might have been prevented by an early, 
yet prudent disclosure to those of greater experience. 

And we recommend to such of our young friends as know Bjid 
approve what is excellent, and may have been strengthened in 
some small degree to practise it, not to shrink from modestly 
yet faithfully counselling their associates in early life, when they 
may be deviating from the path of duty. A tender caution may 
be received with peculiar advantage, when those to whom it is 
given know that their counsellors are still alike subject to the 
same temptations to which they are exposed ; and when, as may 
sometimes happen, the relative as well as the social tie may call 
for the extension of a hand of help. 

There is a humility and sweetness, combined with a noble 
firmness of character arising from the expansive influence of 
Christian love, which ought to actuate all our endeavours for the 
good of others. Strive then, dear friends, that, in your bene- 
volent exertions to promote the temporal, the moral, or the 
religious welfare of your fellow-men, your whole conduct may be 
marked by an unobtrusive. Christian temper ; that, when asso- 
ciated with your friends and neighbours on these occasions, it 
may be manifest that your great concern is to live under the 
influence of that Wisdom which is from above; which is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy, full of mercy and full of good 
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fruits. (James iii.l7) The pure exercise of Christian kindness 
brings with it its own reward *. but to be pure^ it must have its 
origin in the love of God, which produces love to man ; and the 
satisfaction is never so great, the efforts are never so steady, as 
when we continually bear in mind, that we are to commit all our 
exertions to the blessing of Him whose providential eye is over 
all> and who is continually caring for the workmanship of his 
holy hand. 

Our friends of Ireland, and of each of the Yearly Meetings 
in America, have been brought to our remembrance with feelings 
of Christian love, by the reading of the epistles which they have 
respectively addressed to us. It has been very acceptable to find 
that our brethren on the other side of the Atlantic are in various 
places alive to the enormities of slavery ; and diligent in their 
endeavours to expose the iniquity of the internal slave-trade, 
carried on in the southern and south-western states of the 
Union. The desolating and widely extended effects of this 
dreadful traffic, whether we turn our attention to Africa, to 
America and the West India islands, or to other parts of the 
globe, are indeed enormous and mournfully distressing. Much 
remains to be done before this foul disgrace is removed from 
the Christian name ; but we are comforted in believing that, 
not only in this country but elsewhere, the cause of the 
oppressed is gaining ground ; and as its advocates continue to 
labour with zeal and perseverance in the spirit of the gospel, we 
entertain no doubt that they will have fresh cause to rejoice ; 
and that, ultimately, slavery with the vices resulting fr*om it, 
¥rill be unknown amongst the subjects of those governments^ 
where the pure and just precepts of Christianity are professed. 

The amount of the sufferings of our members, as reported to 
this meeting, including the charges of distraint, is upwards of 
fourteen thousand six hundred pounds. 

We have no cause to believe that our ancient testimony against 
all ecclesiastical demands is losing ground amongst us ; but we 
think it right to revive in your remembrance those considera- 
tions which led to its adoption, and which induced our pious pre- 
decessors to undergo many and grievous hardships in its support. 
You know, beloved friends, that it has been the uniform belief 
of our Society, that our blessed Lord and Saviour, by his 
coming, put an end to that priesthood, and to the provision for 
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its support^ as well as to those ceremonial usages, which were 
before ordained ; and that He came to introduce a dispensation, 
pure and spiritual in its nature. The present system of tithes, 
against which our early friends as well as ourselves have borne 
testimony, was no institution of our holy Head and High-Priest, 
the great Christian Lawgiver. It had no existence in the purest 
and earliest age of his church ; but was gradually introduced as 
superstition and apostasy spread over the Christian world. It 
is further our belief, and it has been uniformly that of the 
Society, that the ministry of the gospel is to be without money 
and without price ; that as the gift is free, the exercise of it is 
to be free also ; that the office is to be filled by those only who 
feel themselves called of God through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, who in their preaching, as well as in their circumspect 
lives and conversation, are giving proof of this call. Impressed 
as we are with these views, we feel ourselves conscientiously 
restrained from the payment of those demands which are made 
for the support of such a system ; or from any compromise 
whereby such a payment is to be insured. A forced main- 
tenance of an established ministry is, in our apprehension, a 
violation of those great privileges which God, in his wisdom and 
goodness, designed to bestow upon the human race, when he 
sent his Son to redeem the world, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to lead and guide mankind into all truth. 

Whilst thus setting forth the grounds of this testimony, we 
gratefully remember the kindness with which our religious 
scruples are often regarded by those who have to support and to 
enforce the laws by which we are affected. 

Dear friends, — As we have been permitted at this time 
unitedly to partake of the mercies of our Heavenly Father, and 
to feel our confidence in Him to be renewed, in the belief that 
He is watching over us as a religious society for good, may we all 
so live in his fear, that we may availingly pray for his blessing ; 
so acknowledge Him in all our ways that He may direct our 
paths whilst here, (Prov. iii. 6,) and finally grant us an admission 
into his heavenly kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In the love of the gospel we cordially bid you farewell. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FORSTEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this yeai*. 
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EPISTLE, 1828. 

Feou the Teaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

IVom the 2l8t of the Fifth Month, to the 31st of the same, inolusiye, 

1828. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In thus offering you our annual salutation, not as a customary 
act, but because we feel the renewed current of gospel love, we 
are called upon to acknowledge that the Lord has been again 
gracious to us, and has united our hearts in the fear of his holy 
name ; so that our coming together has tended to the edifying 
of the body in love. 

We feel thankful in reflecting, that ever since the gathering 
oj our Society, it has pleased our Heavenly Father, in his mercy, 
to grant to us from one period to another, when thus collectively 
assembled, the manifestation of his power. Through the effi- 
cacy of his grace, he has, fix)m one generation to another, pre- 
served amongst us those who have laboured in unity and 
harmony for the defence of the gospel, and the spiritual welfare 
of the church. This precious harmony is experienced by those 
only who become united in Christ Jesus as their Head, and 
know that all their strength proceeds from Him; who are sensible 
that they are called in one hope of their calling — (Eph. iv. 4.) — 
the hope of eternal life through Him, their gracious Redeemer. 

In the warmth of Christian love, we earnestly desire that all 
our dear brethren and sisters may become partakers of this 
unity, and of this blessed hope. But, beloved friends, it is only 
as we are brought to the feeling of our utter insufficiency 
to effect our own salvation, that we can look availingly unto 
Him who taketh away the sin of the world, and be redeemed 
from the consequences of the fall of our first parents. We 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of Ood. (John 
VOL. n. Q 
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i. 29.) Be persuaded then^ we entreat you, to seek to be 
set free from the guilt and power of sin;— to come in faith 
unto Christ " as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, 
but chosen of God, and precious;'^ (1 Pet. ii. 4;) remem- 
bering that gracious promise, which applies with unabated force 
to us, and to all men individually. '' Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out." (John vi. 87.) He is the 
Mediator between erring, transgressing man, and that pure and 
holy Being who created us for a purpose of his own glory. 

It is therefore highly important, it is indeed indispensable, 
that we do not frustrate the purposes for which we were created, 
by seeking in any way our own glory. By so doing, we oppose 
our true interest, and interfere with the right occupation of 
those gifts and graces which the Lord has bestowed upon us. 
If in all simplicity and integrity of heart, we are each concerned 
singly to know and to do the will of God through the help of his 
transforming grace, our real happiness in this life will be pro- 
moted, and the unity and fellowship of the gospel will increase 
and abound amongst us. 

We are all entrusted with talents to be employed to the praise 
of the great Giver; some in one service, some in another. Indo- 
lence with regard to religion, whether it relates to the welfare 
of our own souls or to our usefulness in the church, is a danger- 
ous state of mind, and offensive in the sight of God. Let none 
think, because their situation is obscure, or their services are 
less conspicuous than those of others, that their labour is useless. 
We may all individually contribute, through the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to the furtherance of the Lord's work on the earth ; 
at the same time bearing in remembrance, that we are instructed 
to submit ourselves " one to another in the fear of God,*' (Eph. 
V. 21), and in lowliness of mind each to '' esteem other better 
than themselves.*' (Phil. ii. 8.) 

He who desires to advance in the Christian life should fire- 
quently examine himself, and honestly endeavour to know 
whether he is right in the sight of an omnipresent God. Our 
spiritual progress is greatly aided by frequent retirement from 
the cares of this life, for a longer or shorter time, to wait in 
reverence and fear upon the Most High. The convictions of 
truth, and the visitations of heavenly love, are often known at 
such times to instruct and animate the humbled soul; and it is 
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enabled^ under a sense of the Lord's power and goodness, to 
offer praise and thanksgiving unto Him. 

We continue to believe that our disuse of set forms of prayer 
is founded on a correct view of the spiritual nature of the gospel 
dispensation. At the same time we are persuaded that all who 
have a jiist sense of the value of their immortal souls, and of 
their own great need of help from above, must rejoice with 
thankfulness, in knowing and in feeling that they may pray 
unto our Father who is in heaven. Oh I then that every one 
may avail himself of this great privilege, and with a sincere and 
believing heart, and with reverential awe, approach the throne 
of grace ; trusting in the mediation of Him through whom w^ 
'' have access by one Spirit unto the Father.'^ (Eph. ii. 18.) 
But having thus asked in faith and submission, may we all be 
concerned so to walk before the Lord that our prayers may be 
heard with acceptance. Let none, however, be discouraged 
from the performance of this duty by a sense of their trans- 
gressions : but in humility and sincere repentance let them im- 
plore the forgiveness of God, who, as they patiently wait before 
Him, will in his own time supply all their need. And if there 
be any, who, if they deal honestly with their own hearts, must 
acknowledge that they do not pray, may these deeply reflect 
upon the danger of their situation, and be alarmed at the great 
loss which they sustain by not thus availing themselves of the 
high privilege of drawing nigh unto Grod, and partaking of the 
assurance that He will draw nigh unto them. (James iv. 8.) 

We are glad to know that the daily reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the families of Friends, is so prevalent as it is, and we 
earnestly desire that this practice may be observed by all our 
members, and that those who neglect the performance of it^ 
would seriously consider the great injury which they and their 
families suffer by such omission. The more we become ac- 
quainted with the true nature and worth of these inspired 
writings, the more highly we shall esteem them ; the more we 
rightly know and comprehend the truths of the Bible, the more 
we shall find that they contribute, imder the power of the Holy 
Spirit, by their practical application to our moral and religious 
cotiduct, to lead us forward in the way of life and salvation. 
We therefore earnestly recommend to all the diligent private 
reading of the sacred volume, in addition to the practice already 

Q2 
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alluded to. As we seek^ in humility and the fear of the Lord^ 
to have a right understanding of what we read, and in faith to 
accept this revelation of the will and purposes of the Most High^ 
the force and excellency of the Scriptures become increasingly 
obvious ; we are more ready to acknowledge their divine origin, 
and their concurrent testimony to that redemption which cometh 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When the mind is truly awakened to a sense of the necessity 
of divine help to work out the salvation of the soul, a due 
attendance of our meetings for public worship naturally ensues. 
In silent, reverent, waiting before God, for a renewal of spiritual 
strength, an advance is made in the life of religion, and an in- 
crease is known of that faith which giveth the victory. Being 
led from a dependence on the teachings of man, our own expe- 
rience proves to us the blessedness of coming immediately unto 
Him, who, praised be his name, still remaineth to be the spiritual 
Teacher of his people. And, though a very humiliating sense of 
their condition may render some fearful of thus coming before 
the Lord, yet, as they faithfully abide under these convictions. 
He will, in his great mercy, enable them to trust in Him. 

And whilst the remembrance of our Creator ought at all times 
to be present with us, we have been again concerned that the 
day more especially set apart for religious duties, may be rightly 
observed amongst us. Let those hours which are not passed in 
attending our meetings be so occupied as to strengthen habits 
of piety and devotion. It is good to exercise an especial care 
that the converse of the day be not such as to dissipate any reli- 
gious impressions which may have been received. The house- 
holds of Friends ought to be assembled at least once in the 
course of the day, for the public reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and for retirement in spirit before the Lord. And we wish 
particularly to call the attention of those who are in remote and 
country situations, to the purport of this advice. 

In these days of religious liberty, and in which our inter- 
course with those of other societies is widely different firom 
that which obtained in the times of our pious predecessors, it 
becomes us to be especially careful that we do not in any 
way compromise our ancient principles and testimonies. We 
believe that it is equally incumbent on us, as on those who 
were made instrumental in the first gathering of our Society, to 
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maintaiu those views and practices by which they were dis^ 
tinguished. And we feel desirous that both in the performance 
of our civil duties, and in associating for objects of benevolence, 
all our dear friends may be concerned not in any way to forfeit 
the character of consistency, but in all things to adorn the doc* 
trine of God our Saviour. It is, we believe, alike important to 
our own benefit, and that of the universal Church of Christ, that 
we do not shrink from filling that station in it which divine 
wisdom has assigned us, but in singleness of heart give ourselves 
up to what it may be our individual duty to perform. 

The accounts of the su£Ferings of our members, as reported to 
this meeting, in support of our well known testimony against 
tithes and all ecclesiastical demands, including a few distraints 
for military purposes, together with the charges incurred, amount 
to upwards of fourteen thousand eight hundred pounds. 

We have received an epistle from Ireland, and one from each 
of the Yearly Meetings of Friends on the American contiaent 
except Virginia; no communication from the last-mentioned 
Yearly Meeting having yet reached us. It is a comfort to us to 
know that there are on the other side of the Atlantic, many 
faithfril and experienced Friends, who are stedfast in their 
attachment to the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ; sincere 
believers in his propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of mankind, 
and in the sufficiency of his grace to all who receive and obey it. 

The important and affecting subject of the continuance of 
Slavery in the British Colonies has again occupied our attention. 
A deep conviction of the extent and enormity of the evil, and 
of its utter inconsistency with the purity and righteousness of 
the Christian religion, has led this meeting, with great unani- 
mity, to direct that a petition be presented to the Legislature, 
to convey our feelings on the subject. And we desire that 
Friends everywhere may embrace such opportunities as occur, in 
their intercourse with others, to promote a just and correct view 
of the rights of the enslaved. 

And now, beloved brethren, at the conclusion of this meeting, 
we may inform you, that various subjects of importance have 
come before us, intimately connected with our views of sound 
doctrine and Christian practice, and with the promotion of the 
cause of truth and righteousness. We have been favoured to 
conduct and to terminate our deliberations thereon in much love 
.and harmony. We feel reverently thankful in looking back on 
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the unity which has prevailed. May this renewed evidence of 
the condescending goodness of our Heavenly Father to our reli- 
gious Society, encourage each of us on his return home, and all 
our dear absent friends, faithfully and diligently to labour, in 
Our own hearts, and in our respective allotments, for the advance- 
ment of pure and spiritual religion, — for the peace and pros- 
perity of Zion. 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.'' 
(Phil. iv. 27.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FORSTEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLB, 1829. 

y»OM THE YbAELY MeBTING, HELD IN LoNDON, BY ADJOURNMENTS, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month, to the 29th of the s&me, 
indusiye, 1829. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We are reverently thankful that we have been permitted to 
meet together on the present occasion, and to know the love of 
Qod shed abroad in our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We have been favoured to proceed with the usual yet important 
business of this meeting in brotherly harmony, and have felt 
that our spiritual strength has been renewed by thus uniting in 
religious travail for the best welfare of our Society. 

Amidst the ordinary engagements of this meeting, we have 
received accounts of the sufferings of our members, in support 
of our Christian testimony i^ainst tithes and other ecclesiastical 
demands ; as well as in consequence of a few claims for military 
purposes: the amount thus reported is upward? of thirteen 
thousand eight himdred pounds. 

In proceeding to imfold the Christian solicitude which has 
prevailed in this meeting, we would express an earnest desire 
that the confidence of all our dear brethren and sisters may be 
humbly, yet firmly, fixed upon God. He changeth not; his 
compassions '^ are new every morning,^' (Lam. iii. 22, 23 ;) . his 
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promises are sure; and ^'his kingdom roleth over all/' 
(Psalm ciii. 19.) His "word is settled in heaven;'^ and his 
" £uthfulnes8 is unto all generations/' (lb. cxix. 89, 90.) His 
name "is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe/' (Prov. xviii, 10.) 

It pleased the Father, in his abundant mercy and love to the 
human race, in their fallen and lost estate, to give his only 
begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, that " whosoever believeth 
inHim should not perish, but have everlasting life/' (John iii.l6.) 
Oh I then, that not one amongst us may, by neglecting or 
undervaluing this blessed means, come short of that rest which 
18 prepared for the people of Grod. May we all, in true and 
living faith, accept the Saviour of men, as our Redeemer, and 
deliverer from the thraldom of sin. " In Him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily," (Col. ii. 9;) He is that eternal 
Word which in the beginning was with God, and was God ; and 
who was made flesh and dwelt among men. (John i. 1^ 2, 14.) 
He offered himself a sacrifice for our transgressions, " the just 
for the unjust," (1 Peter iii. 18 ;) " we have redemption through 
Ids blood, even the forgiveness of sins." (Col. i. 14.) He, our ever- 
living Intercessor and ^' Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous," (1 John ii. 1 j) " is passed into the heavens/' 
(Heb. iv. 14;) and ''sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high." (Ib.i.8.) 

These sacred and essential truths of the Christian religion, 
were the faith of our early predecessors, and have been 
uniformly upheld by our Society, from their day to the present 
period. It is cause of thankfulness to us, that we can entertain 
the full persuasion that these truths are dear to Friends in this 
land, in Ireland, and on the American continent ; although we 
have to mourn over many, on the other side of the Atlantic, 
once in fellowship with us, who have widely departed from the 
true faith of the gospel. The epistolary intercourse with our 
dear brethren, in those countries^ has been maintained at this 
time, to our instruction and comfort. 

In contemplating those highly important truths, to which we 
have already adverted, we are renewedly convinced of the great 
need there is for a deep and constant sense of the infinite power 
and wisdom of God, and of the very limited faculties of the 
human mind. We ought to meditate on these things in 
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humility and sincerity of heart ; and reverently and fervently 
to desire that our understandings may be illuminated by the 
Holy Spirit. Then will our faith in their vital importance 
become more firmly established^ and our hearts glow more and 
more with gratitude to Ood, for the inestimable blessings pro- 
vided for us^ in the gospel of life and salvation. 

We are thankful that^ as a Christian people^ we are, through 
Divine mercy, one in faith : but how highly incumbent is it that 
we should be individually concerned, not only to accept in 
simplicity the doctrinal truths of Holy Scripture, but earnestly 
to strive that we may be coming up in the practice of every 
Christian virtue I Look then unto Christ, dear Mends, we 
beseech you ; that you may come to know Him to " dwell in 
your hearts by faith,'^ (Eph, iii. 17,) and to rule there by the 
power of his blessed and eternal Spirit Be awakened to the 
necessity of working *' out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.'^ (Phil. ii. 12.) Let the knowledge of your proneness, 
by nature, to transgress the law of the Lord, incite you to seek 
after a death unto sin and a new birth unto righteousness, 
(1 Peter ii. 24 :) and ever remember, that it is by faith and 
repentance, by prayer and obedience, that the work of sancti- 
fication is to be carried forward. 

He that is concerned to live as becomes a consistent Christian, 
(a character to which we all ought to aspire,) will often meditate 
upon the precepts and example of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour; — precepts which, as they regulate the life of man, 
increase his happiness and usefulness, prepare him to meet with 
patience the trials incident to humanity, and to look forward to 
a participation in those joys which shall be hereafter revealed. 
And as we are enabled to follow, though at a distance, the great 
and perfect Pattern set before us in the gospel, the heart 
becomes expanded in love to God and man; and all those 
passions and dispositions are kept in subjection, the unrestrained 
indulgence of which destroys the peace and harmony of civil and 
religious society. 

The humble endeavour to observe the precepts of the gospd 
leads to purity of heart and conduct ; it induces strict integrity 
in all our* transactions; and gives rise to the exercise of that 
meekness and charity which shine forth in the conduct of the 
true and practical believer in the Christian religion. If we seek 
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first the kingdom of God and his righteousness^ we shall be 
instructed by the example of pious men, but not blind to their 
infirmities ; comforted by their society, but not dependent upon 
it; helped by religious con?ersation, but not disposed to enter 
into it hastily or superficially. If we are concerned aright for 
the culti?ation and cleansing of our own hearts, impressed with 
the importance of our own stewardship unto God, and duly 
sensible of our own sins and great need of forgiveness from 
Him» we shall become yery cautious how we converse on the 
failings of others, and anxious not to violate that charity which 
is enjoined upon all ; that love which is the true badge of dis- 
cipleship. (1 Cor. xiii.) 

A re»l hunger and thirst after righteousness will lead us 
gladly to embrace all opportunities of meeting together for the 
public worship of Almighty God. We shall then feel it to be 
one of our greatest privileges thus to draw near unto Him, and 
to unite in waiting upon and worshipping Him in spirit and in 
truth. We shall rejoice to seek after the influences of his love 
and power, and to pour out our souls in secret supplication for 
the continuance of his blessing and preservation. At this time 
we have, in an especial manner, felt the advantage of being 
constant in availing ourselves of those opportunities which are 
afforded us, in the course of the week, of coming before Him ; — 
occasions when we are called upon to withdraw from the cares 
and perplexities of life, and to seek the Lord and his strength. 

Nor will our approaches to the throne of grace be confined to 
the attendance of religious meetings. Impressed with the 
benefit and the need of a daily supply of heavenly help, we 
shall be often seeking for the renewal of our spiritual strength ; 
and in our private retirements, as well as in select opportunities 
in our families, for this purpose, as also for reading the Holy 
Scriptures and the writings of pious authors, we shall seek to 
be imbued with a deep sense of the power and presence of the 
Almighty. Discouragements of various kinds may prevail and 
abound in the course of our pilgrimage ; but how obvious are 
the danger and folly of relaxing to '' press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of Gt>d in Christ Jesus ! " 
(Phil. iii. 14) And such are his condescension and goodness, 
that He at times permits those, who put their whole trust in 
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Him^ consolingly to feel that there are no joys like unto the 
joy of his salvation. (Psalm li. 12.) 

The great importance of cultivating true piety and virtue^ ift 
what we are at this time concerned earnestly to press upon 
dvery one. If this become, as it ought to be, the main object 
of our lives, the firuit of the Spirit will be apparent. But we 
are constantly to bear in mind, that this is not the place of our 
rest. The warfare must be maintained ; we can at no period 
put ofp the annour with safety : we have an unwearied enemy 
to contend with, whose temptations are diversified, subtle, and 
insidious : the path o[ life is an arduous one ; but, thanks be 
unto Him who is omnipotent, his grace is all-sufficient. As He 
is daily sought unto, he strengtheneth our souls and increaseth 
our confidence in Him; and, if we faint not, but persevere unto 
the end, he will give the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(1 Cor. XV. 57.) 

'' Unto Him,'' then, '* that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
Worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church, by Christ 
Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.'' 
(Eph. iii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOBSTEB, 
Clerk, to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1830. 
Vbou the Yearly Meeting, held in London, bt Adjournments, 

From the 19th of the Fifth Month, to the 28th of the same, 
indusive, 1830. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deaa Feiends, 

We address you in the love of the gospel, and have to 

acknowledge that we have felt it a privilege again to meet in 

this our annual assembly, and to be united in religious exercise 

for the welfare of our Society, and the prosperity of the 
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kingdom of our blessed Lord and Saviour. Brotherly harmony 
and»loye have prevailed in the many important deliberations 
with which we have been occupied : our coming together has 
tended to the confirmation of our faith ; and humble gratitude 
has been raised to our Heavenly Father for his numberless and 
unmerited mercies. 

Our dear brethren in Ireland^ and on the American continent^ 
have been afresh brought to our remembrance, by epistles from 
all their Yearly Meetings. We take comfort in the persuasion, 
that, although locally distant from each other, we are united 
in the faith and hope of the gospel. In the great and sore 
trials among Friends in America, which have ended in the sepa- 
ration of many from our Society, a large proportion remain, 
who have been strengthened to stand firm in their allegiance to 
our Holy Redeemer. 

Reports of the sufferings of our members, which amount, 
including the costs and charges of distraint, to upwards of 
fourteen thousand six hundred pounds, and are almost exclusively 
for ecclesiastical demands, have been read in this meeting. We 
renewedly desire that our ancient and well-known testimony on 
behalf of a free gospel ministry, and against all the demands 
made upon us to uphold a system from which we conscientiously 
dissent, may be maintained with Christian consistency, and in 
the spirit of meekness. 

Dear friends, we are again made sensible that we cannot 
meditate on a subject more fraught with instruction and 
comfort, than the coming of the Son of God in the flesh, and 
the many blessings which through Him have been conferred on 
the human race, — ^the coming of Him, who, being bom of a 
virgin, '' was made in the likeness of men ; " " who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant." (Phil. ii. 6, 7.) He '' was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for our justification.'' (Rom. iv. 
25.) He ascended on high. He led captivity captive. He re- 
ceived gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. (Psalm Ixviii. 18.) He " sitteth 
on the right hand of God,'' (Col. iii. 1.), making intercession 
for us. (Heb. vii. 25,) He ''is made unto us of God, wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;" (1 Cor. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



286 EPISTLES FROM THE [1880. 

i. 80 ;) and unto Him we must look as our mediator and ad?o-» 
cate with the Father. He emphatically describes himself ag 
''the good Shepherd." (John x. 11.) He is our Lawgiver; and 
solemn indeed is the declaration^ that we must all appear before 
His judgment seat^ to receive our reward^ according to the deeds 
done in the body^ whether they be good or bad. (2 Cor. v. 10.) 

We feel that it is not a light matter thus to advert again to 
the various offices of the Son and sent of the Father ; and we 
beseech all whom we are addressings to contemplate these 
solemn truths with due reverence ; yet firequently to meditate 
thereon, seeking for the assistance of the grace of God to direct 
their understandings aright. As this is done with humble and 
believing hearts, the conviction will increase, and ultimately 
become settled, that it is a great mercy to know individually 
that we have not a High Priest who cannot be touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, but who was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. (Heb. iv. 15.) 

But, blessed be Ood, He has not only provided the means of 
reconciliation unto Himself, through the sacrifice of Christ ; 
He hath also, through the same compassionate Saviour, granted 
unto us the gift of the Holy Spirit. By this, the patriarchs, 
and the holy men of old who lived under the law, walked 
acceptably before Ood. Its more plenteous effiision, and its 
powerful and life-giving effects, were distinctly foretold by the 
ancient prophets. Christ himself declared, that it was expedient 
that He should go away, that he might send the Comforter, the 
Spirit of Truth, who should guide into all truth ; (John xvi. 
7, 18 ;) in allusion to whose coming He also said, '^ I will 
not leave you comfortless, I will come to you.'' (John xiv. 18.) 
To be guided by his Spirit is the practical application of the 
Christian religion. It is the light of Christ which enlightens 
the darkness of the heart of man ; and, by following this light, 
we are enabled to enjoy and maintain communion with Him. 
The children of God are led by the Spirit of God; (Bom. viii. 
14 ;) and this is the appointed means of bringing us into that 
state of *' holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.'' 
(Heb. xii. 14.) It is not a doctrine of mysticism, but one of 
practical piety. The great office of the Holy Spirit, we firmly 
believe to be, to convince of sin, to bring the soul to a state of 
deep and sincere repentance, and to effect the work of sanctifi- 
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cation. A holy and constant watclifalness is required, to pre- 
serve the mind alive to the guidance of this divine Teacher ; 
who, if diligently sought after and waited for, will be found to 
be a swift witness for Ood in the soul, producing that tender- 
ness of spirit, and that quickness of understanding in the fear 
of the Lord, which are essential to our growth in grace. It is 
through Him ''whom Ood hath set forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood/' (Bom. iii. 26,) that we obtain 
pardon for sin; and it is through the power of his Spirit 
working mightily in us, that we come eventually to experience 
freedom from sin. 

You know, beloved friends, that fiedth in the help and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit has been an important part of our 
Christian profession, from the origin of our society to the 
present day. And it is at this time our renewed desire, that, 
from early life, an acquaintance with this power may be incul- 
cated and cherished. We affectionately exhort parents, and all 
who have the care of children and of young persons, constantly 
to bear in remembrance the great value of a tender conscience ; 
and to turn their attention to the secret instructions of Divine 
Orace, reproving for evil, and bringing peace for doing welL 
Be concerned, dear friends of this class, early to subject the 
wills of those entrusted to your charge ; encourage them to fix 
their affections on things which are eternal; set before them 
the necessity of being converted from the evil of their own 
hearts, and kept clean from the sin which abounds in the world ; 
impress them with a sense of the holiness and purity of Ood, 
and of his righteous law; and, whilst we would exhort you to 
continue to instruct them in the invaluable truths of the Bible, 
may you lead them to seek aft;er the practical application of 
these precepts and doctrines under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. By such a course of religious care and Christian 
instruction, carried on in simple, humble dependence upon 
Orod, you will perform the great and incumbent duty of 
bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
(Ephes. vi. 4.) 

It is, in our apprehension, of the highest moment, that faith 
in the operation of the Holy Spirit, and a humble reliance on 
its guidance, should r^ulate the lives and conduct of all who 
profess the Christian name. By the power of the Spirit of Gh)d^ 
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inwardly revealed and obeyed^ we are raised from our fallen 
and undone condition^ and prepared to inherit that place in the 
kingdom of Christ, to which it is his gracious design that every 
one of us should come. We are called to walk in the light : we 
are called to purity. O I then, that we may all seek to be 
brought low before the Lord — to be laid prostrate at the foot- 
stool of his throne— to be contrited and broken in his holy pre- 
sence. Let us not value ourselves on any esteem that we may 
think we have amongst men ; or place our trust upon what we 
may have done of ourselves, or may have been enabled to do ; 
but acknowledge in sincerity, that all that we have, and all that 
we are, is of the free and unmerited goodness of God. Let us 
each be concerned, through the help of the Holy Spirit, to ex- 
perience true repentance, and to put away the evil of our doings 
from before the Lord, (Isaiah i. 16 ;) day by day pressing after 
an entire deliverance from the world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
remembering that "all unrighteousness is sin," (1 John v. 17,) 
and that " to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin." (James iv. 17.) 

May we all, dear friends, avail ourselves of the great privilege 
of drawing nigh unto Ood in prayer — of asking the assistance 
of his grace to help in time of need — of looking unto Him as 
our merciful Father who is in heaven : assuredly believing, that, 
as He is approached in reverence and faith. He will graciously 
answer our petitions, and supply all our need, in and through 
Christ Jesus. (Phil. iv. 19.) As this sacred duty, so forcibly 
enjoined in Holy Scripture, is correctly understood and per- 
formed aright, parents will become so sensible of its great value 
to themselves, that they will feel the importance of turning 
thereto the attention of their beloved offspring ; and, as they 
seek for wisdom and strength to act rightly herein, they will be 
assisted by Him to whom they should desire, thai they and 
their children may be wholly dedicated. 

As we are concerned to work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling, (Phil. ii. 12,) the mind is elevated above the 
fading objects of this life ; it acquires more solidity and vigour, 
and its eager pursuit is not after those things which perish with 
the using; we feel that the fashions, the maxims and the 
pleasures of the world, are to be renoimced by all who would 
follow a crucified Redeemer ; and, as we follow on to know the 
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Lord, that true aimplioity whicli the Christian rdigicm requires^ 
and to which our profession has peculiar reference, marks 
the general demeanour; aud the heart is at times enriched 
•with the incomes of heavenly peace — of that peace which 
passeth all understanding. (FhiL iv. 7.) The more we are 
brought under the influence of the Spirit of Truth, the more 
are the Holy Scriptures, those sacred records which were given 
forth under its divine authority, truly felt to proceed from G^d, 
and to direct the soul unto Him : we shall then come to know 
what it is to meditate upon His precepts with great delight. And> 
whilst thankful for the blessing of living under the gospel, the 
dispensations of Divine Providence under the law vrill be more 
fully acknowledged and understood^ to our instruction and 
benefit. 

Be entreated then, dear friends, to press after true Christian 
piety : endeavour to show forth, in your daily intercourse among 
men, that you really love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
This love vrill lead us to pity those whom we see involved in 
distress^ or others who are pursuing the paths of folly and vice ; 
and, with active and willing hearts, to promote those measures 
which tend to diminish the sum of human woe. 

In this meeting we have been deeply afiPected in reflecting 
upon the numerous evils and the great misery which attend the 
improper and immoderate use of ardent spirits^ now lamentably 
prevalent in this country. The continuance of slavery in the 
British Colonies, and of the slave-trade under foreign govern- 
ments, has impressed us with deep and renewed sorrow. We 
have also earnestly desired that our Legislature may proceed in 
mitigating the severity of the criminal code of our beloved 
country, and thus make its laws more conformable to the spirit 
of the Christian religion. We would encourage our members 
individually to take a part with their fellow-countrymen in the 
efforts which are now making for the removal of these evils ; 
we desire that they may act with energy and perseverance, yet 
with that love and respect towards all men, and more especisdly 
towards our rulers, which become our profession as Christians. 
At the same time, we feel an affectionate solicitude, that th^ 
may not be unduly anxious as to the fruit of their exertions ; 
but constantly bear in mind, that in whatever way we may be 
engaged in the cause of Christ, that cause is not ours,, but His. 
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It is for us to be found in a meek and quiet spirit, endeavouring 
to do our duty, and thus to fill up the measure of usefulness 
designed for us by our Heavenly Father. 

True Christian love has no limits : when it governs and takes 
possession of the heart, it leads us to consider every country as 
our country, and every man as our brother. Under, we trust, 
some sense of its heavenly influence, and of the inestimable 
blessings of the gospel of Christ, we reverently desire that it 
may please the Lord to hasten the coming of that day, when 
from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same. His name shall be great among the Gentiles ; and in every 
place incense shall be offered unto His name, and a pure 
offering. (Malachi ill,) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

JOSIAH FOBSTEB^ 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1831. 

Pbom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjoubnments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month, to the 27th of the same, 
indusive, 1631. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friende in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Feeling our hearts warmed with love towards our brethren 
and sisters, wherever situated, we do not hesitate again to 
salute you; and to express our desire and prayer, that grace 
and peace may be multiplied unto you firom God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have again to rejoice in the condescension of the Great 
Head of the Church j for, whDe we have found abundant cause 
for humiliation, in the deficiencies which continue to prevail 
amongst us, we may gratefully acknowledge that He has not 
cast off his unworthy children. He has enabled us to conduct 
the business which has come before us, in love and harmony, 
and has graciously bestowed upon us a solemn and refreshing 
sense of his mercy. We have received an epistle from our dear 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1881.] YEARLY MEETING. 241 

brethren in Ireland^ and one from each of the Yearly Meetings 
of our friends in North America ; and have been comforted by 
these renewed tokens of Christian affection. The epistles from 
our friends in America afford an evidence of their continued 
zeal for the cause of Christ: yet we deeply sympathize with 
them in the trials to which they are still exposed^ and desire to 
commend them to the grace and goodness of God. 

While thus assembled in large numbers^ we have been led to 
feel for those of our dear friends who are scattered in solitary 
places^ and who are accustomed to meet for the purpose of 
worship in very small companies. May such be encouraged to 
a persevering diligence in the performance of this Christian 
duty. It is consoling to remember, that God is everywhere 
present to bless his faithful children^ and that our Holy Re- 
deemer manifests himself by his spirit^ to the two or the three 
who are gathered together in his name. (Matt, xviii. 20.) Many 
valuable members of our society have been trained for use- 
fulness^ by the Divine hand^ in very secluded situations ; and 
the consistent example even of a solitary individual may be of 
great use in promoting the cause of truth and righteousness. 
As such endeavour to maintain their religious principles faith- 
fully, others may in the end gather round them. 

Our well-known practice of assembling for worship at an 
appointed time during the week, besides the first day, has again 
been a subject of religious exercise amongst us. Thus to leave 
our outward concerns, in humble dependence upon God, and, in 
solemn silence, to wait together upon Him, we believe to be 
acceptable to our Heavenly Father, and eminently calculated 
to promote our religious edification. We desire to encourage 
our dear friends everywhere to a diligent attendance of these 
meetings : the neglect of them is an affecting indication of a 
lukewarm mind ; and there is surely great danger that we shall 
hinder our religious progress, if we refuse to avail ourselves of 
so Taluable a privilege. 

We would remind our beloved brethren, that unless we are 
pressing forward towards Zion, the city of the living God, we 
may soon lose our remaining strength, and become immersed in 
the spirit of the world. How earnestly will they who are 
seeking to make progress in the spiritual course, ask and wait 
for that holy aid which constitutes the life and strength of the 
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renewed soul. It was by a constant reference to the Spirit of 
Christ in the heart, that our early predecessors were enabled to 
support their Christian testimonies under severe persecution; 
as well as to maintain that standard of Christian principle by 
which they obtained, from those who injured them, so high a 
character for strict veracity and integrity in all their transac- 
tions. We entreat you, dear friends, to consider whether the 
Lord is not requiring of us, individually, a fuller surrender of 
the natural will, a greater degree of decision in giving up all for 
Christ, and a more ardent pursuit of heavenly things. — '' If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." (Colos. iii. 1.) 

A just view and full belief of the astonishing fact, that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world to save us, (John iii. 1 6,) 
is, we believe, suited, beyond all other things, under the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to humble us in a sense of our own corruption, 
and to excite in our minds fervent gratitude towards the Author 
of all good. Under the influence of this gratitude, may we all 
devote ourselves without reserve to the service of our Redeemer ! 
When love for Christ has expelled from our hearts the love of 
the world, we shali no longer go halting on our way in a 
condition of weakness, but shall experience growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
(2 Peter iii. 18.) 

We have been once more led to take a view of the responsi- 
bility which attaches to parents and heads of families. To train 
up our children, servants, and those under our care, both by 
example and precept, in a religious life and conversation, con* 
sistent with our Christian profession, is a duty of a very serious 
nature. We beseech our dear friends to reflect on its vast 
importance, and in order to perform it rightly, to press after 
true godliness. Never shall we be found faithful stewards in 
this respect, until we are ourselves men of prayer, weaned from 
the spirit of the world, and walking in the reverent fear of God 
our Father. 

We have, on the present occasion, deeply felt the loss of some 
of our beloved friends, lately removed by death, whose labours 
were greatly esteemed amongst us, and who, we humbly believe, 
have entered into their rest. Our hearts are also turned in 
Christian sympathy to those who, by their increasing infirmities. 
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are prevented from giving us their company. We highly value 
that travail of soul which our elder brethren and sisters in the 
Lord (now that their day of active service is nearly over) are 
maintaining for the good of the churchy and its preservation in 
Christian purity ; we honour them for their works' sake. We 
tenderly desire that now^ in the evening of life^ they may par- 
take of the rich consolations which are in Christ Jesus ; and 
that^ being preserved in faith and patience unto the end, whilst 
they have to say with the Psalmist, " My flesh and my heart 
faileth/' they may adopt the language, " but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever." (Ps. Ixxiii. 26.) 

To our young friends, particularly, we would affectionately 
recommend a frequent recurrence to the first principles of our 
religious profession, which we consider to be those of pure 
Christianity. An establishment in these principles would, we 
believe, preserve us consistent both in faith and practice, and 
prevent our being improperly moved, by the varying notions 
which are so common in the present day. We long to impress 
upon you, dear young friends, the beauty and value of an early 
and of imreserved dedication of yourselves to God : cultivate a 
tender and enlightened conscience, and obey His law with all 
sincerity. Be faithful in maintaining your plainness of speech, 
behaviour, and apparel. Cherish those wholesome restraints of 
a guarded and religious education, of which the evident tendency 
is to keep you out of the way of evil. We entreat you to avoid 
speculation and disputation on religious subjects ; for these will 
hinder instead of promoting your growth in grace. Let all your 
conversations on the sacred truths of the gospel, be conducted 
under a due sense of their importance, and in the true fear of 
God. Carefully peruse the Holy Scriptures, and meditate upon 
them in private. Above all, delight yourselves in communion 
with God, and lead a life of prayer : then will the blessed word 
of promise be yours, " I will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty .'' 
(2 Cor. vi. 18.) 

It is satisfactory to observe, that, with little exception. 
Friends continue to bear a faithful and Christian testimoYiy 
against the payment of tithes and other ecclesiastical demands. 
The amount of distraints made upon the members of our 

b2 
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Sociqty for these claims, during the last year, as reported to . 
this meeting, is upwards of fourteen thousand two hundred 
pounds. May we ever bear in mind the ground of our 
testimony against the anti-christian imposition of tithes, and 
be steadfast and consistent in upholding our views of the 
spirituality and freedom of the ministry of the gospel. We 
consider those views to be founded on the very nature of the 
Christian dispensation, as well as on the plain command of 
Christ, " Freely ye have received, freely give.'' (Matt. x. 8.) 
Our testimony on this subject is purely Christian ; and hence it 
becomes highly important, that, in all our proceedings for its 
maintenance, we should act as becometh our high profession ; 
and by the meekness and consistency of our conduct, exalt it 
in the sight of those with whom we associate. We are much 
impressed with the belief that in this and other respects there 
is more than a common call on the Christian for watchfulness. 
It is a time of unusual excitement, as relates both to religion 
and politics : while, therefore, we rejoice in the assured belief 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and that 
the events which he ordains or permits, will ultimately promote 
the welfare of his children, we feel an earnest solicitude that 
Friends everywhere may be weaned from the spirit of a con- 
tentious and fluctuating world. ^'He that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty.'' (Psalm xci. 1.) 

To do all things in the name of Jesus, to obey the dictates of 
his Spirit, and humbly to follow his example, will be found our 
highest interest and our best security. Let us then, beloved 
friends, seek to be clothed with the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ ; walking circumspectly before God, and endeavouring to 
perform all our relative duties in his holy fear. And since 
" love is the fulfilling of the law," (Eom. xiii. 10,) let us pray 
that we may be endued with charity, not only towards each 
other, but towards our fellow-men of every class and description. 

Finally, may we be found faithful and obedient in suffering 
with Christ, and be made abundant partakers of his life-giving 
power. Thus shall we be prepared, at the solemn close of life, 
to unite with his redeemed followers in the triumphant son^, 
'' Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his 
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own blpod^ and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father ; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen." (Eev. i 5, 6.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

JOSIAH FORSTEE, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1832. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the 2nd of the Sixth Month, 
indosiye, 1832. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Through the continued mercy of our Heayely Father we 
have been permitted again to meet in the character of a Yearly 
Meeting, and have often been made sensible of the value of 
Christian love, and of that outward fellowship by which we are 
connected in religious Society. We have also been enabled to 
go through the usual business of this meeting in harmony ; and 
to conduct, in Christian condescension, many important de- 
liberations for the right maintenance of our discipline, and for 
the advancement of truth and righteousness. We have received 
the usual testimonials of brotherly love, in epistles from our 
friends in Ireland, and the several Yearly Meetings of our 
Society in America. 

We acknowledge our reverent thankfulness to the Preserver 
of men, that the pestilence which has visited various parts of 
this kingdom, since we last met, is now very much diminished. 
The ravages of this disease have been far greater in other 
nations than in ours: hitherto the Lord, in his unmerited 
goodness, has stricken us very gently with his rod : — this may 
be only for a time. May we seriously consider, as a body of 
professing Christians, what share we have in the multiplied sins 
of our country, which do indeed justly render it deserving of the 
Divine chastisements. Solemn reflections have been awakened 
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in contemplating the nature of this scourge. '' It is . of the 
Lord^s mercies that we are not consumed, because his com- 
passions fail not/' (Lam. iii. 22.) We earnestly entreat eyery 
one to improve this awfiil visitation; and not to forget how 
rapidly many in this, as well as in neighbouring countries, have 
been removed by it from time to eternity. 

We feel a warm and affectionate concern that all may be 
fully awakened to the necessity of having an interest in Christ ; 
of knowing him to be their Redeemer. Dear friends, may the 
Holy Spirit enlighten your understandings to a sense of the 
need of a Saviour ; and may we all, with penitent hearts, look 
in simple faith unto the Lord Jesus, '' who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness.'^ (1 Pet. ii. 24.) In boundless 
love He tasted death for every man : (Heb. ii. 9 :) all that inherit 
eternal life, of every age, and of every nation under heaven, 
partake of the blessings of that redemption which comes through 
his sufferings and death : he gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto himself. (Titus 
ii. 14.) How essential, then, is it to each of us, that we seek 
to be cleansed from every sin, and henceforward to live in all 
righteousness and holiness. This change of heart can only be 
brought about by the power of the grace of God ; the Comforter, 
the Spirit of truth, is to guide us into all truth : (John xvi. 13 :) 
Christ has declared himself to be the bread of life. He is not 
only the light of the world, but the life of men. (John vi. 85.) 

Dear friends, what do we individually know of that life which 
is hid with Christ in God? Is He the rock on which our 
foundation is laid? Do we feel Him to be our shepherd to lead 
us ; our teacher to instruct us ; the bishop of our souls to watch 
over us? Do we know Him, in our own experience, to be the 
High Priest of our profession, who is touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities, and through whom we come unto Gt>d f (Heb. 
iv. 15.) Are we engrafted into Him, the true vine; deriving 
nourishment immediately from Him ? (John xv. 1.) Call to mind 
the history of his sufferings and death, for our sakes, as described 
by the Evangelists. It was the Son of God himself whose 
agonies are therein set forth : it was He ''in whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.^' (Colos. ii. 3.) Let 
this excite in your hearts a sense of the enormity of sin, seeing 
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that in the perfect counsels of the Father, such a sacrifice was 
deemed needful for our salvation. These considerations if justly 
entertained, will lead you to press after that purity of heart, 
without which we cannot see God. Endeavour, in private re- 
tirement, to pour out your souls in secret supplication unto 
Him. It is recorded for our example, that Christ himself, in 
the days of his flesh, withdrew at times from his disciples, and 
offered up prayer unto God. Remember also, for your comfort, 
that '' the Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, 
and saveth sach as be of a contrite spirit.^' (Psalm xxxiv. 18.) 
Accept our blessed Lord in those offices which He is graciously 
willing to perform, to all who truly believe in Him. Then, 
from a deep sense of temptation to evil, and of the corruption of 
the human heart, you will feel the necessity of bearing the cross 
of Christ, of living in true self-denial, and of walking in the 
narrow way which leadeth unto life. 

In addition to the practice of the family-reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, the importance of which we deeply feel, be encouraged 
often to read them in private : cherish a humble and sincere 
desire to receive them in their genuine import : and at the same 
time, dear friends, avoid all vain speculations upon unftilfiUed 
prophecy. Forbear from presumptuously endeavouring to de- 
termine the mode of the future government of the world, or of 
the church of Christ. Seek an enlightened sense of the various 
delusions of our common enemy, to which we are all liable ; ask 
of God that your meditations upon the sacred writings may be 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit : their effect, when thus 
read, is to promote an increase of practical piety, and the right 
performance of all our civil and religious duties, and not to 
encourage vain and fruitless investigations. Remember, dear 
friends, that they are " profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly famished unto all good works.^' 
(2 Tim. iil 16.) And, whilst we ftdly acknowledge that ''all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God,'' a view supported by 
sound and undeniable rational evidence, let us ever bear in mind, 
that it is only through faith which is in Christ Jesus that they 
are able to make wise unto salvation. (2 Tim. iiL 15.) As this 
precious faith is sought for and prevails, the evidence of the 
Spirit of God .in our hearts most satisfactorily confirms our 
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belief in the divine authority of these inestimable writings, and 
increases our gratitude for the possession of them, and for the 
knowledge of that redemption which comes by the Lord Jesus. 

One of the evidences of our dependence upon Qod^ and that 
we do indeed acknowledge Him^ is the diligent attendance of 
our meetings for public worship. We are pained on hearing 
that numerous omissions in the right performance of this indis- 
pensable duty still exist. We would gladly persuade you, beloved 
friends, who are remiss in this important part of our Christian 
practice, closely to examine yourselves, and to strive to ascertain 
the cause of this neglect. Is it that you are not concerned for 
the salvation of your souls ? Is it that you are disregarding the 
divine injunction, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might ? '' 
(Deut. vi. 5.) Has lukewarmness, or unconcern in regard to 
religious duties, taken possession of your minds? or has the 
love of this world, or its deceitful allurements, the pursuit of its 
riches and its pleasures, the ascendency in your hearts? Be 
aroused, we beseech you, in the love of the gospel, to a close 
searching of the motives of your conduct. You are not in the 
habitual neglect of all our meetings for worship. Be earnest in 
spirit before the Lord, when you do attend ; wait patiently upon 
Him, ask for the assistance of his grace, that he may incline his 
ear unto you, and hear your cry: come before Him under a 
sense of your past transgressions, and of the natural depravity 
of your own hearts ; for if this conviction prevail not, your state 
is truly alarming: apply in faith unto Him, through Jesus 
Christ the righteous, our advocate with the Father. (1 John ii. 1.) 
if an evidence of the love of God to your souls be not im- 
mediately granted, persevere and faint not. Then will you 
become careful to omit no opportunity of presenting your- 
selves before the Lord from time to time with your assembled 
brethren and sisters. 

Many are the instances, furnished in the history of our 
Society, of the Christian attainments of those who have duly 
attended our religious meetings, seeking, in deep prostration of 
soul, to draw nigh unto God, and to worship Him in spirit and 
In truth. They have been favoured unitedly to partake of that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life (John vi. 27) ; and 
have returned from their silent assemblies with a humbling 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1832.] YEARLY MEETING. 249 

sense of the spiritual favours which they had received im- 
mediately from Him who is the way, the truth, and the life. 
(John xiv. 6.) *^ Instrumental ministry in the life and power of 
the gospel is a great favour to the church ; but the distinguishing 
excellence of the Christian dispensation is the immediate com- 
munication with our Heavenly Father, through the inward 
revelation of the Spirit of Christ. (Jer. xxxi. 31 — 84.) Let us, 
therefore, submit to the baptizing operations of the Holy Spirit, 
which purify the soul and produce the capacity for communion 
with God.'** Earnestly beseech the Lord, to grant you, in his 
mercy, the communion of the Holy Ghost ; at the same time 
pray that you may be preserved in reverent humility, steadfastly 
looking unto the Lord Jesus. Live in the pure and holy fear of 
God, striving to keep all his commandments. Then will at times 
be granted an inward persuasion, that Christ is indeed your 
Shepherd, and that you are of those who hear his voice; (John x. 
14 — 16;) faith and hope in the gospel, which give stability to 
the soul, will be experienced; and, being weaned from all 
inferior dependence, you may at times reverently apply the 
language, '' Lo, this is our God : we have waited for him, and 
he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.^^ (Isaiah xxv. 9.) 

Our views of the simple and spiritual character of the gospel 
of Christ, and of his immediate government of his Church, have 
led our religious Society conscientiously to refuse the payment 
of all ecclesiastical demands. We consider them as having their 
origin in the usurpation and exercise of a power which Jesus 
Christ never conferred; and, as it is a testimony to the supreme 
authority of our blessed Lord which we think it our duty to 
uphold, we earnestly exhort all our members to act in a meek 
and quiet spirit, and to maintain this testimony with consistency, 
as unto God and not unto men. The amount of distraints under 
this head, as now reported, is upwards of twelve thousand six 
hundred pounds, exclusive of a small sum for purposes of a 
military nature. 

Our conviction of the peaceable nature of the Christian dis- 
pensation has been often stated. We do not consider that the 
proper maintenance of this testimony prevents us from exercising 
our civil rights as members of the community, or interferes with 

* Yearly Meetmg Epistle, 1806. 
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oar acting as good and faithful subjects. On the contrary, we 
believe that the Christian religion leads to the performance of 
all civil as well as religious duties with the greatest propriety 
and advantage. At the same time we are convinced that, cir- 
cumstanced as we now are on these islands, our members are 
especially called to watchfulness and circumspection : the risk 
is great, when political excitement prevails, lest he, who would 
desire to walk as becomes a Christian, may be led, step by step, 
to take a part in proceedings which are not consistent with true 
religious principle, and may thus greatly hazard his growth in 
grace. We, therefore, tenderly but earnestly exhort all our 
dear friends to be very careful that they do not, by involving 
themselves in political questions, endanger their religious wel- 
fare, or that calmness of mind so important to the right per- 
formance of every Christian duty. 

Dear friends, in conclusion, we cordially bid you farewell in 
the Lord Jesus. May we each be found increasingly faithful in 
our respective allotments in the Church ; adorning the gospel 
in our daily intercourse with men; possessing ' our souls in 
patience, and striving to maintain the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace. '' Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.'' (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tukb, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1833. 

From the Xeablt Meeting, held in London, by Adjouenments, 

From the 22iid of the Fifth Month, to the 6th of the Sixth Month, 
inclosiYe, 1833. 

To the QfMrterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreat 
Britain^ Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In gathering together on the present occasion, and in present- 
ing ourselves before the Lord, we have been humbled in a sense 
of our manifold infirmities, and of the temptations of our rest- 
less adversary. Under these impressions we have been prepared 
to feel the force of the declaration, " Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it : except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.'' (Psal. cxxvii. 1.) 
And, with reverent gratitude, are we enabled to acknowledge^ 
that we have at this time been favoured with fresh tokens that 
the holy Head of the church is watching over us, and guarding 
us against the encroachments of the enemy ; and that, unworthy 
as we are of his notice. He would build us up together unto 
himself, as lively stones, compacted together. With this 
renewed evidence of the loving-kindness of the Lord, and of his 
condescension towards us, we are engaged again to salute you, 
in the words of the Apostle, '' Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you, through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord.'' (2 Pet, i. 2.) 

It is our earnest desire and prayer that the sorrowful and 
the feeble-minded may be comforted ; that the aged may be 
sustained by the hope of the everlasting gospel j the youth 
encouraged to surrender their hearts unto the Lord ; and those 
in the meridian of life constrained, by the love of Him who died 
for us, to devote themselves to his service. We sympathize 
with many of our beloved brethren and sisters on whom the 
Lord has been pleased to lay his chastening hand, whether they 
be affiicted in mind, body, or estate. And while we consider it 
a christian privilege to weep with them that weep, we heartily 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



252 EPISTLES FROM THE [1833. 

commend them to the tender compassions of the Saviour of men. 
He was made like unto his brethren^ that he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful High Priest : he was tempted in all points like 
as we are : and continues to be touched with a feeling of our 
infirmities : he is able to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him^ seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them. (Heb. iv. 15.) 

We believe there are more than a few among us^ who^ from 
the circumstances of the times^ are struggling with difficulties. 
May these be encouraged^ still to seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, in the consideration that their Heavenly 
Father knoweth all their need. It is those who walk in his fear 
and love to whom he most abundantly dispenses that grace by 
which they are enabled to put their trust in Him. Trust ye in 
the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength. (Isaiah xxvi. 4.) We affectionately recommend our 
dear friends who are thus circumstanced^ to exercise that moral 
courage which will enable them to contract their family expen- 
diture within their income ; and we would warn them not to 
delay this important duty, under expectation of what they may 
consider to be an improvement in the state of trade ; and which 
may not be realized. And may all our dear friends be careful 
how they enlarge their concerns^ with a view of increasing their 
means of support ; always bearing in mind, that godliness with 
contentment is great gain. (1 Tim. vi. 6.) 

We have reason to believe that friends^ in every part of the 
country^ continue to be faithfully attached to our ancient 
testimony against tithes and other ecclesiastical demands. The 
amount of distraints^ almost exclusively on these accounts, as 
now reported, is nearly thirteen thousand pounds. It is our 
firm conviction, that one of the purposes for which the Lord saw 
meet to raise us up as a people, was that we might become 
faithful witnesses against the corruptions which had found their 
way into his visible church ; yet we would affectionately remind 
you, that to maintain a controversy with error does not neces- 
sarily establish us in the truth ; that it is possible not to be 
conformed to the world, in many things, and, at the same time, 
not to be transformed by the renewing of our mind. We there- 
fore earnestly entreat our beloved friends, while steadfastly 
adhering to all our christian testimonies, not to rest satisfied 
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with anything short of that conversion of heart, that daily 
dependence upon God, and that entire obedience to his law, 
which constitute the very life of godliness. 

Besides other engagements which have occupied us at the 
present time, we have been employed in revising the rules and 
advices of the Society, of which a new and enlarged edition is 
about to be published. In the course of these proceedings we 
have had, with gratitude, to acknowledge the help mercifully 
afforded us, in conducting and terminating many weighty deli- 
berations. We have been much impressed with the value and 
importance of our christian discipline : we believe that our fore- 
fathers in the truth were graciously favoured with Divine aid in 
its establishment, and that it is in accordance with the simple 
principles of church government developed in the New Testa- 
ment. While it enjoins upon us to be subject one to another 
in love, it neither encroaches on true christian liberty, nor in 
any degree releases us from that individual dependence on the 
great Head of the church, and that obedience to His command- 
ments, without which we can have no claim to be regarded as 
members of the body of Christ. We highly esteem this institution 
as a means of preser^'^ation to us and to our children, and most 
earnestly do we desire that it may ever be administered by men 
of clean hands, in the spirit of meekness, and in the fear of God. 
And we affectionately recommend those who are advancing to 
manhood, justly to appreciate the care which our discipline 
extends over them ; to consider it a privilege to be subject to it, 
and, as occasions may arise, to contribute to uphold it. And 
whilst we fervently desire that the number of faithful labourers 
in word and doctrine may be increased, we wish to remind our 
dear friends, that the discipline of the church affords a wide 
sphere of usefulness to all who are' concerned for the prosperity 
of the cause of truth ; and little as, in some cases, our dear 
brethren and sisters may see of the fruit of their labours, we 
would at this time press it upon them not to relax in a pious 
watchful care over the flock. 

The reports which we have at this time received, of the state 
of our public schools have been satisfactory to us ; we believe 
they have been rendered a great blessing to our Society. Our 
sympathy and esteem are peculiarly due to those who are con- 
scientiously occupied in discharging the responsible duties 
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attached to the care of youth. With a right fulfilment of jaar 
trusty dear friends^ our hopes of a succeeding generation are 
intimately connected. Your calling is arduous^ but of eminent 
utility; and one in which you have abundant opt>ortunity to 
serve the Lord. You have especial need to seek for the wisdom 
which is from above ; but if^ through heavenly help^ you have 
been made instrumental in establishing correct moral habits and 
sound religious principles, however limited your sphere, you may 
hope to partake of the blessing of those who turn many to righte- 
ousness. (Dan. xii. 8.) We are religiously concerned that our 
young people of every class, whilst they are receiving that educa- 
tion which will fit them for usefulness in after life, may continue 
to be trained up in the knowledge and love of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and that they may, in humility and the fear of the Lord, examine 
for themselves the external evidences of the Christian religion. 
May they ever be preserved in that teachable, watchful, and 
tender state of mind in which they will be alive to the per- 
ceptible influence of the Holy Spirit, and in which the Lord will 
be pleased to grant them a right understanding of the way of 
life and salvation. 

Epistles addressed to this meeting have been received and 
read from our dear brethren in Ireland, and the several Yearly 
Meetings on the American continent, with the exception of 
Virginia, and have proved very acceptable to us. 

The degraded and demoralized state of the poor, in many 
parts of the United Kingdom, and the great extent of crime, 
have at this time deeply affected us. We therefore entreat 
friends, in their respective situations in town or country, to 
search out the causes of these things. We apprehend that 
among these causes will be found those abridgements of the 
comfort of the labourer, which tend to a wretched and disre- 
putable pauperism. We earnestly desire that Friends may be 
exemplary in their attention to this important subject ; and that 
they may encourage their neighbours, and unite with them in 
their endeavours, to apply a remedy to these evils. And seeing 
it is sin which separates the soul fit>m Grod, and that ignorance 
and intemperance, vice and irreligion, so much prevail among 
the inhabitants of the British Isles, we are desirous that our 
members may allow their sympathies to be awakened for these 
our fellow-subjects. And may their religious concern extend to 
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other parts of Cluristendom similarly circumstanced^ with an 
earnest desire that, under the blessing of Providence, they may 
be made instrumental to effect a real improvement in the 
domestic, moral, and religious state of our fellow-men. 

The deplorable condition of the heathen, and the degraded 
circumstances under which they are living, have been felt at 
this time, as well as in former years, to be truly affecting. 
And although no way appears to open for our adopting any 
specific measure, in order to communicate to them the know- 
ledge of the truths of the gospel, we earnestly recommend their 
benighted condition to the frequent remembrance and christian 
sympathy of all our members. There are various means of dif- 
fusing a knowledge of Christianity among them, which in no 
degree compromise our religious principles. The Holy Scrip- 
tures abundantly testify how offensive in the Divine sight are 
the abominations of idolatry ; and we desire that all may stand 
open to the intimations of the Heavenly Shepherd, and follow 
the leadings of his Spirit into such services as He may be pleased 
to appoint to them individually. We rejoice in the part which 
many of our members have taken in the general diffusion of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in promoting a Christian education of the 
poor in this and in other countries ; and we desire that these 
very important objects may receive the continued attention and 
support of Friends. 

We feel at this time a warm and affectionate solicitude that 
we may all strive, through the help of the Holy Spirit, to live 
up to that profession of the Christian religion, and to maintain 
those views of its simplicity, spirituality, and purity, which our 
Society has uniformly thought it right to uphold. And, as 
living faith in the doctrines of the gospel, and a practical obser- 
vance of the precepts and example of our blessed Lord, regulate 
our affections and conduct, we shall be enabled more correctly 
to perceive our individual places in the church. In the exercise 
of this faith and obedience, we shall become more weaned from 
the love of the world, and more filled with the love of God; and 
whether our lot be cast at home or abroad, in more civilized or 
in less enlightened countries, we shall be made instrumental in 
advancing that kingdom which is righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. (Bom. xiv. 17.) 

In former epistles we have often had occasion to express our- 
selves in language of commiseration, and even in terms of 
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discouragement^ on the long-continued oppression of the slaves 
in the colonies of the British Empire. In the course of the last 
two years, our fellow-countrymen, of various religious denomi- 
nations, have co-operated with increased zeal in advocating the 
cause of the oppressed. The righteousness of the law of Christ 
has been pleaded in these nations as an unanswerable argument 
for the total extinction of slavery. Within the same period of 
time, a variety of concurrent events have marked the hand of an 
overruling Providence ; and this cause of humanity and justice 
has made its way to an unparalleled extent. It is with reverent 
thanksgiving to our Almighty Father in heaven, that we now 
look forward to the termination of this cruel and disgraceful 
system as an event not far distant. The government of the 
country has, in effect, recognized the grand principle, that man 
should hold no property in the person of his fellow-man ; and 
the House of Commons are engaged in legislating upon this 
deeply-interesting question. We humbly commend these pro- 
ceedings to the blessing of the Most High. May it please Him, 
to whom the cause of the poor and afflicted is precious, to 
influence our rulers to the enactment of such just and equal 
laws as shall place the enslaved negroes in full possession of 
those rights and liberties to which they are entitled equally with 
ourselves. 

And now, in conclusion, dear friends, be kindly affectioned one 
to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another. 
(Rom. xii. 10.) May we labour after an increase of that fellowship 
and sympathy in which we can bear one another's burdens ; and 
in which, if one member of the church suffer, the others can suffer 
with it, and if one be honoured, the others can rejoice with it. 
May it be the prayer of us all, that the charity which hopeth, 
believeth, and endureth all things, may increase and abound 
amongst us. Bear one with the other in meekness and love, 
amidst the infirmities of flesh and spirit. Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject 
one to another, and be clothed with humility; (1 Pet. v. 5 ;) 
and may we every one so hold out to the end, that when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, we may each receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. (1 Pet. v. 4.) 

Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tukb, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1834. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2l8t of the Fifth Month, to the 30th of the same, 
inclusiye, 1834. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have renewed cause to acknowledge the loving^kindness 
and faithfulness of the Lord, who, in his unfailing mercy, hath 
again permitted us to meet, and to proceed in our various 
deliberations in brotherly kindness and condescension. He has 
granted us, during the time of our being together, fresh proofs 
of his love : and we desire reverently to adopt the language, — 
Blessed be God, who hath not turned away our prayers, nor his 
mercy from us. (Psalm Ixvi. 20.) 

Great indeed is the love of God. How wonderfully was it 
manifested both in the creation of man after his image, and in 
giving his Son to redeem mankind from the sad effects of the 
fall. How has he displayed his love, in the providential care 
of the workmanship of his hands, and in the many blessings 
conferred upon the church of Christ I He has manifested his 
goodness in numberless ways to the inhabitants of this empire. 
Peace has for many years prevailed in this land, and also in 
most of the nations of Europe. Our feelings are not harrowed 
up, as in years past, with narratives of the horrors of wars 
in which this country was involved; but let us not hence 
be forgetful of the calamities inseparable from this dreadful 
scourge. We should strive, in single dependence upon divine 
protection, each to illustrate his views of the reign of the 
Messiah by the forgiveness of injuries, by living in the peace- 
able spirit of the gospel, and by diffusing its benign influence, 
as far as we are enabled to do so, upon all around us. We are 
comforted in the belief that our Christian principles as regards 
all war are spreading in the world. May we, as opportunities 
present themselves, promote by every means in our power, the 
brotherhood of the nations of the earth. Let us never forget 

VOL. II. s 
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that the direct tendency of the law of Christ is to establish good 
will amongst men ; and to make way for the coming of that day 
when wars shall cease nnto the end of the earth. And may we 
all so live as to be prepared^ should the trial come upon us^ to 
support this Christian testimony in meekness and faithfulness. 

In a former epistle We adverted to the pestilence which was 
spreading in various parts of this nation^ exciting terror and 
alarm among the people. And now that it has almost dis- 
appeared^ how is our anxiety allayed ! Grod has spared us — 
have those vows been performed, which were made in moments 
of distress and fear? Has the soul been tuore devoted, since 
those solemn seasons, to the service of our gracious Benefactor ? 
He giveth us fruitful seasons^ filling our hearts with food and 
gladness. (Acts xiv. 17.) Doth this lead us to consider the wants 
and bufferings of the poor ? We again warmly recommend to 
friends, as far as may be in their power, to increase the domestic 
comfort of these, and to make themselves acquainted with the 
real condition of such, in their respective neighbourhoods. Let 
this be done with a view also to improve their moral and 
religious character, and to provide for the Christian education 
of their children. 

A review of past and present mercies ought to cause our 
hearts to overflow with gratitude and love. As the love of God 
prevails, it leads us to love one another : but how often even 
whilst man is in the enjoyment of this blessing, does the enemy 
of his happiness endeavour to scatter and divide I We there<- 
fore |>res8 it upon every one to examine, whether he is dis- 
tingiHshed by this badge of discipleship. Maintain that charity 
which suffereth long, and is kind : put the best constructioA 
fipon the conduct and ^nions one of another which cir^- 
cmnstalices wiU warrant. Take heed, dear friends, with aH 
ditigenoe, both in smaU meetings and in large ones, that the 
enemy produce no dissensions among you ; that nothing like a 
party spirit be ^ever suffered to prevail. Let each be tender <t£ 
the reputation of lus brother ; let every one be earnest to possess 
the oiteam^it of a meek and quiet spirit. Watch over one 
another for good but not for evil; and whilst ndt blind to the 
faults or false views of others, be especially careful not to make 
them « topic of common conversaticn. And even in cases in 
which occasion may require thart the faitings of others should 
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be disclosed^ be well satisfied^ before tliey are made the subject 
of ooBfidential communication^ either verbally or by letter^ that 
your own motives are sufficiently pure. How beautifully are 
the origin, the motive, and the effect of love set forth by the 
Apostle John^ in the fourth chapter of his first epistle. Meditate 
again and again upon the comprehensive nature of this heavenly 
virtue, as there described. 

Dear friends, the remembrance of the Lord's mercies ought 
to stimulate us to an increase of love and obedience unto him. 
To the simple-hearted follower of Christ, his ycike is indeed 
found to be easy, and his burthen light. But it is well for 
those who have made some progress in the Christian race, 
seriously to consider whether they are now bearing their daily 
cross. Let us, in our intercourse in the world, prove that we 
are striving to live as strangers and pilgrims upon earth; 
desiring a heavenly country, and to be inhabitants of that city, 
which God hath prepared for the faithful in Christ Jesus. An 
earnestness of spirit to walk before the Lord in the path of self- 
denial, leads to a strict examination of our conduct, in the light 
of Christ. A due sense of our transgressions, and of our viola- 
tions of the righteous law of God, produces deep self-abasement. 
The blessedness of having an interest in Christ is then felt ; and 
we are led in faith to ask through Him that our sins may be 
forgiv6n for his sake. O I the loveliness, the safety, and the 
peace of an abiding state of true humility before a just, and 
pure, and holy God. It brings us to speak with reverence of 
his great name ; it softens any hard feelings towards our fellow- 
men ; and leads us to think of their failings with compassion 
and pity. As watchfulness and prayer are maintained, the 
strength of easily besetting sins is diminished, a humble 'con- 
fidence is begotten that victory over them will be given, and 
that an inheritance will be granted among the saints in light. 

Ldstructive memorials have been read in this meeting, of 
some long beloved and honoured amongst us. Who, we 
reverently believe, have received the gift of eternal life, and 
entered into their rest. We feel from year to year the loss 
of those who have humbly endeavoured to live in the fear of 
the Lord, and to perform their allotted duties in their respec- 
tive places of abode, and rightly to occupy their talents in the 
church of Christ. On their behalf we rcrjoice, and we desire 

s 2 
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that those who have been long united with them in the promo- 
tion of truth and righteousness, may be enabled to rejoice also. 
We turn to our dear elder brethren and sisters, often cast down 
and tried with the infirmities and pains of declining years ; and 
desire that the Lord may be pleased to apply to their drooping 
spirits his ancient promise through the mouth of the prophet : 
" The mountains shall depart, and the hiUs be removed ; but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy 
on thee/' (Isaiah liv. 10.) 

In connexion with these reflections. we think with great 
solicitude of those in early years, and of others entering upon 
the more responsible duties of life. We have been instructed 
in observing that many of our departed friends yielded to the 
visitations of the love of Gk)d in the morning of their day, and 
that they endured many humiliations consequent upon their 
submission to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They proved in 
the midst of many trials the sufficiency of this Divine Teacher; 
and in the solemn prospect of eternity, faith in the mediation 
and in the propitiatory offering of Christ enabled them, whilst 
passing through the valley of the shadow of death, to look 
towards those joys which await the righteous. How animating 
are these examples! Dear young friends, we again beseech 
you to surrender yourselves to the humbling power of the Holy 
Spirit. Our Lord himself declared, " No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him.'' (John vi. 44.) 
Come thus unto Christ, your compassionate and merciful 
Saviour ; follow the drawings of his love. Except you are bom 
again you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. Obey the 
teachings of the grace of God, denying all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts. Walk in the narrow way, for it leadeth unto 
life. Patiently endure the heart-cleansing operations of the 
Spirit of truth. Bear the cross, despising the shame. Submit 
your wills to the government of Christ. Let private retirement 
be your daily engagement ; this practice has been blessed to 
many. Commune with your own hearts, and be still before the 
Lord. Bead and meditate often upon the Holy Scriptures in 
private; humbly desiring that their blessed precepts and 
heavenly doctrines may be applied to your respective wants, to 
your growth in grace^that you may know an advancement in 
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the spiritual life, in that life which is hid with Christ in God — 
that you may be brought to have fellowship with the Father 
and with the Son. We tenderly and earnestly invite you to 
wait in silence before the Lord, and to pray that he may be 
pleased to manifest to you his will. As you bow to small 
manifestations of duty, you will go on from strength to 
strength ; and if it shoidd please the Lord to make you instru- 
ments of usefulness in his hand, seek not your own glory, but 
his glory ; war not in your own strength, but in that strength 
which he confers on those who trust only in Him. As this 
simple dependence upon Christ as your Shepherd and Leader 
increases, we trust that you will be brought more highly to 
value those views of Christian doctrine and practice which 
distinguish us as a religious society &om our fellow Chris- 
tians : — views which were dear to our predecessors in the truth, 
and are still dear to us. And as you are exercised before the 
Lord, that you may be guided by his counsel, that he may 
direct your paths, constantly bearing in mind that it is by one 
offering that God hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified, (Heb. X. 14,) you will be permitted in living faith to 
come to that fountain which He hath opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for un* 
cleanness. (Zech. xiii. 1.) 

We feel for those in the responsible station of parents, who 
have to provide for their sons. Dear friends, seek first for them 
and for yourselves the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
Be diligent and patient in your endeavours to place them where 
they may be shielded from many of the temptations to which 
youth are exposed. Our sympathy is awakened for our young 
men who are sent out as commercial travellers. This occupa- 
tion renders it highly important to maintain, through holy aid, 
a firm and Christian course of conduct. The employment leads 
to the frequenting of inns. The company there met with is 
often inimical to a growth in grace, and exposes to intem- 
perance and other vices. When young men are thus from 
home, we affectionately exhort them to seek the company of 
Friends, and gratefully to avail themselves of those kind and 
hospitable attentions which are offered to them. It is very im- 
portant that their arrangements be such, as that they can spend 
the first day of the week where our meetings for worship are 
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held; and, as far as practicable, to attend also a week-day 
meeting. 

Excess in drinking is a sin highly offensive in the Divine 
sight, productive of misery, often the forerunner of ruin, and 
endangering the eternal interests of the soul. When at inns, 
or in the social circle, and indeed under any circumstance, we 
affectionately entreat every one of our members wholly to dis- 
countenance so baneful a practice. It is our duty to uphold 
the high standard of Christian principle, to act in accordance 
with the pure morality of the gospel, and to obey the compre- 
hensive injunction of the Apostle : '* Whether, therefore, ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of Grod.'' 
(1 Cor. X. 31.) 

Our dear friends in Ireland, and those of th€ several Yearly 
Meetings of North America, have been again brought near to 
\\9 in Christian fellowship by the usual epistolary int^course 
which passes between us. 

In the course of last year, by an Act of the legislature, our 
affirmation has been rendered valid in all cases in which an oath 
was before required. This measure of the government was 
brought forward and adopted without any solicitation on the 
part of Friends. It has led us to look back to the rise of our 
Society, when many of our pious predecessors were subjected to 
long and grievous sufferings on account of their steadfast attach- 
ment to the Lord Jesus, refusing to violate his express com- 
mand, " Swear not at all/' (Matt* v. 34.) A faithful maintenance 
of this Christian testimony, in reliance on our Holy Redeemer, 
has been uniformly upheld by Friends as a body ; and we are 
instructed in observing how way has been made for the full 
recognition of our civil rights in this matter. Reflecting upon 
the duties which are to be performed by those who are called to 
make an affirmation in courts of justice, we desire that the 
solemn nature of their engagement maybe duly considered, and 
manifested in their deportment. We are concerned, that on all 
such occasions, our members may be encouraged to follow the 
dictates of a tender and enlightened conscience; and to ask 
wisdom of Him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not. How 
different is oar condition from that of our early Friends I they 
were treated with insult and contempt, and subjected to the 
arbitrary rule and caprice of unfeeling men. It is our place to 
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be closely on our {pwrd^ that the courtesy and respect which 
we now meet with in society^ do not insensibly cause us to 
dlepart from strict integrity and consistency of conduct; ^nd to 
take heed that the caresses of the world in nowise lead us frojoo^ 
a faithful adherence to the law of Go4. By the passing of this 
Act our members will be placed in new^ and it may be^ ii^ 
trying circumstances : this is a^ loud call upon i^s to ^ faJith-i 
folly, and with great watchfulness and humility. 

The Bill for the abolition of slavery in the British colonies^ 
which was before Parliament when we last met, has passed vito 
a law ; and on the first of the Eighth Month next, slayery U to 
cease in the colonies of Great Britain. Some provisions are 
attached to this Act, the insertion of which we regret. We, at 
the same time, think it right to express our gratitude to God, 
in that he has been pleased to incline the hearts of our rulers 
to this act of national justice and mercy. Here again we look 
back to the faithful, persevering labours of our dear friends of 
former days, when, simply following those principles of justice 
and equity which the gospel enjoins, they bore their testimony 
to the unrighteousness of man holding his fellow man in 
bondage. To the spread of this view of the subject we attri- 
bute^ under Divine Providence, the removal of this system of 
iniquity. It may truly be said to have been hastened in the 
Lord's time — such were the singular providences brought to 
bear upon the public feeling, and upon the legislature^ that 
none could point to the result as prising from their individual 
efforts, and the lesson was renewedly sealed on the Qh^sticga 
mind, that the Lord ruleth amongst the children of meu. We 
commend the moral and religious condition of these our Ico^- 
injured feUow-subjects to the continued interest of our meiu^ 
hers; and we consider, that until the restrictions now imposed 
upon them, in the possession of their freedom, are wholly 
removed, they should, more especially, obtain the nptice of the 
friends of humanity and justice. We have rejoiced iu the just 
views which aro recognised in these two measures. A due 
respect for the rights of conscience, and the full extensiuu of 
civil and religious liberty to all daases of the community, are 
consistent with true Christian principles^, the only basis for 
sound legislation. May it please Pivine Providence, so to 
influence the hearts of our rulers, that these priuciples shall be 
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more and more apparent in all their measures for the welfare of 
the country. 

Slavery has long been a subject of correspondence, and of com* 
mon interest, between us and our brethren in North America. 
Our sympathy is afresh excited for them, on reflecting upon their 
situation, more especially in the slave states; and also, upon the 
condition of the slaves and the free people of colour. On con- 
sidering the privations of this last-mentioned class, that even in 
those states of North America where slavery does not exist, 
there are very few of them who participate in the common 
rights of citizens, we should rejoice to hear that these un- 
righteous distinctions were wholly done away ; and we earnestly 
desire, that the Lord may be pleased, in his great mercy, to 
open a way for the peaceable extinction of slavery in the United 
States. And may our dear friends in that country be enabled, 
in the light of Christ, to see the part which they have to take 
in urging the adoption of sound Christian measures, for the re- 
moval of this load of guilt from their land. 

Accounts of the sufferings of our friends in Great Britain 
and Ireland, in support of our Christian testimony against tithes, 
and other ecclesiastical demands, to the amount of upwards of 
eleven thousand nine hundred pounds, have been now received 
and read. We continue to desire that this testimony may be 
maintained in the spirit of meekness, and in consistency with 
our high profession. We entreat friends to be careful, that no 
political considerations disqualify them from rightly supporting 
this testimony, and to bear in mind that it is not upheld, that 
it never was upheld by us, on any other than Christian grounds. 
In consequence of the proposed changes now before parliament, 
in regard to the law respecting tithes, and some other ecclesias- 
tical demands, we have thought it right again to petition the 
legislature for the entire removal of these and all similar 
imposts. Whether the time is near at hand for our being 
relieved &om them, or whether an adherence to our views of 
primitive Christianity is to be put to the test for a longer 
period, may we possess our souls in patience, and not shrink 
from suffering should greater difficulties ensue. Our religious 
society has always maintained a steadfast attachment to the 
government of our country; and enjoined and practised a 
cheerful submission to its laws when conscience was not 
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Violated. We caution Friends everywhere to cherish a peace- 
able and quiet spirit ; and^ on all occasions of popular excite- 
ment^ to act as becometh meek^ humble, self-denying Christians. 
In conclusion^ we reverently offer our aspirations to the Most 
High^ that it may please Him to continue his mercies to us ; to 
preserve us in fear before him^ and to give us grace, yet more 
and more to love one another with a pure heart fervently. 
(1 Peter i. 22.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tuke, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1835. 

From the Yeahly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month, to the 30th of the same, 
inclusive, 1835, 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We consider it to be a cause for humble thankfulness that we 
have been again permitted to assemble as a religious body, and 
to conduct the concerns of the Society in brotherly love. In 
the flowing of this love we again address you, and tenderly salute 
you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Epistles have been received^ as in former years, from our 
friends in Lreland and North America, which have been very 
acceptable to this meeting ; and we have felt satisfaction in 
maintaining a friendly intercourse with our beloved distant 
brethren. 

The sense which we have now been permitted to enjoy of the 
overshadowing wing of divine goodness, has afforded a renewed 
evidence that we are, as a church, built on that foundation than 
which no other can be laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Our forefathers in the truth were, as we believe, remarkably 
visited with the day-spring from on high ; and under the fresh 
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and powerful iaflueuces of the Holy Ghost, were enabled to 
proclaim among men the purity and spirituaUty of the gospel q£ 
our Redeemer. 

They profess to be instructed in no new truths; they had 
nothing to add to the faith once delivered to the saints; they 
cordially acknowledged the divine authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; they were deeply versed in the contents of the sacred 
volume ; and they openly confessed that whatsoever doctrine or 
practice is contrary to its declarations must be " accounted and 
reckoned a delusion of the devil/' But it was evidently their 
especial duty^ in the Christian church, to call away their 
fellow-men from a dependence upon outward forms, to invite 
their attention to the witness for God in their own bosoms, and 
to set forth the immediate and perceptible operations of the 
Holy Spirit. 

It was given them to testify that this divine influence was 
to be experienced not only in connection with the outward means 
of religious instruction, but in the striving of the Spirit with a 
dark and unregenerate world ; and in those gracious visitations 
to the mind of man, which are independent of every external 
circumstance. 

Nothing could be more clear than the testimony which they 
bore to the eternal divinity of the Son of God, to his coming in 
the flesh, and to his propitiatory offering, on the cross, for the 
sins of the whole world ; and they rejoiced in the benefits of the 
Christian revelation, by which these precious truths are made 
known to mankind. They went forth to preach the gospel, 
under a firm conviction that in consequence of this one sacrifice 
for sin, all men are placed in a capacity of salvation. And they 
called on their hearers to mind the light of the Spirit of Christ, 
that they might be thereby convinced of their transgressions, 
and led to a living faith in that precious blood through which 
alone we can receive the forgiveness of our sins, and be made 
partakers of the blessed hope of life everlasting. 

We wish to assure our dear fiiends everywhere, that we still 
retain the same unalterable principles, and desire to be enabled, 
under every variety of circumstance, steadily to uphold them. 

While we are anxious that all our members should exercise 
a daily diligence in the perusal of the sacred volume, we wovld 
earnestly invite them to wait and pray for that divine immediate 
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teachings which can alone effectually illominate its. pages^ and 
iinfold their contents to the eye of the soul. *^ For what man 
knoweth the things of a man^ save the spirit of man which is in 
him ? even so the things of Ood knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of Grod.*' (1 Cor. ii. 11.) As this is our humble endeavour, the 
various features of divine truth will be gradually unfolded to the 
seeking mind. We beseech you, dear friends, carefully to avoid 
all partial and exclusive views of religion^ for these have ever 
been found to be the nurse of error. The truth as it is in Jesus 
forms a perfect whole ; its parts are not to be contrasted, much 
less opposed to each other. They all consist in beautiful har- 
mony; they must be gratefully accepted in their true complete- 
ness^ and applied with all diligence to their practical purpose. 
That purpose is the renovation of our fellen nature, and the 
salvation of our never-dying souls. 

How precious is it to remember that in the prosecution of this 
great object^ the humble Christian is strengthened, by the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Ghost^ for his race of righteousness^ and 
is famished with an infallible inward guide to true holiness* 
The pride of his heart is broken down by a power beyond his 
own; his dispositions are rectified; and now he can listen to 
that still small voice of IsraePs Shepherd^ in the soul, which 
guides to the practice of every virtue. We beseech you, dear 
friends, not to rest satisfied with a mere notion of this blessed 
doctrine, but to apply it with all watchfulness and diligence to 
your daOy life and conversation. Thus alone can we escape 
from the spirit of the world, with all its covetousness and vanity, 
maintain the true simplicity and integrity of the Christian 
character, and finally perfect '^ holiness, in the fear of God.'^ 
(a Cor. vii. 1.) 

The distraints made on our members during the last year for 
tithes and other ecclesiastical demands, amount to upwards of 
twelve thousand eight hundred pounds ; and one Friend is now 
suffering imprisonment in the jail at Carlow in Ireland, in con- 
sequence of his conscientious refusal to pay tithes. 

In communicating this information, we wish to remind you, 
that one important result of the immediate influence of the 
Spirit, is the distribution of gifts in the church for the edification 
of the body. The testimony which, as a society, we have long 
borne to the freedom and spirituality of the Christian ministry. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



268 EPISTLES FROM THE [1835. 

is^ we trust, increasingly understood in the worlds and never 
was the stedfast maintenance of it more necessary than at 
present. Let ns never forget that there can be no right appoint- 
ment to the sacred office, except by the call of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, nor any true qualification for the exercise of the gift, 
except by the direct and renewed influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us not fail to bear in mind that these influences are not at 
our command, and that unless they are distinctly bestowed for 
the purpose, no offerings, either in preaching or prayer, can ever 
be rightly made in our assemblies for divine worship. 

We entreat our dear friends not to be weary or ashamed of 
their public silent waiting upon God. It is a noble testimony 
to the spirituality of true worship — to our sense of the weak- 
ness and ignorance of man, and of the goodness and power of 
the Almighty. May our dependence, on these occasions, be 
placed on that gracious Saviour, who promised to be with his 
disciples when gathered together in his name. (Matt, xviii. 20.) 
May we be found reverently sitting at his feet ; and in the silence 
of all flesh, may we yet know Him, to teach us, who teacheth as 
never man taught. In order to experience this great blessing, 
it is absolutely necessary that we should guard against a care- 
less and indolent state of mind, and should maintain that patient 
and diligent exercise of soul before the Lord, without which our 
meetings cannot be held in the life and power of truth. 

We would remind our young friends who have received a 
guarded and religious education amongst us, that they can never 
be living members of the church of Christ, without baptism. 
And what is the baptism which can thus unite them in fellow* 
ship with the body ? " not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh,*' (1 Pet. iii. 21,) or the performance of any external rite ; — 
it is " the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost/* (Titus iii. 5.) Never forget, we beseech you, that vain 
will be the advantages which you have derived firom the teach- 
ing of your fellow men, unless you are truly bom of the Spirit, 
and become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

While we confess our continued conviction that all the cere- 
monies of the Jewish law were fulfilled and finished by the 
death of Christ, and that no shadows, in the worship of Grod^ 
were instituted by our Lord, or have any place in the Christian 
dispensation, we feel an earnest desire that wc may all be par- 
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takers of the true supper of the Lord. (Rev. iii. 20.) Let us 
ever hold in solemn and thankful remembrance^ the one great 
sacrifice for sin. Let us seek for that living faith^ by which 
we may be enabled to eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink 
his blood. For, said our blessed Lord, " Except ye cat the flesh 
of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.'' 
(John vi. 53.) Thus will our souls be replenished and satisfied, 
and our strength renewed in the Lord. 

We are solicitous that friends, everywhere, may be encouraged 
to cultivate a greater depth of religious experience ; that they 
may avoid all evil surmisings, all party spirit, all unholy zeal ; 
that they may be clothed in the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ, and be abundantly endued with that precious charity 
which is the bond of perfectness. 

The unity which, as a society, we have long enjoyed, is indeed 
attended with many advantages, both civil and religious. It is 
a means of strength, and a source of much happiness; and 
we would exhort all our members to watch unto prayer, that 
they may be enabled, by the grace of our Holy Head, to pre- 
serve it inviolate. 

May '^ the Grod of all grace who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have sufi^ered awhile, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." (1 Pet. v. 
10, 11.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tuke, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1836, 

Fbom the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouhnments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month, to the 38th of the same, 
inclusive, 1836. 

To the Quarter^ and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Feiends, 

We salute you m the love of the everlasting gojpel j fervently 
desiring that grace, mercy, and peace, may abound towards you 
from Grod the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ our 'Saviour. 

Oar meeting has been large, and we have cause thankfully to 
acknowledge that the great Head of the church who has often 
made himself known amongst us on these solemn occasions, 
has not withdrawn his presence from us, but has again per- 
mitted us to rejoice in his favour. We desire that we may yet 
^more and more approve ourselves the true disciples of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by evincing a fervent love one towards another. 
The grace of brotherly love has long marked our society as a 
Christian community ; it is at all times acceptable in the sight 
of our Father in heaven, and may it ever be preserved amongst 
us. The maintenance of a close watch against everything which 
tends to break in upon this precious bond, is an evidence that 
the life of religion is vigorous in the soul. The spirit of 
enmity is truly the spirit of the devil. How comprehensive 
is the precept of our blessed Lord, ''All things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.*' 
(Matt. vii. 12.) The carrying out of this principle in our indi- 
vidual conduct, would exclude all evil surmising, and harsh and 
hasty judging one of another, and would be one great means of 
maintaining the church in harmony and spiritual health : how 
tender would it make us of the reputation one of another j how 
careful not to oflFend, and equally careful not to receive offence- 
We earnestly press it upon friends every where, that, at all 
times, and under all circumstances, they labour to cultivate so 
holy and heavenly a spirit. 
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We have received an epistle from our friends in Ireland^ and 
one from each of the Yearly Meetings in America; and have 
felt that it is good thus to have our dear brethren brought to 
our affectionate remembrance. 

The amount of the sufferings of our members for tithes and 
other ecclesiastical demands^ including the charges of distraint^ 
reported to this meetings is upwards of eleven thousand one 
hundred potmds. The friend whom we noticed last year as a 
prisoner in the jail at Carlow in Ireland^ in support of our 
andent Christian testimony against tithes^ has^ after m months' 
confinement^ been liberated undeir the authority of a clause in 
an Act of the Legislature^ passed during the last session of 
Parliament. 

Often as our religious society has declared its belief in the 
divine authority of the Holy Scriptures^ and upheld the sacred 
volume as the only divinely authorized record of the doctrines 
of true religion^ we believe it right at this time to revive some 
important declarations of Scripture itself on the subject. It is 
expressly declared by the apostle Peter, that ^^the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man : but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.'^ (2 Peter i. 21.) 
The apostle John declares respecting the gospel which he wrote, 
'* These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God ; and that, believing, ye might have 
life dirough his name.'^ (John xx. 31.) Very pertinent and com*- 
prehensive is the language which the apostle Paul addressed to 
Timothy ; ^' Prom a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.'' (2 Tim. 
iii. 16 — 17.) Again the apostle says, '* Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.**' 
(Bom. rv. 4.) Finally, our blessed Lord, in reference to those 
divine writings of which the grand object^ in accordance with 
his own declaration, was to testify of himself, emphatically 
declares " the Scripture cannot be broken.''' (John x. 35.) 

Although most of these passages relate to the (Hd Testament, 
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oar society has always freely acknowledged that the principles 
developed in them^ are equally applicable to the writings of the 
evangelists and apostles. In conformity with these principles 
it has ever been, and still is^ the belief of the Society of Friends^ 
that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and new Testament were 
given by inspiration of God ; that therefore the declarations con- 
tained in them rest on the authority of God himself; and there 
can be no appeal from them to any other authority whatsoever : 
that they are able to make us wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus ; being the appointed means of making 
known to us the blessed truths of Christianity : that they are 
the only divinely authorized record of the doctrines which we 
are bound as Christians to believe^ and of the moral principles 
which are to regulate our actions : that no doctrine which is 
not contained in them can be required of any one to be believed 
as an article of faith : that whatsoever any man says or does^ 
which is contrary to the Scriptures, though under profession of 
the immediate guidance of the Spirit, must be reckoned and 
accounted a mere delusion. 

We trust, however, that none of our members will content 
themselves with merely entertaining a sound view on this sub- 
ject ; but that they will remember that the Holy Scriptures are 
given to us that they may be diligently used, and that we may 
obtain a right understanding of them in the fear of the Lord. 
Let us never forget that their main purpose is, under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, to bring us to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that by a living operative faith in Him, we may obtain recon- 
ciliation with the Father, and be made partakers of everlasting 
life. 

As the Holy Spirit influences our hearts, and enlightens our 
understandings, we are brought to a lively apprehension of the 
character and offices of the Messiah ; and Christ, received hj 
faith into the soul and ruling there by his Spirit, becomes our 
sure and only hope of glory. We have always held, that the 
reliance of the penitent soul for the forgiveness of sins and for 
acceptance with our Heavenly Father, must ever be placed on 
the sole ground of the free mercy of God in Christ Jesus. " For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
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through faith in his bloody to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past^ through the forbearance of 
God : — that he might be just^ and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus." (Rom. iii. 23 — 26.) 

"We think it right plainly to declare^ that we have never 
acknowledged any principle of spiritual lights life or holiness, 
inherent by nature in the mind of man. Like our early friends, 
we believe in no principle whatsoever of spiritual light, life, or 
holiness, except the influence of the Holy Spirit of Gtod, bestowed 
on mankind in various measures and degrees through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We are deeply solicitous that the precious 
doctrine of the Holy Ghost, as plainly unfolded by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his apostles, may be maintained amongst us 
in all its fulness. May we never depart, in word, or deed, from 
that Christian profession of faith in regard to it which has been 
BO carefully cherished by the Society of Friends, from its first 
rise to the present day. This is a subject on which we may 
venture to appeal to the experience of many of our dear friends 
in various conditions of life, who have enjoyed but few outward 
advantages. There are those of this description, as well as 
others, we fully believe, who have known much of the firee and 
immediate visitations of the Holy Spirit. Submit yourselves, 
dear friends, to these visitations ; accept them as evidence of the 
continued and unmerited goodness of God to your souls : they 
bring the mind into tenderness and contrition before the Lord, 
present the blessed truths of the gospel as they are recorded in 
Scripture with clearness to the imderstanding, fix the heart on 
Jesus, yoke down the evil propensities of the natural man, and 
lead to the patient bearing of the firuit of the Spirit ; " love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance." (Gal. v. 22, 23.) To this list of Christian virtues, 
we may add that godly sincerity and sterling integrity, in which 
the Christian endeavours to maintain a conscience void of offence 
towards Grod and man. 

We would remind you of the encouragement which the Lord 
Jesus has given us to a fervent exercise of soul for this divine 
influence : " If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children : how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him V (Luke 
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xi. 18.) We entreat our dear friends everywhere to strive after 
a life of true holiness and devotedness to Ood ; a life sprin^g 
out of that state of mind in which self is kept in subjection 
under the power of the Lord Almighty. 

May we all of us be enabled to say with the apostle^ ^^ lam 
crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God^ who loved me^ and gave him* 
self for me.'' (Gal. ii. 20.) When such shall come to be more 
generally our experience^ the truth as it is in Jesus will iodeed 
flourish amongst us ; and^ under his grace and government, our 
blessed portion will be the '^ unity of the Spirit ia the hond of 
peace.'' 

Signed^ in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tukb, 
dfirk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1837. 

From the Yeaely Meetino^ bxjj> in London, bt Adioueniients, 

From the 24th of the. Fifth Month^ to the 2nd of the Sixth Months 
incluslye, 1837. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Frienda, in OreaS 
Britain, Ireland, and ehowhere. 

Deae Peiends, 
In coming together as a Christian church, to watch over and 
regulate the affairs of our religious society, and to promote, aa 
ability may be afforded, the ca^se of truth and righteousneaa, 
we have again been made sensible, in the midst of many conflicts 
and discouragements, of the condescending goodness of oar 
Holy Head, Christ Jesus the Lord;^-our strength has been 
renewed, and we have been refreshed together j our fellowship 
in Christ has been confirmed; and, in that love which haa 
brought us near one to the other, we salute you in Christian 
sympathy and affection, and would bid ouc brethren ev&rywhsn 
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to take comfort in Christy to put on strength in his name, and 
to seek to be clothed with the whole armour of God< (Eph. 
vi. 11.) 

We believe that to many of those who love the truth, and are 
willing to suffer for the sake of their Lord, the present must 
be acknowledged to be a day of peculiar trial. The Lord may 
appoint it to his people to pass through the fire ; but there is 
support for them in the persuasion, that under no circumstances 
is the church more the object of the care and love of her Saviour 
than in her times of deepest tribulation : it is then that she is 
best prepared to take her part in those precious promises which 
are her sure inheritance in every age, — " 1 will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.'* (Heb. xiii. 5.) '* When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee : when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee.'' (Isaiah xliii, 2.) We acknowledge, that as a church we 
have fallen very short of our high calling in Jesus Christ. The 
world, and the things of the world, have but too generally spread 
their deadening influence over us, and the warning voice needs 
to be sounded amongst us, " Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain, that aa*e ready to die.'' (Rev. iii. 2.) The 
Lord is laying his hand upon us. He knoweth when the fruit- 
bearing branches need purging. Let it be an encouragement to 
us in every day of proving, under whatever circumstances it may 
be brought upon us, that His wise and blessed purpose is, that 
all our humiliations should work towards our more abundant 
fiiiitfuiness ; even that the firuit-bearing branches should bring 
forth more fruit. 

The servants of Christ have ever been distinguished from the 
woi^ld, by the holiness, the self-denial, the unfeigned humility, 
and the godly circumspection of their evcry-day walk in Kfe. 
A broad and well defined line of demarcation is drawn by the 
doctrine and precepts of the New Testament between the true 
Christian and the man of the world. Not only must the believer 
be no longer conformed to this world, but he must be trans- 
formed by the renewing of his mind. This, dear friends, we 
need not say, is' no transient or superficial work, it Hes deep in 
the heart ; it is in our fallen and corrupt nature that the pride 
of life and the lusts of the flesh find their prcqper soil > and it is - 
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to the heart that God applies the remedy which^ in his abundant 
grace^ He has provided for us in the gospel of his Son, that we^ 
through repentance towards Him and living faith in Christ, 
may be converted from the error of our ways and from the love 
of the world, and be enabled to walk in his commandments. 
We desire for our dear friends, and for ourselves individually, 
that we may all come unflinchingly and unreservedly to the 
great question, Are we of Christ, or are we of the world ? If we 
know Christ to have died for us, and really to rule in us by his 
Spirit, we shall no more live unto ourselves ; but, through the 
help of the Lord, we shall, day by day, live unto Him who died 
for us and rose again. The true follower of Christ sets no limits 
to his allegiance to his Lord : quickened by his Spirit, animated 
by his love, and trusting with simple faith in his power, the 
language of his heart is. Draw me and I will run after thee. 
(Canticles i. 4.) Thus it was with the early Christians; and 
these we believe were the principles which actuated our prede- 
cessors in their simple and devoted allegiance to Christ. It was 
in love to their Redeemer, and through the fear of God resting 
upon their minds, that they renounced the world : they entered 
into no compromise with its spirit, and thus they were enabled 
to see and uphold the standard of true Christian simplicity. Our 
ancient testimony to 'plainness of speech, behaviour, and 
apparel,' springs from this root ; and we are engaged to express 
our earnest desire, not only that it may be steadily maintained 
amongst us, but that the principle of true Christian plainness 
may be carried out, far more than it is, into all our domestic 
habits, our concerns in trade, and our general intercourse with 
men. 

It would be strange if, in the conflicts to which our society 
has of late been exposed, many of its members had not been led 
into a close inspection of that which constitutes the bond of its 
Christian union ; and in reverence and the fear of the Lord we 
acknowledge that the result of this scrutiny has, to a large 
extent, deepened our attachment to those doctrines and practices 
which, from the days of our forefathers, have distinguished us 
frt)m others of the Christian name. The doctrine of the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit and its perceptible guidance, as ever held 
by our society, is no dream of mystical philosophy ; we regard 
it as one great feature of the new covenant, and its object is 
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that knowledge of God and that living energy^ which He alone 
can give, by which the lasts of the flesh are resisted, and the 
Christian soldier is directed and strengthened. Our views of 
the free and immediate operation of the Holy Spirit — of the 
presidency of Christ in the church — of that which constitutes 
the call and qualification of all true gospel ministry— of the 
worship of God in Spirit and in truth— of the baptism which 
now saveth^ by which the true believers are baptized into one 
body— of that which constitutes the true supper of the Lord, 
in which those who belong to Him^ by faith in his mediation 
and atonement, do feed upon his body and blood, and know it 
to be meat indeed, and drink indeed — remain unchanged. And 
we are again concerned to declare our conviction, ' that all the 
ceremonies of the Jewish law were fulfilled and finished by the 
death of Christ ; and that no shadows in the worship of God 
were instituted by our Lord, or have any place in the Christian 
dispensation.' * 

At this meeting, as at former ones, we have received epistles 
from our brethren in the several Yearly Meetings in North 
America, and one from that of Ireland. 

The sufferings of our members in Great Britain and Ireland^ 
including the charges of distraint, amount to upwards of eleven 
thousand pounds. They have been incurred in support of our 
well known testimony against tithes and other ecclesiastical 
demands. We would affectionately remind Friends, in con- 
nexion with the Act passed in the last session of Parliament for 
the commutation of tithes in England, of the importance of an 
upright maintenance of the testimony of our religious society 
on the subject of tithes ; and encourage them to watchfrdness, 
that neither in the preliminary steps which may be taken for 
effecting the proposed commutation, nor in the subsequent 
operation of the Act, they in any degree compromise their 
principles. 

The circumstances of our beloved young friends, whether 
under the shelter of watchful parental care, or exposed to the 
temptations of the metropolis and other large towns, have at 
this time had much of our very serious consideration. We do 
not forget the temptations of our early life, and especially those 

« Epistle 1835. 
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incident to our entraace upon general intercourse with the 
world ; they were slippery paths to us^ and with humble thanks-' 
givings to God we call to mind the tender care of his £eitherly 
providence^ the pleadings of his warning voice, how He strove 
with us^ and his forbearance towards us. We know^ that up to 
this hour, we have nothing to depend upon but the free mercy 
of God in Jesus Christ our Lord ; but^ through the aboundings 
of his grace renewed unto us^ we cannot but express our strong 
solicitude— our prayer^ that it may please the Lord to deal 
graciously with you, dear young friends; that He may never 
take his Holy Spirit from you, but deepen and strengthen yoUr 
convictions of the guilt of sin, its hatefulness in his holy sight, 
and its certain and awfiil consequences to the impenitent and 
unconverted. O I that we could induce you duly to appreciate 
these tokens of our Heavenly Father^s love, and that notiiing 
might ever tempt you to call in question the divine origin of 
those secret checks in the conscience, those monitions and faith- 
ful warnings, those pleadings of the Holy Spirit with the mind 
of man, by which our Heavenly Father would draw us to himself, 
and make us rich partakers of that pardon and reconciliation 
which He grants to his believing and contrite children through 
the blessed intercessions of our Saviour. Open your hearts to 
him that standeth at the door and knocks — su£Per his love to 
prevail — strive to enter in at the strait gate : we press it. upon 
you with the most earnest and tender entreaty, because we are 
aware that there is much by which many of our young people 
are surrounded at the present day, which would draw them away 
from the humbling discipline of the cross, and induce them to 
seek an easier path to the kingdom. The words of our Lord are 
simple, plain, and frill, and they commend themselves to the 
enlightened conscience — ^^ Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life/' (Matt. vii. 14.) 

We believe there are those amongst our young friends who 
are seeking to serve God in this course of Christian discipleship ; 
it is our strong desire that nothing may impede their progresa, 
that in lowliness of mind they may quietly bear the yoke, wait 
upon GoA for the renewing of their strength from day to day, 
and by simple obedience to his will, be trained up for usefrdnesa 
in religious society and amongst their fellow men at large : it is 
to such as these that we look with anxious hope for the support 
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of that holy cause which is so dear to us^ and for the further- 
ance of the Lord's work on the earth; therefore suffer us to 
encourage you to dedicate to Him more entirely the days of 
your early manhood ; that whether you live to serve Him long 
whilst here or be taken hence in the vigour of youth^ having 
loved and honoured your Lord by a watchful^ devoted^ and self- 
denjring life^ He may confess you in the presence of his Father. 
(Matt. X. 32.) 

In conclusion, we again turn to those who in their different 
allotments are bearing the burthen and heat of the day. If it 
be that we have yet to endure suffering for the sake of Him who 
suffered so deeply for us^ let us watch^ that we never grow weary 
in looking upwards for that help which He does not fail to dis- 
pense. ^Aind^ oh I what encouragement have we to be instant 
in prayer^ in the assurance, that in our crucified and glorified 
Lord^ we have a High-priest who is ever ready to present our 
petitions at the throne of grace. Let us seek, beloved friends, 
yet more and more to be clothed with that meek and lamb-like 
spirit which must have had such large place with the early 
believers, when in their sufferings and conflicts they were bold 
to say, '' Being reviled, we bless ; being persecuted, we suffer it ; 
being defiamed, we entreat.'' (1 Cor. iv. 12, 13.) Thus, through 
the blessing of Ood resting upon the patience, faith, and devot- 
edness of his servants, we may hope that all her sorrows and 
tribulations will be sanctified to the church, and that, established 
upon the everlasting Rock, we shall ^' grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiist. To Him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen.'' (2 Peter iii. 18.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Samuel Tukb, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1838. 
From the Yearly Meeting held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the 2nd of the Sixth Month, 
inclusive, 1838. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have been permitted^ through Divine mercy, again to 
assemble, and to enter upon the important business of this 
meeting in much harmony and love. Through the loving-kindness 
of the Lord, we feel that we can invite all our dear friends to 
put their whole trust in Him. Numerous and emphatic are 
the promises to those whose trust is so fixed. '^ They that trust 
in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 
but abideth for ever.'' (Psalm cxxv. 1.) This trust has been 
the refuge, and the sure resting-place of his children in all 
generations. Our sense of its blessedness at the present time, 
warrants us to encourage every one of our dear brethren and 
sisters, at all times, and under all circumstances, to take com- 
fort in remembering that they may draw nigh unto God with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith, through Jesus Christ our 
Jjord. (Heb. x. 22.) 

It is declared that their heart shall live that seek God, (Psalm 
Ixix. 32,) — that in Him is everlasting strength. He will give 
strength unto his people. (Psalm xxix. 11.) ^^He satisfieth the 
longing soul, and fiUeth the hungry soul with goodness/' In 
Christ Jesus, the Word that was in the beginning, was life, and 
the life was the light of men. (John i. 4.) He speaks of him- 
self as the bread of life, adding, '^ He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger ; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 
(John vi. 35.) He offers us living water, which shall be in his 
faithful followers a well of water, springing up into everlasting 
life. (John iv. 14.) We are instructed to walk in the Spirit ; 
(Gal. V. 16;) and the apostle uses this solemn language, ''Ye 
are the temple of the living Qod ; as Gt>d hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them." (2 Cor. vi. 16.) 
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It is upon the full^ unrestricted acceptance of these and other 
blessed testimonies of Holy Scripture^ realized in the experience 
of those who come in living faith unto Christy that our views of 
spiritual worship are founded. The history of the early gathering 
and settling of our Society, evidently shows that our first Friends 
were drawn to meet together to wait upon the Lord^ to partake 
together of this spiritual nourishment, which cometh imme- 
diately from Him. They were from time to time sustained by 
a satisfying, heart-felt evidence, that He was of a truth in the 
midst of them. Through his goodness, there have been nume- 
rous witnesses from one period to another, who have been 
brought to bear a similar testimony to the faithfulness of their 
Lord. Many who are now living can unite in the same acknow- 
ledgment: they have indeed felt, to their own comfort and 
strength, that " the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in truth.'' (Psalm cxlv. 18.) 

We therefore feel that it would be on our part a dereliction 
of duty, an abandonment of an open testimony to the power 
and all-sufficiency of the Holy Spirit, to countenance any 
change in the simple mode which has uniformly existed of 
holding our meetings for worship. On the contrary, we are 
concerned to invite all our dear friends to be very diligent in 
the attendance of them; regularly and punctually to come 
together to present themselves before the Lord, and to bow 
down, in deep prostration of soul before him ; waiting to feel 
the sense of his heavenly power, of his spiritual presence, under 
which their hearts might be united in worshipping him in spirit 
and in truth. We beUeve that through his continued goodness, 
such would at times be our experience, that we should say with 
the Psalmist^ '^ When shall I come and appear before Grod f '' 
(Psalm xlii. 2.) Parents^ as they thus laboured for the meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, would be qualified to exhort 
and to entreat their beloved offspring, in counsel suited to their 
respective ages and circumstances, to come to the mountain of 
the Lord, who himself would teach them of his ways, and 
strengthen them to walk in his paths; — ^to walk in the light of 
the Lord. (Isaiah ii. 3.) 

We also caU upon our dear friends seriously and individually 
to examine, whether they are brought out of the spirit and vain 
conversation of this world. It is a sacred truth, '^ If any man 
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love the worlds the lore of the Father is not in him/' (1 John 
ii. 15.) We earnestly caution all against an eager pursmt of 
riches, " which while some coyeted after^ they have erred from 
the faith^ and pierced themselves through with many sorrows/' 
(1 Tim. vi. 10.) In how many ways is the naturally corrupt 
heart of man led away from purity and holiness^ by the love of 
the worlds which lieth in wickedness I (1 John v. 19.) Our 
testimony to plainnesB of attire^ behaviour^ and speech^ had not 
its origin in human wisdom. It has been, we believe, a testi- 
mony laid upon us of the Lord, to bear against the world, and 
the spirit of the world. As we have often seen that indulging 
in these things fosters the natural pride of the human heart, so 
we have found that denying ourselves therein has a tendency to 
promote the subjection of our wills, and to strengthen us in our 
Christian course. Hence we feel it to be our duty, earnestly to 
recommend parents, and all who have the care of the young, in 
love to train them up in all these practices, which we consider 
to be in accordance with the purity and simplicity of the gospel ; 
and also, both by example and by precept, to lead them to a 
conformity in all things to the divine law. Guard them, dear 
friends, from everything which would alienate the mind from 
the true fear of God. Endeavour to implant in them a deep 
sense of his purity and majesty. Holy and reverend is his 
name. As far as you may be enabled, bring them to think 
and to speak of the things of religion with gratitude and love ; 
but with that holy caution and deep sense of the sacredness of 
the subject, which a just apprehension of the relative place in 
which man stands towards his Almighty Parent, should at all 
times produce. 

We highly appreciate those visitations of Divine grace, which 
are often granted in very early life : we bear this public testi- 
mony to the reality of such favours. It is our warm desire that 
parents, and all who have the care of young children, may 
watch for opportunities to speak to them, in the fear of the 
Lord, of the convictions of the Holy Spirit for sin, of the 
drawings of our Heavenly Father unto holiness. We feel the 
value, the blessedness of a tender conscience, susceptible of 
heavenly impressions. Do all that is in your power, beloved 
friends^ to preserve this; watch against every hurtful thing 
that would lead from it Instil correct views of the nature, the 
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duty and the priyilege of prayer. Continue to instruct them 
in the sacred truths of the Christian religion^ as set forth 
in Holy Scripture. Bdax not in waiting upon the Most 
High^ and asking in faith^ from time to time^ for renewed sup- 
plies of heavenly wisdom^ to command your children and your 
household after you, like the patriarch of old, that they may 
keep the way of the Lord^ to do justice and judgment. (Gen. 
xviii. 19.) . 

Our humiliations^ as a rel^ious society, have of later years 
bean varied and peculiar. It is, we believe, the gracious design 
of our Father in heaven, that the trials which have thus come 
upon us should work together for our good. May this blessed 
effect be produced ; may we each seriously examine ourselves 
whether we have a well-grounded hope in Christ, as the Saviour 
of sinners ; and may we be brought to an entire reliance on 
Him, whom Ood hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 
he made the worlds ; who, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, where 
He, our glorified Redeemer^ now appeareth in the presence ot 
God for us. (Heb. i. 2, 3.) 

One of the effects of conflict and trial, when rightly received, 
is true humility. Precious indeed is a humble, submissive^ 
teachable state; — a willingness to esteem others better than 
ourselves, in honour preferring one another. Press after it, 
dear friends : pray that you may be given to feel the force of 
the words of the Psalmist, *' The Lord preserveth the simple : I 
was brought low, and he helped me." (Psalm cxvi. 6.) True 
lowliness of mind is greatly promoted by retirement. With- 
draw and sit alone to wait upon the Lord, to feel after his 
good presence; and he will from time to time comfort your 
souls, and thus give you to feel that you have not come before 
him in vain. On these occasions you may often be made to 
see your shortcomings, your transgressions,. and your sin; and 
to fear and tremble for yourselves — blessed experience I but 
whilst engaged to work out our own salvation, how consoling is 
the thought^ that it is God that worketh in us both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure. (PhiL ii. 12, 18.) 

As we are given up to the workings of this Almighty power^ 
to mind the things of the Spirit, to walk by faith and not by 
sight, we are best prepared to know our individual line of duty 
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in any attempts publicly to serve our fellow-men. We are 
taught^ on the highest authority^ to love our neighbour as our- 
selves. (Matt. xix. 19.) True religion induces this love. But 
we exercise it in a way most acceptable to the Lord^ when it is 
our first concern that we may do nothing but that which is 
according to his will. If this be our course we may then 
humbly and confidingly ask for his blessing on our labours. As 
the eye is single unto Him, he will, in such a way and manner 
as he seeth right, conduct us safely and quietly in the way of our 
duty, and give us to feel that we may trust to the leadings of 
his providence. The elder, whilst careful to exercise no harsh 
judgment, will, in Christian care and love, watch over the ardent 
minds of the young, in their efforts to do good ; all will dread 
flattery as poison, and turn from self-complacency as the work 
of the enemy of their souls. They will uphold justice and 
mercy because of their intrinsic excellence. Humility and 
retiredness will mark their character ; and through the abounding 
goodness of the Most High, they will be brought, in deep 
abasement, to feel and to say, ^' We are unprofitable servants.^' 
(Luke xvii. 10.) 

The amount of the sufferings of our members, in Great 
Britain and Ireland, including the costs and charges of distraint, 
and almost exclusively for ecclesiastical purposes, as reported to 
this meeting, is upwards of eleven thousand two hundred and 
fifty pounds. We have but little to add at the present time to 
our annual notice of this ancient Christian testimony of Friends, 
further than to recommend all faithfully and unflinchingly to 
uphold it in the spirit of the gospel ; and to remind you of the 
exposition of our views on this important branch of our pro- 
fession, as set forth by this meeting a few years ago.'l' 

We have received an epistle from our friends in Ireland, and 
from most of the Yearly Meetings on the American Continent. 
They manifest a lively interest in the welfare of our Society in 
those parts. We are glad to observe that our dear friends in 
America continue to extend their Christian care to those Indian 
tribes who have been long under their notice. The injustice 
and oppression exercised towards the native inhabitants of the 
soil there, and in other parts of the world; — ^the continued 

• See "Brief Statement^" 1832. 
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sufferings of the negroes in the British colonies^ where^ when 
the act, for the abolition of slavery was passed^ we had hoped 
for a better state of things ; — and the crnelties and dreadful 
extent of the foreign slave-trade, have been severally brought 
before us^ and excited feelings of deep compassion and sorrow. 
May the day be hastened when righteousness and mercy shall 
have more place in the hearts of all the professors of the Christian 
name; and when way shall be more effectually made for thv* 
universal spread of the gospel of our blessed Saviour ; when 
'^ the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord^ as the 
waters cover the sea l'^ (Isaiah xi. 9). 

In reviewing the time of our being together on the present 
occasion, we have to acknowledge that, from day to day^ we 
have felt the overshadowing of Divine love^ uniting our hearts in 
the fear of God. We separate in the love of Christ ; and in 
that love it is our fervent desire that we may be each rooted and 
grounded in him, that he may dwell in our hearts by faith^ 
so that we may every one have good hope, that in the solemn 
day of account, he may, in his infinite compassion, present us 
£Etultkss before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. 
(Jude 24.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stagey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1839. 
Faom the Yeakly Meeting, held in London, by Adjoubnments, 

,From the 22nd of the Fiflh Month, to the Slat of the same, 
indusive, 1839. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Fbiends, 

OuB meeting together on the present occasion has been a re- 
fireshment and comfort to us. Our strength has been renewed. 
We have been brought near one to another in brotherly love ; 
and there have been times when, in deep inward reverential 
stillness, we believe we have been made sensible of the presence 
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of our Lord. It was graxsiouslj the word of his promise^ and it 
is the inheritance of his own church to the remotest period of 
time^ '^ I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world/* 
(Matt, xxviii. 20.) This promise has been fulfilled in the ex-' 
perience of his servants^ from age to age; but never more 
eminently than in those days in which their love and fidelity to 
his holy cause have brought them into suffering and sorrow } 
whether their triak proceeded from the persecution they had to 
endure from the powers of this worlds or from causes which 
originated among themselves. So long as they abode faithful 
to him, he never left them in their temptations^ nor suffered 
them to sink under the infirmities of their nature^ but was near 
to instruct, to sustain, and to strengthen them ; and thus were 
their times of deepest humiliation rendered seasons of confirma- 
tion to their faith : they took root downwards ; they were driven 
closer together ; they wept together ; and in that unity which ia 
in the truth, they were made helpers to each others' joy. We 
have had our times of humiliation and conflict ; but they have 
not, — ^we speak it with humble thanksgiving to Ood, — they hare 
not shaken our confidence in that Rock on which we had hxsSAt 
our hope. Christ is still precious to us : we honour him as our 
Shepherd, our Priest, and King. It is our joy and consolation, 
that He who died for us and rose again, is, in his faithfulness 
and love, still pleading for us at the right hand of the Father : 
therefore, in offering our brethren the salutation of our un- 
feigned love, we can bid them to be of good cheer, and in all 
their afflictions to stay their minds on Him. '^ He hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows.'' (Isaiah liii. 4.) He who 
suffered for us is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
Though Lord of all, he condescended to our low estate, and 
took part of the same. (Heb. ii. 14.) Oh, what fulness of grace I 
what kindness and love ! Let us, then, in calling to mind the 
price with which he has bought us, give up ourselves more 
entirely to the power of his Spirit, that we may be brought 
practically and experimentally to feel that we are not our own, 
that we may cease to live to ourselves, and ask and wait for his 
help that we may live with yet more devotedness unto him. 
Acting upon this principle the early Christians separated them*- 
selves from the world, became dead to its spirit, and were raised 
up to stand as a witness against the world. Their obedienoe to . 
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Christy in tliat which he made known to them under the 
influence of his Spirit^ rendered them, of necessity, a ^'peculiar 
people;" (Titus ii. 14;) and by their blameless couTcrsation, 
and their harmless and unspotted lives, they were made an 
exemplification of the words of their Lord, " Ye are the salt of 
the earth : " '' Ye are the light of the world.'' (Matt. v. 13, 14.) 
Our forefathers in the truth, rooted and grounded in the 
same faith, and firmly relying on the continued influence of the 
Holy Spirit, were brought to a large and comprehensive under- 
standing of the purity and righteousness of the law of God. 
Acting in obedience to this law, they could no longer go with 
the multitude in that which they were convinced was evil : this 
of necessity rendered them likewise a peculiar people, and 
placed them in a position in the world and the churdi, in 
which they became as a city set on a hill, that cannot be hid. 
(Matt. V. 14.) Their faithfulness brought them into many 
sufferings, but they fainted not : their Lord condescended to 
own them, when they were despised of the world ; he carried 
them sa£ely through their conflicts, and when their measure 
was filled up on earth, he comforted them with the assurance of 
an entrance into his rest Much as it becomes us to speak of 
it with humility and fear, we cannot conceal from ourselves, 
that, holding the same principles, the same position is assigned 
to us — ^we have the same testimony to bear : we believe that we 
have not received it by mere tradition ; but being brought to 
see the righteousness and spirituality of the gospel dispensation, 
a necessity is laid upon us, imder the power of the Holy Spirit 
to walk by the same rule^ and to suffer in the same cause. If 
it be to this that we are called, we cannot, dear friends, expect 
to enjoy peace with Gk>d, nor can we hope for his fatherly care 
and protection, but so long as we serve and follow Him in 
whatever he may be pleased to make known to us as his will. 

Li the course of this meeting we have been repeatedly 
engaged in considering the importance and extent of our 
well-known testimony against bearing arms, and all fighting 
and war. We scarcely need to say, that it is founded on the 
precepts of our Lord, who, in clear and imequivocal terms,^ has 
prohibited his disciples from avenging themselves : they were 
his own words, "I say unto you. That ye resist not eril.*' 
(Matt. V. 89.) In accordance with this command, we believe it 
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to be laid upon us to abstain from every means of defence 
incompatible with that meekness^ forbearance, and love of 
enemies, which were so conspicuous in the character of our 
Lord himself, and which, if we walk as He walked, must distin- 
guish us. " When he was reviled, he reviled not again ; when 
he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously/' (1 Peter ii. 23.) Thus to walk as he 
hath left us an example that we should follow his steps, we con- 
fess to be no low attainment in religious experience; but if, 
with our hearts, we do really acknowledge him to be our 
'^ leader and commander,^' (Isaiah Iv. 4,) and patiently submit 
to those baptisms of spirit by which he would establish his 
government within us, we have good ground to hope, whatever 
be our emergencies, or our trials in Ufe, that he will be near to 
help us to a meek and quiet spirit, and that in humble, filial 
trust in God, we shall find a stronghold in the day of trouble. 
In this holy temper of mind we shall, every one of us, according 
to our measure, be made instrumental towards the establishment 
of his kingdom among men, and the coming of those days in 
which the people shall learn war no more. (Isaiah ii. 4.) It is 
encouraging to us to observe how generally these views are 
maintained by Friends ; and we desire that they may be pre- 
served in so watchful a mind, that in their transactions in trade, 
and on all other occasions, they may be kept from letting down 
this testimony; and be ready to embrace every opportunity that 
may present itself, more widely to spread the knowledge of our 
peaceable principles. 

We desire to offer a word of caution to our dear friends on 
the subject of reading. Books may be regarded as companions, 
which insensibly infuse somewhat of their spirit and character 
into those who converse with them. It behoves us to exercise 
a sound discretion as to what publications we admit into our 
houses ; that neither we nor our children may be hurt by that 
reading which would have a direct, or even a remote tendency 
to leaven our minds into the spirit of the world, and to unfit us 
for the sober duties of life. The books which we introduce to 
the young require particular care. They may give a bias to the 
mind, and materially influence the future character : some of 
those which, we fear, find access to our families, are calculated- 
to give false views of real life, and to lower that standard of 
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morals nrhich Christianity upholds; and others^ though they 
may not stimulate evil passions^ or inculcate bad sentiment^ are 
adapted, to lessen the attachment of our youth to the principles 
of their education^ or even to rob them of the tenderness of 
their consciences, and alienate them^ it may be by slow grada- 
tions, from the fear of God. 

There are few amongst us whose every-day life does not 
afford them opportunities of leisure ; and to some of us these 
opportunities are frequent. Were we constantly to bear in 
mind that time is short, that the vigour of health and strength 
is but for a limited period, and were we to dwell under the con- 
viction of our responsibility to God for every item of our 
stewardship, we think it would have a natural, and even a 
necessary tendency, to induce us carefully to watch the right 
employment of our time on all occasions, and to see that our 
leisure may be so occupied, and our recreations be of such a 
character as to accord with the precept of the apostle, " Pass 
the time of your sojourning here in fear,* (1 Peter i, 17,) so that 
neither a trifling spirit, nor any of the amusements of this life^ 
nor the indulgence of ourselves in luxury and ease, may prevent 
any of us from taking our part in administering to the wants 
and promoting the good of those around us. 

We have received epistles from our brethren in Ireland and 
the different Yearly Meetings in North America, with the ex- 
ception of Virginia. In these testimonials of fellowship and 
love we have the satisfaction to observe that our dear friends 
abroad are alive to a right concern for the maintenance of 
sound morals and true religion among them, and for the 
guarded education of their youth^ and that they continue to 
cherish a warm feeling of interest in those objects of Christian 
charity in which they have been so long engaged. 

Since our last Yearly Meeting, the negroes in the British 
colonies have been released from their apprenticeship, unless we 
except those in Mauritius, the intelligence of whose complete 
emancipation has not yet reached us. We cannot forget the 
sorrow and discouragement which have often overspread this 
meeting, in consideration of the cruelty and oppression endured 
by this portion of our fellow-subjects whilst in slavery ; and we 
thankfully rejoice that at length they are raised to the rights 
and liberties of citizenship. The success with which Divine 

VOL. II. u 
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Providence has crowned the labonrs of the friends of humanity 
in this righteous cause^ ought to encourage us to faithful and 
patient perseverance in the pursuit of those objects to which we 
believe ourselves to be called for the good of our fellow-men. 
Let us not^ then^ '^ be weary in well-doing : for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not;'' but rather accept as a mark of 
Divine favour to us, to have our hearts touched with fellow- 
feeling for the wrongs^ the sorrows^ or the degradation of any 
portion of the great family of man. And in whatever way it 
may please the Father of us all to employ our talents^ our time^ 
our energies^ or our property in his service^ may we live so de- 
voted to him^ and so watchful before him as to discover our 
own proper sphere of service^ and in true willing-heartedness to 
be given up to it. The condition of the emancipated negroes in 
the British colonies has been brought before this meeting : a 
warm feeling of interest on their behalf has been excited 
amongst us^ and we are solicitous that their new circumstances 
in life^ and the many disadvantages to which they are subject, 
may obtain the kind consideration of Friends. And it is our 
desire that we may not dismiss from our sympathy those who, 
in such large numbers, still remain subject to all the hardship 
and cruelty inseparable from a state of slavery, both in the 
nations of the American continent, and in other parts of the 
worlds The trade in slaves still carried on from Africa to the 
shores of America, both in the amount of our fellow-creatures, 
whom it consigns to the evils and sufferings of slavery, and the 
very large number upon whom, in their native land and in their 
voyage across the Atlantic, it inflicts the extreme of misery and 
even death, constitute one of the most extensive calamities with 
which man, at any period of time, has afflicted his fellow-man : 
it has long engaged the attention of our religious society, and 
we commend it afresh to Friends individually, that they may, 
by every means consistent with our Christian principles, labour 
for its utter extinction. 

The sufferings of Friends for tithe and other ecclesiastical 
demands, reported to this meeting, inclusive of the charges of 
distraint, amount to upwards of nine thousand eight hundred 
pounds. In making this annual statement, we think it right 
to advert to recent acts of the legislature for converting tithe 
into a charge on the land. This impost being a substitute for 
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tithe, we are engaged to offer a general cantion to Friends^ that' 
in the changes which may attend this new arrangement^ they 
be careful that they are not led inadvertently to compromise 
our Christian testimony. 

This meeting has been large^ and the various concerns which 
have been brought before us have been conducted in harmony^ 
and under a sense of their seriousness and importance. We 
have had the company of many of our young men ; and the 
interest which they have manifested in the prosperity of the 
cause of truth and righteousness^ and in the welfare of our reli- 
gious society^ has given us encouragement to hope^ that through 
the continuance of the care of the great Shepherd towards us^ a 
generation will be raised to supply the places of those who have 
already reached the evening of life^ and who cannot be far from 
the end of their labours. — ^And now that we are on the point of 
separating one from another to return to our respective abodes^ 
there to enter again upon our civile religious, and relative 
duties^ it is our strong desire for ourselves^ and for one another^ 
and for our dear friends everywhere^ that the Lord may be 
pleased to keep us in a lowly^ tender, and teachable mind, to 
defend us against the power of the enemy, to comfort us in all 
our tabulations, to enable us to devote the residue of our days 
to his service, and to grant that when the last messenger shall 
arrive^ we may, through the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus^ 
enter into his rest. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stagey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



tj2 
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EPISTLE, 1840. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by ADKmBNMENTs, 

From the 20ih of the fifth Month,, to the 29th of the s^iDie, 
indusiye, 1840. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We are reverently thankful to the Father of mercies that ire 
have been brought together again. We have been comforted in 
the Lord, and one in another, and it has been a time of con- 
firmation to our feith. We are therefore bound to entreat our 
beloved brethren and sisters, everywhere, to put their whole 
trust in Him. 

In reviewing some of the distinguishing features of our 
Christian profession, the doctrine of the immediate revelation 
of the Holy Spirit to the soul has been brought home to our 
minds. It is by the convictions of this grace that Ood worketh 
in man, making manifest those things which are reprovable, 
bringing him to an understanding of his righteous law, and 
condemning him for sin. (Ephes. v. 13.) By this power, the 
soul which yields to its operations, is broken and made contrite 
in the Divine presence. 

How infinite is the kindness of Him who is the Creator and 
upholder of all things, in that He condescends thus to plead 
with his fallen and rebellious creatures. The contemplation of 
this subject so fills the awakened mind with admiration and love, 
that we desire to press it upon all our dear firiends of every class 
and description ; and, O ! that the whole bulk of mankind 
could be brought to accept this truth ; to beware that they do 
not lightly esteem such tokens of the goodness and love of our 
Almighty Father in heaven. Under the full conviction that He 
never condemns or reproves for anything but that which is 
contrary to his holy will, may we open our hearts to the teach- 
ings of his Spirit, and, in the strength of the Lord, put away 
the evil of our doings firom before his eyes. Let us turn, with 
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unfeigned repentance, towards Him; then shall we accept with 
thankfulness, that redemption which was purchased for us by 
the sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ — hj the 
unutterably costly price of the blood of the Lamb of God. 

Dear friends, Christ is precious to us, and may He be felt to 
be precious by every one of you. In the day of Divine visita- 
tion to your souls, be instant in prayer, in supplication, and in 
earnest wrestling, that you may be strengthened so to overcome 
the corruptions of your fallen nature as to be made subject to 
his power, and in all things to 1)e led and guided by Him. 
Great, indeed^ is the blessedness of the man who is thus brought 
under the guidance of the Lord. As he continues humble, 
watchful and faithful, he is permitted to feel that he has an 
unction from the Holy One : and though he be not at all times 
sensible of it, yet this anointing abideth in him : it is em- 
phatically truth, and no lie. (1 John ii. 20, 27.) The leadings of 
the Spirit of Gk)d are sure, and they are in the way of truth and 
holiness. 

But we have a subtle, unwearied enemy. There are those 
whom he gradually draws away from faith in the reality of the 
teaching and the restraints of the Holy Spirit. Let us also 
jremember, that he transformeth himself into an angel of light, 
(2 Cor. xi. 14,) and under the specious guise of high spirituality, 
he misleadeth the unwary. (1 Peter v. 5.) Departing from the 
way of truth, they cease to be subject to their brethren in love, 
and to be under the influence of that wisdom which is easy to 
be intreated. (James iii. 17.) Humility, watchfulness, and 
faith, are our safeguards under these temptations. The more 
we examine ourselves, in this state of mind, with a continued 
reference to the Spirit of Truth as an ever-present comforter and 
reprover, (John xvi* 7, 8,) the more thankful shall we be for 
this unspeakable blessing from God, and the more reverently 
shall we think and speak of his immediate teachings and re- 
qmrements. 

We affectionately, but earnestly, intreat aU parents, and those 
who have the care of young people, to direct their attention 
from early childhood to the teachings of the Spirit. The Lord 
in his mercy doth often, by the immediate inshining of his 
light, visit the soul in the very morning of our day. As these 
visitations are cherished, the mind is preserved from the snar^ 
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of folly and vice, and strengthened to enter in at the strait 
gate, and walk in the narrow way : (Matt. vii. 18, 14 :) but how 
many, through unwatchfulness and the temptations of the devil, 
have been led out of this path 1 

We do therefore, in much love, beseech our younger members 
to take heed that they slight not these offers of mercy. Be 
yery careful, dear young friends, not to admit any doubts of the 
reality of past experience in these things. Wait for the power 
of God, and. if you have to wait long, be not discouraged. Be 
desirous to humble yourselves under his mighty hand, (1 Peter 
y. 6,) and to know Him to break in pieces the stony heart, 
and to contrite your spirits before Him. Look unto Him in 
faith and humility for the guidance of his Spirit in your daily 
walk in life, that He may strengthen you in the perform- 
ance of eyery practical duty. With a willing heart and an 
obedient mind, turn at his gracious reproofs. Grod is loye 
(1 John iv. 16,) — loye unutterable ; and as you thus wait before 
Him, He will give you to feel this, to know this in your blessed 
experience, and to taste of this boundless love in his having given 
his only begotten Son, that through Him we may have ever- 
lasting life. (John iii. 16.) 

Dear friends, of all ages and conditions, we have been again 
brought to feel the value of uniting in the worship of God " in 
spirit and in truth.^^ (John iv. 28.) It was under a sense of their 
need of that nourishment to the soul, which they found not in the 
forms and observances to which they had been habituated, that 
our early Eriends were first led to separate from others, and to 
present themselves in small companies before the Lord. As 
the eye and the cry of the soul were unto Him, He did refresh 
and strengthen them together, and give them to feel the 
sufficiency of his power to qualify them to perform united and 
acceptable worship in spirit, unto Him, the living and true God. 
Truth and uprightness as inculcated both in the law and the 
gospel, were deeply rooted in their hearts, and hence, as honest 
towards God, they could not, with a good conscience, themselves 
uphold or countenance in others the forms of prayer and thanks- 
giving to which they had been accustomed. Whilst deeply 
sensible of the duty and the privilege of true prayer, they found 
that stated forms were not adapted to their condition ; they felt 
that the use of them was not in the life and power of the gospel. 
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and therefore that it did not accord with that worship which is 
to be performed in truth. 

Our sense of the spiritual character of the reign of Christy and 
of the inadequacy of these forms to satisfy the soul^ remains 
the same; and we continue to feel ourselves conscientiously 
restrained from uniting in any of thos)s modes of worship which 
others think it right to adopt. Whilst we desire to cherish^ and 
to inculcate true Christian charity towards those from whom we 
difTer^ we would afPectionately encourage all our members to 
confine themselv^s^ in the public performance of this solemn 
duty, to a diligent attendance of our own meetings for worship. 
Under the renewed conviction of the soundness and importance 
of this testimony to spiritual worship, we are quickened in desire 
that Friends may be kept alive to a right exercise of mind in 
our public assemblies. In the experience of past and present 
times it has been felt, and we believe by the waiting soul it will 
continue to be felt in our meetings for Divine worship, whether 
in the times of silence, or under the exercise of ministry, or the 
vocal offering of prayer, thanksgiving, and praise, that the words 
of the apostle are applicable : we are of those who ^^ worship 
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no con- 
fidence in the flesh." (Phil, iii 3.) He grants to his faithful 
followers at times to feel the force of his own blessed words : 
''He that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst.*" (John vi. 85.) 

The amount of the sufferings oi our friends in regard to tithes 
and other ecclesiastical demands, as reported to this meeting, 
including the costs and charges of distraint, is upwards of eleven 
thousand two hundred pounds. We continue to desire that this 
our ancient Christian testimony may, in all its parts, be care- 
fully and conscientiously upheld in the spirit of the gospel. 

We have received epistles from our dear friends in Ireland, 
and, with one exception, from those of all the Yearly Meetings 
in North America. 

We would encourage aU our members to seek after a lowly, 
contented mind, and to be satisfied with a moderate portion 
of this world^s goods, both for themselves and for their beloved 
offspring. We again commend to our dear friends habits of 
plainness and simplicity in the ordering of their families, and in 
all the branches of a domestic establishment, This will pro« 
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mote the exercise of a cheerful hospitality, and increase their 
privilege of contributing to the wants and comforts of others. 
We affectionately warn Friends against all speculative and 
hazardous enterprises in trade : they tend to impair, if not 
wholly to destroy, in the mind, the ability to perceive and to 
foUow that course of duty which the Lord woidd lead into, both 
in his church and in his service more at large. At the same 
time we feel sympathy for those who may be under trials and 
difficulties in conducting trade and commerce : may they so act 
in integrity and honesty, as to be enabled to cast their cares 
upon the Lord; and may the words of our holy Redeemer, 
'^ your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things,'' (Matt, vi. 32,) be their stay and their support in times 
of depression and trouble. 

We do in love desire that no one of our members may be in 
the practice of vain sports — that no one may take pleasure in 
destroying the creatures of God for self-gratification ; such pur- 
suits are an occupation of time which we believe the faithful 
steward of that responsible trust will find ought to be turned to 
a better purpose, and they are, we think, calculated not only to 
weaken our sense of religious impressions, but to harden the heart, 
and to leaven us into the spirit of the world. We also desire 
that no one may frequent or tarry in inns or public-houses beyond 
the time necessary for refreshment and rest. When led there 
by the lawful avocations of life, may all be kept in such a sense 
of the fear of God, that they may be themselves preserved from 
the peculiar dangers to which they are thus exposed, and by 
their consistent example shelter our younger friends from similar 
danger. On all occasions on which there is an association with 
others, let your light, beloved friends, shine before men, (Matt* 
v. 16.) — ^let them see that you are striving to be the followers of 
Him who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners. (Heb. vii. 26.) 

We have often rejoiced in the long continuance of the blessing 
of peace to this nation. In proportion to these feelings is 
our sorrow in the apprehension of impending war. Earnestly 
do we desire that those precepts in the doctrine of our Lord 
which mark the dispensation of peace on earth and good-will to 
man, may be fully accepted and carried out by every professedly 
Christian nation. Then might we confidently hope that, in 
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their intercourae with the goyemments and people of those coun- 
tries upon which the light of the glorious gospel has very dimly 
shone^ the nations that profess the Christian name would com- 
mend the peaceable character of our holy religion^ by acts of 
forbearance and conciliation. The contrast to this which their 
conduct has but too often exhibited is truly aflfecting. Whether 
we advert to the treatment of millions in the nations of the East, 
or of the natives in the islands of the Southern hemisphere^ the 
history of the world has mournfully given occasion for it to be 
said to professing Christians — *^ The name of Gk)d is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you.'^ (Rom. ii. 24.) 

May the feeling of love^ and of compassion^ for the oppressed 
and for the sufferer in every clime and under every sorrow be 
cherished by us all. May God in his mercy be pleased to 
hasten the coming of that day when righteousness shall run 
down as a mighty stream^ (Amos v. 24^) and when '' The earth 
shall be fiill of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters covet 
the sea.'^ (Isaiah zi. 9.) 

Beloved friends. — ^We separate under a thankful acknowledge 
ment that the Lord has graciously owned us in the course of 
our various proceedings, and given us to feel the value and the 
privilege of Christian love and fellowship. We pray that we 
may each be led by Christ, our holy head, in the path of indi<> 
vidual duty in His blessed service, and that thus this union may 
be increased in Him. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
Gk>d, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with us all. 
(2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Geobge Stacet, 
Clerk to the meeting this year* 
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- EPISTLE, 1841. 
Fkom the Ybablt Meeting, held in London, by Adjouenmbnts, 

• From the 19tli of the Fifth Month, to the 28th of the same, indnsiye, 

1841. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deae Feiends, 

Thkotjgh the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the early 
believers were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, and all 
made to drink into one Spirit : (1 Cor. xii. 13 :) this Messed 
fellowship has from age to age been the experience of his 
faithful followers : and we believe that, through the same grace, 
we have, in the midst of abounding infirmities, been brought 
into some enjoyment of it, and comforted together in Him. 
"We therefore feel engaged again to offer you the salutation of 
our love ; and it is our prayer unto the Father of mercies, that 
we may all be builded together in Christ '/ for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit." (Eph. ii. 22.) In this renewed sense 
of our Saviour^s love towards us as a church, we bid you to be 
of a hopeful and confiding mind ; not to give way to depression 
or dismay ; but, whilst sensible of great unworthiness, to look 
upwards unto God, and to press towards the mark for the prize, 
(Phil. iii. 14,) under the consoling persuasion that He is ready 
to be gracious unto us. 

There are those among you, beloved friends, whose tribula- 
tions and conflicts are, we believe, many ; who are often dis- 
couraged in having but few associated with them in maintaining 
their Christian profession, and in fulfilling those duties in the 
church which they see they ought to perform, and which in 
their love to Christ they would be glad to discharge. We would 
invite such to yield in patience to the exercise of mind into 
which they may thus be introduced, under the thankful per- 
suasion that it is from the Lord j we would encourage you to 
faithfulness and diligence, and to believe that as the eye is 
single. He, your ALnighty Helper, will give you strength for the 
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service^ and permit you to feel that your labours and sufferings 
are not in vain in Him. May you then be stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord. (1 Cor. xv. 58.) 

Dear fiiends^ we earnestly entreat you all to seek continually 
to abide in Christ. In some sense of the great love wherewith 
He hath loved us^ and given Himself for us^ ask in faith and in 
sincerity for the help of his Spirit that you may love Him and 
keep his words: his gracious promise then will be fulfilled^ 
" My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him ; '^ (John xiv. 28 ;) and then will the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, teach these, the believing 
children of their Lord, all things necessary for their salvation. 
Marvellous is this condescension I May we never write or speak 
of these things but with reverence and thankfulness of soul^ 
and under a feeling of their sacred import. Blessed and happy 
are all those who, being reconciled unto God by the death of 
his Son, and delivered from the dominion of sin and Satan, are 
thus brought to that spiritual-mindedness which is life and 
peace. Such is the high privilege offered to the true disciple 
of Christ, in the covenant which Gi>d hath made and which 
shall never be broken. In this covenant all the living mem- 
bers of the true church are bound one to another in the unity 
of the Spirit, and are supplied with zeal and strength and 
courage to do the wiU of our Heavenly Father. 

We therefore desire that all our dear Mends individually may 
participate in the true fellowship with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. (1 John i. 8.) May you not rest satisfied 
without knowing for yourselves that you are no longer con- 
formed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, and turned from darkness to light. (Rom. xii. 2.) Wait 
for and mind the shining of this light, then will you be enabled 
to see and to walk in the path of duty. In love to your Lord 
and Redeemer, and in gratitude for what He has done and 
suffered for you, be concerned to commend your profession of 
discipleship, by striving to keep all the commandments of your 
Lord, and to follow Him who was *^ meek and lowly in hearf 
(Matt. xi. 29.) In the exercise of a tender and enlightened 
conscience, maintain an upright testimony to the purity and 
spirituality of his religion, though it may be through suffering; 
and be careful, that neither for the sake of worldly reputation^ 
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from a love of ease, nor from an unwilliDgness to part with «nj 
of your possessions, you incur the condemnation conveyed in 
his words, '^ He that loveth father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me j and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me ; and he that taketh not his cross, 
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." (Matt. x. 37, 38.) 
Subject yourselves frequently to an honest self-examination in 
the light of the Lord ; this will greatly help your growth in 
grace : if you are hereby made sensible of manifold trans- 
gressions, and of cause for deep humiliation, you will feel the 
safety and the privilege of abiding in Christ ; and in your value 
.for this spiritual experience you will fear to lose any sense of 
his government as the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls ; and 
you will rejoice in knowing Him to be your Intercessor and 
your High Priest. 

In the present mixed state of society it is especially incumb^it 
upon all, carefully to watch their varied engagements in lifd. 
In conducting your outward affairs, whether in agriculture or 
trade, or as professional men, and even in the investment of 
your property, scrupulously avoid doing anything that may 
compromise our Christian testimonies, or lessen their excellence 
in the sight of others. Maintain strict integrity and plain 
dealing, marked by Christian courtesy and respect to all, at the 
same time showing by your conduct that your first concern is 
to lay up treasure in heaven. (Matt. vi. 20.) Whilst a cheerful 
and kind, yet guarded intercourse is kept up with others, take 
care that your words be such as to minister grace to the hearers, 
to the use of edifying. (Eph. iv. 29.) In transacting his business, 
and in providing things honest in the sight of men, the true 
Christian may, in his daily walk, exalt his profession and com- 
mend his principles to others^ May those who are intrusted 
with a considerable portion of this world^s goods be faithful 
stewards of the same in their lifetime. We shall have to give 
an account hereafter both of the manner of acquiring our pro- 
perty, and of its appropriation. Happy will it be for ns, if,* in 
the great day of account, we are found, in regard to these 
things, to have been seeking to do all to the glory of Gk>d. 
(1 Cor. X. 81.) 

In fulfilling the duties of life, when occasions occur in whidi 
^you may consistently serve the community in a civil capaciiy. 
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be eoneemed to know whether it is right for yon to be thus en- 
gaged ; and be watchful that such undertakings do not mar the 
work of the Lord in your hearts^ or interfere with your line of 
service in his church. The like watchfulness should be main- 
tainedj when taking a public part with others^ in associations 
for the purpose of lessening the mass of vice and misery which 
may prevail around you^ or in works of more extended philan- 
thropy. When we consider the seductive influence of popularity, 
and the self-satisfaction consequent upon the successful efforts 
of the intellectual powers, even in a good cause^ we feel bound, 
with affectionate earnestness, to caution our friends against 
being led to take an undue part in the many exciting objects of 
the present day. As those who may be in the meridian of life^ 
or its more advanced periods, are watchful in regard to their 
own conduct in these things, they will be qualified to exercise a 
fatherly care over our dear younger friends, who may be more 
eapecisdly exposed to similar temptations ; and in that care to 
extend counsel, caution and warning. 

Thus endeavouring to have the whole life regulated by the 
fear of God under the guidance of his Holy Spirit, you will 
become preachers of righteousness to those around you. And 
in deep humility of soul and retiredness of character, you will 
evince your concern to comply with the injunction of the 
Apostle, ^'Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to Ood and the Father 
by him.'' (Col. iii. 17.) 

Our hearts have been touched on hearing memorials of some 
of our departed friends whom we have loved and honoured as 
£uthful servants of their Lord. Many of these were called of 
Him in their early days, and as they yielded to the convincing 
and converting power of Ids Spirit, they became qualified for 
usefulness in his church; and having fulfilled the service 
assigned th^oi, they have died in the faith and hope of the 
GhMpel. Their course has presented a satisfactory evidence that 
our Christian principles lead in the way of holiness : fervent are 
our aspirations at the throne of grace that our dear young 
friends may be strengthened to pursue an undeviating course in 
this path : it is a narrow way, but it leads to everlasting life : 
they that walk therein must, however, know the flesh to be 
crucififid with the affeotions and lusts thereof. (Gal. v. 24.) 
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They will then feel that " the friendship of the world is enmitjr 
with God." (James iv. 4.) The conditions of discipleship set 
forth by our Lord are concise, but they are full : " If any man 
will come after me^ let him deny himself^ and take np his cross 
daily^ and follow me/' (Luke ix. 23.) We believe that it was 
in the acceptance of this doctrine of the Gospel in its compre- 
hensive and searching import^ that our early friends were led 
by the Spirit to that detachment from the worlds and that 
Christian simplicity and self-denial on which are fcfunded our 
testimony to plainness of language and attire. We do not 
esteem these as little things^ because we believe that the true 
followers of our Lord will consider nothing little which He 
requires them to perform. May you^ dear young friends^ in 
the faithful discharge of these and of all your other duties^ seek 
with singleness of heart to know and to do the will of God. 

We have received an epistle from our dear friends in Ireland, 
and one from each of the several Yearly Meetings on the 
American Continent. These proofs of the love of our distant 
brethren have afresh ministered to our comfort, and have been 
felt to strengthen that union which, as brethren of the same 
faith^ it is to be earnestly desired should at all times be main* 
tained between us. 

The amount of the su£ferings of our members, as reported to 
us at this time^ including the costs and charges of distraint, is 
upwards of nine thousand six hundred pounds. With the ex- 
ception of a very few demands of a military nature, these 
Bufferings are all consequent on the non-payment of tithes, 
tithe-rent-charge, the expenses of commutation and apportion- 
ment, those called church-rates, and other ecclesiastical imposts. 
We believe that the refusal of all demands of this nature, was 
laid upon our forefathers as a testimony against the corruptions 
of the church, and to the spiritual reign and government of 
Christ; and that, in the patient endurance of persecution, in 
consequence of this part of their Christian profession, they were 
evidently owned of their Lord. We are comforted at this time 
in the persuasion, that the support of this our ancient Christian 
testimony continues to be felt as a religious duty by our mem- 
bers, and that not a few of our younger friends are brought to 
an increased sense of its importance, and of the duty of faith- 
fully maintaining it. This testimony, so far as titbes are con« 
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cemed, is groiinded botb on their origin and their application, 
and seeing that the rent-charge into which the legislature has 
commuted them is payable to the same persons and applicable 
to the same purposes^ we feel bound to press upon all our 
friends^ the plain and obvious duty of supporting the testimony 
in reference to the substituted charge with the like faithfulness 
and consistency^ and with the like straightforwardness as have 
marked the maintenance of it in reference to the impost in its 
original shape. The present state of things in this country 
calls for especial yigilance, that we continue firmly yet meekly 
to bear an open testimony against those ecclesiastical encroach- 
ments, and that interference with the rights of conscience, which 
still prevail. It is at the same time our desire, in relation to 
this duty, that all our conduct may prove that it results from 
the exercise of a tender conscience, and may continue to be, as 
we believe it has ever been on the part of our Society, free from 
political considerations. 

This meeting has believed it to be a duty to issue a Christian 
testimony against all wars and fightings. We feel that it is a 
serious thing thus to set forth the unlawfulness of these prac- 
tices, and, whilst holding up to our members and to the public 
the Scriptural grounds of our profession in this respect, we are 
earnestly solicitous that we may each live in the spirit of love, 
foi^veness, and peace, and in true Christian charity towards all 
men. The maintenance of these virtues is much endangered by 
yielding to political excitement : this is a snare in various ways 
at the present day : existing circumstances present a loud and 
special call to our members to be on their guard, that they 
neither impair their peace of mind and retard their spiritual 
progress, nor bring any reproach on the cause of Christianity 
by involving themselves in party spirit, and that they in no way 
countenance or encourage those scenes of vice and drunkenness 
which have almost uniformly prevailed in public political 
contests. 

Patience, fSfidth, and quietness of mind, with true dedication 
of heart, — ^all exercised in the fear of Gh>d, with prayer and 
supplication unto Him through the mediation of our Lord, — 
these, beloved friends, are with us the watchwords of the day. 
Keep to them, and our Heavenly Father will grant you preser- 
Tation and strength, and bring you to a holy settlement in Christ* 
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We separate in brotherly love^ and with a renewed trust in 
the Lord our God^ unto whom we would reverently ascribe 
thanksgiving and praise for all his mercies. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stagey, 
Clerk to the meeting this jmfit. 



EPISTLE, 1842. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month, to the 27th of the same, 
inclusive, 1842. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Irelandj, and elsewhere. 

Dear Priends, 

We have, through the favour of the Lord, been again per* 
mitted to meet, and to examine into the state of our religious 
Society. We acknowledge that unfaithfulness to the Divine 
law still exists amongst us, and that hence many deficiencies are 
found within our borders : we nevertheless rejoice in the belief 
that the Lord is still caring for us, and owning us by tokens of 
his care. Let us then be of good comfort, and trust that, as we 
abide humble and stedfast before Him, he will enable us in- 
creasingly to show forth his praise. In a renewed sense of his 
loving-kindness, of which we have been permitted sensibly to 
partake, we salute you, our beloved friends, desiring that grace 
and peace may be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord. (2 Peter i. 2.) 

We turn in love and sympathy to our dear friends who are 
labouring under the infirmities of declining years. Some of you> 
we believe, feel your allotment to be very solitary : you have 
lost the companions of earlier days ; those with whom you may 
have taken sweet counsel. May your faith be strengthened aa 
you look towards the end of your pilgrimage. May the love of 
Christ our Saviour, cheer you in your lonely moments, in the 
remembrance of the mercy and faithfulness manifested towards 
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you through the whole course of your lives. Be encouraged to 
lean upon the Lord your Redeemer : cast all your care upon 
Him; and believe that as faith and patience are maintained^ 
you will be finally admitted^ clothed in the robe of his righteous- 
ness, to the blessed company in heaven who inherit the promises. 

The circumstances of some of our small meetings for worship, 
have afresh awakened our warm and Christian interest for those 
who are members of them. We affectionately encourage you, 
dear friends, to be diligent and punctual in coming together ; 
and to present yourselves in reverence of soul before the Lord. 
Many of you, we doubt not, are at times comforted by his 
presence, and enabled to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
(John iv. 24.) You may have very few companions in religious 
fellowship to hold up your hands in a true Christian course of 
conduct ; but let this be an additional call upon you to be very 
careful that you bring no reproach on your high profession, and 
to strive from day to day to act in uprightness and consistency 
in all things. Then will you happily partake of heavenly peace, 
and know the Lord through the riches of his grace to supply all 
your need. 

It is our earnest concern that we may, every one of us, be 
brought deeply to feel the sinfulness of sin ; and to see that as 
we are all, by nature, fallen creatures, and prone to evil, so we 
all need a thorough change of heart and affections, through the 
effectual working of the power of God in us. The Lord Jesus 
Christ died to save us from sin, and to restore us to the divine 
image in which man was originally created. O then that we all 
may come in faith unto Him ! he has declared of himself " I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.*' (John xiv. 6.) But if we would know him 
to raise us up to spiritual life, we must be willing that He should 
lay the axe to the root of the corrupt tree, baptize us with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire, and cleanse us from all impurity ; 
crucifying us unto the world, and the world unto us. The 
progress of this work is often gradual ; many are the conflicts of 
flesh and spirit, and repeated the assaults of the enemy of our 
souls' happiness before deliverance from sin is wrought ; before 
we fully know all things to become new, and all things of God. 
(2 Cor. V. 1 7, 18.) Great, however, is the blessedness of that 
life which is hid with Christ in God. (Col. iii. 3.) We therefore 
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earnestly covet that every one may be willing patiently to submit 
to the turnings of the Lord's hand upon him. Then shall we 
be brought to feel in our own experience, as we follow on to 
know the Lord, that Christ is indeed our light and our life, 
that, according to his own declaration, He is the bread which 
came down from heaven, and that if a man eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever : (John vi. 51 :) — words of consolation to the 
hungry soul. Thus feeding on him the living substance, we 
shall clearly see that all the types and ceremonies of a former 
dispensation were the shadow of those good things which are 
already come ; (Heb. x. 1 ;) and we shall truly feel that " the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power ;" (1 Cor. iv. 20;) 
'^not meat and drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost." (Rom. xiv. 17.) 

These are heavenly truths given forth by our blessed Lord 
and his apostles ; but at a very early period of the Christian 
church a gradual declension crept in, and the truth as it is in 
Jesus was obscured by the corrupt devices of men. Human 
wisdom and worldly power grievously interfered in spiritual 
things 3 a long and dark night of apostacy ensued : but in the 
mercy of God, light and truth again broke forth, and we believe 
that He gave to our predecessors a further insight into the 
corruptions that had so long reigned among the professors of the 
Christian name, than had been given to any who had gone before 
them in the great work of reformation. By the inshining of 
this light, they saw that the ministry of the Gospel of peace and 
salvation through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is a gift 
from God himself; that the putting forth of the good Shepherd 
is to be waited for from one time tb another in the exercise of 
this sacred office, and that it ought only to take place under the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, and in the abUity which Gk>d 
giveth. (1 Pet. iv. 11.) We thankfully believe that from the 
early rise of our Society, the Lord has been pleased to bestow 
this gift upon servants and upon handmaidens without respect of 
persons, and that it has been exercised in his fear, and to the 
honour of his name ; and we would humbly acknowledge that 
He does not at this day withhold from us this living ministry. 
We pray that he may be pleased to grant us its continuance and 
increase, and to keep us from ever desiring any other. That 
which is uttered under the qualification already set forth^ will 
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be deli?ered in the humiliation of the creatine; it may some- 
times be only in a few sentences ; but as a holy care preyails to 
move only under the leadings of the Spirit of Truths unexcited 
by the activity and affection of the natural man, it will con- 
tribute to the edification of the body in love. May we all, dear 
friends, when met to worship God, be found so bowed in spirit 
before Him, as to receive in simplicity and faith that which may 
be thus delivered, ever cherishing a tender feeling for those who 
are called to the ministry, and a sympathy for the exercises 
which all such, and espedally those who are naturally of diffident 
minds, may have to pass through. 

It was, we believe, under a deep sense of the righteousness of 
the law of Christ, that our early friends were led to an open 
testimony against all deceit and flattery, to truth-speaking in 
their language, to honesty and sincerity in their dealings, and to 
that plainness in speech, in behaviour, and in apparel, for which 
they were conspicuous; knowing that it was required of them, as 
a part of this law, not to imitate the changing fashions of a vain 
and inconstant world. And we believe that the more our testi- 
mony in these respects is thus received, the more it will be fdt 
that it is our duty as a Christian body faithfully to uphold it. 

A reverent filial fear of God, in deep self-abasement before 
Him, is a state of great safety. This fear not only subjects the 
will, and prepares the way to bear the cross, but produces a 
tenderness of conscience in which there is great caution not to 
violate the divine law, and a quickness of imderstanding to per- 
ceive what this law is, and to distinguish that which, although 
it may have the semblance of good, is at the same time contrary 
to its purity. The conscientious follower of Christ is especially 
careful in no way to compromise his principles. Whilst treated 
with respect and esteem by those around him, and in the fiill 
enjoyment of his civil rights, he is anxious to be prepared, if 
trials should come upon him, to act with fidelity and firmness. 
He is more solicitous not to violate this law than to escape from 
suffering. He knows that if he would reign with Christy he 
must be willing to suffer with him ; (2 Tim. ii. 12 ;} he feels that» 
if this should be his portion, he can take comfort in those words 
of the apostle, " Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christy 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.'' 
(Phil. i. 29.) 

X 2 
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We have each a duty to fulfil in the church; and we shall 
have each to give an account of the right occupation of the gifts 
entrusted to us. Many by shrinking from the use of these gifts 
have suffered loss themselves, and deprived the church of their 
services. We therefore in love exhort our friends to be watchful 
in this respect ; all are not called to the same office, but every 
living member has a place of usefulness in the body ; and as he 
seeks for renewed qualifications from on high, as he is concerned 
to live not imto himself, but unto Him who died for us and rose 
again, (2 Cor. v. 15), he will experience that the service of Christ 
is blessed ; and that in it there is a joy, and peace, and holy 
settlement, which the world can never bestow. 

The accounts of the sufferings of our friends in the maintenance 
of our testimony against all ecclesiastical demands, including 
the costs and charges of distraint, is upwards of ten thousand 
eight hundred pounds. An unhallowed interference with sacred 
things by the exercise of human authority, and the usurpation 
of an unwarranted influence on the mind of man in these 
matters, preventing the full surrender of the heart to the rightful 
government of our holy Redeemer, have long impeded the 
progress of vital Christianity on the earth. These evils are at 
this time showing themselves under various and specious forms 
in this and in other lands. Hence we feel it additionally in- 
cumbent upon us to maintain, through holy help, in meekness 
and firmness, that testimony to the free teaching of the Spirit of 
Truth and to the undivided authority of Christ in his church, 
which our society has always borne. Were we to abandon these 
principles we could not expect to flourish or even to exist as a 
distinct religious body. 

An Epistle from our dear friends in Ireland, and one firom the 
several Yearly meetings of North America, have been received 
in this as in former years, to our comfort and instruction. 

We have been deeply afflicted by the consideration of the 
continued existence and extent of slavery in the colonies and 
dependencies of several of the nations of Europe, as well as in 
America ; and we have been led into feelings of warm sympathy 
with the suffering victims of this cruel and anti-Christian system, 
wherever they may be : we earnestly desire that the day may be 
hastened when every yoke of oppression shall be broken. 

War still prevails in the East : we mourn over the calamities 
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and miseries which it is producing. We think with sorrow of 
heart on the lot of those of our countrymen who are sent forth, 
not on works of mercy, to distant lands where the inhabitants of 
this favoured isle ought to show forth the fruits of the mild and 
peaceable religion of Jesus; but on errands of revenge and 
bloodshed, from which they may never return. May it please 
the Almighty Parent of the universe so to influence the hearts 
of our rulers, as that peace may be speedily restored, and that 
they may maintain the bond of amity with every nation of the 
earth. 

Whilst thus adverting to the distresses of the people of distant 
countries, we are not insensible to the sufferings of the poor at 
home. We turn with feelings of deep commiseration to the 
multitudes in this land who are pining from penury, and from 
an utter insufficiency of food and raiment. These privations are 
very hard to endure, but we may be instructed in observing the 
great patience with which they have been borne. Many of our 
members have taken an active part in alleviating the miseries by 
which they were surrounded ; and we encourage all our friends 
liberally to perform this obvious Christian duty, of caring for 
and helping their distressed neighbours j ever remembering ''the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.'' (Acts xx. 35.) 

Dear friends, we separate in love, and under a precious feeling 
of that harmony with which we have proceeded in various im- 
portant deliberations. We cordially bid you farewell in the 
Lord. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Geoboe Stagey, 
dark to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1843. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the 2iid of the Sixth Month, 
isduBive, 1843. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have again been permitted to meet, and in harmony to 
deliberate upon many subjects which immediately relate to the 
welfare of our religious Society ; but which, at the same time^ 
we believe to have a close bearing upon the interests of the 
church imiversal. Whilst, as a Christian body, we have much 
cause for humiliation, we are reverently thankful for the evi- 
dence now afforded us, that the Lord is near to do us good. 
Our faith is confirmed in the reality of that foundation on 
which, as a church, we have been concerned to rest ; and we 
invite our brethren and sisters everywhere to build on this 
unchangeable foundation — ^' Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and for ever/^ (Heb. xiii. 8.) 

Beloved friends, come unto Him in faith. Wait from time 
to time for the renewings of the Holy Ghost* Then will you 
see in the light of truth that you are called to separate your- 
selves from the world and all its defilements ; and constantly 
to remember, that exalted as the standard is which is set before 
us, Christ hath left us an example that we should follow his 
steps. Truly our calling as Christians is a high and holy calling ; 
but it is that at which we are to aim. What close searchings of 
heart, what humiliations, and what baptisms are needed, before 
we are brought to the blessed experience of those who are 
wholly given up to live unto Him who died for them ; but great 
are their joy and peace : feeling themselves as strangers and 
pilgrims upon earth, walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, it is at times given them to feel the 
consolation of the words of the apostle, " Truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ." (1 John i. S.) 

Let us, dear friends, be encouraged to press after this blessed 
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Experience. In so doing we shall be greatly helped by minding 
the gentlest intimations of the Spirit of Truth. Let ns seek to 
know our Lord's will, even in the regulation of our outward 
concerns. May our wants be few, and may we set a high value 
on true contentment ; taking heed that we live above the world, 
and are not buried in its cares. If through the Divine blessing 
upon our honest industry, riches increase, we should be very 
watchfol not to set our hearts upon them ; and, whilst exercising 
due economy, should be liberal to the poor and distressed. 
(Psalm Ixii. 10.) In the discharge of our parental duties, it 
should be our concern that our beloved offspring do not acquire 
habits and notions which are at variance with true Christian 
simplicity, and which may prove a burthen to them. Then, if 
adversity come upon us, how much bitterness and self-condem- 
nation shall we be spared, and how will our nearest connexions in 
life escape that suffering which has been experienced in many 
families, in which a contrary course has been pursued I 

As the mind is alive to the value of a renewal of spiritual 
strength, the duty is strongly felt of withdrawing from the 
lawful pursuits of business to wait upon God in our week-day 
meetings. Many amongst us can bear testimony to the comfort 
and strength which they have derived from the performance of 
this service. We entreat all, whether members of large or of 
small meetings, to assemble regularly and punctually to partake 
of this privilege, — the united worship of the Father of all our 
mercies, in spirit and in truth. He is still nigh imto all that 
eall upon Him ; and as an exercise of spirit is maintained. He 
causes his living presence at times to be felt to the refreshment 
of the hungry soul, and renewed ability is received to perform 
the duties of life to his honour. As the heads of families are 
thus concerned for the good of their own souls, their care 
extends to all who are connected with them, whether their 
children or servants, their clerks or other assistants, that they 
also may partake of the benefit of attending our religions meet* 
ings in the course of the week. Some difficulties may present 
themselves in making the needful arrangements for this purpose ; 
but as there is a steady perseverance to accomplish the object, 
we believe that these difficulties will often be found to lessen, 
and even to disappear. 

We take comfort in the persuasion that many of you, beloved 
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young friends, are not only permitted to see and to approve 
things that are excellent, but that, by following the leadings of 
Christ the good Shepherd^ you have been strengthened to take 
some steps in the path of self-denial. In this awakened state, 
you have, we believe, been brought to see the value and the 
excellency of our Christian principles and practices. Warm are 
our desires that you may be faithful to the requirings of your 
Lord ; endeavouring to walk before Him in the path of indi- 
vidual duty. May you be kept in a humble, contrite spirit ; 
it is with such that the Lord graciously condescends to dwell. 
Li the exercise of continual watchfulness, be very careful, in the 
succeeding steps of your Christian progress, that you enter upon 
nothing which interferes with your bearing the yoke of Christy 
or which renders its restraints irksome. Remember that ye are 
not your own, that ye are bought with a price ; and be concerned 
so to occupy the time and talents entrusted to you, that you may 
thereby glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God's. (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.) The watchword of the day, not only to 
our younger members, but to those more advanced in life, is — 
Mind your calling, brethren ! 

We believe it to have been given to us to uphold Christianity 
in its primitive purity. The Gospel is that mighty power which 
is appointed to destroy the works of the devil by setting up the 
kingdom of Christ in the heart of man ; Christ died for our sins, 
and rose again for our justification (Rom. iv. 25) — blessed and 
heart-cheering truths ! But the application of that blood which 
sprinkles the heart &om an evil conscience is a spiritual work, 
to be known only by those whom the Lord hath quickened by 
his grace to see their need of a Saviour, and to accept Him as 
their deliverer &om the chains of guilt and the power of sin. 

The religion of Jesus, in its full development, abrogates all 
the symbols and rituals of the Jewish church, and destroys those 
works of the carnal mind, by which, in the time of the apostacy, 
the priesthood of man was substituted for that of Christ, and 
outward forms took the place of the unchanging power and 
holiness of the gospel. It is but too obvious that there is a 
great tendency, in the present day, to have recourse to sensible 
objects and outward observances in the service and worship of 
God; by which the mind is in imminent danger of resting in 
forms, rather than coming to the substance of the Gospel. 
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Warm are our desires that our ancient testimony to the spiritual 
nature of the Christian religion and against all ceremonial 
usages^ may be preserved inviolate ; and we strongly recommend 
our dear friends to be very watchful, that nothing be allowed to 
estrange them from a full appreciation of its value and impor- 
tance. May we all be concerned, both in word and deed, to 
exemplify before our fellow-professors of the Christian name, the 
great truth, that " the kingdom of God is not meat and drink ; 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.'' 
(Bom. xiv. 17.) We have need to be humbled under a sense of 
our unfruitfulness, in not showing forth unto others more fully 
the excellency and the power. of these principles; but may we 
never seek to lower the standard of divine truth to suit our 
languor and cold-heartedness. If we have not the Spirit of 
Christ we are none of bis ; and if Christ be in us, the body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
(Bom. viii. 9, 10.) May we become dead to sin, and alive unto 
righteousness, then we believe would his gifts be more abun- 
dantly showered down upon us, for our own consolation and 
the edification of the church. 

" Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.'* (2 Cor. 
iii. 17.) The freedom of gospel ministry, and the liberty of 
all the living members of the Christian church to exercise 
the gifts bestowed upon them by its Holy Head, hav6 been 
among the most prominent testimonies of our religious Society. 
In the fear of God, our early friends protested against the 
exercise of authority over conscience in matters between man 
and his Creator; and against the assumption, by any one indi- 
vidual, to act as the sole agent for the people in their assemblies 
for divine worship. We believe that this arrangement, by which 
the conducting of services in a Christian congregation rests with 
the minister, and the hearers are precluded from the exercise of 
spiritual gifts in the public worship of God, is a departure from 
primitive Christianity. In regard to these things, beloved 
friends, accept the word of earnest exhortation: —Stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made ua free. (GaL v. 1.) 

But, dear brethren, let your stedfastness in these and in all 
other things, be in the meekness of wisdom. The truth leads 
into gentleness as well as firmness. Let us remember that " the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God/' (James 
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i. 20.) The ways of the Lord are not our ways, nor his thoughts 
onr thoughts : (Isaiah Iv. 3 :) He is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in working : be patient, therefore, brethren. There 
is great power as well as safety in meekness and patience. 
Much of an agitated spirit prevails in our beloved country. 
May the Lord, who, notwithstanding its manifold sins, has so 
eminently blessed it, still extend his merciful care over it. We 
have ever maintained that it is our duty to obey all the enact* 
ments of civil government, except those by which our allegiance 
to God is interfered with. We owe much to its blessings; 
through it we enjoy liberty and protection in connexion with 
law and order ; and whilst bound by our sense of religious con- 
viction not to comply with those requisitions which violate our 
Christian principles, we desire ever to be found of those who are 
quiet in the land; a condition favourable to true Christian 
patriotism, and in which, se'rvices highly valuable and useful 
may be rendered to the community. 

Various objects of a popular nature engage the public atten- 
tion at the present time. We believe that many amongst us 
have, from philanthropic motives, taken an active part in pro- 
moting them. Some of these things are calculated to bring 
with them great excitement. We tenderly invite our brethren 
to consider, whether in any of the associations for these objects, 
there is a tendency to lead away from that patient exercise of 
spirit and that quiet self-examination, which are not only con- 
ducive but necessary to a growth in grace, which constitutes 
the healthy state of the Christian ; and to be on their guard, 
lest such associations should gradually draw them into that 
assimilation with the world which is unlawful to a follower of 
Christ. 

Since we last met together, multitudes of our fdlow-countty- 
men have been in great distress. It affords us much satisfac- 
tion that many of our members have, by pecuniary aid, mani- 
fested their feeling for the sufferers, and others have also 
diligently visited the wretched abodes of poverty and want. 
We encourage the continued active exercise of that sympathy 
which searches out the sorrows and alleviates the sufferings of 
the poor, the widow, and the fatherless. May none of us 
deprive ourselves of the privilege of exercising this Christian 
duty, or withdraw from its judicious performance. 
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The enonnotis sin and the wide-spread existence of the riaye- 
trade and of slavery have afresh come before us. Whilst no 
active measure has been at this time adopted to hasten the ter- 
mination of this system of iniquity, we believe that there is 
still a part to be taken by our religious Society collectively, and 
by its members individually, on behalf of our oppressed and 
enslaved fellow-men. The character of this sin, so offensive in 
the sight of our merciful Creator, and the miseries and injustice 
which are inseparable from it, are now so well known and under- 
stood that we have no excuse for not yielding our minds to the 
subject. May the day be near when every nation shall be free 
from participating in this complicated guilt. We are glad to 
observe that our dear friends in America, from whose several 
Yearly Meetings we have received acceptable Epistles, (as well 
as one from that of Ireland,) are alive to this cause, and that 
they do, from time to time, avail themselves of suitable oppor- 
tunities to plead for the oppressed, before their rulers. The 
circumstances of the North American Indians are annually 
brought under our notice through this correspondence. Our 
sympathy is a&esh excited for these deeply-injured people : we 
are glad to know that our dear brethren on the other side of 
the Atlantic continue their endeavours to do them good. The 
injustice with which they have been treated, and the cruel and 
arbitrary way in which the power of conquest has been and is 
still exercised by those who call themselves Christians, in 
countries where the religion of our holy Redeemer is not pro- 
fessed, is a reproach to the nations which bear his name. May 
we all be so imbued with a sense of the benign, the peaceable, 
and the merciful character of his law, as to maintain a just and 
true sense of the wrongs which have been thus inflicted. 

We are still subjected to suffering in the support of our con- 
scientions scruple against the payment of ecclesiastical claims. 
The amount reported under that head, including the charges of 
distraint, is upwards of ten thousand three hundred pounds. 
We commend this our ancient testimony, to the close consider- 
ation of all our members. We regard the altered circumstances 
in which we are placed by the recent change in the laws 
respecting tithe, and the tendency, which is but too obvious, to 
various acts of ecclesiaflftical domination, as calling upon us to 
ask coimsel of the Lord, and, by the help of his grace and the 
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exercise of a tender conscience^ to uphold our spiritual views of 
Christian truth with integrity and faithfulness. 

Beloved friends ! Short is the period of our mortal existence. 
May we all be established in a living faith in Christ. May we be 
found diligently occupying the talent entrusted to us^ with a single 
eye to the service of our Lord. And may we every one, when . 
we appear at the judgment-seat of Christy be counted worthy to 
stand before the Son of man. (Luke xxi. 36.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

Geoege Stacey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1844. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 22nd of the Fiflh Month, to the 31st of the same, 
indnaiye, 1844. 

To ihe Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deae Friends, 

In this Yearly Meeting some sweet enjoyment has been 
granted ns in the imity of the Spirit. In that love in which we 
have been refreshed and comforted together we salute you, 
desiring that " grace and peace " may " be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord/' 
(2 Peter i. 2.) 

The right ordering of our families and the religious training 
of our young people have formed a prominent part of the exer- 
cise of this meeting. Education, in the largest and most 
comprehensive sense of the word, constitutes an important 
branch of Christian discipline : it was strongly enjoined in the 
precepts of the Old Testament ; it held a conspicuous place in 
the church of Christ in its earliest days ; and in our own Society 
it has ever been an object of concern and solicitude. Our fore- 
fathers were men fearing God : in this fear it was their honest 
concern to keep themselves from the corruptions of the world : 
they had deep experience in that warfare in which ''the flesU 
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lusteth against the Spirit^ and the Spirit against the flesh /^ 
(Gal. V. 17.) and through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, 
and by the working of his power, they were brought into that 
liberty and peace, and that hope for the life to come, which are 
set before us in the Gospel. They had a strong sense of the 
inherent tendency of the heart of man to pride and vanity, and 
that these corrupt propensities could not be overcome but by 
the power of the Spirit of God ; hence their great aim in the 
religious education of their children, was to turn their minds to 
those secret convictions by which the Lord is pleased, even in 
very childhood, to visit the soul of man : they sought to bring 
their little ones to Jesus ; and many were those in whom this 
godly care was eminently prospered. The earlier and later 
periods of our history furnish us with instances of young people 
trained up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
(Eph. vi. 4,) who, having borne the yoke in meek submission to 
the restraints of that wisdom which is from above, approved 
themselves in after life good soldiers of Jesus Christ, enduring 
hardness for his sake. And many have been the instances of 
children, who, gathered to the bosom of their Saviour in their 
very tender years, have given testimony, upon the bed of sickness 
and at the approach of death, to the efficacy of that living faith 
in Christ, which had been nurtured within them by the watchful 
and Christian care of their parents. Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings the Lord has perfected praise. (Matt. xxi. 16.) 

The years spent at school form an important stage in life, in 
which much of good or of evil may be imbibed. We are glad 
to believe, that a Christian care is maintained for the religious 
and moral training of the children of Friends in our schools, and 
that many who are engaged in this service, are conscientiously 
concerned faithfully to fulfil the duties of their calling. This 
useful and honourable calling, whilst it has its peculiar interests 
and satisfaction, has also its peculiar trials and discouragements. 
We wish to offer to those thus employed the expression of our 
sympathy, and to encourage them to patient perseverance in 
carrying out that great part of education, which conduces to the 
establishment of sound Christian principles and good habits. 
We need hardly say, dear friends, that your success in this 
service will greatly depend on your maintaining a watchful 
exercise of spirit before the Lord, that your example in all 
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things may commend itself to the children under yoor tuition. 
In this^ as well as other periods of youthful trainings it is 
important^ whilst evil is steadily repressed and a good discipline 
maintained^ that those who have the care of youth should yield 
themselves to sympathy with their trials^ and endeavour^ as 
they may be enabled^ to help them in their weakness^ and in 
their earliest struggles against the evils of their own hearts. 

Beligious education is not confined to the nurture of early 
childhood, nor to the training of youth during the period gene- 
rally passed at school. The circumstances of young people firom 
the time of their leaving school^ and as they pass onwards to 
early manhood^ have awakened our tender solicitude. Their 
inexperience, their temptations, and the disadvantages under 
which some of them are placed, give them a strong claim upon 
the kind consideration and the watchful care of Friends ; those 
especially in whose families they are placed, whether as appren- 
tices or otherwise, have the opportunity of contributing largely 
to the comfort, and help, and good of those in their employ, by 
protecting them from harm, and strengthening their best reso- 
lutions. We believe that many of our friends are honestly 
engaged rightly to discharge these duties : we are well aware 
that they cannot do so without personal sacrifice, but we would 
have them to consider, that in such acts of fatherly kindness 
they may be the means of doing much towards keeping firom 
evil this interesting portion of their household. As there is joy 
in Heaven over the repentance of one transgressor, (Luke xv. 7,) 
surely those who are made instrumental in sheltering their 
younger brethren from evil, must be employed in a service 
acceptable to their Lord, and they will not lose their iceward. 

For you, dear young friends, the objects of our sympathy and 
love, we would express our strong desire, we believe we may say 
our fervent prayer, that the ever-watchful care of the Heavenly 
Shepherd may be over you for good : yours is indeed a slippery 
path, and a period of life beset with many and strong tempta- 
tions : even in the most favoured allotment there are snares both 
secretly and more openly laid for your feet. O that we could 
prevail with you all to come unto Christ, to confide in Him as 
your Saviour, and to enter upon the warfare against the lusts of 
the flesh and the pride of life I If happily your hearts have been 
made tender before the Lord, and you know what it is for the 
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hand of God to be upon yoa^ beware that you never resist the 
working of his power; be frequent in presenting yourselves 
before the Lord in awful stillness ; commune with your own 
hearts ; watch for the gentlest intimations of his Holy Spirit, 
and in whatever little acts of dedication He may call for the 
acknowledgment of your love and allegiance, give yourselves 
up to his service with a willing and a ready mind ; think on the 
blessing pronounced upon the pure in heart; (Matt. v. 8,) ask 
of Gk)d that He will keep you from evU thoughts and corrupt 
imaginations ; that in your intercourse with the world, and one 
with another, in your words and all your conversation, you may 
be blameless and harmless. 

An Epistle from our dear friends in Ireland, and one from 
each of the several Yearly Meetings of North America, have 
been received in this as in former years : they have brought our 
distant fidends to our lively remembrance with feelings of 
Christian interest and affection. 

The continuance of slavery and the enormities inseparable 
from a trade in slaves, — evils affecting the temporal and eternal 
happiness of millions of our fellow-men, — have, upon the present 
occasion, had large place in our sympathies and attention. Under 
the pressure of religious concern, both for the oppressor and the 
oppressed, and in the conviction that, so long as slavery exists, 
there is no hope that the slave-trade will cease, this meeting has 
thought it right to issue an appeal to the public in relation to 
these iniquities^ and we commend the subject in all its bearings 
to the fellow-feeling and the unremitting efforts of Friends. 

The amount of the sufferings of our members in the support 
of our testimony against ecclesiastical demands, including the 
expenses of distraint, is upwards of eleven thousand one hundred 
pounds. The steady and consistent support of our ancient testi-* 
mony to the spiritual character of true worship, to the freedom 
of gospel ministry, and to the immediate government of Christ 
in his church, has been felt by us, at this time, to be highly 
important. We greatly desire that the true liberty of the Gospel, 
with reference to the arrangements and constitution of the 
church, may come to be more seen and appreciated by all who 
profess the name of Christ. Then would the union of ecdesias- 
tical and secular power, from which spring the forcible imposi- 
tions for the support of religious services, cease to oppress tender 
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consciences^ and many grievous impediments to the free course 
of Gospel truth would, we believe, be removed. 

" It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful :" 
(1 Cor. iv. 2 :) we had need often to ponder the nature and 
extent of our stewardship in life, and to call to mind that day 
of awful reckoning in which every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God. Happy is that man who, seeking to maintain 
a good conscience towards God, hath ceased to live unto himself, 
and is living unto Him who died for us and rose again. (2 Cor. 
V. 15.) Those to whom it is given upon this wise to look upon 
themselves as bought with a price, and who do desire that they 
may be helped to glorify God in their body, and in their spirit 
which are God's, (1 Cor. vi. 20,) (and is it not to this, dear 
friends, that we are, every one of us, called ?) will be brought 
to feel that this is not the place of their rest ; their hearts being 
set upon heavenly treasure, that which is earthly and perishable 
will have less place in their aflfections ; their moderation, — that 
right and temperate use of the Lord's outward gifts, — will 
appear unto all men : it will be their concern to be kept from 
the love of ease, from undue creaturely indulgence, and from 
the luxuries of life. Regulated by this Christian standard, our 
personal expenditure, our style of living, the furniture of our 
houses, the supply of our tables, the plainness and simplicity of 
our apparel, the right use of our leisure time and of our property, 
will evince, so far as these things are concerned, that the love of 
the world is losing its hold upon us, and that the love of Christ 
is growing stronger and stronger within us. This love, be it 
remembered, is an active principle ; the more we live under its 
influence, the more will our hearts be open to feel with the sor- 
rows, the infirmities and adversities of those by whom we are 
surrounded. "To do good and to communicate," (Heb. xiii. 16,) 
which forms no small part of the righteousness of the Divine 
law, will be our privilege and our pleasure. Did this love pre- 
vail, and were this righteousness allowed its rightful dominion 
among men, the true harmony of society would be maintained, 
and many of those evils which we now deplore, whose origin 
may be traced to the spirit of this world, would no longer afflict 
the family of man. 

"Blessed is he that considereth the poor.'' (Psalm xii. 1.) It 
is our desire that we may all of us be kept in that state of 
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watdifulness from day to day^ and in that sense of our respon- 
sibility to God, in which we may be enabled to ascertain whether 
a due portion of our time, our sympathies, and our substance is 
devoted to the great duty of visiting the poor in our respective 
neighbourhoods, to the inspection of their condition, and to the 
relief of their wants ; and we wish to put it to our dear young 
people, to consider whether a larger portion of their time, the 
means they may have at their disposal, and that which they 
could spare from the superfluities of life, might not be acceptably 
devoted to this object. It is important to ourselves, as well as 
to those who are in need, that the due support of those institu- 
tions, whose object is the relief of human suffering, should not 
be substituted for the personal visiting of the poor in their own. 
habitations, and the ministering to their wants. 

The annual enquiry made respecting all our members, " Are 
Friends just in their dealings, and punctual in frdfilhng their 
engagements ?'^ has claimed our close attention. We are con- 
cerned affectionately to press upon our friends everywhere the 
need of watchfulness, that we in no degree lose that nice sense 
of the standard of sterling, honest, and uncompromising integrity 
which the Gospel requires in these respects. We are, indeed, 
enjoined, both by the examples and by the precepts of the New 
Testament, to provide for our necessities, and for those who 
belong to us ; and he who neglects this duty is declared to be 
worse than an infidel ; (1 Tim. v. 8 ;) but we are required by 
the same high authority to injure no man, but in all things to 
do unto others what we would they should do unto us, and to 
be content with such things as we have, to which the blessed 
promise is annexed, " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee/* 
(Heb. xiii. 5.) He who, with a conscience quickened by Divine 
grace, acts up to this holy standard, will be preserved from the 
snare of engaging in transactions in business whereby the pro- 
perty of others may be endangered, or reproach be brought upon 
the cause of Truth. 

A comprehensive view of our religious profession has brought 
us into deep and serious thoughtfulness on the ground and 
origin of all Christian testimony. In the morning of the blessed 
and glorious gospel day, when, in the language of the apostle^ 
it was declared, " The darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth '* — (1 Johnii 8)— by the Spirit of God enlightening the 
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dark heart of man^ the early ChiiBtians were brought to see 
how much there was in the world of which they had need to 
deny themselves^ and from which they were to be converted. 
They gave themselves up to the Lord, and following Him as He 
was pleased to lead them, in the midst of persecution, stripes, 
and imprisonments, and surrounded by all the abominations 
of pagan darkness, they stood a witness against the world, and 
became *' a peculiar people zealous of good works/' (Titus ii. 14.) 
Had they resisted this Divine visitation, they never would 
have become that peculiar people, nor in their daily walk would 
their light have shined to the glory of God. Our forefathers 
being brought to the dear shining of the same light, acted upon 
the same principle. That which they saw was of the spirit of 
the world, which had its origin in the pride of man and minis* 
tered to the vanity of the creature, they resisted ; though they 
counted the cost, and could not but see to what degree their 
faithfulness would bring upon them the obloquy, and contempt, 
and persecution of the powers of their day : they fainted not; 
they followed their Lord step by step as He was pleased to lead 
them; they withdrew themselves from that which they saw and 
felt to be evil, and in their faithfulness to God, tJiey also in their 
day stood as a witness against the world ; they became a peculiar 
people, and, according to their measure, they were zealous of 
good works. 

To the same origin we trace all our Christian testimonies. 
Those which we bear to the spirituality of the Gospel and against 
the corruptions of the professing church ; to the peaoeableness 
of the law of Christ, and against the evil policy of the world, 
and also our testimony to simplicity, truthfulness, and plainness 
in speech and apparel, — all of which hold an important place in 
our Christian profession — spring from the same root. Therefore 
we press it upon Friends everywhere that they believe in the 
light, (John xii. 36,) that they bring all their deeds to the light, 
that that which is of God and that which is of the world may 
be made manifest : (Eph. v. 13 :) and in whatsoever it be, in 
which we have lapsed into the spirit of the world, whether in 
our habits, our conversation, our demeanour and attire, or that 
which is merely ornamental in our houses, or in whatever other 
thing the world has found place among us, may we, beloved 
friends I be made willing to renounce it, and, bearing the crow 
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and deapifling the shame, maj we be given up in heart to pursue 
that course whidi makes for peace — ^that peace^ the value of 
which we believe many of our dear friends can largely appreciate^ 
and which we earnestly desire may become more abundantly 
the enjoyment of us all. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep us from fallings apd to 
present us faultless before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy> to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. ( Jude, 24, 26.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stacet, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1845. 



From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2lBt of the Fifth Month, to the 31flt of the same, 
iuduBive, 184^. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We reverently accept it as a token of the care and tender 
kindness of our Lord, that, in this our annual assembly, we 
have been helped to labour together in love, and that, under 
some measure of the anointing received from Him, we have been 
confirmed in the blessed truth, that the foundation of Ood 
standeth sure. (2 Tim. ii. 19.) We have been quickened to a 
strong desire, that that which was the experience of the Lord*s 
people in the early days of the Christian church may be ours, 
and that it may be yours ; even that as lively stones, we may be 
built upon this foundation, a spiritual house, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ; (1 Peter ii. 5;) that 
OUT faith and hope may be in God, and that we may be made 
fruitful in every good work. To the apostles and their fellow- 
believers, their love to the brethren was evidence that they had 
''passed fron death unto life.'' (1 John iiL 14.) Knit together 
in love^ they w^m made wilUng to bear one aa^ther's burdens, 

Y 2 
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and to sympathise one with the other in the sorrows and temp« 
tations of life. We have^ at this time^ some precious sense 
of the comfort and strength of true Christian fellowship^ and 
earnestly desire that 'all Friends, wherever situated^ may be 
yet more and more closely bound one to another in this 
blessed bond. 

Christ Jesus our Saviour^ though Lord of all, declared con- 
cerning himself to his disciples^ ^^ I am among you as he that 
seryeth.^^ (Luke xxii. 27.) He washed their feet, and by this 
instance of condescension and humility he has left us an example 
that, following his steps, we should serye one another in love. 
(John xiii. 6.) True Christian humility brings us to a right 
estimate of our helplessness and unworthiness. It greatly pro- 
motes the harmony and peace of religious society, helps us to 
bear with the infirmities of our brethren, and leads us to a due 
consideration for the diversity of gifts, and a just value for the 
various Christian graces conferred upon our fellow-believers : it 
excludes evil surmisings one of another ; it shuts out the judging 
spirit which genders envy and strife, and which, according to 
the language of the apostle, indicates the carnal mind. (1 Cor. iii. 
8.) It gives us a lively sense that all that we have and all that 
we are is of the grace of Qod ; and leads the soul to an earnest 
aspiration to be permitted to enjoy some portion of the blessed- 
ness set forth in those words of our Lord, '' that they all may be 
one.'' (John xvii. 21.) ' 

Every period of life, every variety of circumstances in the 
condition of man, has its peculiar temptations. The schemes 
now afloat for the employment of capital, some of them holding 
out the promise of large and rapid accumulation of wealth, 
render the present to many a day of great danger. Our desires 
are strong that those engaged in trade and commerce, and such 
as already possess a competency in life, may be duly aware of 
the snares which surround them, and that we, all of us, may 
stand open to the secret checks of the Spirit of the Lord, 
which are at times sensibly felt within us, even whilst we are 
actively engaged in our daily avocations, and which would often 
hold us back from prosecuting our own purposes. And may • 
those of our dear friends, whether in earlier or more advanced 
life, who may be endued with talents which seem peculiarly 
adapted to the affairs of this life, and whose temptation it may 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1845.] YEABLY MEETING. 325 

be to enter very largely into its concerns, duly appreciate this 
inward restraint thus graciously vouchsafed. This would set 
limits to their pursuit of the things that perish^ and bring them 
to that quiet and contented mind in which^ taught of the Lord^ 
they, would see the infinite value of heavenly over earthly things, 
and seek to devote the whole man to Him. The secret working 
of the Spirit of God within us^ that which enlightens^ reproves^ 
condemns^ and warns us, is amongst the chiefest blessings that 
He confers upon man. It is a gift for which we must render an 
account to the Giver; and happy will it be for those who, in 
the day of their visitation, have been brought by such means to 
Christ, and to a living interest in his great salvation. 

To the truly religious mind nothing is more precious or 
important, especially in the more advanced stages of life, than a 
patient, hopeful trust in God. For such of our beloved friends 
as have occasion to speak well of his fatherly care, in the pro- 
vision which they have been helped to make for their latter days, 
we tenderly desire that their minds may not be harrassed by 
any of these temptations, and that nothing may be allowed to 
interrupt that quietness and confidence with which they may be 
blessed of the Lord in the evening of their day. 

Some of the speculations by which individuals have been 
betrayed into haste to become rich, may appear for a time 
to have been prospered; yet if by these undertakings they have 
been leavened into a worldly mind^ and the ease of affluence has 
deadened their sense of the transcendent excellence of heavenly 
things, instead of their having been fruitful to God, we speak it 
with sorrow, leanness has entered into their souls. (Psalm cvi. 
15.) We are therefore engaged to offer the word of pressing 
exhortation to Friends, and particularly to our younger brethren 
in their outset in life, that they endeavour to be satisfied with 
the moderate gains and profits of the ordinary course of trade, 
that they be not ashamed of those lawful callings in which 
Divine Providence may have placed them, and that, as honest 
Christian tradesmen, their uprightness and circumspection in all 
things, may adorn the high profession we make of our obli- 
gation to serve the Lord in our outward concerns. We cannot 
doubt but these will be blessed in their endeavours, and ample 
opportunity be granted them for the full performance of all 
their religious duties, and that in many ways they will be helped 
to contribute to the good of those around them. 
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In connexion with our Christian testimonj to phinneM of 
speech, behaviour^ and apparel^ our attention has been especially 
turned to the practice of wearing mourning garments on the 
occasion of the decease of relatives and friends ; and we feel 
concerned to offer an affectionate caution to our members against 
this obvious conformity to the vain and oppressive customs of 
the world. The practice alluded to^ not only involves a de- 
parture from that simplicity of attire which becomes the self- 
denying disciple of the Lord Jesus^ but there are^ in our view, 
other special grounds of objection to it. Amongst these^ it may 
be remarked, that it tends to occupy the thoughts with useless 
and frivolous objects, at a time when it is peculiarly important 
that nothing should interfere with those precious visitations of 
the love of God to the soul, which often, in an especial manner, 
accompany the afflictive dispensations of the Most High in the 
death of our near connexions, contriting the hard heart and 
comforting the true mourner. It is, moreover, in many instances 
a token of a sorrow not really felt ; and thus includes a departure 
from that strict truthfulness which, in deed as well as in word, 
ought ever to mark the Christian character. We are also desirous 
of cautioning our friends against those progressive deviations 
from simplicity of dress in other respects, and that gradual 
assimilation with the world, which we believe often render it 
additionally difficult for them to resist its customs in this par- 
ticular. When the axe is laid to the root of the corrupt tree 
within us, (Matt. iii. lOJ everything which savours of pride and 
ostentation will be done away: when the tree is made good, 
the fruit will be good also, and a blessed evidence of the inward 
change will be manifest in the whole outer man, in attire, in 
language, in deportment, and in his daily walk in life. 

We have received an Epistle from our brethren in Ireland, 
and one from each of the Yearly Meetings in North America ^ 
and we afresh feel that this intercourse, maintained as it is in 
Christian fellowship, has a tendency to unite us as one body in 
the love and harmony of the gospel. 

Accounts of the sufferings of our members in consequence of 
ecclesiastical claims, including the costs of distraint, have been 
presented to this meeting to the amount of about ten thousand 
two hundred pounds. Our testimony against these imposittons 
rests upon a deep religious conviction, that the things which are 
imposed are contrary to the Divine wfll as laid down in the New 
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Testament ; and that a compliance with human authority, in 
the payment of demands for the support of those religious forms 
and practices from which we conscientiously dissent, is a virtual 
recognition and acknowledgment of them. 

In contemplating the ground of this testimony we may remind 
you, dear friends, that it is the superior privilege of the Christian 
covenant, as contrasted with that of the law, that all true 
believers are permitted, without the intervention of their fellow 
men, to have access to God through Jesus Christ : humbled 
before Him in contrition and repentance, they may come with 
boldness to the throne of grace, to receive the forgiveness of 
their sins for his sake ; and from time to time to be furnished 
with those aids Which they stand in need of from Him who has 
promised to be with his disciples to the end of the world. It is 
his prerogative to teach his people Himself, and also to endue 
the members of his church with gifts for the carrying out of his 
purposes among men, and for the edification of the body in love : 
(Eph. iv. 8 — 16:) we gratefully accept these provisions of his 
wisdom and mercy in all the affairs of the chtirch. 

The blessings and privileges of the Christian dispensation are, 
in our apprehension, greatly interfered with by the systems of 
human invention introduced into the worship of Ood, whereby 
the dependence of the people is chiefly placed upon man, and 
under which man assumes a power in the church, inconsistent 
with the free exercise of those gifts which it may please the 
Lord to confer. This assumption was one of the earliest, and 
continues to be one of the most grievous corruptions of the pro- 
fessing church. It adapts itself to the corrupt nature of man, 
who, whilst desiring to have hold of Heaven, still cleaves to the 
earth ; and seeks to find some easier way to the kingdom than 
by submitting to that regeneration of heart, without which we 
are told by the highest authority that we cannot enter the king- 
dom of Ood. (John iii. 3.) 

We fed truly grateful for that large measure of religious 
liberty which, after a protracted period of cruel sufferings, has 
long been afforded to our Society. We love our country, and 
we are, in the largest sense of the term, a Protestant church. 
But we believe that in continuing to usurp authority over con- 
science in the exercise of the civil power, by maintaining 
-established forms of worship, and by obliging men to contribute 
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to those which they conscientiously disapprove^ one of the worst 
features of the apostacy is retained. We think that with a 
right sense of the inestimable value of religious truth no truly 
conscientious man could join in supporting rights and practices 
which he believes to be contrary to the law of Christy and to 
the spirit of his religion^ and still less could he impose the main* 
tenance of his own religious opinions and practices upon those 
who differ from him. True religion undoubtedly leads us to do 
to others as we would that they should do to us. The establish- 
ment of one system of faith and observance as the religion of the 
state^ and the provision by the civil power for all the various 
sects which may divide the people^ appear to us alike un- 
warranted^ the former as an assumption of exclusive rule^ the 
latter as treating the great questions of religion as matters of 
indifference^ and both as infringing the precept of our Holy 
Redeemer^ " Freely ye have received, freely give.'' (Matt. x. 8.) 
— We desire, therefore, that this our ancient testimony may be 
steadily maintained in the meekness of wisdom, remembering 
that the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

It is our earnest and affectionate concern, that our dear young 
friends who are just rising into maturity, may be given up to 
walk in the path of Christian self-denial, and that they may be 
kept from treading any of those devious ways which lead from 
true simplicity and purity. We believe that many of them are 
not insensible to that exercise of mind from which the prayer of 
the Psalmist ascended, '^ Create in me a clean heart, O Ood ; and 
renew a right spirit within me.'' (Psalm li. 10.) Fervent are 
our desires that nothing may obstruct the work of the Lord 
within them, but that in watchfulness and prayer from day to 
day they may maintain the spiritual warfare, and, strong in the 
strength of their Lord, approve themselves good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ ; so that whether they be called hence in early life, 
or their days be prolonged to more advanced age, they may 
ultimately partake, in its everlasting fulness, of that of which our 
Saviour has spoken : ^' Blessed are the pure in heart : for they 
shall see God." (Matt. v. 8.) 

We separate in the thankful acknowledgment, that the Lord 
has been very gracious to us in our various and important 
deliberations. We commend you all with our own souls, 
whether in the crowded city or in the secluded allotment of 
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country life^ to his provideuce and grace; earnestly craving 
that we may every one of us so live unto Him that died for us, 
that He may, on the solemn day of decision, confess us before 
bis Father and the holy angels. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stagey, 
Clerk to the meetmg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1846. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the ilfth Month, to the 30th of the same, 
indiisive, 1846. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Through the goodness of the Lord, we have again been per- 
mitted to come together. He has been pleased to grant xis 
renewed evidence of his fatherly care, whereby our hearts have 
been made contrite before Him. Under the sense of this, his 
unmerited kindness, we offer you the salutation of our love, 
desiring that we may all be united in the faith, the hope, and 
the fellowship of the Gospel. 

The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is precious. 
(Eph. iv. 3.) This unity is in Christ : he is the ever-living 
head. He knoweth all the members of his body, under what- 
ever denomination they may be found amongst men ; and as 
their whole trust is in Him, he careth for them, preserveth 
them, and leadeth them safely along. It is in the knowledge 
of Him as the one Lord ruling in the soul, that the true 
brotherhood of his family is experienced. 

Beloved Friends, it is our concern at the present time, that 
the unity which is in Christ may more and more prevail 
throughout our religious Society, in whatever part of the earth 
its members are found, whether in smaller or larger companies. 
It is a precious truth to us in our fallen condition, ^' that God 
was in Christy reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
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their trespassea unto them :'^ (2 Cor. y. 19 :) Christy who knew 
no sin^ who was a propitiatory offering for our sins and for the 
sins of all mankind^ who enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the worlds (John i. 9,) and who is ever present with his 
people^ as ' their teacher to instruct them^ their counsellor to 
direct them, their shepherd to feed them, their bishop to oversee 
them, and their prophet to open divine mysteries to them/* 
was the foundation of our forefathers ; and this foundation is 
cur's. It was to this experimental knowledge of Christ that 
our early predecessors were engaged to gather all men, that 
they might really know their bodies to be prepared, sanctified, 
and made fit temples for him to dwell in. By one Spirit they 
were baptized into one body ; (1 Cor. xii. 13 j) and, rooted and 
grounded in love, they were, through the help of their Lord, 
united one to another in upholding an open and decided 
testimony to the Gospel in its primitive purity. 

But we have, we trust we may say, a godly jealousy, that, 
although continuing to profess our ancient doctrine, we are not 
practically influenced by it as we ought to be. True faith in 
Christ leads into lowliness and into a continual watchfulness 
unto prayer. And we believe, that in this condition, we shall 
feel the accordance of those testimonies which distinguish us as 
a people, with the mind of Christ, and with the declarations of 
his evangelists and apostles. As each member of the church is 
thus brought under the divine power, he will be engaged to 
serve the Lord and his people, according to the measure of 
grace and faith bestowed upon him. They who have but one 
talent will not hide it in the earth, (Matt. xxv. 25,) neither will 
they meddle with things too high for them ; and they who have 
been entrusted with larger gifts, will use them, not as lords over 
God's heritage, but as the servants of Christ, labouring abun- 
dantly for the edification of the body in love. 

Dear Friends, may we be kept in the fear of the Lord, out <^ 
the spirit of contention and of judging ; but let every one of us 
judge this, that we put not a stumbling block or an occasion to 
fall in a brother's way. (Rom. xiv. 13.) And whilst it is at all 
times the duty of the members of the church, faithfully to 
maintain the truth, and whilst some of them may rightly feel 

* Journal of George Fox, 8vo. ed., vol. i. p. 163. 
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themselves called upon openly to oppose error^ we believe that 
there is hardlj anything more inimical to the growth of vital 
religion, than indulgence in the spirit of religious controversy. 
Satan triumphs when he can make the name of Jesus a word of 
strife and debate among the professed followers of their Lord. If 
he, our soul's enemy, can but introduce men into his spirit, he 
cares little how true may be their words. Let us, therefore, each 
of us mind our own calling by keeping our eye single to the 
Lord ; and then shall we know that ''the fruit of the Spirit" will, 
in the sight of others, be " in all goodness, righteousness and 
truth," (Eph. V. 9,) and to ourselves, joy and peace. (Gal. v. 22.) 

If the minds of all our dear friends were sufficiently alive to 
the duty which we owe to Gk>d, we should not continue to hear, 
as we do, of exceptions to the attendance of our meetings ap* 
pointed to be held in the course of the week, for the worship of 
God. We desire at this time, to encourage those more especially 
who are much exposed to the spirit of the world, to be uniform 
in their endeavours to leave its many cares, and not only occa- 
sionally, but regularly, to attend these meetings. We believe 
that those, who, under a weight of outward engagements, have 
pressed through them to meet with their friends, have often 
been rewarded for so doing by a renewal of spiritual strength. 
At the same time we affectionately desire that there may be a 
care to avoid, in coming to meeting, that hurry by which the 
mind is in danger of being disqualified for the performance of 
true worship, and for partaking of that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, (John vi. 27,) which is often mercifdlly 
granted, on such occasions, to the waiting soul. We would in 
much love apply this watchword also to the attendance of our 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings for discipline. They are a 
provision which we believe has been remarkably blessed in our 
religious Society ; but the benefit may be greatly lessened when 
the mind is not detached from worldly cares, and when the 
flioulties are not offered to the service of the Lord, in the fulfil- 
ment of the duties which these meetings bring with them. 

An earthly mind shows itself in various forms. At this day 
it is especially obvious in many of the lawfrd pursuits of trade 
and commerce, but it is by no means excluded from those of 
agriculture. The enemy of man's peace knows how to suit his 
baits to the various circumstances of human life. Markets and 
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fairs may be lawfully frequented for the purchase and sale of 
produce^ but they have their peculiar snares : and he who is 
seeking to live as a consistent Christian will^ in attending them, 
endeavour, as far as practicable, to avoid all those places of 
resort, and that association, which endanger the maintenance of 
either pxureness, temperance, or integrity. And with regard to 
other modes of acquiring a liveUhood, we feel concerned, amid 
the multiplied variety of these pursuits in the present day, to 
caution our dear friends, how they enter into engagements 
which may subject them, by close and frequent intercourse, to 
the influence and example of individuals or bodies of men, 
whose minds are not under the regulating influence of the 
truth j lest thereby a worldly standard should be substituted for 
that true tenderness of conscience, which would not only pre* 
serve from injustice in dealing, but would lead us in all things, 
to do unto others as we would that they should do unto us. 
(Matt. vii. 12.) 

Nor is the leavening influence to which we have alluded, 
confined to occupations which are entered ilpon with a view to 
gain or personal advantage. It is not less insinuating or 
injurious in its efiects on those who engage in affairs of a 
public, and especially of a political nature. We would afiec* 
tionately recommend our dear fiiends to beware of entering 
into the spirit of party politics, and when they may think it 
right to exercise any political franchise which they may possess, 
to be on their guard that it be done in a temper and manner 
befitting the consistent Christian. 

We have been at this time introduced into much concern 
with reference to the well-known testimony of our religiousf 
Society against the attendance of places of diversion. Earnest 
have been our desires, that Friends everywhere, and particularly 
those in younger life, may seriously reflect on the injury, and in 
many instances the moral ruin, which pursuits of this description 
bring with them. And it is our conviction, that in proportion 
as the mind is renewed by Divine grace, all these vain amuse* 
ments will be felt to be inconsistent with the restraints of the 
Gospel, and incompatible with that quietness and peace of mind 
which are the portion of the watchful Christian. Our attention 
has also been turned to the increased exposure of our young 
friends to the temptations of music ; which we believe to be. 
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both in its acquisition and in its practice^ unfavourable to the 
health of the soul. Serious is the waste of time to those who 
give themselves up to it : and what account can they render of 
those precious hours^ which might otherwise have been devoted 
to the glory of God and the good of their neighbour. It does 
not^ however^ merely involve the absorption of time ; it not un- 
frequently leads into unprofitable^ and even pernicious associa- 
tion, andj in some instances^ to a general indulgence in the vain 
amusements of the world. 

We have^ in usual course^ received accounts of the sufferings 
of our members in Great Britain and Ireland in support of our 
testimony against all ecclesiastical claims^ and to the freedom 
of Gospel ministry. The amount thus reported^ including the 
costs and charges of distraint^ is about nine thousand three 
hundred pounds. 

Epistles have been received and read in this Meeting from 
our dear friends in Ireland^ and from those of the several 
Yearly Meetings of Friends in North America^ and we afresh 
feel the comfort and the value of this epistolary intercourse. 

We continue to deplore the wide-spread evils of the slave- 
trade and of slavery. They have for many years deeply 
interested the feelings of our religious Society ; and we hear^ 
with sorrow of hearty that they still prevail to a most affecting 
extent. We^ therefore^ again press it upou our beloved friends 
everywhere^ to yield their minds to sympathy with the enslaved^ 
and to a deep concern for the enormities of the traflic in the 
persons of men^ whether on the coast of Africa or elsewhere. 

Since we last met, much solicitude has been felt with 
reference to the threatened hostilities between this country and 
the United States of America. We cherish the fervent hope 
that so dreadful a calamity will, through the over-ruling mercy 
of the Almighty, be averted. Our testimony against all wars 
and fightings is truly a christian testimony. We rejoice in the 
belief, that a correct appreciation of the peaceable principles of 
the Gospel of Christ is spreading in our own and in other lands. 
We hail, as a symptom of this enlightened view, many instances 
of later years, in which disputes between nations have been 
settled by arbitration, and not by a recourse to the anti-christian 
practice of war. May a sense of the wisdom and true policy of 
arbitration increase, until it shall become the ultimate rule for 
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the determinatioxL of such differences. And O I that all nations 
that take upon them the name of Christy may be brought, by 
the light of his Spirit^ to see that in. having recourse to arms to 
settle disputes, and in gratifying the lust of conquest and power, 
they give occasion for his holy name to be blasphemed by 
Mahometans and Pagans. 

And now, dear brethren and sisters everywhere, we desire 
with reverence of soul, and with thankfulness to our Heavenly 
Father, to acknowledge that he has heard our prayer, and not 
turned away his mercy from us« (Fs. Ixvi. 19, 20.) His love 
has been shed abroad amongst us from one time to another, 
in which love we have enjoyed some sense of the blessed feUow- 
ship of the Spirit. May every one of us henceforward live unto 
Christ, and walk in love, as he also hath loved us, 'and hath 
given himself for us, an offering, and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour. (Eph. v. 2.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Geo&ge Stacet, 
Cl^k to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1847. 
From the Yeab-ly Meeting, held in London, bi Adjournments, 

From the 19th of the Fifth Month, to the 27th of the fsauoA 
inclusive, 1847. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friendi m Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We have at this time been comforted together in the enjoy- 
ment of that fellowship which is in the Truth, and have been 
enabled to conduct the business which has come before us, in 
much brotherly love and harmony. 

Our hearts have been made tender under a sense of our 
Saviour's love, and of the care which in this love He is still 
extending to his church, wheresoever those who belong to him 
may be scattered upon the face of the whole earth. He knoweth 
their sorrows, their wants, and the depth and ext^at of aU their 
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tribulation. Touched with the feeling of their infirmities^ 
(Heb. iv. 15^) having home oar griefs and carried our sorrows, 
(Isa. liii. 4,) he doth not fail to plead their cause^ and through 
him and for his sake^ Ood will not fail to supply all their need. 
" Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God^ let us hold fast our pro- 
fession/' (Heb. iv. 14,) and whilst we ever bear in mind what 
He hath endured for our sakes^ and the price that was paid for 
our redemption^ even '^ the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot/' (1 Peter i. 19^) and that in 
him we have a pitiful and constant intercessor, we desire for 
ourselves and for all who bear his name^ that we may ever hold 
in remembrance the practical character of the religion of the 
Gospel of our Lord, '* that we^ being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness.'' (1 Peter ii. 24.) 

A concern has been awakened amongst us, that^ as a religious 
Society^ we may be quickened yet more and more to that life 
which has its enjoyment in the service of the Lord, that life in 
which the believing soul doth hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, and, under a conviction of our utter helplessness^ and in 
the exercise of watchfulness and prayer, doth meekly submit to 
the government of Christy and follow him in obedience to the 
leading of his Spirit. It is this^ and nothing less than this, that 
will make us and keep us a spiritually-minded people; and thus, 
and in no other way, can we be prepared, as a Church, to fill up 
that place upon earth which we believe, in his great mercy, the 
Lord hath appointed us. Such is the largeness of the grace of 
God to mau, and its expanding influence upon the hearts of 
those who have had experience of its efficacy, that those who 
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, and love him imder a sense of 
what they owe to him, must desire that all men may come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, and that they all may be saved ; 
that all may be brought within that one fold of which he is the 
Shepherd. (John x. 16.) We believe that it is a day in which 
the Lord is at work among the nations ; it is our prayer that He 
may be pleased to prosper his own work, and to hasten the 
coming of that day in which, " firom the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same,'^ his " name shall be great 
am<mg the Gentiles/' (Mai. i. 11,) and the people everywhere 
be made firuitful to his praise. 
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The diligent attendance of our meetings for tlie worship of 
Almighty God^ as a public acknowledgment of our dependence 
upon Him^ is so intimately connected with our furtherance in a 
rehgious life^ that those who desire to be helped to work out 
their own salvation cannot^ we think^ but prize all such oppor- 
tunities for the renewing of their strength. Dear friends, let us 
watch that we never grow weary in thus waiting upon Orodf and 
that we be not disheartened by any of the difficulties which 
surround us. We know that some of our meetings are kept up 
under much discouragement ; some are very small^ and amongst 
the few who compose them may be those advanced in age^ and 
some who are labouring under the pressure of manifold infirm- 
ities : these have our sympathy. It is our desire and our hope 
for all our elder brethren and sisters^ whether in small meetings 
or in larger^ that they may be kept patient and steadfast in their 
trust in Ood ; and that in all their temptations, their seasons 
of sinking and of conflict^ they may rely upon his faithfidness^ 
his mercy and love. We have such strong belief that the Lord 
doth condescend to own us in the presenting of ourselves before 
Him^ and that our meetings for worship^ whether they may be 
held in silence or favoured with the ministry of the Word, are 
seasons of instruction, and at times, of awakening visitation, in 
which we are brought to a sense of that which pertains to the 
good of our souls, that it is a sorrow to us to find that any 
amongst us are allowing the cares of life, and engagements of a 
worldly nature, to deprive them of the benefit of our week-day 
meetings. Afiectionately desiring to press it upon these, to yield 
themselves to the power of that love which would draw their 
hearts from things temporal to things eternal, we invite them to 
come and sit down with their brethren, and with them to feel 
after Ood and to wait upon Him. And not only do we desire 
that Friends of every class may be thus mindful of their own 
best interest, but that they may use their endeavours, that their 
children, and every member of their household making profession 
with us, partake with them of the same spiritual advantage. 

Dear friends, we are solemnly impressed with the nature and 
extent of our Christian calling. Those who would be saved 
through Christ must live to him ; through him we are called to 
a life of virtue, holiness and self-denial, to meekness, humility 
and temperance, to that charity which is the bond of perfectness ; 
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we are commanded to render good for evil^ and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. These are high attainments^ and whilst 
we feel our own shortcomings and that we are far &om the mark 
fchat is set before us, we desire for all who make profession with 
us^ that our faith may be renewed and increased in that Divine 
Power which works in man to the converting of his heart to 
God ; which we believe will not cease to work upon the sub- 
missive mind^ until it bring to the experience and enjoyment of 
all that is comprehended in our Saviour's words, ^^ the kingdom 
of God is within you." (Luke xvii. 21.) By the working of this 
Power both in the early days of the Church of Christy and in 
subsequent generations, there were those who received the Truth 
in the love of it, and abode in it ; they were delivered from 
the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of 
the dear Son of God. (Col. L 18.) Brought to the necessity of 
renouncing the world, and renouncing its vanities and cor- 
ruptions, they gave themselves up to bear the yoke, and honoured 
him who laid that yoke upon them, by open acknowledgment 
of their allegiance to him. Living in the world, but being not 
of the world, they devoted themselves to the Lord ; they were 
diligent in the duties of their station, in domestic life, in civil 
society, and in the service of the Church, as it was laid upon 
them ; thus their light was made to shine, and through them 
the name of the Lord was glorified. In considering the faith 
and love, and obedience, of those who are gone before us, we see 
ourselves encompassed with a cloud of witnesses, whose example 
ought to quicken our souls to a more fervent zeal to walk while 
we have the light ; to work while it is day ; to lay aside every 
weight ; to bear the cross of Christ, and, in a teachable and 
willing mind, to give ourselves up to be led by him. Were this 
to become the engagement of our hearts in our respective allot- 
ments in life, and in our individual path of religious service, 
holding our proper place in the body, we should not only be 
helpful one to the other, but according to the will of God, be 
rendered instrumental to the furtherance of his work among 
men. 

As a religious society we are not living up to our calling ; we 

are not the people that we might be and that we ought to be ; 

there is amongst us too much of an earthly mind, and too little 

of the heavenly mind ; we are too much assimilated to the spirit 

VOL. n. z 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



338 BUSTLES FEOM THE [1847. 

and to the habits of the world. Were we really bearing the 
cross of Christy and subject to his government within us^ did 
we live under the conviction that we are not our own, and that 
for the right employment of every talent and every faculty with 
which God has endowed us, for his own glory and for the good 
of others, we must give account at the day of final reckoning, 
and that '' whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap," 
(Gal. vi. 7,) there would be more of the fear of the Lord resting 
upon us. Were our treasure in heaven, and our affections set 
upon the things which are above, there would be less desire for 
worldly greatness and worldly display ; we should be less eager 
in our pursuit after the riches of the world, and less anxious for 
its friendship : did we more regard the right adorning of the 
hidden man of the heart, and that ornament which in the sight 
of God is of great price, (1 Peter iii. 3, 4,) we could not spend 
our substance or our time either on costly apparel and our own 
personal adorning, or the decoration of our houses. Were our 
pleasure in that which is most pleasing to the Lord ; were we to 
regard it, as it really is, a blessing to ourselves to be made a 
means of blessing to our neighbours ; were a due portion of the 
time of our dear friends, whether in early life or in more mature 
age, devoted to visiting the poor in their own habitations, and 
to the improvement of their condition, we think that less would 
be given to mere amusement and to objects of mere personal 
gratification. We would therefore, in love, urge upon all of 
every class, both young and old, upon the rich and upon those 
who do not abound in the riches of this life, to think upon their 
high and holy calling; to remember the uncertainty of life, and 
the instability of earthly things : and let us all with one heart 
give up ourselves to the pursuit of those things which make for 
peace, and for our real usefulness amongst men, and which> 
through the help of God's holy spirit, wiU be also to our eyer- 
lasting good. 

We have, in usual course, received accounts of the sufferings 
of our members in Great Britain and Ireland in support of our 
well-known Christian testimony against tithes and other ecde* 
siastical claims. The amount thus reported, including the costs 
and charges of distraint, is upwards of nine thousand eight 
hundred and fifty pounds. 

Within the last year, it has pleased the Almighty to %isit the 
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nation of Ireland with sore affliction. Famine and disease and 
death have ensued from the failure of that crop upon which a 
lai^e proportion of the inhabitants were dependent for their 
daily food. We feel that it becomes us to speak of the dis- 
pensations of the Most High with reverence and fear : his 
^^ judgments are a great deep." (Ps. xxxvi. 6.) " God is greater 
than man/^ (Job xxxiii. 12,) and ''he giveth not account of any 
of his matters.'' His creatures, standing in awe before Him, 
trembling, and, it may be, dumb with astonishment, may well 
confess to the language with which his servant worshipped Him, 
'' O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God I how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out 1^' (Rom. xi. 83.) We desire to be instructed by 
that which we have seen and heard. It has brought us to the 
feeling of our dependent condition, and may this feeling never 
depart from us. God is love : our Father who is in heaven is 
very pitifrd and of tender mercy; and it may be, that in the 
sufferings which he has permitted to befal some of his children, 
he designs not only to bless his chastening to their greatest 
benefit, both in this life and in that which is to come, but to 
sanctify it to those that are round about them. When the ad- 
versities of our neighbours, their poverty and distress, have the 
effect of softening our hearts and kindling our best sympathies, 
awakening us to a desire and to an effort to relieve their wants, 
they are made a means of good to us, and we are prepared to 
feel the force of '' the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts xx. 85.) 

We have received Epistles from Friends in Ireland, and on 
the American continent. This correspondence is valuable as a 
bond of union between us and them. It has heretofore, as well 
as at the present time, been the means of bringing us into 
sympathy with them in their exercises, and their participation 
in ours has been to our strength and comfort. Our brethren in 
Ameriea have deeply felt for their country, in the miseries and 
the bloodshed that the armies of their government have inflicted 
upon the Bepublic of Mexico, and in the sufferings which they 
have brought upon themselves, and they have thought it their 
duty to remonstrate with their rulers by memorial to Congress. 
We take comfort in the persuasion that our Christian testimony 
against bearing arms, and against all war and fighting, is dear 
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to Friends on that side of the Atlantic and in this nation. It is 
our concern^ that^ living up to our measure of light, we may 
with meekness and firmness, and with consistency of character, 
uphold this precious testimony, to the honour of oar Lord. We 
have often had occasion to speak of the horrors of war and of its 
evil effects upon the people of contending nations ; how it breaks 
in upon that relation of brotherhood in which it is graciously 
the design of Heavenly Wisdom that they should be united : 
now, we would express our thankfulness that peace is subsisting 
between this country and the powers of Europe and the United 
States. A striking testimony to the blessing of peace, and to 
the benefit of peaceful intercourse among nations, is afforded by 
the degree in which the calamity of famine in Ireland and 
Scotland, and the scarcity of food in England, l|ave been 
mitigated by supplies from abroad, and the strong probability 
that, but for those supplies, multitudes who are now alive would 
have perished : we desire that it may be remembered with in- 
struction and gratitude. 

The subject of the legal punishment of death has at this time 
obtained our very serious attention. This punishment, to a very 
great extent, fails to produce the effect of deterring others from 
the commission of crime ; and we believe that it is even the 
means of hardening in sin many who witness public executions. 
But a far more serious objection to it is, that man thus undertakes 
to determine the period at which his fellow man shall cease to 
exist in this world; when all opportunity for repentance ter- 
minates, and when, in consequence of the laws and decisions of 
fallible men, the criminal, however unprepared he may be, is 
hurried into the presence of the Judge of the whole earth. We 
therefore recommend this solemn subject to the very serious 
attention of our members, and would encourage them to seek^ 
under the influence of the wisdom which is from above, to pro- 
mote that dose examination of the matter by our countrymen 
and our rulers, which may so enlighten their understandings as 
to hasten the day when the punishment of death shall be wholly 
abolished. 

In conclusion, dear friends, we offer you the salutation of our 
love, and the expression of our warm solicitude for your growth 
and establishment and fruitfulness in all that shall be to your own 
good and to the honour and praise of Gk)d. Let us love one 
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another with a pure heart fervently, and let it be our prayer, 
that every propensity of our nature which opposeth the reign of 
the Prince of Peace within us, may be made subject to Him, and 
that we may become more and more clothed with a meek and 
gentle spirit, and that blessed charity which '^beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things/' 
(1 Cor. xiii. 7.) 

'^Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, imto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." (Eph. iii. 
20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Oeorgb Stagey, 
Qerk to the meetmg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1848. 

Faom the Yeaely Meetino, held in London, by Adjoubnments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the 2Qd of the Sixth Month, 
induaive, 184a 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of FHendi in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deae Fkiends, 

Lf coming together for the transaction of the affairs of the 
Church, we have been brought low under a sense of our mani- 
fold shortcomings ; but, through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we have been comforted together in Him ; our strength 
has been renewed, our faith and hope have been confirmed, and 
our hearts have been warmed with love one towards another, 
and towards all our dear absent brethren everywhere. 

The answers to the queries annually brought up to this 
Meeting are designed to lay before us the state of our religious 
Society, and especially to show how far our members are fidthfnl 
in the support of our various Christian testimonies. On this 
occasion, as in former years, we have been engaged in a careful 
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examination of the reports which they furnish on these impor- 
tant particulars. But whilst thus entering into the details^ we 
haTC also been led to take a more general view of the sul^ect* 
These testimonies concern the several branches of a religious 
life and conversation ; and the queries which relate to them may 
be all included in one comprehensive inquiry^ What is the state 
of the tree ? If the tree be corrupt, the fruit must be evil ; if 
the tree be good, the fruit will be good also. (Matt. vii. 18.) 
Have we, dear friends, known .that change of heart whereby 
the tree becomes good, and without which it is impossible to 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit ? Have we, through repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, 
experienced a death unto sin and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness? (Acts XX. 21.) Are we united unto Christ, the true 
vine ? Do we know the operation of the Holy Spirit in the 
soul, even as the sap circulates through the branch ; and are 
we willing to be subject to its quickening, renovating and 
restraining influence in our daily life ? These are solemn in- 
quiries, in which we are all deeply concerned. May they be 
brought home to the heart and conscience of every one of us by 
the power of the Spirit of Truth ! 

The primitive believers in Christ are described as " walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.^' 
(Acts ix. 31.) The fear of God, which thus marked the dis- 
ciples at the beginning, was also an eminent characteristic of 
the religious experience of our forefathers in the Truth : they 
were made to tremble before the Lord, under the sense of their 
own corruption in the fall, and of his holiness ; and when 
brought, through the grace of Christ, to partake of the joy and 
peace of believing, this holy reverence and awe dwelt with in- 
creasing power upon their spirits, kept them in watchfulliess 
and tenderness, and in a remarkable manner accompanied the 
outpouring of the Spirit upon them for services in the Church. 
Abundant are the evidences in the Sacred Scriptures ^ the 
blessed effects of this fear of the Lord, in preserving against 
temptation, and in giving a practical sense that God is every- 
where present, and knoweth even the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. It is not the fear in which there is bondage ; it is a 
filial fear, in perfect harmony with that love in which the child 
of the Lord breathes the language of adoption, — Abba, Father ! 
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It grows wiih his growth ; and the further his advancement in 
Christian experience, the more place will it have in his heart, 
the more powerful and constant will be its influence over his 
actions, his words, and his very thoughts. As he comes, through 
faithfulness to the teachings of the Holy Spirit, to be quick of 
understanding in this fear, what carefulness does it work in 
him ! not only restraining him from the abuse, but limiting him 
in the use of outward things : it leads to a vigilant discharge of 
his stewardship of time, of talents, and of substance : the pur- 
suits of business, of intellect, and of taste, will be subject to its 
holy restraints. 

Under the influence of this fear, and with a comprehensive 
view of the requirements of the Divine law, we are brought to 
the Christian standard of truthfulness and simplicity in language^ 
and of plainness and self-denial in clothing, in furniture, and in 
deportment; and, as becometh men professing godliness, we 
are led out of a conformity to the varying fashions of the day, 
and restrained from the pursuits of music and dancing, from 
theatrical entertainments, and from vain sports and other 
frivolous and hurtful amusements of the world. Suffer then, 
we beseech you, dear brethren, the word of exhortation. Be 
willing to be kept within the bounds of this holy fear. Abide 
in it all the day long. Allow its restraints to be so laid upon 
you that your moderation may be known unto all men, and 
that being preserved by it in a quiet and lowly mind, you may, 
under its influence and in simple dependence upon Christ, 
witness for yourselves the evangelical blessing promised by the 
Lord through his Prophet, — " Unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.'^ 
(Mai. iv. 2.) 

The events which have been recently passing in surrounding 
nations cannot fail to have seriously impressed those who sym- 
pathize with the social condition of their fellow-men. Truly the 
vanity of trusting in princes and in armies has been strikingly 
exhibited ; and whilst witnessing the workings of the wrath of 
man, we have been afresh taught that the Lord doeth according 
to his will among the inhabitants of the earth, and that none 
can stay his hand, or say. What doest thou ? (Psa. Ixvi. 10 ; 
Dan. iv. 35.) It is not for us to unfold the designs of the 
Almighty in permitting the events which have been passing 
before us, but we think they clearly proclaim that it is righte- 
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ousness^ and righteousness alone^ which forms the true basis 
for the prosperity and stability of nations. "We rejoice with 
trembling in contemplating the condition of comparative order 
and tranquillity which prevails in our own country. We have 
not been without threatenings and warnings. May they lead 
us^ individually and as a nation^ into a close examination of our 
state, and into a fuller recognition of the Divine laws of justice, 
mercy and truth, as the governing principles of national as well 
as individual action. It is our prayer that all the turnings and 
over umings of kingdoms may be overruled to the spreading of 
the Truth, and to the extension of the government of Christ in 
the hearts of the children of men : and may it please the Lord to 
continue his protecting care to our beloved Queen, to endue her 
counsellors with wisdom, and in his unmerited mercy, to grant 
a continuance of peace and internal tranquillity to our country. 

May we, dear Mends, be individually preserved from the ex- 
citement and strife into which many are hurried by the things 
which are passing around them ! Let us rather be concerned 
by watchfulness unto prayer to know what is our own duty, 
whether civil or religious, and in humility and without self- 
seeking, to fulfil it aright as to the Lord and not unto men. 
And whilst taking our part in endeavouring to relieve the wants 
of the poor, and to promote, in accordance with our Christian 
principles, their religious, moral and social amelioration, may 
we be kept from an undue meddling with political affairs, lest 
they draw us aside from our proper sphere of action, and from 
that quiet, retired, and trustful mind which so becomes the 
disciples of Him who declared, '' My kingdom is not of this 
world.'' (John xviii. 36.) 

Amidst the rumours of wars prevailing around us, we con- 
tinue to feel the value of the testimony which has been given 
us to bear against the use of arms, and against all war, defensive 
as well as offensive. But in making this declaration, we are not 
unmindful of the difference between bearing this testimony in a 
season of peace, and in a time of actual war or civil outbreak. 
It is therefore our earnest desire that it may be given to all our 
dear friends, under whatever circumstances they may be placed, 
so to feel for themselves individually the ground of the testimony, 
and to be so strengthened of the Lord for its support, that they 
may act therein with Christian boldness and consistency in all 
things. And may they be so preserved in watchfulness against 
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any compromise of principle, trusting not in the arm of flesh, 
but in the Lord alone, that this precious part of our Christian 
profession may be maintained inviolate, and through their fiEtith- 
fulness more widely difiused in the earth. 

Our tender sympathy has been excited towards many of our 
dear friends who have sufiered the loss of all, or nearly all that 
they possessed, by the severe commercial distress through which 
this country has been passing ; and we desire that they may 
receive a full measure of the help and of the true religious con- 
cern of their brethren. In some instances we doubt not these 
calamities have fallen upon them without any breach of integrity, 
or possibly any want of commercial prudence, at least in its 
ordinary sense. But we believe that we might appeal to some 
of our friends, even of this class, who would have to make the 
acknowledgment, that if there had been a closer adherence to 
the convictions and limitations of the Spirit of Truth in reference 
to their religious and temporal duty, they might have escaped 
some of the trials which have thus overtaken them. Our main 
concern, however, at this time, applies to the future course of all 
who, from whatever cause, have been brought into pecuniary 
difficulty. For you, dear friends, who are thus circumstanced, 
and for your families, we feel an earnest desire that you may be 
preserved from yielding to the peculiar temptations incident to 
your situation, that you may be enabled to make a right use of 
your trials, and that, through the help of the Lord, these trials 
may work together for your good. We believe that your com- 
fort and peace of mind, your respectability in the eyes of all 
good men, and your future success in life will be materially 
promoted by a willingness to come down at once to the true 
level which your altered circumstances require. Few things 
are so dangerous in cases like yours as the attempt to maintain 
in some degree the appearances of your former condition. 
Endeavour to depend to as small an extent as possible upon 
borrowed capital, and should the Lord crown your honest in- 
dustry and your prudent and contented economy with that 
prosperity which is often the blessing of the upright, be per- 
suaded not to regard the fruits of this success as fairly your own 
until you have paid all your former creditors in full. Nothing 
less than this is consistent with that uncompromising integrity 
into which true Christian principles lead. 
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We have Id usual course received accounts of the sufferings 
of our members in Great Britain and Ireland^ in the main- 
tenance of our testimony against all ecclesiastical claims. The 
amount thus reported^ including the costs and charges of dis- 
traint, is upwards of nine thousand one hundred pounds. 
We would again commend this^ our Christian testimony^ to the 
continued faithful support of all our friends^ under whatever 
circumstances they may be placed^ whether as owners or as 
occupiers. 

Epistles have been received and read in this Meeting from our 
dear friends in Ireland^ and from those of the several Yearly 
Meetings of Friends in North America. 

Finally, dear friends, let brotherly love continue. It is the 
token that we are the children of God, who is emphatically love. 
It is the evidence that we belong to Christ. The Psalmist com- 
pares the unity of brethren to the anointing oil and the ferti- 
lizing dew. (Psa. cm. 3.) Where it is wanting there is no 
true fragrance or &uitfulness in the Church. May the Lord 
himself cause this fragrance and tliis fruitfulness to abound yet 
more and more amongst you to his praise ! 

Grace be with you and with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. Amen. (Eph. vi. 24.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

George Stagey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1849. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the 1st of the Sixth Month, 
inclusive, 1849. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Irela/nd, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have, in this 
our annual assembly, been favoured, from time to time, with a 
sense of his holy presence whilst transacting the weighty affairs 
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in which we have been engaged. In the reverent acknowledg- 
ment of this his unmerited mercy^ we salute you^ our dear absent 
friends^ and bid you also be of good cheer and put your trust 
in the name of the Lord. 

It was the language of the Most High^ through his prophet of 
old, " They shall not be ashamed that wait for me.^^ (Isaiah 
xlix. 28.) It is cause of heartfelt thankfulness that, as a religious 
society, we have been led to a practical appreciation of the 
blessedness of a lowly, reverent waiting upon Grod, and to a 
belief in the immediate teaching of his Holy Spirit. This is 
the ground of our testimony to the nature of spiritual worship, 
and to the source and authority of gospel ministry. May we 
all be true to our profession : may each, in a concern for the 
good of his own soul and for the welfare of his brethren, seek to 
draw nigh unto God in spirit ; reverently to feel after Him who 
is not far from every one of us. To those who unite together to 
worship God after this sort, in humble dependance on the help 
of his Holy Spirit, He graciously condescends to make Himself 
known for their refreshment and strength, however small may 
be their numbers. Were these high privileges adequately 
appreciated, the attendance of all our religious meetings would 
be felt by us not only as a duty, but often even as a delight : 
and whilst highly estimating the blessing of a living gospel 
ministry, where the Lord may be pleased to confer this gift, we 
should not be dependant upon it, nor unduly discouraged where 
it may not be found. 

We believe that many seeking minds among the different 
denominations of Christians, whose eyes have been partially 
opened to the corruptions in the professing church of Christ, 
and who have been led to desire their removal, are still but very 
imperfectly alive to the truth, that human intervention is not 
essential to the public worship of God. Under the idea that it 
is in vain to assemble for this purpose without a preacher, the 
character of Christ as the ever-present head and all-sufficient 
helper of his own church is not fully recognized, the individual 
part which appertains to each living member is but imperfectly 
felt, and the blessed Apostolical doctrine of the manifestation of 
the Spirit given to every man to profit withal, and the consequent 
distribution of gifts to the different members of the body for 
the edifying of the whole in love, (I Cor. xii. 7 — II,) are to a 
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large extent virtually lost sight of or denied. How important, 
then^ is it that the testimony which the Lord has given us 
to bear in reference to these things, should be consistently 
maintained in the life and power of the Gospel; that others 
beholding their practical excellence may be thereby brought to 
the full acknowledgment of the Truth ! 

It was a remarkable characteristic of the gospel labours of 
those who were raised up by the power of the Lord and rendered 
instrumental to the revival of primitive Christianity in the 
gathering of our religious Society, that they sought to bring 
their hearers off from all dependance upon man. They bore 
testimony to Christ as their Redeemer and Mediator, as their 
Prophet, Priest, and King. He was their refuge, their hope^ 
and their only dependance; and in his love they sought to 
bring others to a holy settlement upon Him, the one true 
foundation, and to leave them there. Building on this founda- 
tion, their work stood; and it was a work which the Lord 
owned in the large diffusion of the Truth in doctrine and prac- 
tice through their means in the earth. They had no new truths 
to deliver, but it was their honest concern to bring men to the 
fulness of the truths declared by our Lord and his apostles, and 
to the living experience of them. We believe these truths and 
this experience to be the unchangeable heritage of the Lord's 
people to the end of time. 

It is a blessed thing to have the heart truly converted to 
Ood, and thereby to have a part in that covenant of light, life, 
and love, which He hath made with his people through Him who 
died for them. But after the beginning of the work of grace 
has been known, many are the conflicts of the Christian's war- 
fare — a warfare in which '* the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh.'' (Gal. v. 17.) Yet to those 
who, putting their trust in the Captain of their salvation, give 
not up the conflict. He imparts a faith and a strength whereby 
they are led on from victory to victory ; and He at times cheers 
them with the hope of the crown which will never fade away. 
O I that we had every one of us maintained this warfare; that 
we had never grown cold in our love to Christ; that the earthly 
mind and the worldly mind had never found place within us 
and amongst us. How abundant might then have been the fruit 
upon our branches to the praise of Gk>d's holy mame 1 It may be 
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that there are those who^ after having known the Lord and the 
predousness of his truths haye been suffering year to pass away 
after year in which^ through unwatchfulness^ or the love of other 
things^ they have to a great degree ceased bearing fruit. Awful 
is the thought of opportunities of usefulness unimproved^ of the 
seasons in which the great and good Husbandman may have 
been seeking fruit and finding none ; but such is the sense that 
we have of the tenderness of our Saviour's love, and of his 
gracious intercession with the Father, that we cannot doubt 
that even for such there is hope. It is true they cannot recover 
the strength of their days to devote them to the service of the 
Lord ; but He is able and willing to revive his work in the midst 
of the years ; if they return unto Him, He will return unto 
them, and not only brighten their evening, but cause them to 
bring forth fruit in old age. 

That which quickens and keeps the soul alive unto God, and 
by which we are made fruitfrd to his praise, must come from 
Him. We thankfully acknowledge that from age to age the 
promise of our Lord to his disciples has been fulfilled in the 
experience of his people, even that the Father would send them 
another Comforter, who should abide with them for ever« 
" When He, the Spirit of truth, is come,'' said Christ, " He 
will guide you into all truth." (John xvi. 13.) The Holy Spirit 
controls and purifies the affections ; those in whom it is suffered 
to work hate evil; and through its sanctifying power man is 
fitted, in infinite condescension, to become the temple of the 
living God. (2 Cor. vi. 16.) 

The church of Christ is spoken of, in Apostolic times, as a 
spiritual house composed of lively stones, (1 Peter ii. 5,) a 
temple in which the Lord reveals his power and glory. The 
lively stones are they who are brought nigh unto God by faith 
in his dear Son, and, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
fashioned and made meet to occupy their appointed place in 
that building of which Christ is the foundation and the chief 
comer stone. As they abide in Him, whatever be their circum*^ 
stances, whatever the infirmities of their nature, whether their 
talents or endowments be small or large, they all have their 
part in the building; and He who appoints them their place 
will give them their capacity for usefrdness in his church. 
Earnestly, therefore, do we desire that all our dear firiends, and 
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those especially to whom the present may be a day of much 
discouragement^ in the consideration of the smallness of their 
numbers in their respective neighbourhoods^ and of their many 
outward disadvantages, may, in simple dependance upon the 
help of their Lord, come forward and take theur right place in 
his house and family. 

We have often had to remind our friends of the duties of 
plainness and moderation in reference to dress. Without any 
diminution of interest on this point, we feel it right at the 
present time to advert more particularly to those duties with 
relation to the furniture of our houses and our general manner of 
living. We are apprehensive that a degree of display, of luxury, 
and of self-indulgence, has crept in amongst us, tending not only 
to gratify the vain mind, but more or less to benumb the 
spiritual faculties: and the effect is often not less injurious 
upon the children of those who, in these particulars, are de- 
parting from our testimonies. We fear also that some, who are 
in moderate or even in limited circumstances, being led away 
by a desire to imitate those whose means are more ample, have 
been induced to set out in life on a scale of expenditure un- 
suited to their income, and have thereby been led into a course 
which has ended in ruin ; and where this may not have been 
the result, their time, their strength and their hearts have, in 
consequence of the efforts to meet such expenditure, been 
absorbed by the pursuits of business to a degree detrimental to 
their religious growth and to their usefulness in the church. 
We feel at the same time a concern that, whilst restrained from 
a vain, a self-indulgent, or an imprudent expenditure on them- 
selves and their families, our dear friends may be preserved 
from parsimony and the snare of accumulating property, to 
their own and their children's hurt. Sather let them regard 
the larger means which the self-restraint we have recommended 
would leave at their disposal, as adding to their stewardship for 
the alleviation of poverty and wretchedness, and for the good of 
their neighbour. 

Our several Quarterly and other Meetings have in usual 
course forwarded to us accounts of the sufferings of our mem- 
bers in support of our testimony against ecclesiastical demands* 
The amount thus reported, including the costs and charges of 
distraint, is upwards of ten thousand pounds. We feel the 
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yalue of this our ancient testimony to the freeness of gospel 
ministry and to the supremacy of Christ in his church ; and we 
afresh desire that all our dear friends may be concerned to up- 
hold it in integrity, consistency, and faithfulness yet with all 
Christian meekness. 

Epistles hare been received and read from our dear friends in 
Ireland, and those of the several Yearly Meetings in North 
America. These written testimonials of love continue to be very 
acceptable to us. The correspondence has we believe been 
maintained with great uniformity from an early period in the 
history of our religious Society. We gratefully feel that it has 
been conducted in the renewings of brotherly sympathy and 
interest : hence we prize this epistolary intercourse, and desire 
that as between brethren of the same faith, it may ever be 
carried on under the influence of the love of Christ. 

The subjects of the Slave-trade and of Slavery have, with much 
religious weight, formed a part of the deliberations of this 
Meeting, during which the testimony of our Society in regard 
to them has been afresh set forth. It is our prayer, that it may 
please the Lord, who alone can do it, effectually to reach the 
hearts of all involved in these abominations, bringing them into 
fear before Him, and causing the bonds of iniquity to be broken, 
and righteousness to flow down as a mighty stream. (Amos v. 
24.) May it consist with His will to hasten this day I 

Agitations, religious as well as political, wars and revolutions, 
distress of nations and perplexity, mark the period in which we 
live. Beloved brethren, let not these things move us ; let us 
rather receive them as a renewed call to steadfastness in the 
Lord and faithfulness to our Christian principles. If we are 
Christ's, our inheritance is in that kingdom which cannot be 
moved. If the God of Jacob is our refuge, we need not fear. 
'* The Lord sitteth upon the flood ; yea, the Lord sitteth King 
for ever.'' (Psalm xlvi.) '' The Lord will give strength unto his 
people; the Lord wiU bless his people with peace." (Psalm 
xxix. 10.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 
Geokge Stagey, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



852 £PISTLES FBJOU THE [1850. 

EPISTLE, 1860. 

From the Tearly Meeting, held in London^ by Adjournments^ 

From the 22nd of the Fifth Month, to the let of the Sixth 
Month, indusive, 1850. 

To th0 Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Briiainy Ireland y and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In offering you this our renewed salutation, we do it not as a 
mere customary act, but in a measure of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus ; that love which flows from Him, the exhaustless 
fountain of all our mercies, and which we reverently believe has 
again enabled us to enter into a united travail of spirit for the 
prosperity of the cause of Truth. In the same love we now 
address you, and invite you to thank Qod and take courage. 

Since we last met, an awful visitation has been permitted to 
fiEdl upon this and other lands. Multitudes were called from 
time to eternity at an unexpected moment. We desire reverently 
and with gratitude to God to -acknowledge that, in his mercy, 
the pestilence was stayed. May the solemn warning not have 
passed unheeded by any one of us ! 

Our hearts turn, in the feeling of Christian sympathy and 
warm remembrance, to some of our dear friends in the evening 
of life, who have long manifested their attachment to the cause of 
Christ, and whose exercise of mind for the spiritual welfare of 
the Church is, we believe, unabated. We desire that they may 
be encouraged to maintain this exercise j in the humble trust 
that He who has been their morning light will, amid the infir- 
mities of declining years, be their evening song, and, as they 
continue faithful unto death, grant them an inheritance with 
the saints in light. 

We feel that the mercy of the Lord is still extended to us as 
a Church ; that He is willing to do us good, and to help us to 
act for the honour of his name. He strengthened our prede- 
cessors to bear an open testimony to pure, spiritual religion^ and 
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against those corruptions which had so long overspread the 
Church, and so greatly dimmed the bright shining of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. Looking unto Him as their sole and rightful 
Lord, they sought to live under the government of his Spirit, to 
renounce the world, and in life and conversation to confess 
Him in all things before men. Is it so with us of the present 
day ? Under this consideration, and in the feeling of our many 
shortcomings, we are brought low. 

The requirements of the Gospel are unchanged. It is a 
blessed proof of its excellency and divine origin, that it has been 
found adapted to the circumstances and wants of man, in every 
age, in every station, and at all periods of life. Striking at the 
root of the evil propensities of the corrupt heart, it condemns sin 
in the flesh ; (Rom. viii. 3 ;) it brings man out of that state of 
alienation from God in which he is by nature ; and enables him 
to resist, and finally to overcome, all his easily besetting sins. 
Being a message of glad tidings of great joy to the penitent 
sinner, — and " all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
Orod" (Rom. iii. 23,) — it brings him, as it is received in faith, 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for the sins of the whole 
world, (John ii. 2,) and it ^ves him a blessed hope of salvation 
through Him, and of life, peace, and joy with Him for evermore. 

Dear friends, — ^What do we individually know of having passed 
from death unto life f (1 John iii. 14.) May this solemn inquiry 
be brought home to every one of us. In the great mercy of 
God, the Holy Spirit visits all, to bring about a thorough 
change ; to begin, to carry forward, and to complete the purifi- 
cation of the soul, the entire subjection of the natural will, and 
the establishment of all in a conformity to the divine will. This 
work of the Spirit is an inward work, often gradual in its progress, 
but powerful in its operations. It is to be waited for, to be 
sought in prayer and in humble prostration of the soul before 
the Most High. In the progress of this work, humiliation, 
conflicts and self-denial are to be endured ; but in the Lord's 
time the blessed fruits of love, peace, and joy are brought forth. 
(Gal. V. 22.) To this work of the Spirit in the heart, our early 
Friends were brought in a remarkable manner: their souls 
panted for the bread of life, and for that water which Christ 
declared to be ''a well of water springing up into everlasting 
Hfe.'" (John iv. 14.) He gave them to partake of this bread, and 
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of this water ; and^ blessed be his name^ He hath bestowed this 
same spiritual food and refreshment upon his faithful followers 
who have waited for it^ down to the present hour. 

You know, beloved brethren and sisters, that in order to 
partake of this spiritual sustenance, and as a public testimony of 
our dependence upon Ood, and of our allegiance unto Him, we 
assemble together for the worship of our Creator. We entreat 
you to avail yourselves of all the privileges thus placed within 
your reach. Some of our meetings held for this purpose are, 
we know, very small ; we sympathize with those who attend 
them, and desire their encouragement and help, and that it 
may be given them to experience the fulfilment of the blessed 
assurance of our Lord, often referred to amongst us and ever 
retaining its undiminished force and authority, " where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them/^ (Matt, xviii. 20.) We again remind our members 
of the great advantage of attending those meetings which 
are held in the middle of the week. In a feeling of love we call 
upon our friends to withdraw for a time from the cares of the 
world, unitedly to feel after God, looking unto Him for the re- 
newal of their spiritual strength. We invite them also, on these 
occasions, to set at liberty, as far as practicable, all their fellow 
professors who are their assistants in trade, or who are in other 
ways dependent upon them, that they may share with them in 
the religious benefits which may be thus enjoyed. And we 
afresh desire that all our members may be alive to the impor- 
tance of the right occupation of the first day of the week, not 
only in the attendance of meetings, but in the profitable use 
of other parts of the day for their spiritual improvement, being 
at the same time careful that they do not by undue exertion, 
even for laudable objects, disqualify themselves for the perform- 
ance of public worship. It is a real privilege to live as we do in 
a country in which there is so little to interfere with the per- 
formance of this duty. We further encourage our dear friends, 
to wait before the Lord in private, when in consequence of 
travelling in foreign lands or from any other circumstance they 
may be unable to attend a meeting. The truly awakened mind 
will not confine itself to the occasions to which we have alluded, 
but amid the daily avocations of life will often be lifted up 
unto Ood ; and will seek for opportunities to draw nigh unto 
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Him^ and to pray for wisdom and strength to live acceptably 
before Him. 

We take comfort in the belief that the practice of the family 
daily reading of the Holy Scriptures is very generally prevalent 
among our members : we desire that it may be observed by all 
Friends. And we would at this time further recommend the 
diligent private reading of them. They are a revelation of the 
will of God to the children of men, — the records of the way of 
life and salvation most surely to be believed by us : they contain 
divine mysteries which are to be accepted in the simplicity of 
faith. As the enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit is 
sought for, they are opened and applied to our various wants, 
contributing to our growth in grace. They are thus felt to be 
most precious and invaluable, being made instrumental in 
bringing us to a holy settlement on Him who is the " way, and 
the truth, and the life.^' (John xiv. 6.) 

The precepts of our Lord and his Apostles apply to us, what- 
ever may be our pursuits or avocatious. In the counting-house, 
in the shop, or in the market ; in the crowded city, or in the 
retired hamlet, in the most solitary allotment, as well as in the 
performance of our duties one to another, and in our endeavours 
to serve our fellow-men, we are all exposed to temptation to 
violate the pure and holy law of God. The adversary of man^s 
happiness adapts his temptations to all the varied circumstances 
of life. The Lord is our only refuge and sure defence against 
these assaults ; the help of his Spirit is graciously afforded in all 
our exigencies. But if we expect to be thus preserved and led 
along in safety through the journey of life, we must ask in 
prayer for the help of the Spirit, and be concerned to follow its 
guidance. 

The believers in Christ are spoken of as a royal priesthood. 
(1 Peter ii. 9.) To the great privilege of offering " spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ," (1 Peter ii. 5,) 
we are all invited under the new covenant. As we come to 
enjoy this privilege, we are brought not to depend one upon 
another, or upon stated performances in the public worship of 
Gt>d, and are confirmed in the truth, that typical rites and cere- 
monies are no part of the spiritual dispensation under which we 
live. In the love of the Gospel, we would express our warm 
desire that not only all the members of our own Society, but 
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that all who profess the name of Christ may be brought to feel 
and to acknowledge^ and to.be established in the truth, that 
'' the kingdom of God is not meat and drink ; but righteousness^ 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. (Bom. xiv. 17.) 

This view of the spirituality and freedom of the Gospel leads 
to the non-observance of days enjoined by the civil or ecclesias- 
tical authority as those of humiliation or thanksgiving. Whilst 
endeavouring faithfully to obey all laws which do not infringe 
upon the divine law, we continue to believe that to impose such 
observance, in the name of any ecclesiastical rulers whatever, is 
an interference with the prerogative of Christ, who alone is the 
head over his own Church. It is the great duty of Christians so to 
live, that when public calamities visit a nation, their sense of 
the chastening which is laid upon them may be manifested by 
humiliation of soul, under a feeling of that constant dependence 
upon God in which our spiritual strength so greatly consists. In 
connexion with the support of the principles already stated, we 
have in usual course received the reports of the sufferings of our 
members on account of ecclesiastical claims, to the amount of 
upwards of eight thousand eight hundred pounds. We press 
upon all our dear friends a faithful refusal, in the spirit of 
meekness, of all those demands which are made for the support 
of a system from which we are well known to dissent. 

Our love to our absent brethren has afresh extended to those 
on the American continent ; from all the Yearly Meetings of 
which, as well as from our dear friends in Ireland, we have at 
this time received acceptable Epistles in usual course. In 
this love we desire that the power of the Lord may be sought 
and felt among them, in all their assemblies for his service, and 
in all their efforts for the spreading of his truth upon eartL 

And now, dear friends, in conclusion, let us encourage one 
another to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called, 
(Eph. iv. 1,) as a Church and as individuals. This vocation is 
nothing less than to uphold the standard of Gospel Truth in its 
primitive purity and power. The recent agitations of the public 
mind on many important subjects of doctrine and of discipline^ 
and especially on baptism and ministry, may, through the over- 
ruling providence of God, be preparing the people more at large 
to perceive the errors which crept into the Church in the apostacy , 
and to apprehend the nature of the one true and saving baptism^ 
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the real character of spiritual worship^ and the only right call 
and qualification of Gospel ministers. On each of these great 
subjects a testimony has^ we reverently believe, been given us of 
the Lord to bear, — a testimony strictly accordant in all points 
with Holy Scripture, and resting thereon; but which we re- 
newedly feel can only be borne in integrity and Christian 
consistency, through the help of the Holy Ghost dwelling in us. 
(2 Tim. i. 14.) It is only as we are living under its government 
that we can be enabled to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things, and by the purity and self-denial of our lives and 
the weights of our spirits, practically hold out to others the 
inviting language — Come and '* have fellowship with us : and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ." (1 John i. 3.) May this be more and more known 
amongst us, to the increase of our joy in the Lord, to the 
extension of the Redeemer's kingdom upon earth, and to the 
glory of his holy name ! 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Hodgkin, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1861. 

From the Tbaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouenmbnts, 

From the 2l8t of the Fifth Month, to the 3l8t of the same, indusiye, 

1851. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friend$ in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Friends, 

The Lord has in his mercy given us, in our coining together 
at this time, to feel the preciousness of true Christian fellow- 
ahip in the gospel of his dear Son. In a measure of that love 
which comes firom Him, we feel constrained to offer you a 
cordial salutation, desiring that we may all surrender ourselves 
to the government of the Holy Spirit. 

Li yielding to a religious exercise for the spiritual welfare of 
the body, and to a concern that both as a Society, and as indi- 
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viduals^ we may grow in the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, we have been afresh brought to consider that before there 
can be growth^ there must be life ; that we must each partake of 
the new birth, without which we cannot become. inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven. We are all by nature alienated from 
God and prone to sin : we all partake of the corruptions of the 
human heart consequent upon the fall of our first parents. In 
the carnal state we are all afar oflF, and can only be brought 
nigh by the blood of Christ. We all need the baptism of the 
Holy Qhost and of fire : the axe must be laid to the root of the 
corrupt tree. 

Beloved brethren and sisters, what do we individually know 
of this great work ? We fear that there are too many amongst us 
who are but little acquainted with it, and that there are others 
who, having begun in the spirit, are not enough in earnest that 
the work of divine grace may be carried on unto perfection. 
The cares of this life, and an undue attachment to lawful enjoy- 
ments and pursuits, interfere with their subjection to the yoke 
of Christ and their faithful bearing of the cross, and retard their 
advancement in the way of self-denial. Not submitting to the 
power of Him by whom the world would be crucified unto them, 
and they unto the world, they are not fully experiencing that 
purity of heart to which the blessing appertains, that spiritual 
vigour in which they might be caUed ^^ trees of righteousness, 
the* planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified.^' (Isaiah 
Ixi. 3.) How emphatic and comprehensive is that declaration 
of our Saviour, ''As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself 
except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me.'' (John xv. 4.) For want of abiding steadfastly in Christ, 
and being earnest and patient in spirit to receive nourishment 
from Him, many iare not bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit 
so abundantly as might have been the case. 

The immediate visitations of the love of God are from time to 
time renewed, to the quickening of the soul, under which the 
blessing of a broken and contrite spirit is known to be truly 
precious : and those who are thus brought low before the Lord, 
feel Him to be indeed the helper of his people. O I that there 
were more of this brokenness of spirit and contrition of heart 
before Him ; that we were' more concerned to work out in fear 
and trembling the salvation of the soul, strengthened at the 
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same time by the cheering truth, " It is God which worketh in 
you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.'^ (Phil. ii. 13.) 
Continuing in this lowly state of mind, we should be kept from 
assimilating ourselves to the world, and from the desire unduly 
to accumulate its possessions. 

The Church has need of the help of all its members. Under 
a renewed sense of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus, and 
with the thankful acknowledgment that the Lord is still offering 
his mercies to us, we earnestly desire that none amongst us may 
any longer delay to come with the whole heart unto Christ : 
then would He give them to taste the richness of his love, and 
to realize, amidst all the allurements of the world, the adver* 
sities of life, and the snares and temptations of the devil, that 
the mercy and compassion of the Most High are new every 
morning ; that his loving-kindness and faithfulness fail not. 

Our attention has been again turned in love and sympathy to 
such of our members as attend our Meetings for Worship in very 
small companies. How encouraging is the experience of those 
who, feeling their spiritual necessities, and holding fast their 
confidence have diligently attended such meetings, and waited 
upon the Lord in them. These have found them to be seasons 
of the renewal of their strength and of their fSEuth. We 
therefore entreat all not to relax in their diligent and regular 
attendance, let their numbers be ever so few, — not to be weary 
or to faint in their minds in the performance of this service. 
And though vocal ministry be seldom heard amongst them, may 
they never question the reality of the ministrations of the Spirit 
of God, who can supply all their need, and nourish up the soul 
imto everlasting life. 

We are again made sensible of the value and importance of 
our Christian discipline : it is our earnest concern that it may 
be upheld and exercised amongst us in tenderness, patience and 
forbearance, and at the same time with impartiality and faith- 
fulness, and in the authority of the Truth. Many faithful 
brethren who have preceded us, have attended our meetings 
established for the right exercise of the discipline, often at no 
inconsiderable expense of time and money : and we take comfort 
in knowing that many in the present day are also diligent in this 
respect* We believe that the honest labours of well-concerned 
Friends in these meetings hav^ been blessed of the Lord. Some 
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of them are^ we knowj very small; and there may at times be 
but little business to transact in them. We desire however that 
these^ as well as our larger Meetings for Discipline^ may be dili- 
gently attended, and be held with Christian gravity ; the minds 
of all being kept in dependence upon Christ, to whose service 
whatever is transacted in them should appertain^ and the honour 
of whose cause they are designed to promote ; the speech of those 
who take part in them being " alway with grace^ seasoned with 
salt/' (Col. iv. 6j) and their spirits so chastened through the 
prevailing influence of the love of 6od^ that a beneficial effect 
may be produced on the minds of our younger friends who may 
be present. We affectionately invite this interesting class of 
our members regularly to frequent our Meetings for Discipline^ 
in humility of mind and with desires that they may be times of 
religious improvement and of self-examination. As their own 
spirits are kept in subjection to the power of the Spirit of Truth, 
they will be prepared for usefulness and service in the Church ; 
thus will they become more closely bound to our religious 
Society and its principles, to which we affectionately desLre that^ 
on the ground of conviction^ they may individually be attached. 
The offices of elder and overseer amongst us are of great 
importance, andwhen rightly filled, of great value. The duties 
which belong to them are comprehensively set forth in the 
volume which contains the rules of our discipline, under the 
head of " Oversight.^' We feel much for our friends who are 
appointed to these stations : in the right performance of their 
service much humiliation may prevail ; but whilst it is well that 
they should be sensible of their own infirmity, this consideration 
ought not to be allowed to interfere with the right discharge of 
their duty. We encourage them to cherish an interest in the 
spiritual welfare of all their fellow members, io exercise a 
watchful care and affectionate oversight ;_and more especially to 
manifest their sympathy with their younger friends in the 
peculiar circumstances in which some of them may be placed. 
We invite them to be diligent in warning and counselling . 
the young, [in privacy, faithfulness and love; endeavouring ^to 
attract them to the paths of virtue and self-denial, and to a 
living experimental faith in Christ, as their Shepherd, their 
Saviour, and their King. Nor would we limit the performance 
of these duties to those who occupy such stations ; we are aU to 
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watch over one anoth^ for good and to be mutaaUy interested 
one for another^ being united together as lively stones in the 
spiritual building of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the chief, 
corner-stone. (1 Peter ii. 5 ; Eph. ii. 20.) 

That enlarged view of the duties of all the members of the 
church of Christ one to another^ which in its early history is 
presented to us in the New Testament^ has been ever received 
by our religious Society. They have acted upon the conviction 
that none should be lords over Gk>d's heritage^ but that all 
should be subject one to another in love. (1 Peter v. 3, 5.) It was 
in accepting in its full import the truth, '* One is your Master, 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren,'^ (Matt, xxiii. 8,) that our 
predecessors, amid deep and grievous sufifering, faithfully with- 
stood the usurpation of priestly domination in the things of 
God : in obedience to Him, their only and rightful Lord, they 
took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, and endured imprison- 
ment even unto death. How different is our lot at this day ! 
But we have still to endure the execution of laws in satisfying 
demands of an ecclesiastical nature, from which, in the full and 
free enjoyment of the liberty of the Gospel, we ought to be 
wholly exempt. Property to the value of upwards of eight 
thousand two hundred pounds is reported to this Meeting as 
having been distrained in the course of last year from our 
members, in connexion with our ancient Christian testimony 
against all such demands. 

We have felt it to be a duty to issue an Address to the Members . 
of our Society on Ecclesiastical Claims, which we commend to the 
serious attention of our dear friends. We again affectionately 
exhort them faithfully to uphold our views on the spiritual 
dispensation of the New Covenant, desiring that we may each 
be brought to live under a sense of their deep religious import; 
and that, accepting the Lord Jesus as our only High Priest, we 
may be prepared, through the heart-deansing operations of the 
Holy Spirit, to offer unto the Lord the sacrifices of righteous- 
ness. But if, instead of being disciplined to the services of the 
temple of the Lord, we are sacrificing our time and our strength 
to the god of this world, the brightness of our testimony will 
be obscured. Solemn is the language of the apostle, " Quench 
not the Spirit.'' (1 Thess. v. 19.) Did we, in true humiliation of , 
sotil^ follow the leadings of the Spirit, a right preparation woqld 
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be known for the service of the sanctuary ; in the figurative 
language of Scripture, the fine linen would be put on, the 
anointing oil would be poured forth, each, in his rank and order, 
would become a priest unto God ; each would take his part in 
the services of the altar, on which living sacrifices of the Lord's 
preparing would be oflFered. Whilst there would be those quali- 
fied for the varied offices in his house, our testimony to the 
freedom and spirituality of Gospel ministry would be main- 
tained in its right authority, by witnesses whose lives and services 
would proclaim its truth and powjerfully invite others to share 
with them its blessed reality. 

Our correspondence with our dear friends in Ireland and on 
the continent of America has been continued as heretofore ; and 
we have again highly prized this mode of intercourse. The 
subjects of the Slave-trade and Slavery continue to form an 
interesting feature in our transatlantic communications. Our 
sympathy has been awakened for our brethren in the United 
States in their peculiarly trying position, with warm desires 
that they may be strengthened, in meekness and boldness, to 
uphold our well known testimony on these subjects. At this 
enlightened period of the world, to live under a government 
and amongst a people who profess the religion of our blessed 
Saviour, and at the same time uphold and strengthen by law the 
system of Negro Slavery, must necessarily bring the Christian 
mind into deep sorrow. We commiserate the degraded and 
suffering condition of the enslaved ; we feel much for our dear 
friends who are brought into immediate contact with this state 
of society, and we feel in brotherly love for the inhabitants of 
that widely-extended and rapidly-rising country who are more 
or less implicated in the sin of slavery. We should rejoice to 
hear of the immediate and peaceable termination of this iniqui- 
tous system : earnest are our desires that it may please Him 
who in his love has created all men, and who, as the Almighty 
and All-wise Parent of the universe, has bestowed upon the 
slave, natural and inalienable rights of which he is unjustly 
deprived, rapidly to advance the coming of the day when justice 
and mercy shall so prevail in the councils of all governments, 
that Slavery shall utterly cease ; not only in the United States 
of America, but throughout the nations of the earth. 
• We afresh feel that our brethren who are employed in agri-^ 
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culture^ and those who are engaged in the various branches of 
trade^ claim our sympathy. The latter especially are at times 
exposed to close competition and to the temptation to pursue 
their own interest in a way inconsistent with true justice in 
dealing : they may be much tried by the very small profits often 
resulting from a course of honest industry and diligent attention 
to business : but it should never be forgotten that there is a 
sterling integrity which the Christian trader should always 
maintain; that there is a standard set before him in the New 
Testament which he should always keep in view. As this is the 
case^ he will be honourable and just in his transactions^ he will 
have a true support under all his difficulties^ and he may ask the 
blessing of the Lord on his efforts to provide things honest in 
the sight of all men : and as he is concerned that his wants 
may be few^ that his affections may in the first place be set on 
things above^ and that he may not be ensnared by the love of 
money^ he will escape many a bitter pang and many an anxious 
toil. Bright have been the examples in our Society, of men 
who have been enabled to maintain this Christian character 
amongst their neighbours. May all our members, renouncing 
the spirit of the world and living under the government of 
Christ, walk as strangers and pilgrims upon earth, having their 
possessions in ^'bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not/' (Luke xii. 33.) 

Strong are our desires for you, our beloved young friends, 
that you may know the work of the Lord not only to be begun, 
but to be carried forward in your hearts. Seek to have your 
fallow ground broken up, that the seed of the kingdom may 
enter in and take deep root. Dwell under the power and dis- 
cipline of the Spirit of the Lord. Give place to no views which 
would in the least degree weaken your faith in the mysterious 
but sacred and all-important doctrines of that salvation which 
is in Christ; feeling your own weakness and the limited powers 
oi the human intellect, may you accept these doctrines in reve- 
rence of soul, in simplicity, and in godly sincerity. Pray that 
you may be kept in that humble, dependent state of mind in 
which the Lord, by his Spirit, often gradually unfolds the deep 
things of his kingdom, and grants a holy settlement in the ex- 
perience of their reality. Love not the world nor the things of 
the world. Under a sense of the many temptations which beset 
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your path^ earnest is our concern that you may now^ in early 
life^ choose the Lord for your portion. Set apart at least a short 
time didly for private retirement. Seek for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Thus will you be favoured to escape many trials, 
and practically to realize the truths that ^' Gk>dliness is profitable 
unto all things^ having promise of the life that now is^ and of 
that which is to come.'' (1 Tim. iv. 8.) Let not pleasure^ profit, 
or advancement in life be your first desire, but be concerned 
above all things to know your calling and election in Christ to 
be made sure. Quickened by his love, may you rejoice, not in 
any earthly hopes, nor in your gifts, talents or services, but in 
Him who would deliver you from the bondage of corruption, 
and as you maintain your faith in Him, would in his mercy give 
you to feel that your names are written in heaven. 

And now, beloved brethren and sisters, that we are about to 
separate one from another, we feel called upon to acknowledge, 
with reverent and grateful hearts, that unworthy as we are of 
the mercies of the Lord, He has been graciously pleased to 
grant us the overshadowings of his love and the influences of 
his Holy Spirit. Many important deliberations have occurred 
whilst we have been together, and we have been favoured to 
issue them in love and in harmony. We desire to encourage all 
our dear friends everywhere to fear the Lord with the whole 
heart. " In his fear is strong confidence, and his children shall 
have a place of refuge.'* (Prov. xiv. 26.) In these times of ex- 
citement on religious matters, how needful is it to enter this 
place of refuge ! It is not for us to know the times or the seasons 
which the Father hath put in his own power;'' (Actsi. 7 ;) He 
who so loved the Church that He gave himself for it, (Eph. v. 
25,) will ever care for it, both as regards the present and 
the future. Jerusalem is a quiet habitation. In quietness and 
confidence is our strength ; and in that strength the children of 
God are kept patient, watchful and humble before Him, Amen. 
Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

John Hodgkin, 
Qerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1852. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held is London, by Adjournments* 

From the 19th of the Fifth Month, to the 28th of the same, 
inclusive, 1852. 

To the Quarterly anil Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreat 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Our coming together at this time has been to our spiritual 
refreshment, and to the confirmation of our faith. We are 
bound to acknowledge with thanksgiving, that, notwith^tanding 
all our unworthiness, our gracious Lord has, as we humbly 
trust, been merdfuUj pleased to own us by his presence, and to 
grant us renewed tokens of his love and care. Under the sense 
of his unmerited mercy, we offer you the word of apostolic 
salutation, " Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through 
the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord. (2 Pet. i. 2.) 

Unto you that believe, saith the Apostle, Christ is precious. 
(1 Pet. ii. 7.) It is the experimental sense of this in them- 
selves, and one with another, that constitutes the fellowship of 
the saints. By nature fellow-partakers in the effects of the fall, 
dead in trespasses and in sins, it is as He has quickened them 
by his Spirit, to abhor and to forsake their sins, as He has given 
them to know Him to be their Passover, sacrificed for them, 
bringing them nigh unto God through his precious blood, that 
they have become brethren in the adoption; in the blessed and 
endearing relationship of the children of God. (1 Cor. v. 7.) 
Booted and built up in Christ, He is felt to be the alone source 
and centre of their unity. 

Wherefore, beloved brethren, ye who, in the largeness of the 
Father^s love, are in any measure partakers of the heavenly 
calling, let it be the frequent engagement of your souls in deep 
reverence and humility, to ''consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus/' (Heb. iii. 1.) The pro- 
mised Messiah, He to whom all preceding dispensations had 
pointed, and in whom they were ended and fulfilled^ He who 
was with God and was Qod, the Word who hath declared to 
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man Him that is invisible, even He was made fleshy and dwelt 
amongst men. (John i. 1, 14, 18.) Though He was rich, yet 
for our sakes He became poor ; veiling, in the form of a servant, 
the brightness of his glory, (Phil. ii. 7,) that through Him, the 
kindness and love of God toward man might appear, in a 
manner every way suited to our wants and finite capacities. 
His righteous precepts were illustrated and confirmed by his 
own holy example. He went about doing good; for us He 
endured sorrow, hunger, thirst, weariness, pain; unutterable 
anguish of body and of soul even unto death; and was ''in aU 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." (Heb. iv. 15.) 
Thus humbling Himself that we might be exalted. He emphati- 
cally recognised the duties and the sufferings of humanity as 
among the means whereby, through the obedience of faith, we 
are to be disciplined for heaven; sanctifying them to us by 
Himself performing and enduring them, and, as ''the Fore- 
runner," (Heb. vi. 20,) at once plainly marking and con- 
secrating for his followers, the path in which they must tread. 
But not only in these blessed relations must the Lord Jesus be 
ever precious to his people. Exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, in Him has been revealed a Redeemer at once able to 
suffer and almighty to save ; an High Priest, "touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities,^^ (Heb. iv. 15,) who, having made re- 
conciliation for our sins by the offering up of Himself once for 
all, (1 Pet. iii. 22,) "is gone into Heaven," there to appear, our 
Mediator and Advocate, in the presence of God. (Heb. ix. 24.) 
Beloved Friends 1 how high and holy is our vocation in being 
called by the name, and invited to the service, of such a Saviour. 
And whilst we take comfort in believing that He is indeed pre- 
cious to the souls of many, fervent are our desires for ourselves 
and for you, that as we advance in life we may in all things be 
more and more growing up into Him who is the Head. But 
we have had renewedly to feel that it is only as the heart is, in 
very truth, quickened by the Spirit of the Lord, that any can 
be made truly alive unto God through Jesus Christ. There is 
not one amongst us, whatever be the advantages of his education, 
the amiableness of his disposition, or his advancement in refine- 
ment and intelligence, there is not one of us to whom, in his 
natural state, the language of our adorable Redeemer may not 
be addressed, "Te must be bom again." (John iii. 7.) These 
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are words of universal and perpetual application ; in them is set 
forth that work of the Holy Spirit in the conversion and sancti- 
fication of the heart, tJiat renewing in the spirit of our minds, 
(Ephes. iv. 23,) by which we may every one of us be made as 
" lively stones ^' in that spiritual house in which the Lord Him- 
self delights to dwell. (1 Pet. ii. 5.) 

To you, dear friends, who are in the position of parents, the 
condition in the sight of the Lord, of your beloved offspring is 
unspeakably important. Shrink not, we entreat you, from your 
solemn responsibilities. Remember that your children are bom 
for eternity : and let it be your great concern to lead them to 
the Saviour, that they may be early trained to bear his yoke, 
and be prepared for an inheritance in his kingdom. Let not 
their wills be unsubjected, but keep your right places ; ruling 
your households in the fear of God and in the authority of his 
love. Be tenderly watchful that his holy name may be sanc- 
tified among them through your conversation and example. 
Seek for opportunities to instruct them in the Truth as it is in 
Jesus, and be especially concerned that the disciplining of their 
hearts in righteousness may be steadily going forward. And, 
under a deep sense of the importance of these duties, may your 
prayers unto God be fervent for that wisdom and help which 
will not fail to be found sufficient for all the needs of those who 
honestly trust in Him. 

The public worship of Almighty God is enjoined upon us as 
an acknowledgment of our love to Him, and of our dependence 
upon Him ; and we regard the occasions which, in the economy 
of the church, are provided for this solemn duty, as precious 
opportunities for waiting upon the Lord that we may be taught 
by Him ; for the exercise of spiritual gifts in the ability which 
He giveth, and for the strengthening of the bond of Christian 
fellowship by a mutual partidpation in those strong consolations 
which are in Christ Jesus our Lord. The meetings established 
amongst us in the middle of the week, present advantages pecu- 
liarly important to us for the enjoyment of all these blessed 
privileges. We could wish that it were in our power to bring 
those amongst us who absent themselves from these meetings 
to a sense of the loss which they are themselves sustaining, and 
which they are in danger of entailing upon their offspring. 
Can it be, dear friends, that your peace can consist with such 
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neglect ; or is it not rather a symptom that the health of the 
soul languishes; that its salvation is with you a matter of 
secondary moment ; that earthly things have the place which 
belongs to heavenly things^ and that this world has a stronger 
hold upon your affections than the life to come. Prayer is the 
duty and privilege of us all : we need the pardon of our sins ; 
and in this our dependent condition^ we need the renewed help 
of the Holy Spirit^ day by day^ to enable us to maintain the 
warfare between the flesh and the spirit. And are not the 
intervals of cessation from the cares of business afforded by our 
meetings in the middle of the week opportunities for this 
purpose which ought to be highly prized? It is because we 
desire that our dear friends everywhere may derive all that 
help which comes from communion with 6od^ from the fervent 
and frequent exercise of prayer through Jesus Christy and from 
the fellowship of their brethren, that we are constrained in love 
to bring these things before them. 

We have received, as in former years, an Epistle from our 
friends in Ireland, and one from each of the Yearly Meetings on 
the American continent. It continues to be acceptable to us 
thus to maintain an intercourse with our beloved distant 
brethren ; and greatly do we desire that the members of our 
religious society everywhere, being individually earnest to be 
brought day by day to a closer walk with GK}d, may so witness 
an increase of faith and hope and love, that we may be yet 
more and more united in the precious fellowship of the Gk)speL 

Beports have been received and read from our several 
Quarterly and other Meetings, of the distraints upon our 
members on account of ecclesiastical demands. The total 
value taken, including the costs of distraint, amounts to up- 
wards of eight thousand pounds. We continue to feel the great 
importance of upholding our well-known testimony to the 
entire freedom of the ministry of the Gospel, and against the 
usurpations and corruptions that pervade so large a portion of 
the professing Church. We exhort all our dear friends to main- 
tain it in the meekness that becometh the Gt>spel, but in 
uprightness and faithfulness unto the Lord. 

The recent proceedings in Parliament on the subject of re- 
organizing a militia throughout the kingdom, have introduced 
this meeting into deep religious exercise. The whole system of 
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war is so directly at yariance^ not only with the plain precepts 
of OUT Lord^ but with the whole spirit of his Gt>8pel^ that any 
attempt to bring under its influence those who are engaged in 
the ordinary peaceful occupations of life^ cannot but awaken 
painful apprehension. Our testimony against the bearing of 
arms^ being grounded upon the supreme authority of the Lord 
Jesus^ we have had a&esh to feel that in maintaining it our 
strength and safety consist in drawing very near unto Him, and 
in seeking to live under the government of his Spirit. May it 
be the engagement of our souls so to witness the peace of God 
to rule in our own hearts, that not relying on fleets or armies, 
but in simple trust in the Lord Almighty, this important Chris- 
tian principle may be upheld by us in godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of Godj and thus commended 
to the consciences of others. 

We rqoice with our firiends in a sense of the blessings of 
which they are partakers, while we sympathize with them in 
their conflicts and trials; and we cordially desire their en- 
couragement for every right service of the day. Amidst the 
various exertions that are making at the present time for the 
promotion of the good of mankind, whilst we would strengthen 
every effort that has its spring and its continuance in the love 
of Chftst, we tenderly invite all our members to keep very near 
to the sure guidance of the Spirit of the Lord^ as to their 
respective lines of duty. As this is the case, we believe that in 
their labours for the good of others, they will be preserved from 
undue excitement, and enabled to guard against the love of 
popularity, and everything inconsistent with the character of a 
spirituaUy-xninded Christian. 

In conclusion, dear friends, it is our concern that we may 
become a watchful, lowly-minded, retiring people ; that we may 
live more distinct from the spirit of the world ; that our affec- 
tions may be thoroughly fixed upon heavenly things, not in 
anywise seeking our own glory, cmt desiring to occupy con- 
spicuous positions in the world, but rather that we may indi- 
vidually serve Ood in our generation according to his will. 
Thus would our hearts be more and more prepared to receive 
the gifts of the Spirit, if it please the Lord to confer them upon 
US, and to exercise them in faithfulness and in love. Building 
upon Christ, as our foundation, we should witness a growth in 
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our own souls ; walking in his lights our light would not be 
hidden or obscured^ but would shine to his praise^ drawing and 
directing others to the same blessed fountain of light^ and 
peace^ and love. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Thobp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1853. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 16th of the Fifth Month, to the 28th of the same, 
indusiye, 1863. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland^ and deewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

We came together under a deep sense of our unworthiness 
and our helplessness : but through the tender mercies of our 
Heavenly Father, we have been permitted, in a remarkable 
manner, afresh to partake of the fellowship of the Gospel ; and 
have cause to bless his name for his mercy and for his truth's 
sake. In the sense of his goodness we affectionately salute you, 
and bid the faithful everywhere to be of good cheer. 

Yet we are not insensible, beloved friends, how much cause 
there is deeply to mourn over the continued prevalence amongst 
us of the earthly and unregenerate mind. The apostle wept as 
he thought of many, even in that early day, who walked with 
the Church, and were yet '* enemies of the cross of Christ.'* 
(Phil. iii. 18.) And as our hearts have turned towards those of 
this class within our borders, and we fear there may be such, 
strong and fervent have been our desires that they may be 
awakened to a sense of their grievous condition; and now, 
whilst time and opportunity are yet afforded them, may give up 
their hearts to the humbling power of the Lord's Holy Spirit, 
and be earnestly concerned to flee for refuge, to lay hold of the 
hope of mercy, pardon, and plenteous redemption that is set 
before them in the Gospel. (Heb. vi. 18.) And, for those who 
have in some measure yielded to the tendering visitations of 
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Divine Love, but are not yet brought to the deep work of entire 
submission to the cross of Christ, or who, having known it, have 
in any degree forsaken their first love, earnest are our desires 
that they may be afresh stirred up to a holy diligence ; lest by 
any means they be beguiled into a false security, and, slumbering 
away the short season here allotted them for the working out of 
their salvation, awake at last to the awAil consciousness that the 
harvest is past, that the summer is ended, and that they are not 
saved. (Jer. viii. 20.) Oh, the unutterable loss that is involved 
in the loss of heaven ! May we all dwell under the deep sense 
of it, and cherish a godly fear lest a promise being left us of 
entering into that rest^ any of us should seem to come short 
of it. (Heb. iv. 1.) 

It was the prayer of one of old, and may it be the prayer of 
every one of us, " Lord^ make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is ; that I may know how frail I 
am/' (Psalm xxxix. 4.) Our time, our day upon earth, is fast 
passing away ; its duration is altogether uncertain ; and few, 
very few, are the working hours of even the longest day. Shall 
any, then, allow the precious moments that can never be recalled, 
to pass unimproved, or spend them upon occupations or amuse- 
ments inconsistent with the great object of their being ? The 
life of the Christian is not a dull and cheerless existence. There 
are no joys here below to be compared with those of which the 
renewed soul is permitted to partake, even upon earth, in the 
faithful service of the Lord. It is not for the diminution, but 
tor the increase, of their happiness, that we would affectionately 
invite our dear friends, everywhere, unreservedly to submit all 
their pursuits, even those which may be intended as recreations, 
to the restraints and holy government of the Lord's Spirit. As 
this is the case, the various duties and enjoyments of the present 
life will be placed in their true relation to the life to come. 
And not only will the engagements of business be brought 
within their just limits, and the mind be thereby enabled to 
perform the duties and to bear the anxieties connected with 
them, with greater alacrity and firmness, in a simple confidence 
in the Lord, but the desires, the affections, the very tastes will 
be '' renewed." (Eph. iv. 28.) The occupations of our leisure 
hours, — and with many of our dear friends they make up a large 
amount in the sum of their responsibilities, — our associations, 
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our reading, our varied engagements of a social or more public 
nature, will be baptized into the Christian spirit. 

Of the various means of allowable recreation and mental 
improvement placed within our reach^ few call for the exercise 
of greater circumspection than travellings especially in foreign: 
countries. In excursions, or in tarrying at watering places, 
whether at home or abroad, the time may be wasted, and the 
mind insensibly drawn into habits and associations more or less 
undesirable or pernicious. It especially behoves the true disciple 
of Christ, — and who among us would not wish to bear that 
blessed name, — to be careful when thus separated from his 
home associations, to maintain a course of conduct in all things 
consistent with his high profession. He is not warranted in 
lowering the Christian standard, by doing, amongst strangers, 
that which he would hesitate to do amongst his Mends. Nor 
can he consistently countenance, by his pcesence or his confer^ 
mity, either the superstitions or the follies which may prevail 
around him. And we would encourage our dear friends, whilst 
thus absent from home, and deprived of opportunities of meeting 
with their brethren on the First day of the week for the purpose 
of waiting upon the Lord, not to shrink from acting upon their 
own religious principles; but, at stated times, jehether alone or 
with their companions, to present themselves in reverence of 
soul before Him. Let them never forget that His all-seeing eye 
is upon them, and that in whatever circumstances they may be, 
the worship that is in spirit and in truth, is his due. 

Whilst commending these things to the serious consideration 
of all our dear friends, our hearts have been turned, in an 
especial manner, towards those .upon whom the Lord has been 
pleased to bestow large gifts and opportunities. We take com- 
fort in believing that there are of this number who are sincerely 
endeavouring to be faithful in their stewardships. To these we 
would ofifer the word of warm and affectionate encouragement. 
Continue, beloved friends, steadily to pursue the path of duty, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord. Abide in watchfiiU 
ness unto prayer, and set the Lord always before you. May his 
glory be your only aim, and his peace your blessed reward. 
And for those who are not yet freely given up to honour the 
Lord with their substance, and with the first fruits of all their 
increase, very earnest have been our desires that this surrender 
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may not be delayed. Consider, dear friends, we entreat you, 
how deep are your obligations. Now is your time for serving 
the Lord upon earth. Now is the time for deciding your course 
for eternity. Be persuaded to take the yoke of Christ upon you. 
Learn of Him the lessons of true wisdom. Be willing to be 
confined within the restraints of his Holy Spirit, that, in due 
season. He may enlarge your hearts, and qualify you for those 
positions in the church and in the world, which He may be 
pleased to assign to you, and in which you can best fulfil your 
duties both to Gtod. and man. We are afresh persuaded that it 
is only in humbleness of mind and in the fear of the Lord, that 
any can be efiectually prepared to serve Him in their generation. 
And greatly do we long that none of our beloved younger 
friends may allow their minds to be beguiled from the simplicity 
that is in Christ, or imagine that they will have a greater scope, 
or a nobler opportunity for the right exercise of their talents, in 
any path less narrow, or less mortifying to the natural heart, 
than that which the Lord Jesus himself walked in, and cast up 
for his followers. 

Among the many temptations which assail the human heart, 
is an inclination to depart from a simple, unadorned attire, 
which we believe to have been a conspicuous characteristic of 
sincere-hearted Christians in every age of the church. We fear 
that this disposition is a symptom that the practical cross-bearing 
acknowledgment of allegiance to our Lord has not its due place 
in the heart ; and we put it to our dear friends, in middle as well 
as in earlier life, to consider whether its indulgence has not its 
root in the carnal mind, and whether it has not a tendency to 
assimilate them to the world and its spirit. 

We have received accounts of the distraints upon our mem- 
bers in connexion with our Christian testimony against all 
ecclesiaatical demands. The total amount of property taken 
from Friends in Great Britain and Ireland during the past year, 
on account of these demands, as reported to this meeting, is, 
including the costs of distraint, upwards of eight thousand 
pounds. We continue to feel the value and importance of this 
testimony, and we believe that its faithful maintenance is inti- 
mately connected with the upholding of the rights of conscience 
in matters of religion, and with the spread of sound views on 
the spirituality of the Gospel, and on Christian ministry and 
worship. 
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It is an interesting feature in the history of this meetings that 
from the very early days of our Society^ an epistolary intercourse 
has heen maintained with our brethren on the American conti- 
nent. The receipt at this time of Epistles from each of the seven 
Yearly Meetings of Friends in the United States^ and of one 
from our brethren in Ireland, has deepened our sense of the 
value of this outward bond of religious fellowship. We desire 
that this intercourse may never be interrupted. 

In times of commercial prosperity like the present, it behoves 
the Christian to be especially careful not to allow his mind so to 
be allured by worldly pursuits, as in any way to interfere with 
his service to his Lord. Without great and continued watchful- 
ness, he may be gradually led on to that involvement in the 
spirit of the world, which may not only seriously interfere with 
the right employment of his talents, but may even endanger the 
interests of his soul. And whilst we would thus offer the word 
of caution to those who may be exposed to the snares of pros- 
perity, our sympathies have been awakened for others, #ho, in 
their endeavours to provide things honest in the sight of all 
men, are subject to the difBculties of competition ; by which the 
profits of their concerns in trade, notwithstanding unremitting 
diligence, are often very seriously reduced. We fed for our 
dear friends under these harassing circumstances; but we would 
entreat them, amidst all discouragements, to pursue a course of 
strict integrity in the fear of the Lord, and to maintain an un- 
faltering trust in his providence and love, casting all their care 
upon Him : and how sweet is the accompanying assurance, " He 
careth for you." (1 Peter v. 7.) 

And now that we are about to separate, under a renewed 
feeling of Christian love and fellowship, we are humbled in the 
sense of the goodness of the Lord, whilst we have been together. 
We desire to bow in grateful acknowledgment of his unmerited 
favours. May we, beloved friends, and may you, through the 
gracious help of His Spirit, be enabled to devote ourselves to the 
service of Christ with increased fidelity and love. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Thobp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1854, 

Fbom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the 1st of the Sixth Month, 
inclusive, 1854. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Through the tender mercy of our Heavenly Father, our faith 
has at this time been renewed in the all-sufSciency of his grace 
in Christ our Saviour. How great is his faithfulness to his 
children and people of every name, the world over 1 ^' Truly 
Ood is good to Israel, even to such as are of a dean heart/' 

It is ihey only who are washed, who are sanctified, who are 
justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
Gh)d, (1 Cor. vi. 11,) who can enjoy the imspeakable privilege of 
membership in this spiritual Israel. No rite, no outward mem- 
bership in any church, can sufGice to make us children of 
Abraham. There must be the circumcision of the heart, the 
putting off of the old man which is corrupt, according to the 
deceitful lusts, and the putting on of the new man which, after 
Gt)d, is created in righteousness and true holiness. (Eph. iv. 
22, 24.) The calling of the Christian, ^eloved friends, is 
emphatically a ''heavenly calling.'' ''Therefore," says the 
Apostle, " the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." 
(1 John iii. 1.) If we are conscious that the world loveth us, 
and that we love the world, how much reason is there to fear 
that we have not yet experienced that great and all-important 
change, whereby they who were " by nature the children of 
wrath," (Eph. ii. 3, 13,) are brought nigh through the blood of 
Jesus, and made partakers of the adoption* They who are thus 
adopted into the Lord's family, who are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, and made heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ, (Bom. viii. 17,) have their desires, their hopes and their 
affections, set upon heavenly things, and are no longer conformed 
to this world. Strangers and pilgrims upon earth, their dtizen-i 
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ship is in heaven. Whilst enjojdng with a purer relish his out* 
ward gifts^ they are taught of God to keep within the limitations 
of his Holy Spirit^ in their use even of these things^ and are 
constrained hy the dictates of their renewed nature to renounce 
the vanities and the pleasures of a world lying in wickedness. 
But the time^ the energies and the substance which are withheld 
from these pursuits^ wiU not be spent upon themselves. Other 
and far worthier objects will open before them^ affording abun- 
dant scope for the right exercise of every talent with which they 
have been entrusted. 

Beloved younger friends^ you whose hearts the Lord hath 
touched^ and who are almost persuaded to be his disciples^ Oh ! 
that you could be prevailed upon to make the full surrender of 
all that youhave^ and of all that you are, to the service of Him 
who hath loved you I It is not for the servant to ohoose his 
work ; and we would be far from inducing any to do that which 
is not required at their hands : the work of the Lord must ever 
be deeply humbling to those who are engaged in it; and He 
alone can prepare them for it^ through a course of self-denial 
and discipline in the school of Christ. But our faith is strong 
that if the young men amongst us were true in their allegiance 
to their Lord, and faithful to this guidance of that Spirit who 
divideth to every man severally as He will, (1 Cor. xii. 11,) they 
would all find some place of usefiilness allotted to them in the 
Lord's household^ and not a few amongst them would, as in 
primitive times, be qualified, according to their respective gifts, 
to call sinners to repentance, to proclaim the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to edify the body in love. And though partakers 
of the afflictions of the Gospel, they would at times be permitted 
humbly to rejoice, that they have a portion in Christ better than 
all earthly riches or honour. 

Our hearts are also drawn forth in tender solicitude for those 
who have reached the meridian of life, and who, though at times 
sensible of love to their Lord, may be conscious that they have 
not given themselves up to his service. Upon some of you the 
sun is ready to decline, and you have not yet begun, in good 
earnest, to labour in his harvest-field. The present hour only 
is yours ; the night cometh, wherein no man can work. May 
you delay no longer to give yourselves wholly unto Him. Be 
faithful, be diligent ; that you also may have your part in His 
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blessed Tfork^ and^ through his uimieiited mercy^ receive every 
man " the heavenly penny from the Lord of Ufe/^ 

And for you, dear friends^ who are parents^ whether in earlier 
or maturer years^ strong are our desires that you may be fully 
alive not only to the privileges, but also to the sacred responsi- 
bilities of your station. Whilst training your beloved offspring 
in right habits, and providing for their instruction in things 
'^ dvil and useful in the creation/' may you ever keep in remem- 
brance, that upon you, primarily, devolves the solemn duty of 
educating them for eternity. May you, even from their very 
tender years, seek to be enabled to bring them unto Jesus, that 
He may bless them ; and may you, in the ability which He 
giveth, .train them up not only in the nurture, but also in the 
admonition of the Lord. There is an authority given you to 
be exercised for the good of your children, which it would be 
treachery to their best interests to surrender. It is an autho- 
rity confided to you, as their appointed guardians on behalf of 
the Lord, for their discipline and protection; and whilst it is 
exercised in love, it will be so far from diminishing, that it will 
tend to promote their love for you, as well as their honour, — 
that filial honour to which, under the Gospel, as under the Law 
a promise is annexed. (Eph. vi. 2.) 

In entering at this time into the state of our Society, with a 
lively concern for its religious welfare, we have been impressed 
with a deep sense of the vital importance of the great duty of 
prayer. Far indeed be it from us to desire that any of our 
members should approach the Lord with the tongue and with 
the lip, whilst the heart is far from Him ; but under the solemn 
conviction that whatever be our circumstances in life or our 
position in the church, prayer is, in the Divine appointment, 
essential to our spiritual health, we would earnestly press upon 
all to seek for opportunities in the course of each day for private 
retirement and waiting upon the Lord ; and tenderly to cherish 
those precious, but often gentle and easily resisted motions of the 
Lord's Spirit, which would contrite and humble our hearts, and 
draw them forth in fervent petitions for that spiritual food which 
can alone supply our daily, our continual need. May none 
amongst us be living in a state of unconcern, insensible to the 
righteous judgment of Qod upon all that is unholy ; their sins, 
unrepented of and unforgiven, still resting on their souls: 
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rather let them be encouraged to come in deep humiliation to 
the mercy-seat^ there to plead for pardon and plenteous redemp- 
tion^ in the all-availing name of our crucified Redeemer. And 
how precious for us all is the assurance ^' that we have a great 
High Priest^ that is passed into the heayens, Jesus the Son of 
Gk>d/' (Heb. iv. 14, 16 ;) one who is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; and in whose holy name we are inyited to 
" come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy^ and find grace to help in time of need/' But when we 
have asked for this grace^ Oh ! that we may be truly willing, in 
all humility, to wait for it, and to accept those manifestations 
of the Lord's light, love and power to our souls, whereby He 
would, in the riches of his wisdom, graciously fulfil our petitions, 
and enable us to follow Him faithfully in that path of self-denial 
and practical godliness which He would open before us. 

Amongst those gratifications of sense from which the members 
of our religious Society, by common consent, growing out of 
what we believe to be a root of Christian principle, have, with 
much unanimity, felt themselves restrained, are the study and 
practice of music. That which is of the character ordinarily 
designated as sacred music, not unfrequently stimulates expres* 
sions and feelings which are far from being the genuine breath* 
ings of a renewed heart, and tends to delude the mind by 
producing an excitement often unhappily mistaken for devotion, 
and to withdraw the soul from that quiet, humble and retired 
frame, in which prayer and praise may be truly offered with the 
spirit and with the imderstanding also. And as to those musical 
exhibitions in which an attempt is made to combine religion 
with a certain amoimt of amusement, it is hard to understand 
how a truly Christian mind can allow itself to sanction the pro- 
fanation of the sacred name by the attendance of such perform- 
ances ; where the most awful events recorded in Holy Scripture 
are made the subject of professed entertainment to an indis* 
criminate assembly, many of whom make no pretensions to 
religion. That music, on the other hand, which does not in any 
degree partake of the character usually designated as sacred, 
has, we fear, in innumerable instances, allured the feet of the 
young, to the lightness, the gaiety, and even the dissipation of 
the world, and thus proved among the many snares against 
which we are enjoined fervently to pray, ''Lead us not into 
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temptation.^' The Christian cannot surely devote hours and 
days to pursuits of this description^ without being in danger of 
unfaithfulness in his stewardship of that time which he is called 
upon to " redeem/' (Eph. v. 16,) and of impairing that tender- 
ness of conscience, and that filial fear of ofTending God, which 
are among the most precious evidences of the work of grace in 
the heart. 

We have received, in usual course, an Epistle from our friends 
in Ireland, and one from each of the Yearly Meetings in North 
America. It is very satisfactory to us to be thus reminded of 
the love and interest of our distant brethren ; and warm are our 
desires that the members of our Society, everywhere, being 
builded together by the One Spirit upon the One Foundation, 
Christ Jesus, may be more and more closely united in Him. 

Reports have been furnished to this meeting from the several 
meetings of Friends in Great Britain and Ireland, of the dis- 
traints upon our members in support of our ancient Christian 
testimony against all ecclesiastical demands. We have directed 
a digested statement of the particulars of these distraints to be 
printed and circulated for the information of our members and 
others. This testimony to the freedom and spirituality of Gospel 
ministry, and against the usurpations of human power and wis- 
dom in the things of God, is still dear to us, as to our forefathers 
in the Truth. We desire afiectionately to encourage all our 
members to its continued faithful support, in the meekness of 
wisdom ; and we would tenderly entreat them to be upon their 
watch against that spirit which would lead any of them away 
from its full and consistent maintenance. 

Our minds have been, at this time, deeply affected by the 
awfril consideration that, after the lapse of so many years of 
comparative tranquillity, the nations of Europe are again plung- 
ing into the horrors of war. Our attention has been called to 
numerous passages of sound Christian doctrine and excellent 
practical counsel, on this subject, contained in our printed 
' Bules of Discipline and Advices,' as well as to the ' Testimony 
against all Wars and Fightings,' issued by this meeting a few 
years ago ; and we commend them to the serious perusal of our 
members. Whilst not insensible of the solemn responsibility of 
the profession which we are making herein before men, we feel 
bound explicitly to avow our continued unshaken persuasion 
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that all war is utterly incompatible with the plain precepts of 
our Diyine Lord and Lawgiver^ and with the whole spirit and 
tenor of his Gospel ; and that no plea of necessity or of policy^ 
however urgent or peculiar^ can avail to release either individuals 
or nations^ from the paramount allegiance which they owe unto 
Him who hath said^ ^^ Love your enemies/' (Matt. v. 44.) To 
carry out such a profession consistently is indeed a high attain- 
ment, but it should be the aim of every Christian. May this 
testimony never be advocated by us in the spirit of political 
seal, or of mere worldly expediency. Let us honestly examine 
our own hearts, whether we are ourselves so brought imder the 
holy government of the Prince of Peace, as to be willing to 
suffer wrong and take it patiently, and even, if required, to sacri* 
fice our all for the sake of Him and of his precious cause. In 
this frame of mind we shall be kept in watchfulness and humility, 
and be best preserved from any participation in that excitement, 
and that tendency to exasperation against those who may be 
called our enemies, which are among the many fruits of bitter- 
ness fostered by war. Love to all mankind, that love which 
would do them good, and in nowise injure them, is one of the 
blessed fruits of the Holy Spirit, when allowed to exercise its 
rightful dominion in the heart. 

Under existing circumstances, we would entreat our friends 
everywhere to be on their guard against entering into any en- 
gagements in business, which would be likely to involve them 
in transactions connected more or less directly with the main- 
tenance of war or of a military establishment. We would also 
offer a word of caution (though we trust there are but few for 
whom it is needful) that none of you, whilst professing the prin- 
ciples of peace, allow yourselves to be present on any of those 
occasions of military or naval display, which are calculated to 
kindle a martial spirit amongst the inhabitants of this favoured 
land. And greatly do we desire that, through the help of the 
Lord, our Society may be enabled steadily and faithfully to 
maintain this precious testimony with clean hands, and with a 
conscience void of offence toward God and toward men. 

And now, in conclusion, we would express our reverepit 
thankfulness for the help and comfort afforded us throughout 
this Yearly Meeting, and our renewed sense of the blessedness 
of true Gospel fellowship. If we are members of Christ, we are 
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also members one of another. (Eph. iv. 25.) Let us therefore 
seek to be so kept in watchfulness and humility^ that nothing 
may interrupt this living membership in the living body^ or im- 
pair the outward bond of harmony and Christian order amongst 
us. Let us be subject one to another^ and each to the body in 
love. (Col. ii. 7.) Thus vigilant^ humble and dependent^ rooted 
and built up in Christy and growing up into Him in all things 
who is the Head, our joy and peace would abound ; (Eph. iy. 15 ;) 
and walking in the light as GK}d is in the light, we should be 
more and more knit together in the heartfelt experience of that 
unutterably precious word, " The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.^^ (1 John i. 7.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the meetings by 

Joseph Thoep, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1855. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, to the Snd of the Sixth Month, 
indiiBiVB, 1855. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

Ik coming together at this time we have been again permitted, 
as we humbly trust, to feel that, amidst the conflicts and dis- 
couragements of the day, the Lord is the refuge and sanctuary 
of his people. Warm are our desires that, in his abundant 
mercy, through the fresh supply of his Holy Spirit, our dear 
friends everywhere may be yet more and more grounded and 
settled in the faith and hope of the gospel. 

Both by creation and by purchase we belong, of right, unto 
the Lord; (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20;) and we are boimd, by every 
obligation, to glorify Gk>d in our body and in our spirit, which 
are his. We can only become servants in his household and 
members of his family, through submission to the converting 
work of that Spirit which leads to the heartfelt acceptance of 
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Christ as our Sayiour *and our King. It is under a renewed 
sense of the deep import of the words^ '^ Ye are not your own^^' 
that we desire afifectionately to press home to the hearts and 
consciences of our members, their individual responsibilities. 
We have greatly feared lest the cares or even the duties of this 
life, or the prevalence of an easy indolent habit of mind, should 
beguile any of us of the imutterably blessed reward which is 
promised to the good and faithful servant. May it please the 
Lord so to prepare our hearts before Him that all that is of the 
earthly self-indulgent nature maybe taken away, and those new 
affections and heavenly desires implanted, which are among the 
essential marks of the work of grace in the soul. 

Amidst tl;e wants and the weaknesses that aboimd, we 
would, with all earnestness, entreat our dear friends to be willing 
individually to be gathered unto Christ, to seek to know their 
sins to be forgiven for his name's sake, and their tastes and 
affections to be so sanctified by his Spirit that their delight may 
be in the Lord, and in his work and service. To the converted 
and renewed mind which has truly tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, (1 Peter ii. 3,) his commandments are not grievous : 
(1 John V. 3 :) they are only hard to the hard heart. We long 
to encourage all our dear friends, esfpecially those in earlier life, 
reverently to cherish those visitations of the Lord's Spirit which 
are as a fire and as a hammer to break the rock in pieces, but, 
to the willing and obedient soul, as the dew and the rain upon 
the dry and thirsty ground. 

We cannot too strongly impress upon our members the value 
and importance of the habit of religious retirement, and of 
cherishing that humble and watchful frame of mind in which 
the ear is open to hear the gentlest monitions of the Spirit of 
Truth, and the heart is made willing to follow the Lamb whither- 
soever He feadeth. The promise of rest unto the soul is placed 
by our Redeemer Himself in imchangeable connexion with the 
command, '' Take my yoke upon you.'' (Matt. xi. 29.) '^ It is 
good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth ; he sitteth 
alone and keepeth silence because he hath borne it upon him ; he 
putteth his mouth in the dust if so be there may be hope." (Lam. 
iii. 27.) To those who thus humble themselves under the hand of 
their God, the Lord would make manifest his will, and bring 
them into sweet subjection to it, leading them step by step in 
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the narrow way, and giving them, as they are preserved faithful 
unto Him, to realize yet more and more the exceeding precious- 
ness of the Oospel of Christ. Thus would they be enabled, 
through the power of his grace working in them, to escape the 
corruptions that are in the world through lust. (2 Peter i. 4.) 
And whilst not neglecting their necessary duties in the right 
performance of their earthly stewardship, their hearts would 
be engaged in earnest desire to glorify God even in these' things. 
Their primary concern would be, amid their varied duties, temp- 
tations and conflicts, to run the race with patience, looking unto 
Jesus ; (Heb. ziL 1 j) solemnly remembering that every other 
object in life is as nothing, in comparison with the service of 
the Lord upon earth and the work of preparation for heaven. 

We can sympathise with those of our members who are de- 
siring an increased acquaintance with Divine truth. We believe 
that these desires are often tokens of the awakening of the soul, 
and that upon their right direction and healthy action may 
depend results of no small consequence to the individual, and 
even to the church. How important therefore is it that they 
should be under the regulating influence of a childlike and 
teachable spirit ; and be united with the fiill acceptance of the 
blessed truth, that the humblest learner in the school of Christ 
is under the immediate notice and teaching of the best of 
Masters. Very . comprehensive is that declaration of the 
prophet, "all thy children shall be taught of the Lord,-*' (Isa. 
liv. 13 ;) and we believe that where the Lord Jesus is truly 
acknowledged and exalted as Head over all, this gracious pro- 
mise is indeed witnessed and fiilfiUed. 

We have been made afresh sensible at this time of the sound- 
ness and exceUence of those views which our predecessors were 
led to take, on the important subject of public worship. May 
these views and the practices which have resulted from them, 
ever be held and carried out amongst us, not in the deadness of 
the form, but in the life and power of godliness. Oh I that in 
all our meetings for Divine worship the hearts of those assembled 
may be truly exercised in reverent waiting upon the Lord ; that^ 
by the help of his Holy Spirit, those true sacrifices of broken- 
ness and contrition, of prayer and reverent thanksgiving, may 
be prepared and offered, through our one Mediator, which are 
essential features of pure, evangelical worship; that standa 
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neither in forma nor in the formal disuse of forms, and may be 
without words as well as with them^ but miut be ^^ in spirit and 
in truth/^ (John iv. 23.) May we ever bear in mind, that 
it is not the mere outward gathering together, but the inward 
gathering of our hearts unto the Lord, that makes a true meeting 
for worship. And how consoling is the remembrance that this 
worship is not dependent upon numbers : where two or three 
are gathered in the name of Christ, there is a church, and Christ 
the living Head in the midst of them. (Matt. xviiL 20.) In 
his name, therefore, to use the language of Oeorge Fox, may 
you seek to keep all your meetings, " that you may feel Him 
in the midst of you, exercising his offices. As He is a Prophet 
whom Qod has raised up to open to you, and as He is a Shep- 
herd who has laid down his life for you, to feed you, so hear his 
voice ; and as He is a Counsellor and a Commander, follow Him 
and his counsel ; and as He is a Bishop to oversee you with his 
heavenly power and Spirit, and as He is a Priest who offered 
Himself for you, who is made higher than the Heavens, who sanc- 
tifies his people, his church, and presents them to God without 
blemish, spot, or wrinkle, so know Him in all his offices, 
exercising them amongst you, and in you.'' 

And Oh ! that we could prevail upon some of our beloved 
friends, in younger as weU as in more mature life, to bow very 
low and to abide under the preparing hand of their God. 
Quench not the least motion of his Spirit, we entreat you. Be 
willing to submit to the thorough work of humiliation and of 
cleansing, even to the crucifying of the flesh with the affections 
and lusts ; (Gal. v. 24;) that the vessel may be indeed fitted and 
sanctified for the Master's use. So, we bdieve, through the 
LoTd's great mercy, the anointing oil would be yet more known 
to descend from our Holy High Priest. There would be raised 
up amongst us yet more of a sound, living, gospel ministry, 
exercised not in the wisdom of man but in the ability which 
God giveth, and in blessed harmony with the immediate 
ministry of the same Spirit; to win and to gather precious 
souls unto Christ, and for the edification of the body in love. 

We have remembered, to our instruction, how remarkably 
our early predecessors were led, in a course of watchfulness and 
self-denial, out of bondage to the vain customs and fashions of 
the world. No false idea of liberty, no plea of ease or con- 
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venience, prevented them from laying aside whatsoever they 
believed to be at variance with the simplicity that is in Christ. 
They sought to conform their speech to the standard of un- 
flattering truthfulness. They dared not attempt to recom- 
mend themselves to others by complimentary habits or language^ 
but in their conduct and deportment it was their concern to 
maintain '^ a conscience void of offence toward God^ and toward 
men.^' (Acts xxiv. 16.) They considered that to change the dress 
in conformity with the varying fashions of the world, without 
any motive of necessity or real convenience, was unbecoming 
their profession as the humble and self-denying followers of 
Christ. And, in commending their example to our dear friends, 
more especially to the yoimg, we would affectionately remind 
them that even in relation to these things, every act of self-denial 
that springs from a desire to be found faithful to their Lord, 
whilst tending to preserve them from evil, and to strengthen 
them in their progress in the narrow way, will assuredly not be 
without its reward. In few things is the principle of Christian 
self-denial of more searching and comprehensive application 
than in reference to the right employment of our leisure hours ; 
and especially would it keep us entirely out of those vain and 
frivolous amusements against which we have always felt it right 
to bear a testimony. 

Beports have been brought up to this Meeting in usual course, 
of the accounts of the distraints upon our members in connexion 
with our Christian testimony against all ecclesiastical demands. 
This testimony continues to be precious to us, and we think it 
right again to conunend to all our brethren its faithful and con- 
sistent maintenance. 

In the view of the awful realities of the desolating war in 
which our country continues to be involved, we have been intro- 
duced into very solemn and painful feelings. The steps taken 
on our behalf since we last met, in issuing an Appeal to our 
fellow-countrymen on this deeply affecting subject, and the wide 
circulation given to this Appeal through the active co-operation 
of Friends in various parts of the nation, have been satisfactory 
to this meeting. We trust that they may everywhere so watch 
over their own spirits that they may be preserved from in any 
way countenancing the war-spirit either in conduct or conversa- 
tion, and be enabled to pour out their hearts in reverent suppli* 
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cation to our Almighty Father in Heayen on behalf of aflUcted 
humanity. May He be pleased in his mercy to open the eyes 
of professing Christians to see the entire inconsistency of all 
war with the obligations of those who should be in all respects 
subject to the Prince of Peace ; and may He so influence the 
hearts of the nations and their rulers^ as that this desolating 
scourge may be speedily removed. 

We have received at this time Epistles from our brethren in 
Ireland, and from the several Yearly Meetings of Friends on the 
American continent. These communications have introduced 
us into near sympathy with our distant brethren. May they 
and may we be upon the watch against all that would in any 
way draw us from Christy or from a union and fellowship one 
with another in Him. May no other spirit bear rule in our 
hearts than the Spirit of Jesus. May his Gospel in its fulness 
be precious to us, and his love be our bond of discipleship. 

Beloved Friends ! in the retrospect of the time that we have 
been together^ and of the important deliberations in which we 
have been engaged^ we recur with thankfulness to the brotherly 
love and mutual confidence which have prevailed amongst us. 
Many and varied are the conflicts permitted in the Christian 
course. Let not any think it strange that they are thus proved ; 
or in seasons of discouragement, in the cloudy and dark day, 
cast away their confidence, which hath great recompense of 
reward. Rather let patience have its perfect work ; that, in 
the deep prostration of all that is of man, the Lord may yet in 
his unmerited mercy cause the Sun of Righteousness to rise 
upon us with healing in his wings, and after we have suffered 
awhile make us perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle us. (1 Peter 
y. 10.) Unto Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 

Joseph Thorp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1856. 

T'lioM THE Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 2Ist of the Fifth Month to the 31at of the same, 
inclusive, 1856. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In the renewed experience which has been at this time 
granted that we have been owned of the Lord^ we have caase 
thankfully to acknowledge that it has been good for us to come 
together. And under the prevailing sense of his mercy we can 
adopt the words of apostolic salutation, ''Peace be to the 
brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.'' (Eph. vi. 23.) 

God is faithful, who has called us unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Cor. i. 9.) With Him there is 
bread for the hungry, water for the thirsty, strength for the 
weak, healing for the sick, and life for the dead. " The grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we* 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world." (Tit. ii. 11, 12.) Who amongst us, beloved Friends, has 
not been made a partaker of the offers of this grace ? To which 
of us has not been proclaimed, ''Behold the Lamb of QoA, 
which taketh away the sin of the world ?" (John i. 29.) For 
which of us hath Christ not died ? And who is there amongst 
us unacquainted with the inward pleadings of the Holy Spirit, 
softening and contriting the heart, and graciously inviting to 
the full acceptance and enjoyment, in the obedience of fEuth, of 
the plenteous redemption which is in Christ ? 

Seeing then that, in the infinite compassion of our Heavenly 
Father, his love hath thus abounded towards us in Christ Jesus, 
fervent are our desires that there may be none in anywise 
shrinking from the full surrender of the heart unto Him. To 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost, to experience the circumcision 
of the heart, is indispensably necessary to a full participation in 
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the privilege of true membership in the church and family of 
the redeemed. Without this our Christianity is but a name. 
And if we have a name that we live when we are dead, what 
will it profit us ? (Kev. iii. 1 .) How inestimable is the value, 
how full of woe is the loss, of the immortal soul ! May none, 
then, be loitering as at the threshold of the sanctuary ; prepared, 
it may be, even to rejoice at the entering in of others, without 
entering in themselves. May there be none amongst us allowing 
the strength and vigour of their days to pass away as though 
they had no object beyond this transitory life: but may we 
each, in reverence and godly fear, keep continually in remem- 
brance the infinite importance of our present stewardship ; and 
that we are individually called by the most impressive con- 
siderations, not to be spectators merely of the Christian race, 
but to run that race ourselves, if we would, in the end, through 
unmerited mercy, obtain the incorruptible crown. (1 Cor. 
ix. 24, 25.) 

Oh ! the blessed fulness and freeness of that Gospel which 
makes known that Christ died for all : but we cannot separate 
its blessings from its responsibilities. If we really feel the 
preciousness of the truth that He died upon the cross for us, 
we cannot reject the obligation which He hath laid upon all his 
disciples, to deny themselves, to take up their cross daily, and 
'follow Him. (Luke ix. 23.) If we are Christ's we shall feel that 
we are called to be like Him ; that we are to be not of the 
world, even as He was not of the world ; (John xvii. 16 ;) that 
we must cruci^ the flesh with its afl^ections and lusts: (Gal. 
V. 24 :) the Spirit of Jesus will prevail over the spirit -of the 
world, and destroy the relish for its unsatisfying and transitory 
pleasures : its vain amusements and frivolous pursuits will be 
cheerfully and resolutely given up. Nay, even those things will 
be carefully avoided which many regard as allowable gratifica- 
tions, but which are found by the renewed mind to interfere 
with a growth in grace and with the meekness, the gentleness, 
and the tender-heartedness which ought to mark the humble 
disciple of Christ. Nor is it merely by renouncing that which 
is hurtful that the self-denial of the Christian is evinced. His 
moderation in the pursuit of lawful things, and the spirit which 
he exhibits whilst employed in them, will equally manifest, even 
to those that are without, that in giving heed to the limitations 
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of truths his life is regulated by a holier standard than that of 
the customs or habits of the world ; and that he is desirous to 
be conformed, in all things, to the simplicity, the truthfulness, 
the self-denial and the purity into which the Holy Spirit leads 
those who truly yield to its blessed guidance. Oh ! that we 
might, in the love of Christ, entreat all our dear friends, and 
especially our beloved younger brethren and sisters, to lay these 
things deeply to heart ; and to be willing yet more fully to show 
forth in life and conversation, that Christian self-denial and 
devotedness to God which is an unchangeable criterion of the 
true disciple of Him whom we call Master and Lord. Thus 
only shall we be enabled to fulfil his high command, " Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.^' (Matt. v. 16.) 

We rejoice at the large degree in which our members, both 
older and younger, are imbued with the knowledge of the pre- 
cious truths of Holy Scripture ; believing that an intelligent 
acquaintance with their invaluable contents, under the discipline 
and teaching of the Holy Spirit, is a privilege which we cannot 
too highly prize. It may be freely admitted that the powers of 
the understanding were given to be employed, not by any means, 
exclusively upon worldly pursuits and engagements, but also 
upon objects of a far higher and an enduring nature, even the 
things of God and of his Kingdom, so far as He has been pleased 
to reveal them to us : yet it remains to be a truth of the greatest 
practical import, that '' the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God.'' (1 Cor. ii. 11.) How instructive in relation 
to this subject is the prayer of the Apostle for the Ephesian 
converts, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, might give unto them the spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of Him ; the eyes of their understanding being 
enlightened that they might know what was the hope of their 
calling. (Eph. i. 17, 18.) How touching and impressive is the 
language of our Redeemer Himself ; " I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these thm^s 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes." 
(Matt. xi. 25.) It is in simple child-like obedience to the mani- 
festations of the Lord's will concerning us, that this will is 
opened, often very gradually, to the believing and watchful 
soul. In this heavenly training, the powers of the under- 
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standing are not laid aside as useless^ but througli humility and 
the fear of the Lord, are strengthened and sanctified in the 
exercise of their highest functions. 

Be not afraid then^ beloved younger friends, to humble your- 
selves as little children that you may be taught of the Lord. 
In all your di£Eiculties and perplexities may you seek unto Him 
tor counsel and wisdom. Pour out your hearts before Him in 
the all-availing name of Jesus. Cherish a deep reverence for 
the gentlest intimations of the Holy Spirit. Let nothing, we 
entreat you, in anywise lead you to doubt the reaUty or pre- 
ciousness of its immediate ministrations to your souls. Be 
willing to sit alone, and to keep silence before the Lord, 
suffering Him to search you as in the light of his countenance, 
and to bring you again and again to a sense of the depth of 
your unworthiness, and of the impotence of your own highest 
efforts to attain true wisdom. Thus would you be weaned from 
all earthly dependance, and be prepared to receive, with humble 
thankfulness, those supplies from the Lord^s own treasury which 
he fidls not to bestow upon his waiting and believing children. 
Entering into the sheep-fold by the one door, under the heart- 
felt consciousness of your many previous wanderings, you would 
be taught not only to know, but to love and to obey the Shep- 
herd^s voice, and clearly to discern it from the voice of the 
stranger. How safe, how sure, how soul-satisfying, is his 
blessed guidance : Oh ! that all might come into the full enjoy- 
ment of it ; and that neither the allurements of worldly honour 
or advancement, nor an unhallowed dread of enthusiasm, may 
keep any back from the thorough dedication of all their powers, 
in simplicity and godly sincerity, yet in deep humility and self- 
distrust, to the free disposal and service of their God. 

Our epistolary intercourse with our dear brethren in L*eland 
and on the American Continent has been maintained at this 
time as usual. Their tokens of regard have afresh awakened 
our feelings of Christian interest on their behalf, and strong are 
our desires that we and they may be tenderly watchful against 
all that would separate us from Christ ; and that looking unto 
Him alone, and truly coming under the uniting and settling 
operations of his Spirit, we may be more and more builded 
together, a holy temple unto the Lord. (Eph. ii. 21, 22.) 

The subject of our Christian testimony in relation to ecdesi- 
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astical impositions^ has been again brought before us by the 
reports of distraints upon Friends on this account. We would 
affectionately remind our members that our testimony in these 
things to the freedom and spirituality of the Gospel^ and against 
all usurpation in the church of Christ, remains unchanged. It 
is still precious to us ; and we desire to encourage our members, 
notwithstanding the questions and difficulties arising out of 
their somewhat altered circumstances, watchfully to maintain it 
with uprightness and integrity. 

In looking back to the desolating war in which our beloved 
country has been lately engaged, we would record our feelings 
of reverent thankfulness to the Almighty Disposer of events, 
that He has been pleased to cause the sword to be sheathed, 
and peace to be again proclained among the nations of Europe. 
Greatly do we desire that our members everywhere may seek 
so to walk as becometh the gospel of peace, that their lives may 
be yet more conspicuously a holy thank-offering unto the Lord, 
and that the precious testimony to the pure and peaceable 
character of the religion of Jesus may be effectually com- 
mended to those around them. 

Our sympathies have been afresh awakened as we have 
recurred, at this time, to the deeply afflicting subjects of 
Slavery and the Slave-trade. We would not forget the millions 
of our fellow-men who continue to be held in unrighteous and 
cruel bondage, many of them even by those who publicly profess 
to honour and obey Him who died for the redemption alike of 
the slave as of themselves. We would desire still to bear them 
on our hearts, and to remember them in our prayers : and we 
would encourage our dear friends patiently to persevere in their 
efforts on their behalf. 

Beloved friends, the time is short, and loud is the call for 
diligence. Let patience, faith and hope be the watchwords of 
the day. Let us never forget that this life is the season of our 
appointed probation, in which the prize ia to be wrestled for 
and the race is to be run. Let us not shrink from the necessary 
conflict, but rather seek for strength patiently to maintain it. 
May the faithful be cheered on their way ; may the mourners 
be comforted ; may the faint-hearted be encouraged ; may the 
weak be strengthened ; may the indolent be aroused to a holy 
earnestness, and the sinners in Zion be warned to turn unto the 
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Lord whilst yet He may be found. And may all be a&esh 
stimulated to seek, through unreserved subjection to the love of 
Christ, to realize the fulness of his blessing, in a life of faith- 
fulness and devotedness unto Grod. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, 

Joseph Thorp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1857. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month to the 29th of the same, 
inclusiye, 1857. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends, 

In being again permitted to come together as a Yearly Meet- 
ing, our hearts have been humbled under the renewed sense of 
the loving-kindness of the Lord. Truly his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning : great is his faithfulness. (Lam. 
iii. 22, 23.) 

We take comfort in the persuasion that there are many 
amongst us who, like Simeon of old, can reverently bless the 
Lord that their eyes have been opened to see his salvation. 
May these be strengthened to hold fast their hope. In every 
storm of conflict or of trial may this hope be to them as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, entering into the 
eternal realities within the veil. (Heb. vi. 19.) And may they 
be so kept by the power of God, through faith, unto the very 
end, as to witness the Lord Jesus, in the fulness of his redeeming 
love, to be not only their hope, but their final rest and ever- 
lasting praise. But, whilst our hearts have been turned in 
sympathy and love towards those dear friends whom we can 
salute as brethren and sisters in Christ, we are brought into a 
lively exercise on account of others amongst us who cannot yet 
be written amongst the living in Israel. (Isaiah iv. 3.) It is an 
awful thing to be numbered with the many who, not yielding 
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their hearts to that faith in which is the victory, " will seek to 
enter in and shall not be able/' (Luke xiii. 24.) And shall any 
think it will be less fearful to have their portion with those who, 
so far from striving to enter in at the strait gate, are striving to 
evade it, preferring a way pleasing to the unregenerate nature, 
quenching the light that would make their darkness manifest? 
Oh ! that the hearts of these might be melted under the living 
sense of the tenderness of that compassion in which they are 
invited and even entreated, freely to accept the ofiFers of the 
redeeming love of God in Christ Jesus. Oh ! that they might 
be prevailed upon, ere the day of their visitation is passed away 
for ever, to hearken to the voice of eternal love, that would yet 
plead with them Turn ye, turn ye ; why will ye die ? (Ezek. 
xxxiii. 11.) 

How encouraging to the true penitent, how full of instruction 
to the advanced Christian, is the language of the Redeemer, ^^ I 
am the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." 
(John X. 9.) It is a distinguishing feature of the work of the 
Holy Spirit, that it bears an effectual witness to Christ, and 
brings to the enjoyment of his grace in those various relations 
in which He has been pleased to reveal Himself. Under the 
power of heart-searching conviction, it draws the believing soul, 
in contrition and humiliation, to the Saviour's feet. Here, 
through the acceptance of Him, in living faith, as the propitia- 
tion for sin, the reconciling love of God is shed abroad in the 
heart, and we are enabled to realize the inestimable privilege 
of access unto God; not in our own right, or for any works of 
righteousness that we have done, but for the sake of Christ 
alone. In thus witnessing of Him, and establishing the soul 
upon Him, the Holy Spirit becomes a Comforter indeed. 
Through his sanctifying power, the righteousness of God, 
through faith, is more and more manifested in the life and 
conversation, whilst all boasting is excluded. The promise of 
the New Covenant, in its most precious import, is fulfilled. 
(Jer. xxri. 31-34.) (Heb. viii. 7-13.) (Heb. x. 15-22.) The 
law of God becomes more and more plainly written upon the 
heart, whilst a yet clearer and clearer view is granted of the 
depth of that love which, in Christ Jesus, pardoneth iniquity* 
transgression, and sin. Fervently do we desire that our dear 
friends, everywhere, may press after an individual acquaintance 
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with this theart searching and heart-sanctifying knowledge of the 
Son of God. May none^ under the heavy weight of conviction^ 
stop short in the first stage of Christian experience ; but^ yieldiuf^ 
without reserve to the further manifestations of light and truth, 
may they be brought from step to step^ in faith andfaithfidness, 
to the full enjoyment in their own souls of the covenant of life 
and peace. 

Intimately connected with our experience in these things, 
and with our growth in the truth as it is in Jesus^ is our estimate 
of the great duty of public worship. We have afresh rejoiced 
in the high privileges which abound in the Qospel^ in relation to 
this subject. He who died for his people to save them from 
their sins^ ever liveth to make intercession for them. (Heb. viL 
25.) Through his mediation, without the necessity for any in- 
ferior instrumentality^ is the Father to be approadied and 
reverently worshipped. The Lord Jesus has for ever fulfilled 
and ended the typical and sacrificial worship under the law^ by 
the offering up of Himself upon the cross for us^ once for all. 
He has opened the door of access into the inner sanctuary, and 
graciously appointed spiritual offerings for the service of his 
temple, suited to the several conditions of all who worship in 
spirit and in truth. The broken and the contrite heart, the 
confession of the soul prostrate before God, the prayer of the 
affiicted when he is overwhelmed, the earnest wrestling of the 
spirit, the outpouring of humble thanksgiving, the spiritual song 
and melody of the heart, the simple exercise of faith, the self- 
den3ring service of love ; — ^these are among the sacrifices which 
He, our merciful and faithfrd High Priest, is himself pleased to 
prepare by his Spirit in the hearts of them that receive Him, and 
to present with acceptance unto God. In his presence there is 
life and power. " He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness.^^ (Psalm cvii. 9.) He beautifies the 
meek with salvation. (Psalm cxlix. 4.) How precious, how 
deeply practical are these truths. May they be. yet more and 
more livingly understood and experienced amongst us. May 
none yield to the idea that there can be worship in any prescribed 
system of observances apart from the ministrations of the Lord's 
Spirit, or conclude that there can be no true worship even where 
the immediate operations of his Spirit are enjoyed, without the 
accompaniment of outward teaching or services. 
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Highly do we prize those spiritual gifts which the Lord Jesus 
is graciously pleased still to distribute for the winning of souls 
unto Himself and for the edifying of the body. May they in- 
crease and abound amongst us to his praise ! But, whilst we 
rejoice in that Christian liberty which exists amongst us for the 
free exercise of these gifts^ earnest is our desire that none of 
our members may ever let go tiieir assured belief in the reality 
and efficacy of the immediate teachings of the Holy Spirit. 
When assembled in our religious meetings, may none rest in a 
vacant stillness or indolent musing, or in thoughts wandering 
upon earthly things. May all seriously remember that the 
object of thus assembling is the worship of the infinite, all-seeing 
and ever-present God. And let it not be forgotten that the 
purpose of the immediate ministry of his Spirit is to bring us 
into deep searching of heart ; to enlighten us to see our true 
state ; to control and sanctify our thoughts and affections ; and, 
beyond all, to take of the things of Christ, and apply them with 
power to the healing, strengthening, and refreshment of the 
humble and believing soul. Were this blessed experience more 
diligently sought after and realized by our members we cannot 
doubt but that our religious meetings, both on First and on 
other days of the week, would become, far more than is now 
often the case, occasions of real profit and refreshment ; the 
number of spiritual worshippers would be increased, and our 
simple and truly Christian principles relating to these vitally 
important subjects would be yet more effectually commended to 
the hearts and consciences of others. 

Very impressive are the words of our Holy Redeemer, in 
which He describes his true followers, " they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world." (John xvii. 16.) He is 
the Emmanuel, elect and precious, the image of Him who is in- 
visible, in whom the righteousness and grace of God are revealed 
to man. And it is the high privilege of his disciples to follow 
his steps ; to be conformed to his holy image ; to be, like Him, 
pure and separated in spirit from the world, meek and lowly in 
heart, not seeking to gratify self, but in all things given up to 
spend and be spent for the good of others, to do or to suffer 
according to the will of God. This is the path which our divine 
Forerunner hath Himself marked out and consecrated for us ; a 
path of self-denial, humility and holiness. Let none, therefore, 
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deceive themselves by any means. The lust of the fleshy the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, (1 John ii. 16,) are not of 
the Father, but are of the world. And whether it be in our 
personal habits or attire, in our style of living, in the general 
tone of our conversation or reading, in the mode of spending 
our time or our money, in the character of our occupations, or 
in the manner of conducting our outward affairs, whether it be 
in that which we do or in that which we leave undone, all that 
in any wise fosters the desirear of the flesh or of the vain and 
unregenerate mind impairs the health and vigour of the Chris- 
tian life. In looking at the holy example of his Lord, the 
humble believer is made deeply sensible that he hath not at- 
tained ; but as he advances in his course, he will be more and 
more constrained by the love of Christ, to "follow after,'' 
(Philip, iii. 12-14,) in simplicity and godly sincerity, often faint, 
yet still pressing forward. May none be satisfied with any lower 
aim. The standard is a high one, but it is set before us in infi- 
nite wisdom and love, by Him who is willing graciously to supply 
all our need. 

In that great work of regeneration without which none can 
see the kingdom of God, (John iii. 3,) the corrupt will and 
affections are changed, new tastes and new hopes are acquired, 
and a new will and new affections are implanted, and grow up 
as necessary parts of the nature of the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (Eph. iv. 
22-24.) They who are thus transformed by the renewing of their 
minds, can no longer be conformed to this world. (Bom. xii. 2.) 
The axe is laid to the root of the corrupt tree. It is in the 
experience of this blessed change that the true remedy is to be 
found for worldliness in all its forms. And seeing we are com- 
passed with so many infirmities, and surrounded by temptation 
on every hand, may we individually cherish a fervent engage- 
ment of heart that we may be fully redeemed and preserved 
from the corruptions of the world and from the deadening in- 
fluences of its spirit. The present is a day of stirring engage- 
ment and of great competition. May our dear friends who are 
concerned in trade beware of being drawn, it may be almost 
imperceptibly, into the vortex. Whilst seeking, in the fear of 
the Lord, to provide things honest in the sight of all men, may 
you take heed of making the standard of others the measure of 
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your estimate of that in which a competency exists. Remember, 
we entreat you, into what snares, into how many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, they fall who set their hearts upon temporal riches. 
(1 Tim. vi. 9.) Let not the best of your time and of your 
energies be devoted unnecessarily to the concerns of business. 
In all your engagements seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness ; not desiring for yourselves or for your children 
large earthly possessions, but rather laying up treasure in 
heaven, and seeking, above all, that you, and that they, may 
have an eternal portion in Christ. 

This meeting has been brought under deep concern, in view 
of the fearful amount of sin and misery existing in our land 
through the prevailing use of intoxicating liquors. We regard 
with cordial satisfaction the efibrts of many of our members in , 
different parts of the country, to stay the progress of this deso- 
lating scourge ; and we take comfort in believing that, under 
the divine blessing, their labour has not been in vain. Whilst 
we would carefully avoid interfering in any way with the Chris- 
tian liberty of our dear friends, we would encourage them 
seriously to consider what may be their individual duty in rela- 
tion to this important subject. The more we seek to follow the 
example, and to be imbued with the spirit, of our blessed 
Redeemer, the less shall we be disposed to shrink from any 
course of effort or of self-denial, which a compassionate regard 
for the temporal and eternal well-being of those around us may 
call for at our hands. 

We have at this time been comforted by the reading of epistles 
from our dear brethren in Ireland and in America. We con- 
tinue highly to prize these tokens of brotherly interest and 
regard. May nothing be permitted to interrupt our Christian 
fellowship ; but with hearts turned unto the Lord, and brought 
under the power of his blessed Spirit, may we be yet more and 
more united in his love, and be strengthened in our diflferent 
allotments, whether of service or of suffering, to strive together, 
with one mind, for the faith of the Gospel. 

Accounts haye been brought up to this meeting, in usual 
course, of the distraints upon our members, in connexion with 
the support of our Christian testimony against the payment of 
demands of an ecclesiastical or military nature. It is at the 
present time especially incum^jent upon the members of our 
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Sociely to be very careful in no wise to compromise their testi- 
monies as to these important subjects. We desire to enconra^^e 
our friends everywhere to the faithful maintenance of them in 
the patience and firmness that so highly become our Christian 
profession. 

Throughout the course of our deliberations in this meeting, 
we have had cause to acknowledge the goodness of the Lord in 
preserving us in much harmony and brotherly condescension. 
We thankfully accept this as a token for good. May He con- 
tinue to be with us when separated one from another ; and may 
his compassionate regard be extended towards all our dear 
friends^ wherever situated. May the aged in Christ be encou- 
raged to keep the word of his patience^ maintaining their watch^ 
as servants in waitings knowing Him, amidst the in&rmities of 
their declining years^ to lift them above every wave of discourage- 
ment^ with the sweet assurance that their redemption draweth 
nigh. May the middle-aged be stirred up to continued diligence^ 
calling often to remembrance the days of their early visitations 
and the tows of their espousals : ( Jer. ii 2 :) may they especially 
guard against the benumbing^ deadening influences of the earthly 
mind. Now is your time^ dear friends^ to labour^ and to prove 
your faithfulness to your Lord : let not the sun go down upon 
you before your work is done. And for you, beloved younger 
friends, who have enjoyed many privileges both in your training 
and in your education, greatly do we desire that you may be 
encouraged to devote yourselves with all earnestness to the 
service of your Lord and Redeemer, and that all that you have 
and all that you are may be sanctified to his use. And in the 
end, in the Lord^s unmerited mercy, may it be given to all, of 
every age and condition, through heartfelt subjection to the 
powerful work of redeeming love, to have their part in the 
unspeakable blessedness of them that enter in through the 
gates into the city of God, to go no more out for ever. 
Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, 

Joseph Thorp, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. 



Accommodation Bills, Warning against raising or circnlating, II., 6, 

169 
Admonition, Remissness in imparting, lamented, 11., 139 
Adversaries' Books, Friends to qualify themselves to reply to, I., 102 
Advice, Sufferers in need of, to apply to Meeting for Sufferings, I., 7 
, as issued by the Yearly Meeting, to be put in practice by 

Quarteriy and Monthly Meetings, I.j 106, 151 

to aged Friends, II., 107 

, A due regard to, recommended to individual members, I., 339 

Affairs, Friends frequently to inspect the state of their, L, 178, [See 

Trade.] 
Affirmation, A very satisfactory form of, granted by the Legislature, 

L, 161 

extended to Friends in Ireland and Barbadoes, I., 168 

rendered valid by the Legislature in all cases where an 

oath was required, IT., 262 [See Oaths.] 
Africa, Natives of, their rights &c. under care, 11., 187, [See Slave- 
trade] 
Algiers, [See Captive Friends.] 

Ambitious Spirit, Caution against indulging in an, I., 232, 347 
America, Good accounts from, I., 82, 129, 131, 145, 183, 194, 202, 

216, 224 

, George Keith creates a schism in, I., 82 ; abated, I., 86 

, Great increase of Friends in, I., 183 

, Friends in, generally avoid concerning themselves in the war 

wi4 Great Britain, II., 24, 30 
, ,, keep up their meetings, and attend them with 

diligence during the war, II., 38 
, ,, brought under much suffering by the war, II., 28, 

34, 88, 45, 49, 53 
, ,, acknowledge gratefully the contributions of 

Friends in England and Ireland, II., 38 
, ,, who settle among the Indians, treat them with 

kindness, IL, 95, [See United States.] 
Amsterdam, Friends of, in love a^d turity? I> 4:9, 56, 82 
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Amsterdam y Meetings quiet in, and great resort thereto; an openness 

to Truth in North Holland, Friesland, Embden, and Fre- 

derickstadt, I., 82 
Antigua, Notice of Friends in, I., 117 
Apparel, Plainness and simplicity in, enjoined, I., 37, 106, |]See 

Plainness of Dress.] 
Appeals, Monthly and Quarterly Meetings to endeavour to make up 

differences, so as to avoid troubling the Yearly Meeting with 

Appeals, I., 175 
Apprentices, Friends who receive, encouraged to exercise a kind and 

watchful care over them, II., 318 
Arbitrators to be just and impartial men, I., 65, 157, 171 
Armed Vessels, Friends cannot consistently be concerned in, II., 39 ; 
Persons concerned in, to be timely admonished, I., 

72, 303, 306 
Arms, Our Testimony against bearing, is a testimony for Messiah, II., 

123, 188 
Arrest on qui tarn writs, advice respecting, I., 8 
Assemblies, Eelioious, Counsel not to forsake, I., 25, 87 
, God's power and presence the crown of, I., 

235; IL, 40 

-, Exhortation to be concerned therein, to gather 



in the name of Jesus, II. , 59 

would be seasons of rejoicing, were aU engaged 



to reject hindering things, II., 97, [See Meetings for Wor- 
ship ; Silent Waiting.] 
Assizes and Sessions, Friends to inquire at, if any are presented or 
prosecuted as Eecusants, &c., I., 1, 5 

Backsliders, A season is afforded for the return of, which may be lost 

if neglected, II., 50 
Baptism, Spiritual, referred to, II., 161, 288, 310 
Barbadoes, Meetings in, increase and are not disturbed, I., 31 

, Great openness towards the truth in, I., 72 

, Violent distemper in, causing great mortahty, I., 73 

Belief, Educational and traditional, insufficient, II., 80 
Benevolence and Liberality, A disposition to, to be cherished apart 

from a view to ostentation or popularity, II., 213 
to be exercised in a Christian temper, 

II. , 222 

especially recommended to those blessed 



with outward substance, I., xxvii., 87 

to the poor recommended, I., 87, 184, 



236, 269, 304, 351, 357 
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Benevolence and Liberality, The Christian religion exalts, into that 
Charity which promotes peace and good- will to all, II., 57 

= , Watchinlness especially needed in the 

public exercise of, II., 184, 301, 314 

Bermudas, Pestilence and great mortality in, L, 80 

, Truth prosperous in, I., 110 

Books, Collection reconmiended for distribution of, I., x 

, Arrangements for Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, respecting 

their supply of, I., 6, 58, 68, 84 

, Distribution of, reconmiended to Monthly and Quarterly Meet- 
ings, I., 18, 59, 75 

, Heads of families and guardians exhorted to prevent their 

children, servants, and youth from having or reading perni- 
cious books, I., 166, 185, 259, 269, 285, 325, 343, 350, 
356; II., 14, 41, 65, 70, 102, 110 

, Youth exhorted to avoid publications which tend to draw 

their attention from the Holy Scriptures, &c., II., 21, 52 

, Perusal of the writings of our faithful predecessors recom- 
mended, IL, 77, 129, [See Scriptures; Adversaries' Books; 
Infidelity ; Yearly Meeting.] 

Bowing and giving flattering titles to men advised against, I., 139 

Bull and Mouth, General Meeting held at, I., x. 

, Yearly Meeting, 1677, held at, I.,.xxii. 

, One session of Yearly Meeting, 1678, held at, I., 

xxiv. 

Captive Friends in Algiers, Bailee, &c. One Friend in the ministry 

at Algiers, I., 9 
, Accounts relating to their redemption inspected, 

I., 13 

-, A fresh collection for their redemption recommended, 

-, Several redeemed and brought home, I., 22 

All, at Algiers, except one, redeemed ; but several 

remain captive in Sallee, I., 28, 32 

-, [Die care of Friends on their behalf tends to strengthen 



1,17 



and establish them in the truth, I., 32 

-, They desire books as a means of spreading the truth. 



1,56 

-, Ten captives in Mequinez — seven of them convinced 



of the truth during their captivity, I., 32 

-, Exertions to procure their liberty, I., 39, 44, 50, 



58, 74, 89, 91 
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Captive Friends, Three released by death, end their days in great 
peace, I., 67 

^ Others die at Mequinez, I., 91 • 

, A young man convinced, I., 99 

, The English Government negotiate for the redemp- 
tion of all the English captives, I., 94, 97 

Friends advised to contribute to public collectioiis 



for the redemption of the other English captives, L, 97 

Captives redeemed, gratefully acknowledge Friends' 



love and care, I., 102 

Carolina and Maryland, The Yearly Meetings of, advocate the cause 
of the oppressed Africans with their Legislatures, II., 156 

Charity, True, explained, L, 203, [See Love.] 

Children, A godly care for the due education and safety of, recom- 
mended, L, 48, 83, 120 

to be brought up in useful employments, I., 106, 124; 

n., 11 

of poor Friends to be furnished with necessary learning and 

employment, L, 124 

not to be furnished by parents with means whereby to 



indulge in pride uid vain fashions, I., 48 ; II., 121 
, Parents enjoined to attend to the spiritual welfare of, I., 

48, 114, 132, 191 ; IL, 14, 128, 214 
, Many, who have died young, have, through their parents' 

nurture, manifested the efficacy of living faith, II., 317 
, The years spent at school an important stage in life, II,, 

317, [See Education; Parents; Schools.] 
Chippenham, General Meeting held at, I., x. 
Cholera, Abatement of that pestilence thankfully noticed, II., 245, 

258, 352 
Christ our only Mediator and Intercessor with Grod the Father, I., 53, 

187, 138; IL, 181, 190, 231, 236, 300, 327, 335, 348 

the Author and Finisher of our faith, I., 63 ; IL, 3, 80 

the Bread of life, IL, 246, 280, 306 

the Foundation of the righteous, L, 12; 11., 198, 330, 335, 

349 
our High Priest, L, 52, 194, 201 ; H., 39, 56, 67, 87, 128, 

145, 173, 236, 246, 252, 300, 385 

our Lawgiver, L, 1, 93, 150, 151, 158 ; IL, 14 

the Word of God, 11., 3, 165, 231, 280 

the Prince of Peace, L, 1, 3, 155, 247 ; IL, 54, 88, 341 

ihe Propitiation for sin, L, 52; IL, 202, 229, 260, 266, 330 

, Our affection to, to be shown by a quiet life, and subjection to 

the higher powers, L, 69 
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Christ, Our affection to^ to be shown by confessing Him before men, 

in a faithful adherence to sound principles and consistent 

practice, 11. , 221 
the universal Teacher, I., v., 230; II., 104, 228, 246, 827, 

380 

, Divinity of, H., 192, 202, 231, 266 

, No subject of meditation more instructive than the coming of, 

in the flesh, II., 235 
Christendom, The corruptions of, seen by the early Friends, I., v. 
Church, No other government owned in the, than that which it derived 

from Christ, I., xxv. 
, Friends exhorted to seek after submission to that government, 

L, 60; 11,335 
, Affairs of the, to be conducted in the meekness and wisdom 

of the Lord, I., 154 
, Harmony and strength of the, increased by the faithfulness of 

individual members, II., 199 
never more the object of her Saviour's love and care than when 

in tribulation, II., 275 
, Each has a duty, and every living member a place of usefulness 

therein, II., 308, 849 
must abide under, and be guided by, the Spirit of Christ, II., 

149 

, the temple of the living God, II., 280, 349 

Church Rates, [See Tithes.] 

Civil Government, Friends exhorted to live peaceably under the, I., 

86, 187 
, Friends have always maintained a stedfast attach- 
ment to the, II., 264 

-, Friends have endeavoured to live peaceably under 



the various revolutions of, I., 66 
, The favours of, acknowledged, L, 86, 161, 168, 



174, 218 

to be owned, by subjection to the higher powers, 



and by encouraging whatever is good, I., 44, 69 

-, Our dvil and religious liberties under the, to be 



enjoyed with thankfrOness, I., 66, 147, 829 ; 11., 224 
Civil Rights, Our view of the peaceable nature of the Christian dis- 
pensation no hindrance to exercising, II., 249 
Collections not to be received from those who fall short in the pay- 
ment of their debts, I., 812, 856 
Colour, Free People of. Sympathy of Friends for the, II., 264 
Commercial Crisis of 1825,' Sympi^ihy and advice relating to, II., 218 

2 d2 
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Commercial Crisib of 1847-8, Sympathy and advice relating to, II., 345 
Company, Evil, Cautions against, I., 184, 204, 226, 290; II., 11, 62, 70 
Compassion enjoined for all under oppression and suffering, U., 97 
Conduct and Conversation, Exhortation to follow Christ, I., 301 

, „ to build on Him, the sure 

Foundation, II., 11 

to humility, watchfulness. 



and plainness, L, 118, 208, 226, 243, 358; II., 2, 156 
, „ to justice and integrity, I., 



109, 112 

to avoid strife and conten- 



tion, L, 115, 125 ; 11., 13 
, „ to cherish unity, love, and 

peace, L, 121, 171, 192; II., 256, 258 

, ,, to visit the sick, I., 128 

, ,, to walk wisely towards all, 



I., 192 

to maintain a holy and up- 



right conversation, I., 202, 320 

, „ to temperance, I., 281 

, „ to restore those who err, I., 



281. 
, „ against the vain customs and 



fashions of the world, I., 221 

to be on our guard lest the 



respect we now meet with in society draw us from integrity 

and consistency, 11., 263 
Conscience, Liberty of, granted by James 11., I., 33 

„ by the Duke of Holstein, I., 67 

Contention to be avoided, I., 76, 109, 111, 183 ; 11., 330 
Contentious Persons are not to take part in Church affairs, I., 76 
to be dealt with in the spirit of meekness, I., 

115 
Contributions recommended for assisting Friends in America in their 

labours for civilizing the Indians, 11., 133 

— , Large sums contributed, 11., 135 

Controversy, Political, discouraged, I., 44, 50 

with error does not necessarily establish in truth, II., 252 

, Religious, indulgence in, inimical to vital religion, II., 

330 
Conventicle Act a disgrace to the Statute Books, I., 13 
Conversation, Advice to abstain from all evil and hurtful, I., 175 
, ,, against making the events of war the fr^uent 

snbject of, L, 803; IL, 45, 88, 90, 97 
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Conversation, Circmnspection in, adyised, L, 176, 294 ; II., 2, 59 
on Gospel tratihs to be conducted in the fear of Grod, II., 

243, [See Conduct and Conversation.] 
Convinced Persons to be visited and cared for, in love, for their help, 

I., 128, 184 
advised not to take up a rest short of the true 

rest, n., 106, 137 
Counsel, The state which despises, deplored, 11., 143 
Covbtousness, Cautions against, L, 89, 157, 159, 178, 282, 295; II., 

187 
Creditors, Those who defraud their, to be testified against, I., 184 
, after being compounded with, to be paid in full, when prac- 
ticable, I., 178, 312, 356 ; 11., 55, 179 
Cross of Christ, Exhortations to abide under the, I., 95, 842 ; II., 

16, 54, 79, 183, 193, 202 
, Children to be trained under tlie salutary restraints 

of the, n., 140,214 
, Fear of God prepares to submit to the, II., 307 



Dancing, inconsistent with the profession of Godliness, II., 343 

Dantzic, Severe sufiferings of Friends at, I., 16, 43, 50, 89 

, „ abated, I„ 22, 67. Some die under per- 
secution, I., 74 

, Truth prosperous in, I., 49, 56 

Day of Small Things, not to be despised, II., 3, 62, 71. Christ is 
served in little things, 11., 148, 211 

Days, Superstitious observance of, advised against, I., 56 

. Counsel to keep to the Scripture names of days and months, 

I., 89, 139 

Death, Punishment of, II., 185, 340 

Debts, Payment of, not to be delayed, I., 64, 120, 210 

, Those who fall short of paying, to make full satisfaction when 

of ability, and to live frugally in order to do so, L, 312, 856 

Declension of descendants of early Friends, cause of concern, I., 
304; n., 42 

Dedication earnestly enjoined, II., 150 

Dependance on Man, The early Friends sought to bring their 
hearers from, 11., 348 

Detraction and Defamation advised against, I., 44, 65, 84, 153, 

200, 221 
Deviations from our ancient simplicity of manners, speech, and attire, 

deplored, I., 108; IL, 120 
Differences, Care to be taken for speedily ending, I., 65, 76, 86, 89, 

102, 150, 157, 171, 176 
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D18OIPLINE. Christian care one over another, I., vi. 

. First Meeting for Discipline, a Monthly Meeting in the 

comity of Durham in 1653. One later in that year at 

Swarthmore, I., vi. 

supported with vigour, II., 91 ; in America, II., 95, 106 

. Love of our neighbour, the ground of our Christian 

discipline, II., 149 
established, and to be exercised in Divine Wisdom, I., 

149, 163; II., 59, 73 

, Charity to be maintained in Meetings for Discipline, I., 209 

, Our Christian discipline, a wall of preservation, II., 106 

-, Neglect of, causes lowness and debility, II., 26, [See 



Meetings for Discipline.] 

DisooRD to be shunned, I., 40, 162, 175; II., 13 

Disobedient, Calls to the, 11., 8-9, 49-50 

Disowned Persons not to be too early reinstated, I., 121 

Disputes, Occasions of vain, to be shunned, I., 35 

Dissent, The cause of our, the profession of pure and primitive faith, 
II., 96 

Distractions of the world. Advice to keep out of, I., 353 

Diversions, which tend to alienate the mind from God to be avoided, 
L, 220, 226, 288, 283, 338 ; II., 62, 106, [See Vain Sports.] 

Doctrinal Truths of Holy Scripture, not only to be accepted in sim- 
plicity, but an earnest endeavour maintained to come up in 
the practice of every Christian virtue, II., 101, 232 

, Our views of, remain unchanged, II., 277 

Domestic Habits, Advice to young Friends concerning, II., 159 

Duty, Christian, The presence of Christ needful for the due per- 
formance of, II., 157, 188 

not a complex system, 11., 135 

, Nothing to be esteemed little which forms a part of, 

II., 211 

, The follower of Christ should be careful that the 



accessions of wealth do not disqualify him for the discharge 
of, II., 212 . 

-, The Christian religion leads to the performance of 



all civil and religious duties, II., 250 
Dying Testimonies of Friends to be timely and carefully noted down, 
I., 128 



Early Christians found much in the world to be renounced, II., 

321 
Early Friends purchased the truth by great sacrifices, II., 188 
: held the essential truths of the Christian religion, II., 231 
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Early Friends were good examples by their solid deportment and 
religious regard to their words and actions, I., 213 

were conspicuous for self-denial, I., 258 ; II., 16, 43 

saw the corruptions and barrenness that prevailed among 

professors, L, 320; 11. , 82, 306 

were led to separate from others, and to wait upon the 



Lord together for spiritual nourishment, I., 320 ; II. , 281 , 295 
maintained a faithful testimony against antichristian 



impositions, &c., I., 302; II., 42 

suffered scoffs and persecutions with firmness, meek- 



ness, and patience, II., 197 

kept up their religious meetings at the hazard of their 



lives, liberties, and properties, I., 309, 337 

were bright examples of temperance, justice, and truth, 



I., 347 ; II., 242 

-, In order truly to succeed them as witnesses for the 



truth, we must be influenced by the same spirit, II., 69 

-, The diligent attendance of week-day Meetings esteemed 



by them a profitable and necessary duty, II., 83 

-, by following the leadings of Divine grace, were brought 



into holy conmiunion in the one Lord, one Faith, and one 
Baptism, and sympathized with and helped others, I., 257 
saw clearly that Gospel worship could not be limited 



to set forms or times of man^s appointment, I., 300 

did not affect singularity in their simplicity and self- 



denial, I., 258 

were brought to the work of the Spirit in the heart, 



n., 353 

-, History of the, an important study for our youth ; a 



practical conmient on the apostle's words, Rom. viii. 35, 37, 
39 ; n., 129 

were comforted under persecution by the fellowship of 



the Gospel, IL, 189 

were led by the Spirit of Truth to direct to the teaching 



of the grace of God in the heart, I., 266 

bore an open testimony to pure, spiritual religion, and 



lived under the government of Christ's Spirit, II., 352 

professed no new truths, 11., 265, 348 

, , the Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, the 



immediate and perceptible operations of the Holy Spirit ; the 
eternal Divinity of the Son of God, his coming in the flesh, 
his propitiatory offering upon the cross, II., 266 

- protested against the exercise of human authority over 



conscience, II., 313 
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Eabthly-mikdbdness to be gnarded against in trade, commerce, and 

agricnltare, II., 231 

deplored, II., 348 

EooLBSiABTioAL CouRTS, Friends pat to great expense in, I., 212 
EcoLESiABTicAL DEMANDS, a compHance with, is not refdsed from 

obstinac7 or self-interest, L, 346 ; 11., 87 
EcoNOMT, [See Moderation.] 

Edinbubgh, Friends in, kept out of tlieir Meeting-honse, I., 89 
Education. — ^All who have the care of children advised to bring them 

up in plainness, and in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord, L, 63, 97, 106, 124, 127, 146, 207, 262, 273, 304 ; 

n., 11 

. „ to be careful to impart religious instruction, 

L, 114, 127, 132, 146, 196, 208, 260, 259, 289, 316, 325, 

349 ; n., 14 
. „ to bring up children in the attendance of 

week-day Meetings, I., 165 ; II., 170 
. „ to be earnest in prayer for the spiritual 

welfare of children, I., 72, 288 

. „ to exercise due restraint, II., 109, 116, 140, 174 

. „ to procure for them useful learning, I., 316 

, Religious, not confined to the nurture of early childhood, 

II., 318 
Elders to watch tenderly over the flock of Grod, I., 113, 179, 280 

, Divine wisdom alone qualifies, for helps in the Church, I., 125 

Elders and Overseers, the requisite qualifications of I., 140 
to be diligent in the discharge of their 

duties, II., 42, 61 

to enforce their counsel by their example, 



II., 61, 66, 112 

, A due attention to the light of Christ would increase the 

number of rightly qualified, II., 213 

Elections of Members of Parliament, Caution against political conten- 
tion in, n., 185 

, „ „ against encouraging in 

any way vice and drunkenness at, II., 303 

. Political franchise to be exercised in a Christian temper, 

IL, 832 

Embden, Collection recommended for Friends of, I., 82, 92 

, Openness among the people at, I., 82 

Epistles. — Friends, especially youth, advised to peruse those of 
former years, II., 125 

Expenditure, Domestic, Timely contraction of, advised to those sud- 
denly subjected to difficulties, II., 179 
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Failings of others to be our warnings, &c., II., 17 

, To be cantious of conversing on, II., 233 

Faith in onr Lord Jesus Christ acknowledged and enjoined, I., 166, 
180, 196, 214, 806, 331 

,, as our Sanctuary, L, 11 ; our Mediator, I., 138 

„ the Prince of Life and Peace, I., 155, 298, 307 

„ King of Kings and Lord of Lords, I., 338 

„ our Holy Head and High Priest, II., 67 

„ the Rock of Ages, IL, 173 

Family Visits, by Committees, recommended, L, 121, 184, 273, 

279 
Fashions, vain, inconsistent with the teachings of the Holy Spirit, 

L, 295 
Fast, the acceptable, recommended, I., 313, 318 
Fines imposed by the Government, Accounts to be kept of, I., 23 
First-day op the Week, On the right employment of, 11., 177 
Follower of Christ must take up his cross, II. , 36 

sets no limits to his allegiance to Him, II., 

276 

Forms of Prayer, Our disuse of, founded on a correct view of the 

Gospel Dispensation, II., 227, [See Prayer.] 
Fox, George, Journal of, is printed ; direction for its circulation, I., 80 

, „ referred to, n., "330 

, Epistles from, L, 10, 19, 24, 29, 34, 40, 45, 51, 60 

, Collection of his Epistles referred to, I., 143 

Frederickstadt, Friends of, though impoverished by the war, yet 

enjoy their meetings in peace, I., 134-5 

, Openness to the truth in, L, 82 

, Relief extended to Friends of, who had suffered by 

the war, L, 96-7 
Friesland, Friends in, preserved in love, I., 131 
Funerals, Caution against extravagant expenses at, and wearing or 

giving mourning habits, I., 169 
FuRNTTURB, Exccss and vanity in, advised against, I., 106, 290, 295 ; 

n., 102, 146, 159, 338, 350 

Germany, Openness in people on the sea-coast of, I., 114 

Gifts in the Church, Distribution of, one result of the immediate 

influence of the Holy Spirit, II., 267 
Godliness, Revolting from the form of, often attended with the loss of 

the power of it, I., 258 
, The life of, consists of conversion, daily dependence upon 

God, and entire obedience to his law, U., 253 
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Gospel of Christ opens ike nnderstanding and quickens the heart, I., 

101 
was preached to Ahraham before Moses wrote the Pentateuch, 

L, 42 

, Inestimable blessings provided for us in the, II., 231-2 

, The fellowship of the, a strength to true believers, II., 189, 206 

, The religion of the, practical, II., 334-5 

, Our views on silent waiting upon God in harmony with the 

spirituality of the Gospel dispensation, II., 194 
, Eight apprehensions of, unavailing without regeneration, II., 

220 

, The requirements of, unalterable, I., 220; II., 353 

adapted to the wants of man in every age, &c., IT., 353 

Gospel Order, Exhortations to maintain, I., 116, 121, 129, 134, 

143 
Gospel Ministry, [See Ministry.] 
Grace, Divine, Our ancestors were led to proclaim the sufficiency of, 

I., 266 
, , were brought thereby to an inward fellow- 
ship in the one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism, I., 257 
— ,, ,, to a right understanding 

of the things of God, I., 234 

granted to all men as the means of sancti£cation, 



II., 97 
, Change of heart is effected by, II., 246 



Heathen, The condition of the, recommended to sympathy, II., 255 
Holiness explained, I., 203 

, Exhortations to, L, 109, 132 ; II., 13, 273, 336 

, Love of the world turns aside from, II., 192 

— . , One of the effects of, an increase of true love, II., 195 

Holy Spirit gives access to God, and bestows wisdom to know and 

power to perform his will, I., 234-5 
, The power of the, subjects the will to the cross of Christ, 

L, 252 
, Our testimony to the sufficiency of the, is founded on the 

everlasting Grospel, I., 320 
, By abiding under the teaching of the, the practice is 

brought into conformity to it, I., 340 
, Without the guidance of the, we can do nothing to the 

glory of God, L, 855; IL, 47 

'y The way to profit by the, is to retire often unto it, 11., 3 

, By the virtue of the, we may become fruitful, II., 23 
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Holy Spirit, Without the inflaence of the, the best of words unpro- 
fitable, II., 51 

, „ „ our profession will dege- 
nerate into formality, II., 69 

, The teachings of the, of inestimable value, II., 212 

, Faith in the help and guidance of the, an important part 

of our profession, 11. , 237 

, The sufficiency of the, as a Teacher has been proved under 

many trials, II., 260 

, We believe in no principle of light, life, or holiness, 

except the influence of the, II., 273 

a gift for which we must render account, II., 325 

, The teachings of the, restrain and excite to faithfulness, 

II., 343 
-, The immediate teaching of the, the foundation of all 



gospel worship and ministry, II., 347 
Holland, Yearly Meeting in, I., 13 

, Openness among the people in, I., 82, 114 

, Friends in love and unity in, I., 31, 39 

Hospitality, Whilst exercising, moderation to be observed, II., 211, 

[See Simplicity ; Travellers in Business.] 
Humility earnestly recommended, I., xxxiv., 127; II., 153, 158, 

187, 192, 221, 259, 275, 293, 324 

, Trials, rightly received, produce, II., 283 

a soil in which enmity cannot live, II., 129 

Hunting for Diversion, [See Vain Sports.] 

Illuminating, Great suffering sustained for non-compliance with that 

and other inconsistent practices, I., 315 

, To abstain from, is a Christian testimony, II., 166 

Impropriate Tithes, Friends bear a conscientious testimony against 

receiving and paying, II., 10, [See Tithes.] 
Indians, having long received just and kind treatment from Friends, 

repose confidence in them, 11., 87, 92 
, War between Great Britain and the United States retards the 

work of civilizing the, II., 164 
, Friends in America very diligent and successful in promoting 

the civilization of the, II., 133, 135, 147, 151, 156, 164, 

175, 187, 190, 209 
Industry, Children to be brought up in useful employments, L, 106 ; 

II., 28 
praiseworthy and indispensable under the regulating influence 

of Divine Grace, II., 100, 170, 179, 207 
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Ikditbtrt and moderation, roots of benefit, contrasted with the lore of 

money — ^the root of all evil, II., 128 
Infidelitt, Caution against books and conversation which encourage, 

L, 165, 185, 269, 296, 325 
Insolvency, Advice relating to, I., 195, 347 
Intemperance, A watchful care to be exercised in order to avoid, I., 

56, 273, 290, 353 ; II., 99, 239, 262 
Isle of Man, Suffering state of Friends in, I., 82 

Jamaica, Truth prosperous in, I., 39, 56 

, Terrible earthquake at Port Royal, and remarkable preserva- 
tion of some Friends, I., 73 

Jersey, East and West, Friends in love and unity, and truth pros- 
sperous in, I., 31-2, 49, 72-3, 117 

- — ■ , Sufferings of Friends in, on account of the 

war, I., 38 

Judging Spirit, Christian humility shuts out the, II., 270, 324 

Justice in Dealing, Exhortations relative to, I., 178, 280, 300, 311, 
355; n., 65, 179,345 

Knowledge, Seeking to increase, rather than to have the will sub- 
jected, a loss to many, II., 69 

, To communicate that which prepares for the service of 

God, an important duty, 11., 173 

Laws of the Land to be respected, U., 185, 264 

Liberty, Religious, Exhortation faithfully and thankfully to improve, 

L, 51, 100, 118, 158 
Life, The chief object of, is to cultivate piety and virtue, II., 234 

, Every period of, has its temptations, I., 293 ; 11., 324 

Light of Christ, Watchfulness in the, against divisions enjoined, I., 88 

, Counsel to walk in the, I., 178, 340 ; II., 13 

, „ 80 to order our conversation that its ex- 
cellency may be manifested, I., 354 

, The early Christians and the early Friends were 



brought thereby to see the need of self-denial, and became a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, II., 322 

-, Children to be directed to the, L, 146, 908; IL, 



208, 217, 237 
Living, High and Expensive, to be avoided, 11., 35 
Long Island, Friends in love and unity, and truth prosperous in, I., 89, 

72, 82, 117 

, Friends in, their sufferings on account of the war, I., 38 

Love and Unity enjoined, L, 3, 98, 112, 147, 162, 195, 206; IL, 8, 

76, 124, 132, 158, 256, 258, 348 
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Love and Ukitt, Homility tends to preserve, II., 158 
Love op God edifies the Church, I., 11, 30, 61 

Wonderful manifestations of the, 11., 257 

calls for faithfulness, humility, and thankfulness, I., 122 

extends to the hindermost of the flock, 11., 8 

The tendering influence of, ahove all things precious 

XL, 180 
Love, Chbistian, has no limits, II., 240 
Loyalty, fidelity, and affection to the King, enjoined, I., 174, 261, 

264, 329 ; IL, 355 
Luxury deplored, as disqualifying for the pursuit of virtue and true 

happiness, I., 342; II. , 15 
, display, and self-indulgence, tend to henumh the spiritual 

faculties, U., 350 

Magistrates, Ohedience to, enjoined, in all things not inconsistent 

with religious duty, I., 132, 342 
Marriage, a Divine ordinance, 11., 31 
, Advice to proceed in the great concern of, in the fear of the 

Lord, L, 128, 204 
, „ to parents and guardians relating to, I., 49, 84, 

163, 168, 223 
: , , , to young and unmarried persons, I. , 49, 55, 1 53, 1 66 

with near relations to be avoided, L, 84, 178, 188 

with persons not in profession with us discouraged, L, 

84, 120, 139, 188 ; H., 31 

, Our regulations respecting, to be observed, I., 188 

not to be proceeded in without consent of parents or 

guardians, L, 117, 178 

. All Friends concerned in and about marriages to be exam- 
ples of moderation and temperance, I., 132 

Maryland, Friends in, introduce amongst the Indians religious in- 
struction and the comforts of civilized life, II., 123, 156 

, Friends in love and imity and truth prosperous in, I., 32, 

39, 56, 67, 73, 117 

, „ advocate the cause of the African race 

with their Legislature, 11., 156, 160 

Masters akd Mistresses exhorted to follow the Apostle's directions, 
Eph. vi., &c., L, 106, 280 

J J to exercise due restraint, and to be 

watchful that their example may conduce to the preservation 
of youth in innocency and plainness, I., 188, 217, 308, 317, 
343 ; n., 100, 128 
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Ma8T£R8 and Mistresses exhorted to instruct their families in the 

precepts and doctrines of the Christian religion, I., 196, 

203 
encouraged to impart religious instruction to 

servants and others, to allow them to share in the family 

reading of the Scriptures, II., 171 ; and to attend public 

worship, II., 100, [See Books ; Parents.] 
Meals, Advised that our hearts be turned in gratitude to God when 

assembled at, II., 178 
Meetings for Discipline were set up by the power. Spirit, and wisdom 

of God, I., 60, 76, 104 
to be kept in the name, power, and wisdom 

of Christ, I, 86, 97, 115, 198, 262, 265 
, The affairs of, to be conducted in the Chris- 



tian spirit of peace and love, I., 209, 240, 257 

without partiality 



or respect of persons, I., 176 

-, All who engage in, should be of upright 



hearts and clean hands, and know their own wills brought 
into subjection to the Spirit of Christ, I., 146, 262 

-, Young Friends to be encouraged to attend, 



I., 108, 163, 204, 222 

Meetings, General, answering to our present Yearly Meeting, I, 
viii., xvii. 

Meeting for Sufferings, established 1675, as the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Yearly Meeting, I., xx. ; appointed in counties 
where sufferings are severe, I., 4 ; directed to relieve Friends 
in Ireland, I., 43, 49, 68 

Meetings for Worship, established in most parts of the nation in 
1654, I., iv. 

to be attended diligently, not in a formal 

manner, but in a serious patient waiting upon God, I., 203, 
227, 230, 235, 240, 242, 246, 268, 279, 284, 293, 813, 
338; II., 66, 294, 305, 331, 336 

, The diligent attendance of, a public acknow- 
ledgment of our dependence upon God, 11., 336, 354 

, Exhortations to punctual attendance of, I., 

258, 287, 293, 338 ; II., 4, 12, 26, 100, 113, 162, 166, 
182, 204, 228, 248, 281, 305 

-, An indolent state of mind to be guarded 



against in, II., 25, 47, 86, 100, 268 

-, Elders and heads of families to be good 



examples in the attendance of, I., 185, 246 
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Meetings for Worship, Children to be brought up in the diligent and 

constant attendance of, I. , 285 
, Care enjoined as to conversation at the close 

of, I., 251, 262 ; XL, 86 

-, Acts of devotion to be performed under the 



influence of the Word of Life, I., 240 

-, Reverence and fervency of spirit in, recom- 



mended, I., 242, 258, 339, 344 

-, The necessity and benefit of attending, on 



week-days, II., 83, 241, 311 ; many neglect them who are 
far removed from indigence, II., 119 

-, The remiss in the attendance of, to be timely 



counselled, II., 140, [See Week-day Meetings.] 
Meeting, Yearly, The first, held at Swannington, in Leicestershire, 

anno 1654, L, viii. ; one at Skipton, 1658; at Balby, 1660, 

I., xi. ; at Kendall, 1661, L, xii. 

appointed to be held in London in 1670, I., xv. 

, Minutes of, regularly kejpt from 1672, L, xvii. 

writes not to its subordinate meetings as a matter 

of form, but as renewedly impressed with the state of the 

Church, IL, 81, 95, 122, 225, 251 
, The object of offering counsel to its members is 

their increase in Christ, IL, 114 

issues a special minute to parents, <&c., to incite 



to duty, IL, 145. 
Meetings, Monthly, The first, established in Durham, 1653, I., vi. 

not generally established till 1668, L, vii. 

, About 151, in England and Wales in 1691, 

L,59 

, Grood order and care maintained in, I., 47 

to be careful that the advice of the Yearly 

Meeting be put in practice, I., 106, 151, 210 
,, that the business of, be transacted 

by persons well gromided in the principles of truth, I., 222 
Meeting, Morning, of ministers and elders, instituted 1673, I., xviii. 
Meetings, Quarterly, Instituted in the year 1668, L, vii. 
to see that the advice of the Yearly Meeting 

be put in practice, L, 106, 151, 210 
advised to appoint as representatives to the 

Yearly Meeting, such as are diligent attenders of meetings for 

discipline, and consistent in conduct, I., 201 
Msbcy and Goodness of GfoD, All exhorted to live under a continual 

sense of the, I., 263 
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Merct and Goodness of God, To pervert, to the corraption of our 

maimers, a lamentable abuse, I., 285 
, A review of past and present, should 

fill the heart with gratitude, II., 258 
Mbnnonistb, or Baptists, and Pietists, Much openness among, to 

hear the truth declared by Friends, I., 79 
Militia, &c.. Distraints for, II., 53, 99, 103, 105, 112, 114, 118, and 

in most of the succeeding Epistles to the year 1829 

„ amounted in 1804 to £3260, II., 123 

Ministers, Twenty-fire ministers in 1652, and sixty in 1653 : a con- 
vincing power attends their ministry, I., iv. 

exhorted to diligence in visiting meetings, especially those 

least frequented, I., 82 
and elders exhorted to watch over such as are young in the 

ministry, I., 156 

,, to keep to sound words or Scripture terms, I., 

181 

, The aim of all true ministers is to direct to the teachings 

of the Holy Spirit, I., 284 
to be good examples to believers, according to 1 15m. iv. 



12, I., 134 

— to adorn the doctrine of the Gospel, &c., I-, 273 
-, Visits of £edthful, earnestly desired, I., 117 



Ministry, Gk>BPEL, The right qualification for, is freely given by Christ, 
I., 335, 346 

J A testimony to the purity and freedom of, an im- 
portant and prominent principle of our profession, 11., 104, 
343 

-, This testimony an evidence that the formatiou 



of our Society was not an effort of human wisdom, II. , 

147 
will be duly regarded by those who are faithful to 

the inward Teacher, I., 293 
supplied by the teaching and influence of the Holy 

Spirit, I., 306; H., 104 

a great favour to the church, yet the immediate 



teaching of the Spirit of Christ is the distinguishing excel- 
lence of the Christian dispensation, II., 133 

-, The gift being divine, and received freely from 



Christ, should be exercised freely and faithfully, L, 306, 346; 
II., 5, 75, 89, 120, 224 

-, No right appointment nor qualification to exer- 



cise, but by Jesus Christ, II., 268 
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Ministry, Gospel, From the rise of our Society the gift has been 
bestowed on servants and handmaidens, without respect of 
persons, 11., 306 

Moderation enjoined, viz., the right and temperate use of all the 
Lord's outward gifts, L, 132, 169, 221, 226, 273, 317, 328, 
347 ; IL, 22, 128, 152, 159, 170, 207, 320, 343, 350 

. The rich warned against applying their temporal blessings 

to indulgence in pleasure and yanity, I., 236, 290 
to be observed whilst given to hospitality, II., 211 



Mothers advised to be careful to instruct their children in the know- 
ledge of religion, I., 192 ; IL, 195 

Mournino Habits, Cautions against giving or wearing, L, 169, 275 ; 
n., 326 

Music, The acquisition and practice of, discouraged, II. , 332, 343 

Nantucket, Friends of, suffer greatly on account of the war, II. , 38 

National Stock first instituted at a General Meeting at Scalehouse, 
1658, L, viii. 

Navy, For manning the, £1000 distrained from Friends, 11., 95; 
further distraints, II. , 99 

Negroes, [See Slave-Trade and Slavery.] 

Nevis, Island op. Friends there, in love and unity, L, 32, 73 

, „ insulted and plundered by the French, L, 

117 

. Pestilence and great mortality in, L, 80 

New England. Truth prosperous in, I., 49, &c. 

, Moderate people in, condemn the martyrdom of 

Friends, L, 73 

, The cry of blood revived in, by conftision about witch- 
craft, on which charge several are put to death, I., 73 

, Friends in, relieved from tithes, &c. by law, L, 199 



Oaths. Friends encouraged to tender their answers in person without 

oath, as likely to be of good service, L, 6 

, Much effort made for relief from, L, 66 

, A proposal in Parliament for relief frt)m, lost by one vote, 

I., 74, [See Affirmation.] 
Obedience to the teaching of the Holy Spirit will remove occasions 

for the repetition of outward directions, L, 142 

enjoined, IL, 207, 210, 215 

Offence, Advice not to be apt to take, II. , 17^ 270 

Offering, The One, Christ Jesus, to be constantly borne in mind as 

perfecting them that are sanctified, II. , 261 

VOL. II. 2 B 
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Ohio, Yearly Meeting established, &c., II., 164 

Outward (Joncbrns, All advised to limit their, I.,»160 ; 11. , 175, 179, 

244 
, „ to keep an eye to the guidance of 

Divine Wisdom in, II., 18 
OvERSEBRs, [See Elders, Oversight.] 
Oversight enjoined, I., 8, 88, 98, 104, 240; IL, 161, 258 
„ of the yoimg, I., 68, 71, 99, 123, 205; IL, 284 

,, in order to recover and restore such as have erred, 

I., 172, 238, 281 ; IL, 221, 258 

,, to be exercised, as good stewards, instructing, 

reproving, and restraining, with wisdom, <&c., I., 321 ; 11., 161 

. Our early Friends were good examples by reproving 

offenders and encouraging the weak, I., 257 

, All who exhort and admonish, should be careful of their 

own conduct, L, 262; IL, 191 

. This mutual care a fundamental principle of our Christian 

discipline, II. , 133 

, Young Friends encouraged to exercise, modestly and fiuth- 



fiilly, IL, 222 

Paper Credit, [See Accommodation Bills.] 

Pardon, The act of general and free, L, 83; by which ninety>seven 

Friends are released from prison, I., 87 
Parents exhorted to lay to heart their work and calling, and to educate 

their children and servants in the fear of God, and in plain- 

ness and simpHcity, I, 37, 45, 55, 63, 71, 87, 97, 106, 

108, 127, 139, 146, 149, 188, 207, 235, 250, 294, 305, 

317, 349 
,, to be good examples to their children, L, 97, 140, 

153, 207, 214, 222, 259, 308; IL, 174 
„ to take opportunities of waiting upon the Lord 

with their children, L, 115, 124, 192, 203, 208, 285; H., 102 
^^ to bring them up in the frequent reading of the 

Holy Scriptures, «&c., L, 149, 192, 196, 200, 203, 208, 

213, 222,239,349; IL, 14,41 
,, to encourage them to become acquainted with the 

history, as well as the records, of the Christian fiiith and 

practice of our pious predecessors, II. , 129 
. Cautions against indulging children in worldly liberties, as 

gay attire, &c., L, 124, 213, 227, 273, 349 ; IL, 116, 120 
to take timely care that their children are not corrupted by 

the ill examples of any others, I., 128 ; IL, 110, 174 
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Parents enjoined to seek counsel of the Lord for their children in 
proposals of marriage, I., 118; and to encourage them to 
wait upon Him themselves for counsel, I., 128 

advised not to make it their chief care to obtain large mar- 
riage portions for their children, I., 163 

,, frequently to seek the Lord on behalf of their off- 
spring and families, I., 288, 825 ; II., 76 

,, to watch against remissness in performing their own 

duties, I., 289, 308 

,, to avoid placing out youth for education or business 

where they would be subject to improper company, I., 
325; IL, 58, 174 

„ to encourage their children to submit to the cross of 

Christ, L, 304; IL, 188 

,, to educate them in a reverent regard for the prin- 
ciple of truth in themselves, IL, 14 

who fail to suppress the beginnings of undue liberty, cannot 

expect a blessing, IL, 109, 116, 121 

, Powerful incitements to faithfulness, addressed to, II. , 

183-4, [See Books, Children, Education, Masters and 
Mistresses.] 

Peace, That " God hath called us to," (1 Cor. vii. 15)— a leading 
principle of our profession, II., 85 

of the Church, exhortations to promote the, L, 59, 95, 138 

, concord, and unity enjoined, L, 85, 88 

. Friends exhorted to evince themselves followers of the 

Prince of Peace, and to supplicate for its prevalence, 

n.,88 

. , , to be prompt in undertaking and prudent in executing 

the office of peace-maker, II. , 159 
Pennsylvania, Friends of, suffer greatly by the revolution, IL, 88. 
, Boarding-school opened under the direction of the 

Yearly Meeting of, H., 113, 160 

Yearly Meeting adjourned on account of the dreadful 



ravages of the yellow fever, IL, 105, [See Indians.] 
Perbecvtors, Accounts of Divine judgments on, to be correctly 

recorded, duly attested, and sent to the Quarterly and Yearly 

Meetings, L, 5, 78, 88 
Philadelphia, The Friends banished from, permitted to return home, 

after two had died in exile, II. , 38 
Pietists, Dissenters from the Lutherans, in Germany, I., 74, 79 

2 K 2 
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Plainness of Dress recommended as a Christian testimony, I., 37, 
56, 64, 115, 120, 124, 197, 208, 212, 217, 226, 235, 261, 
266, 290, 295, 317, 325, 348, 352 ; II., 76, 120, 192,211, 
276, 326, 350, [See Apparel, Children, Masters and 
Mistresses, Parents.] 
Playhouses and Places op Diversion, Friends, and especially the 
youth, exhorted to avoid, I., 227, 238, 261, 266, 283, 290; 
n., 26, 106, 332, 343, 349 
Plats, Romances, <&c.. Advice against reading, I., 157, 185, 221, 

350; II., 12 
Politics, caution against engaging in, II., 97, 244, 250, 332, 344 
Poor, The necessities of the, to be relieved, I., xxxiii., 184, 304, 339 
, Children of the, to be provided with education, &c., I., 124 

who walk orderly, an ornament to our Society, I., 149 

. Frugality enjoined on those in affluence, in order to be able to 

relieve liberally the wants of the needy of all denominations, 
I., 351, 357; II., 115, 142, 159, 339, 344 

have as much need of watchfulness as the rich, 11., 141 

. Contentment, % peculiar ornament of the, II., 143 

, Our approved practice to maintain our own, and to contribute 

our share to the parish poor-rates, I, 157 
Power, The Lord's, They who keep in the sense of, shall always 

be green and thrive, I., xxiii. ; to this we are called, I., 

148 
^ Friends exhorted to keep all their meetings in, 

I., xxiv., 179 

to be kept to, whereby all may see their place 



and service in the churches, I., 183 

None to be ashamed of the tendering influence 



of, I., 228 

Prater, No duty more clearly set forth in the Scriptures than, 11., 203 

, a great privilege, 11., 227, 238, 294 

Pride, The great sin of, deplored and advised against, I., 123, 125, 
146, 153,226,347,352 

, A particular Epistle issued against, referred to, I., 150 

Priests* Wages, A faithful testimony to be borne against, I., 187, 
195, 199,242,296; H., 92 

Principles, Religious, The strongest testimony we can give of the 
excellency of those we profess, is their efficacy on our lives, 
I., 325 

, The consistent Christian will make no com- 
promise of principle, II., 212 
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Principles, Belioioub, Oar Christian principles teach us to live in 
the world aright, but not unto the world, 11., 191 

, We retain the same unalterable principles as 

our early Friends, II., 266 

Prisoners. In the year 1661, hundreds of Friends in Newgate; in 1662, 
nearly two hundred and fifty in the prisons of London and 
Southwark ; in 1662-3-4 ; fifty-two Friends die in Newgate, 
I., xiii. 

, in 1665, one hundred and twenty in Newgate alone, I., xiv. 

, in 1758, one Friend died in prison, aged 97 years, I., 311 

, No Friend in prison on account of our testimonies from 

1815 to 1835, when one Friend was imprisoned at Carlow in 
Ireland for refusing to pay tithes, 11., 267 ; liberated after 
six months' confinement under a clause of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, n., 271 

, For annual account of the number of Friends, prisoners in 

the gaols of England, see the Statement subjoined to this 
Index 

Privateers, [See Armed Vessels.] 

Prize Goods, Friends cannot consistently purchase or sell, 11., 39 

Profession, Christlan, Character of our, described, II., 217 

Prophecy, To avoid vain speculations upon imftilfiUed, II., 247 

Protestant Martyrs and Reformers referred to, as good examples of 
upright zeal and concern for the truth, I., 346 ; II., 39 

Public Houses, A due estimate of our religious profession would deter 
from unnecessarily frequenting, I., 353 ; II., 99 [See 
Taverns.] 

Public Rejoicings, [See Illuminating.] 

Public Worship, [See Meetings for Worship.] 

Punishment of Death, Concern of the Yearly Meeting for its aboli- 
tion, II., 185, 23^, 340 

Purity and Holiness, All are called to, II., 83 

Queen Anne^s Act of Grace, whereby many prisoners were discharged, 
I, 122, 127 

Victoria, the continuance of the Lord's protecting care to, im- 
plored, II., 344 

Queries, Weighty, by way of self-examination, recommended to all 
Friends, I., 278 ; H., 73, 91, 96, 108, 127-8, 190, 198, 
242, 258, 276, 342, 353 

Questions, Civil or Political, When public feeling is agitated by, 
the humble Christian will ratire to the place of prayer, II., 
191 
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Questions, Civil or Political, Great care is needful not to be 

injuriously involyed in, II., 250 
QuiBTiTDE of mind, a great help to our progress heavenward, II., 207 

Rebelliok, The spirit of, to be judged and condemned, I., 61 

against the King, restrained and quelled, L, 187, 141, 255 

Records of Sufferings, [See Sufferings.] 

Recreations, The Christian's best recreation is the relief of distress, 

II., 106, [See Playhouses; Divbrsions.] 
Redemption bt Jesus Christ, Our principles embrace faith in, II., 

211 
■ a wonderful manifestation of the love 

ofGk>d, II., 257 

to be accepted with thankfulness, II-, 



293 
Reformation, Protestant, We have endeavoured, through Divine 

. help, to carry forward the, I., 346 
Regeneration an indispensable experience, I., 353 ; II., 16, 27 

, Encouragement to those who have followed Christ in 

the, II., 55 

often a gradual work, II., 305 



Rejoicing, Public, To refrain from the prevailing mode of, is a Chris- 
tian testimony, L, 314; II., 115, 166 

Religion, The fruits of the Spirit should be manifest in those who 
profess the pure, I., 20, 118 

, The excellency of the Christian, to be shown forth by the 

spirituality of our worship, and purity of our lives, II., 176 

, Exhortations to live in the life of true, I., 225, 353 

, Essential and acceptable, only produced through a renova- 
tion of heart, n., 36, 79 

, Professors of spiritual, exhorted to suflfer the influence of 

the Spirit of Truth to become their rule of conduct, 11., 57, 
255 

not a speculative thing, but a practical duty, II., 91 

, The Christian, designed to regulate and refine the natural 

affections, II., 57 

Religious Conversation helpful, but not to be hastily entered upon, 
II., 233 

Retirement, The practice of, recommended, 11., 3, 25, 

108, 202, 213, 216, 226, 233, 260, 283 

, , in families, II. , 178, 228, 233, 

and that servants be partakers of the benefit of, and of family 
Scripture reading, II., 128 
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Removals, Cautions respecting: Friends advised to attend to the 
pointings of Divine wisdom, when proposing to change their 
place of residence, II., 58 

Representatives to the Yearly Meeting, First meeting of, at Skip- 
ton in 1660, I., xi. 

directed to meet in London 

in 1672, L, xviii. 

- faithful, intelligent Friends 



to be sent from each county as, I., 3, 9, 19, 23, 34, 39, 45, 

51, 59, 68, 77, 81, 86, 130, 136 
Revenue of the State, Friends enjoined not to defraud the, I., 105, 

123, 141, 152, 159, 196, 200, 209, 214, 285, 303, 323, 356 ; 

II., 64 
. Our principles require that we " render to Ceesar the things 

that are Caesar's,'* L, 303 
Revolutionary State op Europe referred to, II., 343, 351 
Revolutions which God is pleased to bring about or suffer, not to be 

subjects of controversy among his people, I., 70; II., 80 
Rhode Island, Good accounts from, I., 82 

, Truth prosperous in, I., 32, 39, 73, 117 

Rich, The, encouraged to be diligent in attending meetings, I., 217 

, Many of, are good stewards, II., 142 

reminded of their responsibility, I., 351 ; II., 142, 300 

, Humility a peculiar ornament to the, II., 148 

not to trust in their riches, but to do good and communicate, 

I., 254, 269, 290, 304; II., 159, 320 
— not to set an ill example by indulging in costly liabits, 

II., 159 

The blessing of God alone makes truly rich, I., 295 



Riches, Exhortations against the pursuit of, I., 343, 347, 351 ; II., 

46, 67, 88, 99 
,, not to trust in outward possessions, nor to fall 

into differences about them, I., 46 
tend to choke the good seed, and to render men unfruitfal, I., 

290, 311 

, The desire of acquiring, an incitement to evil, 11., 93 

, The eager pursuit of, a token of earthly-mindedness, I., 290 ; 

II., 46 
, Weighty counsel to all, whether abounding in, or not, II., 

338, [See Covetousness.] 
Righteousness is immutable jnstice, and leaves no duty unfulfilled, II., 

130 
Rise or the Religious Soci^y^ oF Friends, Sketch of the, I., 332 to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Romances, (Jounsel against reading, I., 157, [See Books; Parents.] 
Rules of Discipline revised and enlarged, U., 253 
Run Goods, [See Revenue.] 

Salvation, All men may obtain, II., 84 ; although utterly insufficient 

to effect their own, II., 225 
, The Captain of, cheers his followers with the hope of an 

unfading crown, II., 348 
Sanctification, True Christian practice is the fruit of, I., 208 
, Unrestrained evil propensities mar the work of, II., 

146 

is to be carried forward by faith, repentance, prayer, 



and obedience, II., 232 

Schemes for the employment of capital. Caution relating to, II., 324 

Schism, Counsel to avoid, I., 76 

in America alluded to, I., 79 

, The Hicksite, deplored, II., 231, 235 

Schismatics, Many restored; others relapse into the world, I., 18, 38, 
[See Separatists.] 

School-masters and mistresses. Advice to provide faithful Friends 
for the office of, I., 48, 56, 83 

„ to bring up children in plain- 
ness of speech and apparel, and in the frequent reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, I., 250, 252 ; 11., 253-4 

,, to forward their scholars in 



learning, and watch over their conduct, I., 89 ; II., 317 

to correspond with one an- 



other for mutual help, I., 83 
Schools, Care enjoined in the selection of, I., 48, 56, 83, 149 
, Reports of, indicate the prevalence of religious care and good 

order, II., 173 

, Our public, a blessing to our Society, II., 253 

Scotland, Friends of, suffer much from failure of their crops ; contri- 
butions for their relief recommended, I., 92 
, ,, gratefrd for the seasonable aid afforded them ; 

further assistance recommended, I., 94 
Scriptures, The frequent family and private reading of the, enjoined 

generally throughout the Epistles. 
^ Solemn pause after reading the, recommended, 11., 137, 

178 
, The practical application of the truths of the, lead forward 

in the way of life and salvation, II., 227 
— , The general circulation of the, encouraged, II., 164, 

218, 255 
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ScRiPTUKBS, To wait and pray iFor that Divine teaching which effec- 
tually unfolds the, II., 266 

, Inspired declarations concerning the, II., 271 

Securities, Great caution needful as to entering into, II., 7 
Self- Denial, The servants of Christ are distinguished by, II., 
275 

, ,, ,, will pray that no device may 

retard their progress in, II., 216, 259 
■ in attire, behaviour, and speech, tends to strengthen us in 



our Christian course, II., 282 
Self- Examination, Exhortations to, L, 278, 299, 329; II., 186, 

211, 216, 226, 300 
Self-Gratification dangerous to our present and future happiness, 

IL, 27, 116 
Separatists, their opposition, &c., referred to, L, liii., liv., Ivi. 
Servants, Advice to, I., 106, 280, [See Masters and Mistresses.] 
Service of the Lord, A privilege to be employed in the, II., 99, 180, 

335, 349 
Services in the Church, By keeping to the Lord's power all may see 

their, L, 183 
, None to think their labour useless because 

they have been less conspicuous than others, II., 226 
Shadows in tLc worship of Gk>d have no place in the Christian dis- 
pensation, II., 268 
Silent Waiting on the Lord enjoined in numerous Epistles 
, Those who are diligent in, are well 

rewarded, I., 37 

implies more than mere outward silence, 



IL, 75 

,, also abstraction from visible 



objects, L, 221, 231, 329; II., 51 

, True faith leads to, IL, 3 

- brings an humble estimate of our reli- 



gious attainments, IL, 216 

a noble testimony to the spirituality of 



true worship, IL, 268 
Simplicity, Christian, explained, I., 203 
, The ground of our dissent fix)m the fashions of 

the world in speech and dress is, IL, 141, 192, 238-9, 276, 

295, 302, 307, 322, 328, &c., &c. 

— , Parents and teachers exhorted to inculcate, 



L, 48 

SioN, [See Zion.] 
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Slave-trade A2n> Slavery, Friends warned against being in anj 
way concerned in the traffic, I., 807, 328; II-, 31, 57, 
74,82 

, The efforts to abolish, encouraged in most 

of the Epistles from 1772 to 1844 

The peaceable extinction of Slavery in the 



United States earnestly desired, II., 264 

, The Legislature petitioned against Colonial 

Slavery, II., 229 

-, The abolition of the British Slave-trade 



referred to, II., 135 

-, A religious concern to be cherished for the 



Slave-traders, II., 93, 201 
, A third petition against, from the Meeting 

for Sufferings, II., 103 
, The House of Commons legislates on 

the abolition of, II., 256 

-, The United States Government enact the 



law for abolition, II., 113 

-, American Friends remonstrate with their 



Government, II., 127, 315 

diligent in exposing 



»> 



the iniquity of the internal Slave-trade in the United States, 
II., 223 

, The wrongs of some held in illegal bondage 

in Virginia redressed, 11. , 175 

-, Ohio Yearly Meeting addresses their 



General Gk>vemment on behalf of the African race, II., 
181 

, New York Legislature abolishes Slavery in 

that State, IL, 182 
• , The horrors of the Middle Passage de- 
plored, II., 290 
" , Yearly Meeting, 1844, issues an appeal to 

the public against, U., 319 
Society, Our religious, although not large, yet, by keeping under 

Christ's government, may fulfil his designs, II., 176 
, Friends exhorted to consider whether they are acting their 

proper part in, IL, 111 
is a Protestant Church in the largest sense of the term, IL, 

327 
Standard of Truth not to be lowered to suit our languor and cold- 

heartedness, II. , 813 
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Standard of Truth, The fear of God brings to the, as respects truth- 
fulness, simplicitj and self-denial, II., 343 
State Religion not warranted by Scripture, U., 328 
Sufferings to be fully ^d correctly stated and recorded, I., 2, 4, 33, 
71, 83, 195 

, Advice as to some particular cases of, I., 6, 8, 14 

, General advice respecting, L, 106, 212, 311 ; II., 169 

. For annual statements of amount of pecuniary sufferings, 

see Epistles from 1700 to 1853 

-. The supposition erroneous that Friends are reimbursed out 



of the National stock, 11., 95, 189 
Suretyship, Caution respecting, II., 7 
Swearing, [See Oaths.] 

Talebearing and Detraction, Advice to avoid and discountenance, 

I., 44, 84, 154, 160, 174, 178-9, 200, 221-2, 247, 262, 266, 

280,316, 348; IL, 124, 187 
Talents. In the Lord's service, employment for every talent, II., 148 

, however great, have all been " received," 11., 153 

have been entrusted to all to be employed in the praise of the 

great Giver, II., 226 

, All exhorted to diligence in the occupation of, II., 316, 330 

, For the employment of, an account must be given, II., 

338 
Taverns and other Public Houses, The unnecessary frequenting of, 

advised against, I., 56, 290, 353; IL, 99, 262, 296 
Taxes, [See Revenue.] 
Temperance in eating and drinking enjoined, L, 221, 273, 280, 337 ; 

IL, 262 
Temptations, The forms of, are various, but our Divine Guide will 

discover them, IL, 112 

. Each is assailed by his peculiar, IL, 198 

Testimonies, Our Christlan, as committed to our early Friends, a 

most important trust, IL, 199 
have not been received by us by mere 

tradition, IL, 287 
not to be compromised in our inter- 



course with others, II. , 

-, Counsel to persevere in supporting them 



in all respects, L, 93, 268 ; IL, 10, 18, 300, 322 
Theatres, [See Playhouses.] 

Thoughts, Watchfulness over, i^oeomniended, 11., 146, 186 
Time, Advice to avoid nais-spenJijjg, 1., 56 
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TiMB is short, and to all equally uncertaiii, II., 23, 27, 39, 58, 289, 

316, 338 
Tithe Re^-Charob, The payment of, is equally objectionable vriih 

that of tithes, II., 303 ^ 

Tithes sprang from Popish usurpation in Church and State, I., 48 ; 

11. , 224, 249 
. Advice against compromising with landlords or others, I. , 91 , 

177-8, 220, 242, 250, 323 
, Our testimony against, to be borne in the peaceable spirit of 

Christ, I., 43, 212, 282-3 ; II., 6, 244 
. ,, is based on the need of a free Gospel ministry, 

I., 207 ; II., 156; received from Christ, I., 99; 11., 244 
, ,, is a testimony to the supreme authority of 

Cfirist in his Church, II., 249 
. Anthony Pearson^s " Great Case of Tithes" recommended, 

I., 288 



, Our deliverance from the oppression of, would have been 

nearer, had all been faithful, I., 199 
, Those who are unfaithful to our testimony against, increase 

the sufferings of the faithful, I., 48, 225-6, 314, 323 
, The tendency and value of our testimony against, pointed out, 

I., 206-7 
, Certain Friends, having a claim by law, have refused to receive, 

I., 331 
, Yearly Meeting petitions the Legislature for the abolition of 

11. , 264 
, Caution relating to the Act for the Commutation of, II., 277, 

290-1 
, The zeal of faithful Friends against, has tended to open the 

eyes of others, I., 199 
Trade, Counsel against becoming overcharged with, I., 38, 64, 89, 

169, 178, 181, 195, 218, 280, 284, 290, 311, 347; II., 47, 

128, 152, 169, 199, 200, 325 
, Hazardous schemes in, encumber and unfit the mind for reli- 
gious service, II., 152, 207 
. The Divine blessing rests on attention to the limitations of 

the Holy Spirit, II., 35 

, Exemplary conduct of the early Friends with respect to, I., 195 

. Punctuality in payments, &c., enjoined, I., 102; 11., 99 

. Defection injustice, &c., deplored, I., 311, 356 ; 11., 64-5, 

169 
, Counsel to those who suffer reverses in, II., 200, 207, 212, 

218, 252, 295-6 
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Trade, Counsel to those whose talents are peculiarly adapted for, 324-5 
. ,, against associations tending to substitute a worldly 

standard for true tenderness of ctonscience, II., 332 
Traditional Profession, a sandy foundation, which will not support 

in the day of trial, II., 2 
Travellers in Business, Exposed situation of, II., 174, 261 
encouraged to attend meetings for worship, 

II., 261-2 

-, Advice to extend hospitality to, II., 174 



Trust in the Lord, his children's refuge and resting-place, II., 280 
, Nothing more precious to the truly religious mind 

than, n., 325 
Truth, Affairs and concerns of, to be managed in a calm and gentle 

spirit, L, 111 
, Those in the meridian of life exhorted to be firm and steadfast 

in the service of, 11. , 210 
, None exempt from taking part in promoting the cause of, II., 

199, 221 

, Perseverance in the, enjoined, II., 25-6, 82 

, The love of ease and dread of conflict obstruct a growth in 

the, II., 131 
, Counsel not to rest contented with a birthright profession of 

the, II., 72, 82 
TRUTHPtJLNEss, StHct, iu all things enjoined, II., 326 
Tutors advised to guard the youth under their care against hurtful 

company and books, I., 343, [See Masters and Mistresses, 

SOHOOLMASTERS, &C.] 

United States of America, Grovemment of the, strengthens the law 
passed for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade, II., 113 

, A forcible remonstrance presented to the 

Government of the, on behalf of the oppressed Africans, II., 
127 

-, Hostilities threatened between Great 



Britain and the, II., 33, [See America.] 
Unity, All who are led by the Spirit of God have, I., 20, 53, 60 
Usefulness, The teachings of the Holy Spirit will guard us against 

mistaking our sphere of, II., 165 
, Opportunities of, unimproved, famish cause for awful 

reflection, 11., 349 

Vain Fashions, &c.. Heads of families advised to explain to those 
under their care the i^oUt^^^ ^^ ^^^^ nonconformity to, I., 203 
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Vain Si*oftT8 lay the mind open to fiirther temptation, II., 106, [8ee 

D1VER8IOKB.] 
Vice and Vanity, the more they abound, the more need to watch^ 

XL, 17 
Virginia, Friends of, in lore and unity, and truth prosperous in, I., 

39, 73, 117 

, ,, interest themselves for the slaves, II., 160 

Visitations of Divinb Grace to be cherished, I., 259; 11., 49, 69, 

62, 76, 293 
Visits, [See Family Visits.] 
VtsiTiNO THE Sick, The duty of, enjoined, I., 128 

War, The root of our testimony against, is Christian love, and is 

founded on the precepts of Christ, II., 147, 287, 333 

, Counsel to maintain the testimony faithfully, I., 247 ; II., 123 

, The desolations of, deplored, I, 318 ; II., 94, 123, 308-9 

, The treatment of millions in the East and elsewhere deplored, 

II., 297 
, Arbitration as a substitute for, has been sometimes wisely 

adopted, II., 333 
, "A Christian Testimony" against, issued by the Yearly 

Meeting, II., 303 
. Friends enjoined to be frequent in supplication to the God of 

Peace that wars and fightings may cease, II., 88, 129 
, ,, in no degree to violate our Christian testimony against, 

for the sake of gain, II., 164 

, „ to bear in mind the calamities inseparable from, II., 257 

, ,, to be faithful both in times of peace and, II., 344 

, Professing Chrislians, by engaging in, give occasion for the 

name of Christ to be blasphemed by unbelievers, II., 297, 

334 
Watchfulness indispensable, whatever may have been the advance- 
ment in religion, or services in the Church I., 243 ; II., 165 
prepares for the fulfilment of every duty, and is needful 

at all times, IL, 27, 108, 173, 181, 184, 194, 1^6, 203, 

207, 211, 250, 258, 294, 312, 321*, 828, [See Conduct, 

&c.] ^ i.. 

Weaknesses, Our own, to be guarded against, rather than to pry into 

and expose those of others, II. , 17 
Week-day Meetings, Opportunities of withdrawing from worldly 

cares, which have been blessed to many, II., 178, 331 
^ Friends exhorted to accustom their children, 

&c., to attend, I., 165, 185, 214 
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Week-day Meetinos, Exhortation to the diligent attendance of, I., 
37, 45, 55, 89, 134, 150, 165, 185, 197, 200, 203, 210, 
214, 227, 258, 275, 289, 313, 321, 339; II., 25, 47, 51, 
119, 204, 233, 311, 331, [See Meetings for Worship.] 

Wilkinson and Stort, two Separatists, reject offers of reconciliation, 
I., liii., liv. 

Will, Caution against yielding to the unsubjected activity of the, 
n., 90 

, A full surrender of the, enjoined, II., 242 

Wills, Advice on the subject of, and on settling outward affairs, I., 
56, 84, 105, 112, 160, 233, 295 

Wisdom, Frequent appHcations to the Lord for, encouraged, II., 18, 
134 

Witness, Heavenly, Parents advised to endeavour to reach the, in 
their children, I., 38 

-, By departing from the, we slide insensibly into 

the spirit of the world, II., 3 

-, Unfaithfulness to the, to be guarded against, 



II., 7, 43, 69 

-, All entreated so to walk as that our Christian 



simplicity, uprightness, and charity may answer the, in all, 

II., 83 
Women* 8 Meetings for Discipline, The establishment and upholding 

of, encouraged, I., 55, 118 
World, The maxims and policy of the, opposed to Grospel truths, II., 

Ill 

, Caution against mixing with the spirit of the, II., 74 

Worship, Public, a leading duty, II., 102, 204, 311 
to be performed in spirit and in truth, I., 11, 306, 

329-30 

-, Living spiritual worship draws down the favour of 



God, II., 76 
^ Ijove to God is the life of spiritual worship, IJ., 



149 

, All our approaches before God to be in humility 

and awful reference, I., 286, 313; II., 75 

-, TlM«&arly Friends saw that Gospel worship could 



not be limited to 'set forms and times, I., 300, 346 

>, Not enough to meet for worship when we find 



little or nothing else to do, I., 337 

-, Disadvantages of the notion that worship cannot be 



performed without a preacher, II., 347 
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Yellow Fever rages in Philadelphia, II., 105 

Youth, in several pla&s, have received gifts in the ministry, I., 163, 

202 
, when fonnd qualified for religious service, to be encouraged 

therein, I., 108, 163, 197, 214, 217, 222, 243 ; IL, 192 
, when attracted to the cause of religion, require watchfulness, 

II., 184 

exhorted to cherish a holy concern to fill up the places of 

departed worthies, L, 324, 327 ; H., 12, 74, 79, 109, 121, 
138, 278, 291 

„ to look with filial respect at the example of expe- 
rienced elder brethren, II., 218-19 

,, to submit early to the work of the Holy Spirit, 

IL, 61-2, 76, 107, 109, 121, 126, 144, 151, 154, 219, 254, 
260 

„ to receive with all due regard, the labour of love 

bestowed upon them, L, 213, 352; IL, 42, 138, 145-6, 
160 

,, to wait upon the Lord for preparation for usefulness, 

n., 210, 319 

,, to give diligent heed to the voice and convictions of 

the Spirit of Christ, L, 274 ; IL, 12, 42, 61-2, 116-17, 
121, 125, 154, 180, 294, 318 

,, to watchfulness and various other important duties, 

IL, 7, 21, 196, 210, 328 

,, not to look back, nor flinch from conflict, IL, 85, 

163, 294 

,, to watch and pray for preservation from evil, IL, 

112, 328 

,, to avoid reading publications which divert the mind 

from the Holy Scriptures, &c., IL, 21-2, 41, 52, 77, 117, 
192 

,, to recur frequently to the groundwork of our pro- 
fession, and to practice plainness of speech, <&c., I., 327; 
n., 243 

, Religious retirement recommended to, and its advantages 

pointed out, U., 171, 219, 261 
have a claim to the kind consideration of elder Friends, IL, 

196, 318 
, Early dedication easier than a late surrender of the heart, II., 

21, 148, 163 

,, well-pleasing in the Divine sight, II. , 145-6, 

148, 184 
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Youth reminded that they cannot be members of the Ghnrch of Christ 

iinthoat Baptism, viz., '* the washing of regeneration,^' 

n., 268 

, The season of, one of peculiar danger, 11., 160, 218 

, The Lord's nnmberless blessings call for their gratitude and 

allegiance, II., 184, [See Children; Company ; Cross, &c. ; 

Education; Ovbrsight; Parents.] 

Zeal, The appearance of true, reported, I., 82, 283, 327, 332, 386 ; 

II., 133 
not to be exercised against the branches only, but the root also 

of the corrupt tree, L, 16 

, Unholy, cautioned against, IL, 269 

ZioN, The prosperity of, desired I., 70, 103, 116, 131, 160, 162, 173, 

228, 245, 273, 315; U., 87, 230 
, Our duty to be way-marks and instructors to those asking the 

way to, L, 344; H,, 70 

, To be way-marks, we must walk in the way to, II., 13 

, To consider how far our practice is an obstacle to her becoming 

the Praise of nations, IL, 87 
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Annual Account of the Number op Friends Impribonbd in the 
Gaols op England, op those Discharged, and op those who 
Died in Prison. 

Thoae marked thus* for their Testimony agaixurt War ; the others for reftwlng the 
payment of Ecclesiastical demands. 



A.D. 


Nvmber 
inFriKn. 


Diadharsed 


DUmL 


A.D. 


Nambo: 
inPrlaon. 


Diidhargod. 


Died. 


1690 


46 






1742 


4 






1691 


80 


• •• 


... 


1743 


3 


\ 3 




1692 


111 


• •a 


9 


1744 


none 






1694 


132 


• •• 


11 


1745 


1 


1 




1695 


134 


• •< 


•*. 


1746 


none 






1696 


52 


97 


... 


1747 


1 


1 


... 


1697 


44 


several 




1748 


1 


... 


... 


1698 


34 


••• 


•*• 


1749 


2 


.. 


... 


1699 


37 


14 


... 


1760 


3 


... 


1 


1700 


40 


10 


• >• 


1761 


4 




... 


1701 


37 


13 


••« 


1762 


4 


... 


... 


1702 


37 


16 


•*• 


1763 


4 


... 


... 


1703 


43 


17 


5 


1764 


3 


1 


... 


1704 


31 


26 


... 


1765 


3 


... 


... 


1706 


27 


13 


••• 


1766 


3 


3 


... 


1706 


33 


9 


... 


1767 


none 


... 


... 


1707 


several 


some 


... 


1768 


1 


... 


^^ \ 


1708 


27 


some 


... 


1769 1 






aged97jM i 


1709 


16 


23 




to \ 


none 


... 


... 


1710 


12 


13 


... 


1773) 






... 


1711 


12 


8 


... 


1774' 


1 


1 


... 


1712 


11 


6 


... 


1776) 








1713 


8 


2 


2 


to I 


none 


... 


... 


1714 


9 


6 


... 


1787] 






... 


1715 


9 


9 


1 


1788 


♦2 


... 


i 


1716 


19 




1 


1789 


1 


2 




1717 


20 


i 


•«• 


1790) 






... 


1718 


13 


5 


••• 


to ( 


none 


... 


... 


1719 


16 


1 


... 


1794) 


t 




... 


1720 


11 


9 


2 


1796 


7 


... 


... 


1721 


5 


7 


... 


1796 


7 




... 


1722 


8 


... 


... 


1797 


6 


6 


1 i 


1723 


2 


7 


... 




♦2 


... 




1724 


3 


1 


... 


1798 


3 


... 


... 


1725 


1 


2 


.•• 


1799) 




... 


... 


1726 


2 


1 


••• 1 


to [ 


none 




... 


1727 


1 


3 


... 


1801) 




... 


... 


1728 


1 




... 


1802 


1 


... 


1 


1729) 
1730) 






... 


1803 


*1 


... 




none 


... 


.., 


1804 


^several 


... 


... 


1731 


1 


... 


... 


1806 


*1 


... 


I 


1732 


3 


i 


... 


1806-7 


none 


... 




1733 


2 


2 




1808 


♦2 


••-• 


•" 


1734 


1 


1 


... 1 


1809 


*Bome 


... 




1736 


1 




I 


1810 


^several 


... 


... 


1736 


2 


"i 


z 1 


1811 


*8ome 


... 


... 


1737 


3 


... 


... 1 


1812 


♦6 


... 


... 


1738) 






1 


1813 


none 


... 


... 


to ( 


none 


3 


... 


1814 


♦10 


••• 


... 


1740) 








1816 


♦10 


... 




1741 


4 






1836 


1 for 6 months, at 








••• 




Carlow, in Ireland. 
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